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REASONS FOR CHURCHGOING. 

By G. W. BRUCE, Litt. B. S. 

Pastor M. E. Church 

The Sabbath Day was set apart for 
the worship of God. The only com- 

mand in the Decalogue which begins 
with the word remember is the fourth, 
“Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy,” as if the Divine writer 
realized that there would be more 

danger of forgetting this than of any 
others, and yielding to the subtile 

temptations of caprice and convenience 
as an excuse for violating it. “Re- 
member” stands like a solitary 
sentinel in front of this solemn com- 

mand, yet it has been chafed under, 
from the ancient Jew who was stoned 
for gathering sticks on the Sabbath, 
down to the Sunday pleasure seeker, 
or the man who keeps open shop on 

the Lord’s day breaking three laws, 
the law of the State, of the Sabbath, 
and of brotherly love. 

Now, to be real practical, the ques- 
tion may be asked, “why should men 

go to church?” I will seek to answer 

the question briefly, trusting that 
every reader will be led of the Spirit, 
and inspired of God, to attend church 
services more regularly. 

Men should go to church, for they 
can find peace there, that peace which 
De Quincy described as a resting 
from human labors, a Sabbath of re- 

pose, a respite granted from the secret 
burdens of the heart, as if he stood at 
a distance and aloof from the uproar 
of life; as if the tumult and fever and 
strife were suspended; as if there 
brooded over him a dove like and 
halcyon calm. 

Men ought to attend church for here 
they hear the teachings and phil- 
osophies of Jesus, the incomparable 
man, and if you say that His teaching 
is philosophy and not religion and 
that He was a man and not u god, 
then the philosophy of that Man hus 
redeemed the world from savagery and 
blessed man-kind with Christian civi- 
lization, and to my mind, it is u thing 
worth hearing. 

In attending church we find con- 

solution and hope. We see there the 
dawn and not the sunset, and it is 
better for man if the hope is baseless 
and the vision but an elusive phantom 
to cherish a dream so glorious and 
beautiful than to be weighted down 
and crushed with the quarried moun- 

tains of a world without hope and 
without God. 

The church of God is the polar star 

■■■—nfurnm 
REV. G. W. BRUCE 

to light our pathway in a wreckless 
night. It stands firm and steadfast 
warning humanity of the rocks and 
shoals, where death and destruction 
lie, and ever points them to the one 

great power that can “save from to 
the uttermost all that come to Him.” 
The church ministers not only to the 
spiritual needs, but to the material 
as well, and it is there that the 
charities that soothe and heal and bless 

t are scattered at the feet of man like 
flowers. 

rx If all these things are true, is it 

f. not also true that we should have an 

attractive and comfortable place in 
j, which to worship God? Methodism is 

looking toward the day when she may 
y give to the people of O’Neill a com- 

r-\ fortable p« w, an attractive building in 
.'s which to worship God. Until the day 
4'. shall come in which we are housed in 
i, a new church building we will be glad 
S ;■ to welcome all people at our house of 
th worship, and when our anticipations 
fibl have become realizations we will give 
Fw the glad hand of welcome and 

brotherly love to all the people of 
O’Neill. 

The pastor offers his services for 
the betterment of O’Neill, and will 
esteem it a great favor to be informed 
of any one needing the same in- 
dividually. He will visit the sick, the 
shut-in, and pray with them, attend 
funerals when ever this is desired, 
whether members or non-members of 
his church. 

He particularly desires to meet, get 
acquainted with, and help so far as he 
may be able those who have no church 
home. “Come thou with us and we 

will be of mutual assistance to each 
other. 

From Brother George F. Mead. 

Scotia, Nebraska, March 6, 1914. 
In compliance with a request to 

write something us a “Souvenier” for 
the speciul edition of The Frontier 
gotten up by the M. E. Church of 
O’Neill, Nebraska, I herewith ex- 

press my gratitude and thanks for the 
invitation to do so, and gladly comply 
with the request. 

