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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE

fERY LONG AND ABLE
DOCUMENT.

The Nebraska Executive Discusses State
Affairs Thoroughly and With Becoming
Dignity —Defends the State and Makes
& Nomber of Recommendations .

BECTION FOUR.

TTTTYTT State Normal Senool,
The state normal school located at Poru,
appears to be performing the work for

“which it was constructed In a very satis-

factory manner, and meeting the full ex-
peciations of the friends of education all
over the state. I am advised that the at-
tendance of thoze who are preparing them-
sc.ves 10 become instruetors In the public
schools is fully up to If not surpassing its
previous ‘history. That the educational
work In all of its branches is being suc-
«cessfuliy prosecuted, 13 evident.

Your favorable consideration is Invited
1o the requesis of the board of trusiees
far approprlations needful in conducting
the affairs of the school for the coming
“biennlal perlod. <Conslderable Is asked for
in the construction of new bulldings. In
view of the state’s finance and the ever
nereasing burden of taxation, I am not
prepared to faver arny appropriation for
new structures at the different state In-
stitutions, except where, after a thorough
investigation, they seem to be ahsolutely
required in order that the institution may
efiiclatly carry on the work for which it
was intended, and where the withholding
of =such appropriations would cripple the
uscfulness of such Instit: _.ons.

Maximum Freight Law.

It 1s provided In section 4, of artizle 11,
oI the constitution, that “railways here-
tofore constructed, or that may here-
after be constructed in this siate, are
thereby declared public highways, and
shall be free to all persons for the trans-
portawon of their persons and properiy
thereon, under such regulations as may
be preseribed by law, and the legislature
may, from tlme to time, pass such laws
esdiablishing reasonable maximum rates
of charges for the transportation of pas-
sengers and freight on the different rail-
reads in this state. The llabillty of rall-
way corporations as comumon carriers
whall never be limited."

Section 7 provides: “The legislature
ehail pass laws 'to correct abuses and
prevent unjust discerimination and extor-
tlon in all charges of express, telegraph
‘and railroad companies tn this state, and
enforce such laws by adequate penaltles
to the extent, !f necessary for that pur-
pose, of forfelture of thelr property and
franchises." -

Under the constitutional power thus
conferred, efforts have been made from
time to time by the different legislatures
to enact lawa to establish reasonable
maximum rates and to prevent discrimi-
nation and abuses ito the patrons of such
reads. The leglsiature of 1392 enacted a

mur’ un freight rate law which was ap-
rc by the governor, and thereby be-
e one of the laws of ‘the state. The

enl..cement of this law was resisted by
different rallway companles, and a suit
insiltuted to prevent the board eof trans-
portatlon from enforcing the provisions
of he act. A trial In a federal district
court resulted adversely to the state, and
the iast deglislature made sultable pro-
visions for the prosecutlon of a writ of
errcer from the judgment of the disirict
court to the supreme court of the Unlted
SBtates. It was presumed at that time
thai the case could be taken on appeal
or error to the supreme court, and there
dispesed of In a short time and the valid-
ity of the act in question be determined.
An argument of the case was ‘had in the
supreme court in the year 1895. A re-
argument afterwards was ordered. This
has not yet been done. For some reason,
4o me unknown, a stipulation was entered
into between those representing the stato
and the attorneys for the railroads, post-
Pponing a hearing on a motion to advance
the case for reargument until some time
during ¢he present month, and It scems
now ‘hardly reasonable to expect o final
docizion on this important question until
some (ime duning ‘the spring months.
I am urablo 'to lead myself to belleva
that the delays occasioned in the final
hearing of this case are at all necessary,
but, on the comtrary, am strongly im-
prezsed with the convietion that the case,
being of so mudh pubHe importance,
ought 'to 'have been finally disposed of
long ere this. It seems to me that tho
grave questlons involved are of sufficient
drmoriance o warrant an order of ad-
vancement by the tribunal hearing the
<ases, and a decision at the earllest op-
portunity consistent with its proper con-
slderation by those who ‘have to pass
upon he legal questions involved. It s
#9 be hoped vhat a final and speedy hoar-
ing will be obtalned at an early date,
@end thus enable the peeple of the state
to arcerialn what, If any, further or dif-
ferent legislaition may be required in or-
der to carry cut the Intention of the pro-
vizions of he constitution just quoted.
Urtil the case 13 finally determined, it
would seem that nothing further in the
way of enacting a law establlehing rea-
sonable maximum frelght charges by ithe
lepislature can with safety be attempted.

Board of 'U'ransporintion.

