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2 mucpessinl tive days' bible meeting
Was baid at Caadron.

Henry Procikman, who lives four
miles northwest of West Point, dropped
dead in the kitchen at his home, from
heart disease.

Andrew McCart was bound over to
the district court at Indianola by
Bquire Beck, charged with assault withe
intent to commit rape on a Mrs. Eber-
ling of Lebanon.

The state board of school lands and
funds last week purchased $100,000
worth of Saunders county 4!§ per cent
bonds and the treasurcr issued his
check for the amount.

While running to a fire recently one
of the members of the North Platte
fire company fell and was run over by
the hose cart. He was Ladiy bruised,
but not dangerously injured. :
. The McCook band, which played a$
the state fair in Omaha, had a concert
recently, and the proceedings wer
wound up by presentinye Director Su
ton with & gold mounted baton.

Hog cholera has been raging in
Saunders county for some time, but is
now abating. Une man lost 122 head,
another 137, one 47. lu some Jocalities
there is not a pig left to tell the tale.

The citizens of l.ong P’ine are be-
coming very much interested in the
culture of gamo fish, especially the
rainbow trout and brook trout. At mno
place in the west have the reports been
as favorable as there.

The Omaha Savings bank, the oldest
of its kind in the city, has suspended.
The linbilities are nearly a million dol-

r& The president cuims that the
deposits are well secured and that the
bank will pay out in time.

Leander Jones, an old man who has
been working at what he was able to
do for & Plerce county farmer for sev-
eral years for his board and clothing,

his hands while nt work some
time ago. His injuries were neglected
until it is feared he will not recover.

A farmer named Worth, living in
north part of Burt county, was robbed
by his hired man last week of 861, the
nocudlof a sale of cattle made the

¥ before. Worth's son took the cat-
tle to Lyons and returned in the even-
ing with the money. His father not
being at home the boﬁ retained posses-
eion of the money. He slept with the

man that night, and in the morn-
Ing both man and money were gone. '

Henry C Zehrung, ome of Lincoln's
best known business men, committed
suicide last week by hanging himselt
to a rafter in the loft of the barn at his

ence on C street. Mr. Zehrung
was connected with the Standard Gl
and Paint company, and with his part
ner had bought out all the other inte
ests gince the organization three years
ago. The busineas is said to have been
fairly prosperous. i

The golden wedding of Mr. and Mra
John Maxwell was celebrated nt the
poor farm adjofming Nemaha, which
has been kept by them for about twen-

five yeara No people are more
mly esteemed than Mr. and Mra
Maxwell. About 125 g:: le were
ent at the r tion, des the child-
ren, grand-children, and one great
grandchild. Friends presented Mr.
and Mra. Maxwell with gold watches
in addition to other valuable presents

The case of the state of Nebrasks
against Willlam Baker on s charge of
hulullllg. was tried in the district
court at Wahoo. The jury, after s
short deliberation, rotugaoi a verdict
of ty. Baker broke intoa barn at
Vi n:aho, June 1, last, and stole a set

ness. He escaped to Lancaster
county, where he was nrrested by Sher-
i n, who found the stolen har-
:;n in . k:lr'l wagon, and brought
m to Saunders coun and he h
lain in jail until now. v =

The records of the office of the conn-
Ly recorder show that in Otoe coumty
twenty-two farm mortzages were flled

December, aggregating $25,4.5.-
66 ] n releases were filed, in
amounnt of $17,766. Six city mortgages,

amoun to $2,553.38, and ten re-
leases, $3,945, were placed on record.
The record for u.'.' year shows 205

aggregating

a’m mortgages filed,
-un,moa; 241 !?leuu. $305,079, 88;
ity mortgages, in amount of 9,-
252.86; and 83 releases, 848,970.13. 2
et At Elmwood Rev. Pallister accused
& _ﬂu chureh janitor of going through his
desk and appropriating $15 which he
- Bad left there. The janitor denied the
<haiges and after a wordy war the
“minister struck him over the head with
his cane, breaking it into three pleces,
then he seized a chair and tried to com.
! the chastisement with that. Dur-
ing the encounter the janitor seized
the stove and endeavored to re-
turn blow for blow. Later on the two
~met at the l’:l::il:r‘lu house and each
ﬂoﬂadm iasty actions and

J 'f'h Fremont beet sugar company
. Was incorporated last week with anp
buthorized capital of $1,000,000 divided
into shares of :;onuch. The articles
were signed is Johnson, L. D.
‘t‘ﬁ" L. M. Rene, B. W. Reynolds,
B B. Schneider, W. H. Munger and
. Wm Ruwe. Work on the organiza-
_ tlon of this company has been in pro-
gress montha It is mnot the

: mmtt:o wmpngd to furnisk
~ $he business, but to be o shape to ::

liat the co-operation of capitalists else-

where in
Pc%p.nyoung man living with
':&ﬂ‘l'. ':‘lgr ;onthl::iut of Sut-
D e by taking strych-
~ He left a letter in his po{ket
his father and mother good
were in Lincoln on a visit
time, and a messenger was sent

GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE

A VERY LONG AND ABLE
DOCUMENT.