My pastorate at O’Neill in Sep- 
tember, 1904 and continued for two 

years, and they were years of great 
pleusure and profit to me. 

Our cordial welcome, when with my 
family we arrived in O’Neill, by Bro- 
ther Benedict, who took us to his home 
and entertained us until we were able 
to move into the parsonage, has ever 

been a green spot in our memory. 
The loyal and hearty co-operation 

of our unequaled choir, led by Winona 
Younkin, (now Mrs. W. T. Spencer, 
of Alliance, Nebraska,) with Bessie 
Snyder, (now Mrs. A. I. Meyers, of 
Caldwell, Idaho,) as organist, and the 
fourteen other young men and women 

who, (in spite of the predictions), so 

nobly stayed with us during the two 

years (or until most of them had 
married and gone away) and ren- 

dered their valuable services to both 
the Church and myself will always 
give me a feeling of joy and pleasure 
as memory calls up those pleasant 
days. 

The cordial greetings from members 
and friends of the Church, and from 
citizens of O’Neill, as we have met 
in after years, has always made us 

feel that our labors were not in vain 
in the Lord. 

We sincerely trust that the cam- 

paign you are now entering will be 
successful and that you will be able 
to build a Church that will not only 
reflect the Glory of God, but will be 
a memorial to future generations. 

With best and kindest regards, I am 

as ever yours, 
GEORGE F. MEAD. 
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Clyde C. Mather 
Proprietor of 

Sha.dy Slope Herd of Poland China.s 

Live Stock Auctioneer—Pure bred stock a specialty 
! 

D. Abdousch 
General Merchandise 
B. Kuppenheimer Clothing. I have 

Comleted a new line of Spring 
Clothing. 

C. L. Davis 
Contractor <S. Bviilder 
All Kinds of Job Work Done on Short 

Notice. 

Inexpensive 
Silos 

High Rib 
Cone r e t e 

Silos are 

fire, water 
and frost 
proof and 
are cheaper 
in the long 
run. See.- 

C. C. SPENLER, Agt„ Box 424 

F. J. Dishner 
R.eal Estate 

O. O. Snyder 
Lumber 

Coal 

and 

Paint 

D. Stannard 
Confectionery 

Cigars, Tobacco, Fresh Fruits and 

Canned Goods. 

J. J. McCafferty 
Insurance 

Real Estate 

Money to Loan On 
j*FARMS^ 

Joel Parker 

A, J, Hammond Abstract Co, 
BONDED TITLE 

ABSTRACTORS 

Business Established in 1885. 

The Hew Western Hotel 
MRS. F. C. GATZ, Prop. 

All newly furnished; all beds Verius 
Martin with felt mattresses 

Opposite K C. Hall—Meals 25c. 

W. P. Curtis 

pray & Transfer 
Phone 30C>A. 

GO TO 

Lindquist & Palmer 
FOR 

FIRST CLASS MERCHANDISE 

Merchants Motel 
Rates From fii.oo to $2 00 

PER DA r 

J. C. Horiskey 
Early Ohio Seed 

POTATOES 

Fred Albert 
Dealer in 

Harness, Saddles, Shoes, Sewing 
Machines, Gloves, Suit Cases, etc. and 

Maunfacturer of Harness. 

Nebraska State Bank 
Capital $25,000.00. 

S. S. Welpton, President. 
O. F. Biglin, Vice President. 

James F. O’Donnell, Cashier. 

The Only bank in O’Neill 
where the 

Deposits are protected by the Guaran- 
tee Law of the state of Nebraska. 

IF YOU ARE 
GOING TO BUILD 
LET US FIGURE ON YOUR HARD- 

WARE BILL. 

Neil Brennan 

The Frontier 
Holt County's Best Newspaper 

All the News, All the Time 

James A. Donohoe 

Lawyer 

Dr. M. E. Pettibone 

Dentist 

You Will Find 
Something new each week in 

CANDIES 
—at the— 

O’Neill News & Cigar Store 

R. M. Campbell 
CHIROPRACTOR 

Chiropractic Spinal Adjustments 
removes the cause of the disease. 
Nature cures. 