Unader “he second constitutional pro-
wvision, the legislature has estabished a
board of transportation, glving to such
board power to prevent unjust discrim-
inatlon, and ‘o fix reasonable rates four
the carrying of freights, and in gensral
ito carry out ‘the oprovisions of the aot
creating such board. A board thus es-
tablished, properly enforcing tae law,
can serve a good purpose in preventing
unjust diserimination or exorbitant ratos
for the carrying of freights by iae dif-
ferent railroads of the state. Its useful-
ness depends very much on its ability
to enforce the laws. If the board has not
sufficient authorlty, as now cocnstituted,
to fulfil the objects of its crewtilon, the
law ghculd be amended so as to glve 7t
more extended powers. The necessity for
‘the maintenance of an office charged
with theduties of enferelng all provisions
of e law rezulating railroad traffic in
the state, is quite obvious to all.

The people of tho state, I am satisfied,

prefer an elective raliread commisson
rather than the commission as now cre-
ated. This they are unable to accom-
plish until our fundamental law shall
be amended providing for these addi
tion: xecutive officers. A tconstiiutisy

dinent looking to that end was sul
to the electors at the last ge :
., ‘the adoption cf which is qu
Until such

9 one
:ting so
fon that our beard
s may be amendad
as ‘o give greater

powores and more latliude in the “opera-
tion of the board in the enforcament of
the law, thereby assuring a better admin-
{stration of hla important feature of
state government. It would also scem
advizable to F've to a board of transpor-
tation net only the uight to control rall-
road trafle, but also that of telegraph
and express companies deing business
between points within the state.

Thia entire matter i3 submitted to you
wih the hope that, if any changes in
our present law are found to be advis-
able, the subject may be lexizlated upon
by you =0 as to bring about equltable
dealings hetween these meveral corpora-
tions and thelr patrons. While protect-
ing the rights of the individual, every
consideration whicdh wisdom and justice
regquires should be given 'to the corpora-
it'on whose busin2es I3 thus sought to be
regulated.

Nebraska Natlonal Guard,

The report of the adjutant-gensral
showa that during the past two years,
the natlonal guard In ‘this state has
made great rprovement in its knowledge
of milltary duty, and “aat the equipment
13 sufficient, with ‘e exception of a
few articles, to enable it to take '‘he field
for active service In or out of the state.
There is yet much to be done to bring
the guard up to the accepted standard
of officlency, and that can be accrom-
plighed only by careful, theoretical in-
structlon of the commissioned officers
in military seclence and practieal instrue-
tion of the whole guard in annual en-
campments. The national guardsmen are
volunteers ready for duty whenever
emergency demands thelr services. By
personal applieation, and In a great
measure by their own exponze., they are
learning the rouwtine of the drill, the re-
quirements of miliary disclplne and ac-
quiring the minutla of duty.

The proper malntenanc: of the na-
tional guard of the state requlres that
reasonable appropriations should be made
to bring the services to a high state of
efficlency. While the law expressly pro-
vides for annual encampments for instrue-
tion, the appropriations have herstofore
besn insufficient nnd only one encamp-
ment had been held during cach biennial
period prior to my administration. After
the encampment at Hastings In 1895, it
was found that a great saving had been
made, by economical management, and
the officers of the guard In consultation
were unanimously of the opinlon that
the good of the service and requirements
of law demanded ithe annual encamp-
ovent held at Lincoln in 18%6. While the
available appropriation wyas insufficlent
the guardsmen were wllling to accep:
half pay and look to this seasion of the
legislature for the balance, The two en-
campments were held at an average cost
of $14,219.87, a saving of $4,342.27 on each
encampment, as compared with the en-
campment of 15%. ;

The Indebtedness of the guard as a re-
sult of the last encampment is $5,441.H4
more than there remains of funds on
hand. Several hundred dollars will be re-
quired, to bear expenses until the end of
the biennlal period, Increasing the de-
ficlency to about $6,000. A slghtly in.
creased appropriation over that usually
made will enable the guard to comply
with the requirements of the law in the
matter of holding annual encampmemnts
and keep the service in a high state of
efficlency. This would geem to me to bo
advisable. The excellent condition of the
state's militia is due In a great measure
to the efliclent management of the ad-
jutant-general, Brig.-Gen. Patrick H. Bar-
ry. The guard is zlso indebted to Major
Edmund G, Fechet, of the 8ixth cavalry,
U. 8. A. for valued service in Instrue-
tion.

Your attentlon is invited to the need of
8 thorough revision of the militia law. It
has been found that the present law, in
many instances, does not meet the re-
quirements, and also, that sewveral of the
sections are exceedingly ambiguous. Your
attention is especlally invited to section
22, which is clearly in direct violation cf
the laws of the United tSates.

There &re now deposited in office of the
adjutant-general the battle flags of
First Nebraska infantry, and the flags
and guldons of the First Nebraska cav-
alry, together with other very valuable:
relics of the late ogvll war. I would
rocommend that these flags be placed in
hermetically sealed cases to preserve them
from atmospheric destruction. As thess
are symbols of the h:erolsm of Nebraska
volunteaer soldlers, they should be guarded
sacredly by the state.