The Nebraska Executive Discusses State
Affalrs Thoroughly and With Decoming
Dignity —Defends the State and Makes
a Number of Recommendatious.

SECTION ONE.

To the Members of the Twenty-fifth
8esslon of the Legislature of Nebraska.—
Gentlemen: In the discharge of the obll-
gatlion imposed on me as the chlef execu-
tive of the siate to communicats to you
such Information and recommendations as
may suggest themselves,l deem It not in-
appropriate to express my gratification
that this message ls presented to a legisla-
tive body, & majority of the members of
whiich 1 have reason to beileve are in har-
mny and sympathy with the executive
department; and that we can
look for a heurty accord between the ex-
acutlve und legislative branches of th's
state government, In the respective capae-
ities to which we, the servants of the peo-
ple, have Jeen chozen by thelr suffrages
to act, respecting the plans to be adopied
and the polieles we shall pursue. The ex-
istence wof such harmonious relatlons will,
1 am sure, enable us to acc mplish much
good for our state. I feel confident that
every branch of our slate government is
imbued with an earnest desire to promote
the general welfare of the people, advance
the prosperlty of the state; guard, protect
and encourage every Interest which will
add to the development of [ts resources
and preserve the rights of lts citizens,

I feel & deep sense of gratiiude to my
fellow citlzens for the conifidence mani-
fested dn me by my re-election, and de-
gire only in the future to profit by the ex-
perience of the past and thus prove myself
worthy of the high honor bestowed upon
me.

In administering the affairs of the peo-
ple In a government such as ours, those
chosen for that purpose are but Instru-
ments to ascertaln and then carry out the
wlll of the people. This should be done
with dlllgence and fidelity. The faithful
gervant merlis and recelves the approvil
of a soverelgn people, and enjoys the sat-
lafaction of mind which comes from the
knowledge of a duty well performed in
the discharge of welghty responsibilitles.
That the members of this legislature are
impressed with the grave responsibliities
resting upon each of them, and with the
importance of the varled Interests of thls
commonwealth which are for a time com-
mitted to thelr care, 1 belleve and shall
assume to be true; that you are deter-
mined to dlscharge your dutles falthfully
and fearlesaly for the best Interests of our
beloved state and the welfare of our fellow
cltizens, I doubt not In the least,

You wlll doubtless be called upon to
solve many difficult and perplexing prob-
lems of grave Interest to the state, and I
feel sure you willl give to each Important
question, as 1t 18 brought before you, that
mature dellberation and wise consideration
which should characterize all leglslation
affecting the welfare of a great common-
wealth,

I am not In my judgment, overstating
the case when I say that at no time In the
history of the state has there been more
urgent need for wise and Intelilgent ac-
tlon on the part of the lawmaking body;
nor & more opportune time for the enact-
ment of prudent legislation. Abuses and
Imperfections In existing statutes, which
permit of Inequalities, wrongs and hard-
ships upon a part of our people, should
be corrected, bearing ever In mind that
the object of all leglslation Is to entirely
eradicate, or reduce to a minimum, these
varlous forms of evll in the enforcement
of law and order.

As a natlon we confldently assert that
our people are among the most enlightened
and progressive on the face of the earth;
and you have the honor to represent the
people of a state having the smallest per-
centage of illiteracy of any In the unlon,
and who are the peer of any people In the
land, In patriotism, intelllgence, integrity
and love of equallty, truth and justiice In
the affairs of mankind.

ATTACKS ON THE STATE.

Our public schools, our colleges and uni-
versities testify to the love of our people
for education. Situated geographically In
the center of the United Biates, we are
aftorded every opportunity for conatant
and mutually profitable Intercourse with
all parts of our common country. It Is to
be regreited that partisan newspapers,
having seemingly no regard for the pub-
He welfare, and with a spirit of intoler-
ance entlrely out of place where free In-
stitutlons are admired, have attempted to
prejudice the minds of men who are unac-
qualnted with our state and its citlzens,
by the publication of mendaclous and
slanderous articles reflecting on the intelli-
gence and Integrity of the people of Ne-
braska, It has been Intimated by men
high In the counclls of our national gov-
ernment, a» well as by some newspapers
of general clrculation throughout the
country, that the present session of the
leglslature of Nebraska would undertake
by viclous and heostlle legislation to per-
mit the repudiation of the debts of its citi-
sens, to vitlate private contracts, and to
discriminate In favor of one party to a
contract so as tp demoralize the business
of the people of the state. These wanton
attacks upon the free and enlightened
people of Nebraska would not be worthy
of attentlon were they not calculated to
inclte the dllwill of a class of citizens of
older and more populous states whose
knowledge of Nebaskans ls gleaned from
newspaper comment and not from actual
contact with our people. It has been
threatened that the people of eastern
states who have money invested In Ne-
braska property would withdraw their in-
Vestments because the majority of our
cliizens have espoused a different politl-
cal policy from that having general in-
dorsement In the eastern nortlon of our
sountry.