Golden Annex : : Phhone 253 

John L. Quig 
Farm Loans and 

Insurance 

WE RAISE HOUSES. 
Can raise anything from a dis- 

turbance to a brick house. Do all 
kinds of Carpenter Work in shop or 

outside. All kinds of sawing. Shop 
next dor north of Bazelman store. 

MILLARD & GUNN. 

Gilligan & Stout 
“The Druggists” 

Kreso Dip, Blacglegoids, Penslar 
Remedies. 

Johnson’s Chocolates. 

The Sta.r Restaurant 
Mrs. C. Weisberger, Prop. 

First door east of Sanitary Meat 
Market. Good meals and short 
order lunches. Come and give us 

a trial. Ready for your trade April 
15, 1914. 

M. H. McCarthy 
Bonded Abstractor 

Platt’s 

Paint Shop 
Painting and Decorating. 

Abe Saunto 

Gi neral Merchandise 
High Grade Shoes and Hats and High 

Grade Clothing. Groceries. 

THE VERY LATEST AND THE 

SMARTEST STYLES. 

Fitzsimmons Millinery 
Emil Sniggs I 

General Blacksmith 1 
First class work guarranteed. 

Established 1887. 

Antone Toy 1 
General Merchandise 

Dr. E. T. Wilson 

PHYSICIAN & SURGEON 

Eye Glasses Fitted. 

John L. Chmeler 1 
the 

Harness Man 

Piano Teacher 
Mrs. Pecht jjj 

Naylor Building O'Neill y 
My Motto is: To PieaseJ 

Artistic Miiiinery, Reasonable Prices | 
French Patern, Very Chic. Boughman’s Adjustable Taylor System. JS 

Do Your Own Sewing While You Learn. JoSie NeierS 

/ will sell FOUR choice build- 
ing lots in Hazlett's Addition for $300.00; each 45x175 feet. Side- 
walk already constructed; city water and electric lights. 

Phone 306 B A. P. Nesbit 

Hodgkin & Power | 
'■C Attorneys^ 
-.u 

EARLY HISTORY OF METHODISM 

IN HOLT COUNTY, NEB. 

By REV. BARTLEY BLAIN, 
Page, Nebraska. 

[We are pleased to have an interesting 
article and brief autobiography from 
Rev. Bartley Blain, now of Page, Ne- 
braska, who was the builder of the 
present Methodist Church building in 
this city. Rev. Blain says: ‘‘I was 

born in Pultney, Stuben county, New 
York, March 5th, 1832. My earliest 
remembrance was in Ingham county, 
Michigan. I spent nearly three years 
in Albion College, Michigan, less than 
two years at Garrett Biblical Insti- 
tute, but was unable to continue be- 
cause of poor health. I went to Min- 
nesota in April, 1851, and joined the 
Minnesota Conference, July 29th, 
1857. I was in the United States 
Army against the Sioux Indians from 
1863, and was again in Conference till 
October 28th, 1862, to November 2nd, 
1880, when I came to Holt county, 
Nebraska.”—Editors. ] 

Having been forbidden by my phy- 
sician in Minnesota to continue min- 
isterial work and being advised to do 
nothing for a while, I came to Holt 
county, Nebraska, the early part of 
May, 1880, and settled on a claim in 
township 29,‘ range 9, two miles south- 
west of the present site of the Middle- 
Branch Mill, with my family lived in 
a tent till June and learned that farm- 
ing on the frontier was a good means 