Labor Burenu.

The bureau cf labor and Industrial sta-
tiatics has been greatly handicapped by
the meagre appropriations made by the
last legislature. This bureau should be
malntalined and suitable appropriations
made in order to carry on the work in-
tended by its creatlon. The gathering sta-
tistlcs and information of the conditlon of
the varied forms of labor and of tha
value of its products is an Important mat-
ter and of great bLenefit to the people.
The extension of the work of this bureau
might very properly be made so that it
would become a means of communication
between cmployers and those desiring em-
rloyment, giving It the features of an em-
ployment bureau in addition to those it
now posseésses, with sultable provisions
and restrictions for the prevention of un-
necessary burdens by those who avall
themselves of the opportunities thus af-
forded.

It is hardly to be expected that the work
of the bureau can be brought to a higher
astate of usefulnees unless provisions are
made for travelling expenses In visiting
many portions of the state for the pur.
pose of gecuring needful information and
data. This phase of the work cannot be
carried on satisfactorily by means of com-
munication through the matls.

The time, also, seems to be ripe for the
making of some suitable provisions for
the gathering and dissemination of infor-
mation looking to the securing of desirable
immigration to assist in further develop-
ing the many and varied resources of
th» atate. If it meets the views of the
legislature to take action for the en-
couragement of immigration to the state,
I would suggest the advisability of util-
izing the labor bureau. An appropriation
of a few thousand dollars a year, |if
wisely and judiclously saxpended, woula
prebably accomplish much in direeting
immigration to the state,

A short time ago an organization was
perfected by a large number of active and
energetic citizens of the state under the
name of the Nebraska club, the cbhject of
which 1 sto encourage immigration. In
the event an appropriation for Immigra-
tion purposes is deemed advizable, and
youa should determine it would better
be expended by some other means than

that heretofors suggzested, I doubt not
that this erganization cculd very safely
be entrusted with such expenditures, and
that the same would be made to the very
Lioat advantaige, acot

a4 could be expec

course. The organ!

fected and in active operation and is com-
posed of men of high character who are
devoted to the upbuilding of the <tat> und
are well worthy ef such encouragement
as weould be glven them by an apo opai-
ation of this character,

Pepartment of Banking.

he ztate

wonrd, composed of t

and attorney-:
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court,

ppointed by
makes

reports from time to {ime concerning mat.
tera in relatlon to his recelvership.

1 am of the opinion, and I understand
this vlew Is shared in by all members cf
+he banking board, that the law should
be amended so that this board should ko /x
the control of the suspendad Institutions
until the creditors are fully provided for,
and tHat the appointment of a recelver
and the disposition of the assets should be
vnder the control of the board, ruther
than the tourts. As the law now sianids
1tha board ceases to have any connecilon
with the bank when Its doors are closea
and the matter is entirely left witn the
diztrict court. 1 can see no reason why
the Interest of the creditors of a sus.
rended bank may not be better cared for
by the banking board, who have more or
less knowledge regarding the institution
prior to its failure and who will be in
a position to close up its affairs more
expoditiously and with less expense than
the district court. All litigation growing
out of such suspended institution should
come within the jurisdiction of the dla.
trict court, where it properly belongs. It
also appears that the provislons of the
banking law are not broad enough to in-
clude loan and trust companies organlzed
within the state, which it seems to me
would be proper to have under the control
and supervision of this department. The
strengthening of the law for the purpose
of giving Dbetter protection to the do-
positors of the bank wherever possible
should be made.

State Fish Commlission,

An honest effort on the part of the fish
commission to perform the greatest pos-
sible service to the state with a small
outlay for expenses has evidently been
successful, The varlous strenms of the
state and many public and privat> lakes
and ponds have been well stocked with
the best varieties of fish. Needed repairs
and Improvements, involving small ex-
pense have been made at the atate hateh-
erles under direction of the superint:nd-
ent. The report of the superintendent of
the state hatcherise at S8outh Bend is re-
plete with Interesting facts and valuable
information. The state has about $17,000
invested In property at the hatcheries,
The plant is well equipped and In readi-
ness to contlnue the work successfully.

I am of the opinion that the results at-
tained by the commission justify a con-
tinuation of legislative support to the ex-
tent of a reasonable appropriation for
the needful expenditures in carrying on
the next blennlum.

TLive Stock Inspection Law.