REMEDIAL LEGISLATION MUST
COM

E.

These unmerited reflections on the Intel-
ligence and integrity of our citizens will
not, I am sure, deter you from discharg-
ing your full duty to your constituents by
enacting any new laws or remedial legls-
latlon upon which you may determine. By
wise and judiclous actlon you will dispel
any doubts which may exist of the deter-
mination of our people to be strictly just
to all men; of their capaclty, through
their representatives, to enact legislation
for the protection of all Interests in the
Intimate relations of our citizens with each
other, or with the citlzens of other states,
and for the conservation of all legltimate
business Interests.

Nebraska Is not the child of any other
state, or group of states. 8he is a sover-
elgn state among the slsterhood of states
of the union, with equal privileges, pre-
rogatives, dutles, and responsihlities, Her
citlzens are Intelll,ent, industrious, honest
and patriotic. 8he has within her borders
the natural and acquired resources and all
the elements -of strength and grandeur
neécessary to maintaln her proud position
as one of the foremost states of the uniop.
Nebraskans demand only the right, and
that they will malntain, of governing their
own affalrs, without any desire to Infringe
upon the rights of any other people.

A sudden change in the business rela-
tions exlsting between citizens of Nebras-
ka and cltizens of othér states would quite
probably work much hardship and unnec-
essary suffering upon many of our poople,
yet I am of the opinion that ultimately
greater permanent injury would be
wrought to the states and communities
adopting such an extraordinaryand unusual
course loward our citisens. Nebraska s
not dependent on any one state or section
of the country for the final ar complete
developmseat of ber regources and the gom-

hopefuily,

fort and happiness of her clitizens; and sha
does not appeal as a dependent to have
accorded to her citizens the fair treaiment
and eons!deratlon which should, and usu-
ally does, exist among the people of one
common country, all having a mutual in-
terest In the development of the whole,
Rather, she demands this treaiment he-
cause of the elementz of strength in re-
ciprocal relatlons which she rossesses, and
the abllity of extending Inducements to
the business world, which make her terri-
tery an inviting field for the Investment of
capital and development of industrial en-
derpriges,
PROPERTY RIGHTS SACPED,

That ull property Inter:sts now in exe
lstence or that may hereafter be est-b-
lished will be treated with cacrel r g rd
and scrupulcus honesty shouvld nst be
questioned. To question it is to dou.t tha
honesty of mankind and challenge the ine
tegrity of a natlon, - Our. people deserve
friendly relutions, commercially and coe'-
ally, with the e¢itizens of otlher stat s,
and realize that in the malntenance ard
extansion of mutual, cordial regard all
are ullke bene!lted,

Gne wnd a guarter milllons of patricdics,

law-ablding pecple mhabit the s uate of
Nebreske, They have bullded thriving
cities and villages, They huve br ken

the sod over which the Irdians and the
buffalaes roamed a fow decades ugs, They
nre a hardy, Independent peopie, and ar:
proud of the great flelds and growing
comnmonweulth théy have created. The
fertile fields of Nebraska yleld griin sufi-
clent to supply the naticn, Hor . es, cat le,
and sheep fatten upon her broad pral les
and meadow lands, Thousands of oar
louds of pork are shipped annually from
her farms to feed the people of cthr
stotes and eountries. Her transportaton
fucilities are unexcelled. Bhe has fac-
torfes for sugar, for chicory, for the man-
ufacture of dry goods and various otjier
commodities, She haz mills for grindine:
graln; great packing houses and dairies
ull over the state—in fact  everything
which makes n peaple prosperous in a
great agricultural country, und goes to
bulld up a great commonwealth,

Thesze are the advantages which un in=-
telilgent, Industrious, thrifiy and energet-
ie pecple present to the business world,
and they will enable her to malntaln, by
virtue of merlt wlone, an honorabl+ pasi-
tion among the great industrial csmunun-
fties of our vountry.