for restoring physicial vigor. Where 
ever the Sabboth found me, I found 
people who w’anted to hear the Gospel, 
and I wanted them to hear it, for I 
knew it to be the power of God unto 
Salvation to every one that believeth. 
Before the roof was on my house I had 
four preaching places, Steel Creek and 
Knoxville, Mr. Foster’s and Mr. W. S. 
George’s on the Middle Branch creek. 
Sunday Schools were organized in 
each of these places. As soon as my 
house was under a roof, the preaching 
and Sunday School at Middle Branch 
was moved there. I had written the 
County Superintendent and sent a pe- 
tition for the formation of a School 
District along the east line of the 
county, and after waiting more than 
a month and hearing nothing, I went 
to O’Neill on the 15th of November, to 
learn what more was needed to secure 

the formation of a district. On reach- 
ing the County Seat I learned the 
Superintendent lived nine miles north- 
west. The next day I went to see him, • 

j and returned home with the requisite i 

j papers, driving most of the way from j 

O’Neill across a trackless prairie with 
out a house or tree in sight. 

The General Conference in May, 
1880, divided the Nebraska Confer- 
ence and formed the West Nebraska 
Mission Conference, with Rev. Dr. T. 
B. Lemon, Superintendent, with head- 
quarters at Kearney. Not being able 
to fill the preaching places of which I 
knew, I went to Kearney, 200 miles, 
on horseback in a little less than five 
days. Was surprised to see the 
familiar face of Mrs. Mary C. Ninde, 
of Winona, Minnesota. She was here 
to start the new Conference with a 

Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society 
fully organized and ready for work in 
this Frontier Mission Conference. 
Rev. J. Delos Wilson was the only man 

I found who was willing to go to Holt 
county. He went and attempted to do 
the work of two men. Early in March, 
1883, Dr. Lemon called the three 
preachers in this corner of his con- 

ference to meet him in Atkinson to re- 

arrange the work of these parts. A 
Church building enterprise was started 
in Atkinson and the Church was dedi- 
cated August 26, 1883. In May of 
this year I was appointed to O’Neill 
and commenced to build a Church. 

A Union Sunday School under the 
efficient superintendency of James H. 
Riggs of the Presbyterian Church had 
been formed, a Presbyterian Church 
had been organized and subscription 
started to build a Church before I was 

appointed to O’Neill. The M. E. 
Church in O’Neill was formed in May, 
1883. The membership at first was 

Dr. S. M. Benner, Mrs. S. M. Benner, 
and Miss Sada Coykendall. Mrs. Ellen 
Patterson, Miss Mary Sackett and 
Mrs. Alberta Uttley joined later. 
Subscription was solicited from the 
people of O’Neill and vicinity. Do- 
nation of $250.00 from the Board of 
Church Extension was obtained and 
early in September the work of build- 
ing was begun. Having been ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy in the office 
of County Superintendent in October, 
my hands were more than full. My 
boyhood drill in carpenter work was of 
some use now. The work with saw, 
plane and hammer had not been in 
vain. Having solicited the sub- 
scription, I collected it with but little 
difficulty. The Church was opened for 
service on the ldth of December, 1883. 
By mutual agreement the Union Sun- 
day School had been disolved and each 
of the Churches organized a Sunday 
School of its own, and peace and har- 
mony prevailed. 

The first Protestant Church organ- 
ized in Holt county, was in my house 
at Middle Branch on the 14th of No- 

vember, 1880. Its members were: 

Mrs. Mary Blain, Charles Blain, Miss 
Nellie Blain, William E. Blain, Ada 
A. Blain, Wm. R. Keep, Mrs. Lois 

Keep, Wm. S. George, Mrs. George, 
Mrs. Phebe Persons. By request of 

Presiding Elder Leedom I began 
preaching at Steel Creek and Knox- 
ville on the first Sunday in June, 
1880, where Sunday Schools and 

preaching services were continued. 
In the spring of 1881 Churches were 

formed at each of my regular preach- 
ing places: Lambert Sod School- 
house, F. M. Pike’s residence, where 

Sunday Schools were maintained, and 
also at Hainsville and Pleasant Valley. 
In the autumn of 1881 an appointment 
was made at the residence of Mr. Veal 
at Rock Falls, and another at Paddock. 
In each of these places Churches and 
Sunday Schools were formed and main- 

tained for several years. 
The first Protestant Church building 

erected in the county was at Inman, 
during the pastorate of Rev. J. Delos 
Wilson. 