The live stock Industry of the state of
Nebraska s and will be, s0 long as pres-
ent conditions exist, one of the principal
branches of agricultural Industry. Recog-
nizing this fact, the leglslature at differ-
ent times has enacted laws to prevent the
spread of contaglous or Infectious diseases
and providing for the appointment of a
llve stock sanitary commission, including
a state veterinary surgeon. This law, It
seems, was found to be cumbersome and
expensive and for a numbir of years the
legislature has falled to make any ap-
propriation for the purpose of enforcing
its provisions, thus rendering it obsolete.
During the past two years many commu-
nicatlons were received by thls depart-
ment from people all over the state mak-
ing Inquiries respecting the state vet:rin-
ary surgeon and desiring hila services for
the purpose of examination into the con-
dition of live stock supposed to hawva con-
tagious or infectlous diseases. To the
many requests for the services of a state
veterinary surgeon no satisfactory re-
spongas could be glven because of the
want of an appropriation to defray the
salary and expenses of such officer.

During the month of August last, not-
withstanding the annual quarantine
proclamtion prohibiting the shipment of
cattle from certain territories where the
southern or splenie fever exists,shipments
of southern cattle affected with this dread
disease was unloaded at Germar s wn,
Seward county, Nebraska, and placed in
a pasture in that wicinity. It was soon
discovered that the cattle were infected
with this diszare, but not until a num-
ber of native cattle had become Infected
and died. Considerable loss of native cat-
tle occurred and there was much alarm
among the citizens of the vicinity gener-
ally who feared a much greater loss to
the cattle Industry in that portion of
the state. I deemed this emergency to be
of sufficlent importanc: to avall myself
of the provisions of the law to check the
threatened spread of this disease. A state
veterinarlan was appolnted, as well as
two live stock inspectors, who at once
tock charge pf all cattle within ‘he terrl-
tory, affected and established 1 quar-
antine lines, taking prompt i ures te
stamp out the disease. Thelr etrorts were
successful, and, since the approach of
winter, the danger {8 passed. The neces-
slty for this action required the -
penditure of a small sum of money and
the Incurring of some further obligations
in order that the work might be made
effective. An account of nucessary ex-
penses will be presented to your body in
a report from the state vsterinarlan thus
appointed £nd I recommend an appropri-
ation for its payment.

Another shipment of caftle similarly
affected was unloaded later in the senson
in the northwestern part of the stata.
In order to prevent any spread of the
disease, the sheriff of Bioux county, In
which the cattle wera unloaded, wos In-
structed to keep them confined in one
place and prevent them coming In con-
tact with any other stock in that portion
of the country until an examination might
be made by the state veterinarian and
the spread of the disease prevented.
Bome additional expense was incurred in
connection with this matter.

These two Instunces emphasize the nec-
essity of making provisions for the better
I'rotection of the live stock Interests of
the state. The luw, as it stande, may ba
amended 87 as to render its enforcement
of comparative small expensa to the peo-
ple of the state, and yet be mude very
uffective for the purpose of preventing
the spread of contagious or Infectious dis-
cases and the consequent loss of valuable
live stock. If the law vould be so mmend-
ed as to empower a state veterinarian to
establish and enforce ripld quarantine
regulationa wherever required without ths
receselty of the Interpcsiticn of live stock
inspectors, 1 belleve much good could
ve accomplished with but little expense.

A bll amending the present law has
been prepared by those Interested in vet-
arinury surgery In the state, the provi-
slons of which largely overcome the oh-
Jections existing In the present luw and
at the same thme make ample provislon
for the protection of this Important in-
terest. T trust that you will be able to
r'va_-.:h a s=allsfuctory conclusion that will
make it possible for the proper author-
ities upen  all necessary o-cazions to
premptly prevent the spread and, as far
a3 possitle, eradicate these evils affecting
the live

stock Interests of the stalte,
Fire and Pollee Boaivl,
Experience and thoughtfil consideration
on the part of law-making bodies sesm
to have demonstrated the wislom of re-

moewving as far as possihle from politi
influences mutters pertalning to the palea
and fire departments and the regulaion
and sale o1 Intoxleating lqu-rs in the
* unlon. This can bsat

In the har of tho
* or other state cfflcers the
¢l the merabers whi ¢
suech hoards. Th polley 1
y and, pt

s ittte

T s
15t alnre,

1 that the

tlds respect prov
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m 'rs of the btoard of fire andl poliae
comm r uld he appainted by
the g tricting Intment
of nol ox W two to poidil.al
[ £ for am ership of foar
to be thus app e witly the mayer of
the clity a member ex-oMilo of such com-
" len. The last legleliture, un the
rretense of corrosting abuses alls 10
have ex!sted under the management of thy

| from

fire and peiice board of tha city of Oma-
ha, changed the law then !a existence
by reducing the membership of such com-
mission to three, not including the mayer,
and prowdlng for the appointment of
such commisslon by the goverror, ths at-
torney-general and vommiseloner of publla
lands and bulldings. I regarded this meis-
ure us purely partisan, enucted for the
purposa of taking the appolnting power
from the hunds of the governor and giv-
ing the controlllng vote to two me 3
belonging to the party which don ted
in the leglslature. It also app:ared (o
me that it wus unwise to exclude fr-m
the fire and police board the chief exec-
utive officer of the city, and fcr these
and other considerations, I withteld ox-
ecutive approval from the bill thus en-
acted,