The mors Important of the subjects to
be cons!dered by you were general'y dis-
vussed during the recent eampaign and
the people made known their desires by
the clectlon of officers commitied to re-
foerms In the munagement of the state's
affulrs, thereby rendering less difffcult four
you to perform your duty in executing
the will of the people thus expressed.
1 will merely cull your attentlon to such
of thece Important matters as have co:ne
under my observation durlng my term of
cilice,

By a wise provis!on of the constitutlon,
the officers of the executlve departmenc
and the heads of all ths public Insiitu-
tlons of the stute, are required at leust
ten days preceding each regular ses in
of the legislature to make a repurt to
tha governcr conterning the csnditisn cf
the state's business In thelr chungze, suh
reports In turn to be submitted to the
legislature. These reports were rot al'
presented to me wlithin the time required
by the constitution, and I have therefore
been unable to glve them the consider:i-
tion I would huve dealred. They are sub-
mitted to you for your careful considera-
tion as they contain mush valuable infor-
mation which will be of great saslatancs
to you In determining the needs of the
different departments of the state gov-
ernment and of the varous institutions
for thelr propsr muanugement for the
voming biennfum.

Right of SulTrage.

One of the most Important dutles de-
volving upon you as legislators fa the
amendiment of the electlon laws of the
stute. The legislature cf 1891 very wisely
adopted the Australlan ballot system and
it has undoubtedly hud un appreciabe
effect In purifying our elections. Experis
ence in the use of the Australlan system
suggeats many improvements which will
have u tendency to render the perpetra-
tlon of frauds wstill more difficult and
kive additional protection to the voter in
the exervise of his right of franchiss.

FORM OF BALLOT,

I heartily approve the general form of
our ballot and belleve It to be wvustly
preferable to the so-called “blunket" bal-
lot system, In whichk the panty tlukets
are each printed In separate columna,
with provisions generally by which the
elector cun vote the entire ticket by one
mark or stump. The independence of the
voter |8 encouraged by our system whi‘h
leads him usually to reud the nemes of
the candidates for the varlous offices be-
fore casting his ballot, and he {s encour-
sged thersby not to rely solely upon purty
deslgnution. It has been urged by some
as an objection to the form of our ballct
that it ls In effect the establishment of
an educational test for voting. I do not
regard this as a very serlous objectiom
The voter hus become accustomed to this
form of ballot, und any marked change
in the general form, In my opinion, Is en-
tirely unnecessary and would serve no
good purpose.

PARTY DESIGNATIONS.

Other objections, however, and more
substantial which I regard more the result
of abuses than of the luw itself and which
can be remedied by proper wmendments,
As an instance, Willlam J. Bryan was
nominated by the democratic party for
the presidency. Afterward he was ulso
nominated by the people’'s party for pres-
ident, A coavention of dissutisfled demo-
crats met later and, styling themselves
“national democrats,” nominated John M.
Palmer for president. The candidutes
placed In nomination by the Palmer wing
for electors, us well us for state officers,
wera demominated on the officlal ballot in
Nebraska as “democrats” with no means
of distinguishing them from the regular
democratic nominees. The result of such
& courve wa® necessarily the deception
of muny voters. I would respectfully
recommend that such amendments be
made to the law as would prevent the
use of the purty designation by “‘bolting”
factione for the purpose of develving vot-
ers. The regular party nominees only
should appear on the official ballot with
the deslgnution of the party which nomi-
nuted them. Where one candidate has
been nominated by more thun ome politi-
cal party the party designations should
be so arranged as to permit the elector
to express by his vote his party prefer-
ence us well azs his nce for the
candidate. Protection should be secured
to the voter who, unacquuinted with the
names of all the nominees cn the ticket,
is desirous of casting his ballot for the
nominees of the party he

ELECTION HOARD,

I would also suggest that each party
having « falr proportion of the elestors
in the state be given representation on
the precinct election beards, and that
no more than two members of any onq
political organization be made judges in
any election precinet. The representa~
tives of no one political orgunization
should have entire control of any election
booth, and, where competent men repre-
senting different political parties can be
secured, the result must be more watis-
factory to all concerned.

I belleve this mutter might be satis-
factorily arranged by vesting the power
of naming the judges and clerks of elec-
tion in the county clerks or boards cof
county commissioners (and the mayors
of cities of the first and second clasees),
restricting them to a cholce from llsty
furnished by the chairman of the county
(or city) committees of the various polit-
ical parties. Provislon could be made
allowing at least one representutive on tha
election board to each political party re-
celving a certain percentage of votes cust
at the last meneral election held in the
stute, and providing that, in no evemt,

.any ope party have to exceed

. of governor of the state, two years ago,

twu Judges and one vlerk on any elcitica
board.
NO COERCION.