In the spring of 1883 a preaching 
place was made at Saratoga and a 

Sunday School organized. 
The first Sunday School Convention 

in Holt county was in O’Neill, Sep- 
tember, 1881. Several schools 
were represented. D. L. Pond, a 

Presbyterian of Inman, came with a 

yoke of white oxen drawing a wagon 
on which was a large hayrack well 
filled with teachers and children. 

The American Bible Society had no 

small share in the religious work of 
this frontier. For when informed of 
our destitution, it sent me Fifty dol- 
lars worth of Bibles and Testaments 
for sale and donation among the peo- 

ple. These books were indispensable 
to the success of our Sunday Schools. 

They were also largely read by the old 

people. Years after, I called at the 
home of an old man who asked me if 
I remembered giving him a Testa- 
ment in coarse print that he could 
read. I had forgotten it. He brought 
me the book, saying, “I kept it in a 

paper cover so the outside is clean.” 
I opened it and inside was clear proof 
that it had been well read. He had 

proven this truth: “The entrance of 
the words giveth light; it giveth un- 

derstanding to the simple.” He en- 

joyed reading it. A resident of O’Neil 
with whom I had slight acquaintance, 
who I had been told was an infidel, 
asked me while I was in O’Neill if I 

could get him a good Bible. I said,“I 
think so.” The Bible was gotten and 

promptly paid for. Some years later j 
I was requested to supply the pulpit j 
in O’Neill one Sabbath. Learning! 

there would be class meeting before 
preaching, I went to class. Who 
should greet me as Class Leader but 
the reputed infidel for whom I had 
purchased a Bible. I replied to his 
greeting: “I am glad to see you 
here,” and he answered, “You are no 

more glad than I am.” 
I am glad to hear of the prosperity 

of the Church at O’Neill and hope it 
may continue to prosper abundantly. 

Cordially yours, 
BARTLEY BLAIN. 

From Brother Archie Bowen. 

The following is a letter received 
from Archie Bowen, of the O. II. S. 
Class of 1913, who is now studying 
music at Utica, N. Y: 

Utica, N. Y., March 11, 1914, 203 
South Street. 

Dear Friends: I was very much in- 
terested to hear of the great work you 
are undertaking to do this year. It 
is a pleasure for me to sit down a few 
moments and write you a few lines at 
this time. I am now fighting the bat- 
tles of this world in a large city. The 
surrounding atmosphere here is much 
different than there. The first thing 
I did when I came here was to join the 
Y. M. C. A., a splendid organization. 
Then I had my church letter trans- 

ferred from there to the First M. E. 
Church of Utica, a very large church 
with a membership of over six 
hundred. 

I am studying both the pipe organ 
and the piano at the present. Pro- 
fessor Magandanz, my piano teacher, 
is certainly great. They have re- 

citals at the conservatory every two 
weeks and I play once in a while. At 
the next recital I will play “Sonata 
Op. I, No. 1,” by Haydn. 

I hope this letter will be of interest 
to you and may the day speedily come 

when you will see a new M. E. Church 
erected in the city of O’Neill. 

Yours respectfully, 
Archie E. Bowen. 

We are indeed glad to hear that 
Archie is still interested in#the higher 
things of life and his many friends in 
the city all wish him abundant suc- 

cess in his study It will be re- 

membered by some that Professor 
Magadanz, formerly on the Nebraska 
Weslyan Conservatory staff, visited 
O’Neill a few years ago (1911) at 
Commencement time and treated the 
people of this community to his ex- 

ceptional playing. 

Buy your Seed Potatoes of me. 

Early Ohios.—J. P. Gallagher. 42-1. 
For Sale—100 head of High Grade 

Poland China stock hogs. Enquire of 
Thomas Carlon, O’Neill, Neb. 42-2. 