The administration of the uffalrs under
the provisions of the present law, and
knowledge galned since thet time respzot-
ing the operations of suvh a bowrd, have
confirmed me in the views 1 then held.
I am firmly of tLo opinlon that the law
in existence at the time of the chunga
was far preferuble to the present one,
and that this leglslature would Imprave
the flre and pollce wdministration of Oma-
ha, by a re-enactment of the luw exlst-
ing pricr to the last session of the legis-
luture,

ey
DBeet Sugar Bonuty.

Nebraska 48 essentially an agrioultural
state. ller growth, prosperity and the
increase of wealth of her citizens depend
very lurgely on the success wiich we may
be able to achleve In the muny differemt
branches of agricultural enterprise,

I'or a number of years our people have
given much conslderuticn to the grow.ng
of beets fromm which to manufucture sue-
gar. Two great factories huve been es-
tablished within her borders for the man.
ufavture of sugar from the sugar Leet,
At no time since the establlzhment of
either of these factorles, unless perhapa
in 184, con weccount of the drouth thut
season, has there been any dearth In the
production of sugar beets ample to test
the full capacity of each of thess fau-
torles during the seascn of operation. In
faot, those operating these fuctories have
been compelled each scuson to refuse to
vontro.ct for a large acrenge of sugar
beeta which the farmers desired to pro-
fMuce, because of jack of capuclty for
caring for them,

Experience thua far has demonstrated
that we possess In thls state the soll,
climate and all things e¢lse required to
grow this very useful plant as advan-
tageously as in any other portion of the
country. That we should make the most
profitable use of these favorable condi-
tiuns, I think we are all in entlre accord.
The experlmental work engaged in by a
dopartment in the state unlversity In
determining the most approved method
of sugar beet culture, and In the dis-
semination of the knewledge thus ob-
tained, as well as the analysis of sample
boets sent to the unlversity for that pur-
pose, have greatly isted the practical
sugar beet grower. The helpful interest
manifested by ‘the university authoritles
in this subject Is grea'tly appreclated by
all friends of sugar beet culture. The
growing of sugar beets and the manu-
facture of sugar therefrom ‘in the state
may be sald to have fairly passed the
stage of experiment and is established on
fivm footing. The acreage which could
profitably be cultlvated In this one crop
alome 8 almos't unlimited in extent. The
establishment of manufactories, thereby
parmitting the cultivation of much larger
acreage, is greatly desired, and any en-
couragument whidh ccould properly be
glven wouid meet with general approval,

The preceding session of the legisla-
ture passed an act for the avowed pur-
pose of oncouraging the growth of sugar
beeta and the manufacture of sugar
therefrom, by giving a bounty of five-
wighths of 1 cent for each pound of gugar
manufactured within the state by face
torica already established, and 1 cent
for each pound of sugar manulactured
by factcoriea to be eatablished, providing
in each iustance that $ per ton should
‘be pald for ‘the beets purchased by such
factories. The same act also provided
for a bounty for the manufacture of
chlcory from chleory bests,

Under a conviction of official duty, be-
lleving an act of ‘thils character unsound
in public polley and a wrongful use of
the power of taxation, I withhheld ex-
ecutive approval from the ‘act referred
to, but it was paseed and became a law
notwithstanding. Under the provislons
of this act, clalms were presented againat
the state, properly certified by the sec-
rotary of state, for sugar and ochicory
manufactured durlng the season of 1895,
amounting to the sum of $47,600.81, and
warranis upon the state treasury were
drawn therefor, notwithstanding no ap-
propriation was made by the legislature
for the payment of such clalms. For the
season of 159 it 1s estimated In the re-
port of the secretary of state that 10,-
861,700 pounds of sugar will be manu-
faotured, which would make claims for
sugar bounty amounting to $67,885.62,
Upon the declination of the state auditor
to issue further warrants, suit was In-
etituted, which resulted In an opinion
from the supreme court adverse to the
position taken by the bounty claimants.