In order to secure a free ard untram-
mellad ballet for every elnctor steps
should be taken to prevent eaerclon, in-
timidation and undue influence on tha
purt of the employers. Every cit'z n,
whatever may be his station In lifs, shoull
have every protection thrown around hm
in the exerclse of hls cltizenship. Ot er
states have seen fit to ennct very =irngent
legislation to prevent undue influeaee on
the voter by his empl yer. As an instan:e
the laws of Indiana provide that wheev r,
for the purpose of Influencing a voter,
threatens to enforee the payment of &
debt, to Injure the bu:lness or traie uf
an wolector, cr, if an employsr threatens
to withhwold wages eor to dismiss frem
serviee any laborer In his employmemnt
or refuses to ullow employes time to at-
tend to the place of election and vole,
shull be fined not more than §$1.,000 nor
less than 320, Imprisonment in the s ata
prison not more than five years, nor lessy
than one year, and disfranchi<ed and ren-
dereld fneapable of holdinz any office of
trust or profit for any determ/native p'r-
fod. The enactment and strict enforce=-
ment of some such provision in the clec-
tien laws of Nebraska would lessen the
Intimidation of voters and give encourage-
ment to & free expression of the will of
the pesnle at the polls. Provisions
ghonld alas be mude directing ull employ-
ers to allow euach voter sufficient time cn
eclection day to depcsit his ballot.

RAILROAD DISCRIMINATION

Bome action might very properly be
taken to discourage d!serimination be-
tween political partles by railroad corpo-
rations operating within the state. The
Issunance of passes to an army of political
workers and the glving of speclal rates
for the political meetings make the rall-
road companies a power In shaping the
political destiny of the state. Where this
power is all wielded in the interest of one
piarty and to the prejudice of another
party, Its welght cannot well be over-
estimated. Railroad companies do the
busginess of the public and should be re-
atrained by wholesome legislation from
actlve particlipation in party politles. The
officers and employes of such rallroad
companies should be frce to vote as may
seetn to them for thelr own best Intereats,
Charges of fraudulent registration in the
larger citles of the state have been fre-
quently made and I would suggest the
advisabillty of having the last day of
registration at least ten days prior to
election day In order that the complete
list of voters may be scrutinlzed by all
Inquiring citlzens and ample time be af-
forded for the apprehension of those who
fraudulently register.

THE USE OF MONEY.

It is obvious that one of the chief sources
of corruption In elections Is the use of
money in providing msans or hiring the
voter to go to the polls and vote, by this
means placing him under obligation and
thus unduly influencing his vote, or to
hire the voter to stay away from the
polls, thereby causing him to neglect his
duty as a citizen.

In order to encourage and stimulate the
free and honest exercise of the elective
franchise it has occurred to me that it
might serve a good purpose were a non-
voting poll tax of reasonable amount
levied against each elector who may re-
llave himself by voting at the general
election, or by producing a certificate of
slckness or disability or by absene from
the county or state. Such a provision
might incidentally be made a source of
revenue to the state and the burden fall
upon a class of citizens who fall to dls-
charge a very Important duty devolving
upon every qualified citizen. I suggest
this ldea to you for your consideration.

I hope that you will take the necas-
sary steps for the remedying of defects
in our electlon laws with a view to giv-
Ing every possible opportunity for a free
and falr expression of the will of the
people at the polls,

Rellef of Drouth Sufferers.

‘When I assumed the duties of the office
the people of Nebraska were dlltreaaed:
not only by reason of the general de-
pression In buslness affalrs, low prices
and steady and continued depreclation in
property values, but also from the result
of an unprecadented and disastrous
drouth. These adverse cllmatic condl-
tions were not confined to Nebraska alone,
but prevalled in various parts of the coun-
try. It was an abnormal conditlon and
may not be experinced agaln during a
generation of oyr people. Absolute want
and distress could only be prevented by
prompt and efficlent organization for the
purpoas of supplying the pressing needs
of the unfortunate drought sufferers until
another season should bring the usual
bountiful harvest.

GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS.

I found that, under the direction of my
predecessor, steps had been taken looking
to a systematlc method of collecting and
distributing provisions to alleviate the im-
mediate wants of the people In the af-
fected portion of the state. When it be-
came generally known that provisions
would have to be made to relleve those
impoverished by the drouth, there was
& generous and spontaneous response
from all sections of the nation. The con-
tributions became so liberal that it taxed
the ingenuity of those in charge of the
distribution of these free offerings to
place them In the hands of those most
deserving of assitance and, at the same
time, to not tax the generosity of the
benevolent people to a greater extent than
absolutely required to prevent suffering.

1 deem it my duty, in behalf of the
unfortunate people who were affected by
this calamity to express to all who so
nobly responded to their distress by con-
tributions of provisions or money, and
also to the rallroad, express, telegraph
and telephone companies which so liber-
ally assisted in the work of alleviating
suffering, our sincere gratitude and lasting
thanks for their manifestations of human
sympathy and benevolence exercised dur-
ing this trying period. Sinee that un-
fortunate calamity, as before, Nebraska
has been blessed with bounteous crops
and the disagreeable expertence she
passed through appears to her people as
& hideous dream.