The result of the operation of ¢his
bounty act has only served to confirm
ma in the views which I then emnter-
talned. A claim againet the state aggre-
gating more than $115,000 has thus been
permitted. Its liquidation seems a very
‘heavy burden on the already overtaxed
cltizens of ‘the state. There has not as
yet been an additional acre cultivated in
beets or a new manufactory, with thelir
corresponding benefits, secured to the
state. To the claim of some that such
a bounty 1s for the benefit of the sugar
beet grower rather than the manufac-
turer, ¥t is proper to remark that jus-
tice to all interests of the state would
hardly require that an industry, which
is admdttedly remunerative, and which
thousands are anxious to engage 1in as
aoon aa factories are establghed to con-
sume ‘what they may produce, shall be
made more remunerative at the expense
of the vast majority of those engaged In
other branches of agriculture who re-
celve 100 meagre remuneration as a re-
ward for thebr toll. What ds more to be
desired than a bounty,which its warmest
advocates admit Is only a temporary ex-
pedlent, 18 a filxed and well daflned pollcy
of encouragement by natural means and
mutual co-operation hetween grower and
manufasturer, relylng upon the para-
mwunt conditions which surround us . for
the full develpoment of thls industry.

That part of the bounty act holddng
out Inducements for the establishment of
new factories, which seems to have been
unavailng, Is more equitable and has
maore foundation In justice and reason
than that which helps support an Indus-
try already established at the expense
<f others less favored.

Boundary CommIlssion.
vint resolution of the legizlature of
e of South Dakeota and the leglis-
tature of this state, the governor of each
smpowered 10 appoint three
rs who, acting together,
wers Lo ascertain and report to the gov-
arnor of each of sald statea pricr to the

next s¢ssion of the legislature a true
and corr:iet boundary line between the
states of Nebroaska and South Dakota,
togother with a draft of a compact or

t o be enterc ‘tween the

apnpeara 4

among
f the dis-
riain
Ti=-
500 e
viclutors of

wpective
punist
the lasw,

the

<l many

“In accorduncve with the wuthority thus
glven the governor of South Dakota com-
mlasioned Messras, Andrew E. Lee, E. C.
Ericscn and E. H. Ven Antwerp to act on
the part of South Dakotw, end for this
state I appointed Meszra. C. J. Bmyth, E1
A, Fry and J, W. Edgerton. The vom-
missioriers thus uppsinted met, orzanized
and discharged the duty imposel upon
them by such appointment. Thelr raport
{s submitted herewith. This report i3 &:-
companied by a draft of u compact to be
entered into by the two executivea of tha
states interested when authority has been
glven for thwt purpose by the reapective
legislaturea, all subject to the approval
cor ratificatlon of the United Btatea ccn-

gross,

The line Intended to murk thes boundary
betwaen the two states was unan!mously
agreed upon. It would appauar that the
‘permanert establlshment of the line so
ugreed upra cannot be fully accomplished
without congressional cetlon. If the re-
port of the joint commission meets your
approval and you ratify It by proper legis-
lation, it would seem that a memorianl to
congress praying for ita ratification would
be proper.

Feea of Court ('lorks.

The clerka of the suprema and districet
court ure under the present law pald for
thelr services by the fres of their offices
for servicea performed Irrespective of the
amount of such fees, This seems to le
an unzatisfuctory provision of law, and
hus caused more or lesa compleint from
those having work to be performed In
such cffices, as well as creating a sense
of Injustice In meking no provialons re-
specting tha l=it or umdunt of =malary
which may be recclved by such officers,
Almost every other ofMlce known toluw has
fixed und verta!n limits as to the salaries
allowed ard It would seem that theas
same genersl provisicna should extend ta
the offives named, All fees recelved oughit
to be accounted for und after the reten-
tion by the officer of u certaln sum wh'rh
shull e determined as a reasonuble com-
penantion end falr salary for the dutles
performed all over und abova such amount
should be turned Into the stute treasury.

Constitntionnl Amendments,

The last sesslcn of the legisluture, by
Joint resolution, submitted twelva consti-
tutional wmrendments to the voters of the
state for thelr ratificatl-n. One of the
amendments so submitted provided for an
Increase in the number of the supreme
court judges from threa to five. The leg-
Islature provided for the election of two
udditional judges contingent on the adop-
tlon of this constitutional amendment,
Candldates were nominated by the differ-
ent perties and Willlam Neville and John
B. Kirkpatrick were elected, contingent
on the adoption of this amendment. The
sectlon of the constitutlon In relution ta
amendments provides that they shall be
submitted at a general election at which
senators and representatives ara elested
and if a majority of the electors voting
at such eleution udopt such umendments
the same shall beccme u part of the con-
stitution. The legialature also provided
that the vote on the constitutivnal amend-
ments so preposed should be cvanvussed
by the stute canvassingz bourd, but gave
to such board no direct authority to de-
clure the result of suvh eleotion or to
fetermine whether giich amendments were
adopted,

The canvassing board c¢unvassed the
vote and found the number of votes cast
for and uaguinst each of the propossd
constitutional amendments and also the
total number of electors votlng ut =ald
elevtion upon all propositions and mude
the qualified finding that if it took u ma-
Jority of all the voters voting at such
election for any purpose that sald amend-

ments were lost, u majority of the can-
vassing board belng of the oplnion thuat
thls was the proper basls upon which te
determine the adoption of such amend-
ments,