THE RELIEF COMMISSION.

After the organization of the legislature
an act was passed creating a rellef com-
missgion, composed of five well known citi-
zens, giving to them entire control and
management in the discharge of this im-
portant work. The report of the relief
commission has been submitted to me and
you will doubtless be supplled with
coples. You will observe by this report,
as well as by reference to the acts of the:
last legislature, that the state contributed
$50,000, which was placed at the disposal
of the rellef commission, and an additional
sum of $200,000, which was by the relief
commission distributed among the sev-
eral countles of the state where the peo-
ple were regarded as being entitled to as-
slstance of this character for the purpose
of purchasing seed grain for the following
crop season, making a total appropriation
by the legislatun= of $250,000, In addition
to these cash donations by the legislature
and the people of the country at large, an
immense amount of suppllies and provis-
ions of different kinds were contributed,
to obtaln an accurate estimate of which
requires a careful study of the report in
detall of the commission. The work of
the commission of necessity was of the
most difficult character, carried on under
trylng circumstances and I am of the
opinion that the work of distributing sup-
plies was done In a most thorough and
systematic manner. I was of the impres-
slon at the time, and have since found
no reasons to change my views, that the
organization and method of distribution
of reilef supplies was upon a cumberso:ne
and expensive plan. By an examination
of the report it will be observed that
there were funds donated in the sum of
$33,999.38 and realized from the general and
special appropriations of the lezlslatyre

o
total of $81,264.08. Of this amount there
was expended $48,113.52 in printing, trav-
elling and transportation charges and
office expenses. The frelght charges
amounted to $36,800.03, divided Into two
items, one denominated “transportation’*
being In the sum of $30,181.¢7, and the
other designated “In-frelght” being in
the sum of $6.627.26, leaving the sum of
$11,301.79 to represent the other expenses
of the rallef commission In carrying on
this work from its inception until its
cloge.
NEBRASKA CONTRIBUTIONS.

It is perhaps proper to remark in this
connection, and it is a source of grati-
flcation to myself, as 1 haw= no doubt it
will be to all others who examine into
the detalls of this work, that our own
people who were more fortunately situ-
ated than thelir bretnren contributed moet
generously to this work of rellef and did
their full share In alleviating want and
distress among their fellow citizens. With
4 generosity unequalled, the people of
every sectlon of our country vied with
each other in doing everything necessary
to prevent want and suffering. It s to
be sincerely hoped that no such calamity
will again reduce our people to the ne-
cessity of asking or receiving ald from
theilr more fortunate fellow countrymen:
nor is there occasion to belleve that un-
der the influence of the ordinary laws of

nature they will eviar again
be called upon to do 80,
Appreciating the magnificent gen-

erosity of our fellow countrymen, dis-
played in this instance, Nebraska will
ever stand ready to extend a helping hand
to the unfortunate and suffering of man-
kind wherever they may be found.
DROUTH LESSONS.

The drouth has not been without its
lassons, which will doubtless udd much
to the material welfare and permanent
presperity of our pecple. In no state in
the union is the ralnfall more uniform,
buik in time and amount, nor can the
precipitancy of the molsture be deter-
riinec with greater accurucy. In any por-
tlon of Nebraska a study of the climatle
coniitions will disclose with reasonable
certaluty the average amount of ralnfell
during the crop growing seas:in, thus
&nabling the people to delermine in whit
portien of the stute they may safely en-
gage in agricultural pursuits, rely ng upsn
tie natural rainfall to cause the cropa
tr grow to maturity and ripen in per-
fect'cn. In the extreme western p:or.isn
of the stute, experience has demonstrated
that egriculture cannot be salfely carrled
on with rellance upon the natural rain-
fall for u =ufficlenvy of molsture to sue-
rossfully grow and rature the crops.
This cvonditlon has been rmude more ap-
parent by the disastrous season o! 154
and the racple have promptly turned their
attention to Irrigation, which has been
develcped with grewt rapidity and which
has replaced parl:al fallure of crops with
Its attending disappointment, want and
suffering, with bounteous ercpas which ean
bz relied upon with certainty us regularly
a8 the seuwsons follow each other. The
non-!rrigable portions of the country
whihin this territory belng exceedingly
well udapted to the ralsing of stock, the
western part of Nebraska s thereby made
ore of the most inviting fields for in.end-
Ing settlers of any part of the great west.

Irrigation.

In the reports of the secretary of the
stute bourd of irrigation will be found
much intereating and useful information.
it 1s very gratifying to nole the rapid
development of thia phase of azricultural
tndustry. The work Is as yet In its in-
fericy, but so much has been accoin-
plished It may confldently be predicted
that that portion of our stute which i3
in the seml-arid region will soon become
onn of the most attructive places in any
agricultural community. Milllens of acres
of Nebraska lund will be brought under
the favorable influences of irrigution and
mede to produce the most bountiful erops,
274 there Is no limit to the development
except by the exhaustion of the water
supply before this resuit hes beem fully
accomplished. The 1immense wealth,
brought Into exlstence through the devel-
opment of irrigation und that which is
created annuslly by the production of
hountiful harvests, gives assurance of
plenty and prosperity to the inhabitants
of thls favored portion of the state.

NEW CANALS.

It will he seen from the records in the
office of the wecretary of the bcardl of
cunals thut there have been completei
8,740 miles of canals and thut there are in
provess of construction 1,045.6 miles, muk-
ing a total mileage at the present time of
canals completed and in process of con-
struction of 4,785.8., The estimated cowt
will exceed $3,000,000, of which over hull
has ulready been expended. This will
bring under Irrigation 1,207,966 acres of
lund, iIncreasing the value of the land
nearly $10,000,000. In addition to this theres
are applications on flle for vontempiated
canals of a total mileaga of 2,946. These
statistics can but impress yon with the
importance of giving to this subject such
further consideration ns may be neces-
sary to correct any imperfections exist-
ing in the present law, and of providirg
for a continuation of the work so aus-
piclously begun.

IRRIGATION LAWS.

The first general law upon the subject
of irrigation was enacted in 1889, This
law wus found entirely inadequate for
the proper development of the irrigation
interests of the state. This law was
superseded by a much more comprehen-
slve one enacted by the last legisluture,
eince which the work has progressed
more satisfactorily and with much great-
er raupldity. Many suggestions have been
made respecting the wisdom of amending
the present law. In considering the sub-
jecta of amendments, however, I deem it
wvisable to call attention to the fact
that no amendments ehould be made
whichr would materially chunge the un-
derlying, essentlal prineclples of the pres-
ent law, which has the sanction of the
highest: judicial tribunal of our land. The
principles involved in this subject have
been forever settled by a judiclal decl-
sion of the character referred to, it would
seem unwise, except upon urgent neces-
sity, to so chunge them by legislation as
to render less certain the prineciplez in-
volved and perhaps Invite further I1iti-
gation with its attendiing tedlousness and
weunrisome delays. The advocutes of irri-
gation Interests, as I uaderstund it, favor
umending the law relating to the organiza-
tion of irrigation districts =o as to provide
for uniform {ssues of bonds under the
direction of the staute board of Irrigation,
us well as legislution touching the issue
and negotiation of the honded obligations
of the irrigation Aistri~te en as to afford
the tuxpayers all neaded protection, as
well as having due regard for the !nterests
of those wiho purchase such obilgutions,
It has also been suggested that an amend-
ment might properly be made with ref-
€rence to the organization and vontrol
of Irrigution districts so us to permit ev-
ery resident freehclder to participate in
and have a volce in the selection of offi-
cers und all other matters pertain‘ng to
ihe affairs of such districts; also that
the officers of district tresusurer and as-
geasor might be abollshed and the dut'es
of these officers be Imposed upon the
county and township treasurers and as-
sessors. Other amendments to the pres-
ent law of more or lzss importance have
Hkewise been suggeested, and will no doubt
be presented to you for your considera-
tion. I earnestly hope thut you ray bo
able to make such needful improvements
as may seem advisauble to encourage fur-
ther and to the utmost extent this very
importunt feature of the agricultural de-
velopment of the stute, und thut all nec-
essary uppropriations may be made Ia
order that the work may be carried on
with renewed vigor.

State’s Finances,
I desire to earnestly call your serlous
attention to the condition of the state's
finunces, This is » subject of more than

furffér Sum of 220070, w=aling a ! erdinary concern to every taxpaver T

, Nebraska. Several factors contribute ta

the unfavorable conditicn of the fizan-'gl
interests of the state us we ut present
find them. The very gener:l depression in
business and the low prices rezeived for
the products produced by the people of
our state are of themeselves sufficient to
render the state’s finances much more
unsatisfactery than might ba expected
under normal cenditions, This hus pre-
vented the prompt collection of taxes: due
the state, and required in crder to mest
ita necessary expenditures, o that at the
pres<ent time it appears there !s a very
large amount of delinquent state tuxes.

In addition to this the method of hand-
ling the finances of the stute and mest-
ing its obligetions, cculd, in my judgment,
b very much improved upon. Not only
is it commendable to secure the prompt
collection of taxes levied for the purpose
of meeting current expenditures, but also
the prompt payment of the taxes thnrs
collected in satisfaction of the stale's
ohiigations, Good business judgment
woulé: diclate the promp: dischargs of
thie stute’s outstanding cbligations us rap-
fdiy as money may be accumulated by
the ordinary method of collecting taxes
o meet the same,

STATE OBLIGATIONS.