This doctrine does not appear to be sup-
ported by the botter weight of authorities
In well consldered cuses, nnd has been
distinetly repudiated by our own supreme
vourt, which, in u case reported in the
17th Nebraska, construlng this sevtion of
the constitution held that the ‘‘votes nec-
easury to adept an amendment must be a
majority of ull those cast in the stute
at thut election for senutors and represen-
tatives.” This oplnion was expressed Ly
two of the judgew, only ovne dissenting,
holding that the section of the constitu-
tion under consideration should be con-
strued to require only a majority of the
votes at surh electlon cust upon the prop-
ositlon for the adopticen or rejection of the
amendments submitted for that purpose.
In a more recent cuse, reported in the
47th Nebruska, page 417, in considering a
similar question the court again repudi-
ated the dootrine thut the totsl number
of electers voting 'at the eleotlon was the
proper busis upon which to determine
the result on any particular proposition
end quotes approvingly the lunguage of
another court In deflning the word *‘vote’
Lo mean un expression of the cholce of the
voter for or ugainet any meadure, uny
}:.w or the electlon of any person to of-

e,

The cunvassing bosurd was unable to ms-
certaln the numbter of votes cast for the
eleotion of senators and representatives
and the result of the election us to the
adoption of these constitutional amend-
ments, it would seem, cannot be correctly
deterriined without a recunvass of the
vOtes cust upon this proposition and an
ascertainment of the totul votes tust
for senators and representatives to cem-
ply with the construction given to this
section of the constitution by the supremo
court.

Attornoy General's Report.

I request your attention to the report of
the attorney-general whereln he suggests
the advisabliity of amending some of the
laws of the state which have come under
his personal observation in the conduct
of his office. An act was passed In 1883
providing that all rallroads touching the
same point In this state should bulld and
maintain transfer switches for common
use In transferring frelght in carload lots
from one euch rallroad to another. The
attorney-general reports that at the time
of entering upon the duties of his office
two cases were pending In the district
courts for the purpose of compelling the
rallroads to put In transfer switches as
contemplated by this action of the stat-
utes, upon the trial of these cases the law
was held to be unconstitutional and in
each case upon different grounds; that
upon appeal to the supreme court, the law
was held void, but upon still different
grounds.

**This matter,” says the attorney-gen-
eral, “ought to be a subject of legislaiive
enaciment, but great care should be ob-
served in the preparation of such a meas-
ure 0 that there could exist no constitu-
tlonal cbjections to the same.”

In thls report, the attorney-general
recommends an amendment to cover im-
perfections pointed out In sectlon 12, of
chapter 1V, of the criminal code, entitled
“Viclence to person not resulting in

death.” He suggests amendments (o sec-
tion 93 In relation to Injuries to railroad
and telegraph property, and also to sec-

tion 244 of the criminal code making the
t of a grave pf a dead bedy a
¢ instead of a misdemeanor, as at

present.

It cecurs to me that these recommenda-
tions are worthy of your conslderation,
and it the statutory provisions referred
to would be improved by the amendments

suggested.

Tennessee Centenninl Exposition,
1¢ centennial annlversary the admis-
of Tennes into the
be celebrated 1t nte
=iel T 2}

following ¢omn

eresty of our state:

J. Butier, zancoin; Joseph Oberfelder,

ney; H. D, Crawford, York; Ernst -
ninghoven, Omaha; and Nick Friis, Pene
der. Thls commission has taken the nee=
essary prellminary steps for the rapre-
sentation of Nebraska and an exhibit of
her products., This cannot be succ |
accomplished without assiatance from you -
by a reasonable appropriation with which
to defray the necessary expenses, :

Trans-Mississippl Iixposition,
During the summer and autumn of 1838
Nebraska will be visited by thousands and
hundreds of thousands of citizens of other
states, The trans-Mississippl expositiom
will be held from June until November at
Omaha and wlll undoubtedly attract peo-

of the country. Various national organ-
izations are arranging to hold thelr annuak
sesslons at the Nebraska metropolis ink
1898 s0 as to avall themsaelves of an oppor-

tending thelr meetings. I feel safe pre-
dicting that the trans-Mississippl exposi=
tion at Omaha will be the greatest exposi-
tlon of the products of the great west ever
held. [
This projeoct had s origin more than =

trans-Mississlppl congress. Prominent mem
of that clty promptly formed an assocla-
tlon with a caplital stock of $1,000,000, of
which more than $400,000 has been sub-
seribed, The flrst assessment upon this
atock has been paid and the affairs m
assoctatlon are In good financial di-

tion, The organizers and promoters are

financial standing; the organization is
strong and the capital adequate. Congress
recognized the Importance of the exposi-
tion by an appropriation of $200,000, which

milllon. ‘The legislature of our sister stata

priation of $10,000, and, the Towa friends
of the enterprise predict an additional ap=
propriation of $65,000 at the next sesslon.
The legislature of Utah and Loulsians

rt of their states to the exposition and
ﬂ:eral eppropriations are expected from:
all the states and territories in the trans-
Mississlppl country. .