From the report of the state treisurer
a brief summary disclosss the followlng
As 10 the state's cblizuticna:

Bonds outstanding, issued In

funding the state's indebted-

ness ut the time of the adop-

tion of the present constitu-

tion L Lt sssenvesd 440,507 B
Bonds {ssued under the present

constitution in 1801 and yet
_outstanding ....... vrrswauansanse s 10,000 00
General fund warrants out-
stunding ........... s ennneessneeo i1, 504,060 13
3l L 1 N e A e veenes 82,402,333 6§

STATE CREDITS,
To meet these obligations we have the
following credits:
Sinking fund to meet bonds
first above mentloned ....... 3 27,500
Sinking fund to meet bonds last
above menticned ..... 324 39

—_—

Uncollected taxes due to the
general fund ........... voene. 2,830,602 T8
Cash In the treasury, general

fund .... 689 370 39

Totul ......... Casaiaaa vree 9,288,257 68

In additlon to the Mabllities already in-
curred, and of which mention has here-
tofore been made, there is also the addl-
thonal lability for ecurrent expendltures
yet to be made for the remainder of the
blennial period for which the last legisla-
ture made approprlations and which ecan
be approximated by ascertaining the total
unexpended balances as shown by the
report of the state audltor. These will
have to be met from the uncollected taxes
above mentioned

(CONTINUED)

DIFFERENT 'WAYS OF SLEEPING.

Europeans Like Soft Plllows, but Eastern
Racus Like Elocks,

Though it is true, as the author of a
school composition once asserted, that
‘sleeping is a universal practice
among all nations,” it is also true that
there is a great diversity in the
methods of sleeping among people of
different nations and different ways of
life, says the Youth's Companion,
The things that one needs to make him
sleep are precisely the things which
would keep another awake all night,
Even the sedative medicines which
put one person immediately into a
heavy slumber excite another into n
condition of nervous restlessness,

The European or American, in order
to sleep well, ordinarily requires a
downy pillow nnder his head; but the
Japanese, stretching himself upon a
rush-mat on the floor, puts a hard,
square bloeck of wood under his head,
and does not sleep well if he does not
have it.

The Chinese makes great account of
his bed, which is very low. indeed-—
scarcely rising from the floor—but is
often carved exquisitely of wood: but
it never occurs to him to make it any
any softer than rush-mats will render
it.
While the people of northern coun-
tries can not sleep unless they have
plenty of room to stretch out their
legs, tho inhabitants of the tropies
often curl themselves up like monkeys
at the lower angle of a suspended
hammock, and sleep soundly in that
position.

The robust Amecrican often covers
himself with a pair of blankets and
throws his window wide open to the
air, even in the winter time, and he
does mot complain if he finds a little
drift of snow across the top of his bed
in the morning.

The Russian, on the contrary, likes
no sleeping-place so well as the top of
the big soapstone stove in his domicile.
Crawling out of this blistering bed in
the morning he likes to take a plunge
in a cold stream, even if he has to
break through the ice to get into it.

The Laplander crawls, head and all,
into a bag miade of reindeer skin and
sleeps warm and comfortable within
it. The East Indian, at the other end
of the world, also hus a sleeping-bag,
but it is more porous than the Lap-
lander’s. 1Its purpose is to keep out
mosquitoes more than to keep the
sleeper warm.

While the American still elings to
his feather pillow he is steadily dis-
carding his old-fashioned feather bed
in favor of the hair or straw matress.
The feather bed is relegated to the
country and many people who slept
upon it all through their childhood
find themselves uncomfortable upon it.
in their maturity.

The Germ:ans noi only sleep upon a
feather bed, but underneath one. The
feather covering used in Germany,
however, is not as large or thick as
the one which is used as a mattress,
and the foreigner who undertakes to
sleep beneath it often finds his fect.
suffering from cold, while his should-
ers are suffering from heat.

A Hig Shower of Meteors.

Of the 14 huge masses of meteorie
iron which fell on a spot less than 64
square miles in aren, near Fort Dun-
can, Mexico, the largest is bee-hive
shaped and is buried five feei in the
soil and rises four feet above the sur-
face. The second mass in point of size
has been moved to the nationa! mu-
seum at Washington. I% weighs over
4,000 pounds. The other 12 pieces
weigzh from 97} lo 630 pounds. The
whole mass of fragments as mentioned
ubove are scattered over an area of ¢4
square miles with Fort Danean at
about the cent~ of the point of dis-
persion.
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