This expositlon will unquestionably ace
complish great good in bringing together
the varled Interests of the west and serve

existing between the western .,
will do for the west what the Atlanta
exposition has done for the south, but in
a larger degree. Naturally Nebraska X
orofit largely by having this great expo-
sitlon held on her soil. Interested visitors
will learn of the great opportunities our
state offers for Investment and Immigra=
tlon, 4
You will be called upon by the manage=-
ment of the trans-Misslssippl associatiom
to make an appropriation to ald the enter-
prise, and I trust that the financial as-
sistance given by you will be liberal an ;
suffilent, 80 that sur sister states and ter-
ritories west of the Mississippl may ba
thereby encouraged to lend thelr substans
tlal ald, ' .
(<o L
Concluslon,
T extend to you in conclusion my hearty
co-pperation and hest su t In every
effort you may make to advance the im=

.

our fellow citizens, I hope your stay im
the capital elty may be pleasant and that,
having dillgently attended to the affalrs
which eall you here, you may return to
your homes with the satisfaction of having
faithtully performed your duty as repre=
sentatives of a free people, .
HOLCOMB.

(Slgned) SILAS A. J
Executlve Chamber, Lincoln, Neb., Jam.
7, 1897,

"PAPA FLEUTELOT,” ulszn;

A French Milllonsire Who Begged in the
Strost and Dlod in Filth. {]

A miser of the story-book type
dliled a few weeks ago in Auxerre,
France. Althongh he never had wile
or children he was known to all per-
sons in the city as ‘‘Papa Fleutelot.”
He had been a public figure for &
generation and could be seen daily,
in storm or sunshine, tottering in his
rags through the streets to gather
odd bits of coal and wood and cigar
stumps. \When he began his work
in the city there were the usual ru-
mors that he was rich and miserly,
but they were soon dispelled by the
abject flith and want in which he
!llved and by his importunity in beg=
ging. :

Papa Fleutelot died in his eighty-
fifth year, and was burled in the pot
ter's field. The French police, who
suspect overything. still suspected
the old man's pretenses of poverty.
despite the recent snifting of publie;
opinion, and they searched the hut.
in which he had lived and died.!
Filth was ankle deep upstairs and!
knee deep in the cellar. The first!
search was rewarded only with the
iiscovery of 400 bottles of Bordeaux
vintage of 1790, The second search,
however, revealed a hole in the cels
lar wall behind a pile of indescriba~
ble dirt. From this hole the police
dragged a chest, and in the chest|
they found the treasure. From top'
to bottom it was stuffed full of mort-
gages, government bonds, shares in
stock companies, and title deeds. All
showed the keenness of Papa Fleute~
lot in investing his savings, for
without exception the securities wera
of the highest class. Tneir face val-
ue was 1,000,000 francs, but as many
of the bonds and stocks are above!
par they can ba sold for a much
larger sum.

For move than eleven years the old
man had negleeted to c¢lip his cou-
pors. He had let them accumulate
until they represented a market val-
ue of 140,000 francs.

Among the many pieces of real
2state whose ownership was revealed
by tho contents of the chest is &
large truct of land near Villeneuve-
sur-Yonne. On this lend there are
400 acres of fine forest and several
nuildings of ancient indestructible
make. It had been more than forty
years since anybody at Villeneuve
knew who owned the estate. When
Papa Fleutelot died in his hove!, but
twenty centimes, or less than five
zents, was his total cash capital. As
was expected, the usual number of
hsirs have appeared since the old
man’s body was puried in the potter's
feld. They affect to believe that
still more treasure is concealed in
the hut, and they are taking it down
piece by pieeo in the hope of enrich=
ing themselves.

Oklnhoma “Seoncrs’” Deing Ejected.
Prrny, Ok., Jan. 8.—Ufficers ara
cjecting  today  ‘‘sooncrs”  holding
claims on the lines of tlie Ponen, Otoe .
and Missouri and Osage Indian reser-
vations in necordance with o decision
of Secreury D. IL. I'vancis in which he
reversed ex-Secretary  Smith, It im

feared much trouble will resels

tunity of visiting the exposition while at-

of Iowa has made a prellminary appro-

have passed resolutions pledging the sup~-

to cement the already ~friendly nlathg

and

terests of Nebraska and the welfare of :

ple in great numbers from every sectlom

year ago at the Omaha session of the i

men of business ability, integrity and good

it Is expected will be Increased to half a




