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A SBurprising Sequence lu. the Lives of
Our Firat fix Preaidents

Coincidenee, which 13 simply mys-
terious law of series which works in
an undiscovered groove, is most
wonderfully interwoven with the
lives, administrations and deaths of
our rat  half-dozen presidents.
Washington, weare told, ‘‘died on the
last day of the week, the last hour
of the day, the last month of the
year, and in the last year of the cen-
tury.” All this series of coincident
1acts needs to make it truly marvel-
ous is for the day of his death to
have occurred on the thirty-first day
of December instead of the four-
teenth.

The ‘‘coincidence of eight” which
follows in the lives of the next five
presidents is even more remarkable:

John Adams

James Mad

J.Q Ad : 767

rom this table it will be

each of these distinguished Ameri-
cans was born eight years after his
predecessor, and that each (with the
exception of J. Q. Adams) went out
of oflice eight years alter his prede-
cessor. John Adams, Thomas Jeffer-
son, James Madison and James Mon-
roe each retired in the sixty-sixth
year of their ages, and three out of the
four died on the fourth of July, our
anniversary of independence.

George Vanderblit's Nelghbor.

George Vanderbilt has a country
villa and a tract of 9,000 acres near
Asheville, N. C. There are fourteen
acres ih the southwestern portion of
this estate the young millionaire
does not and cannot own, though he
has made effort after effort to do so.
The fourteen acres belong to a negro
man named Collins, who, when Mr.
Vanderbilt bought the large tract,
asked him $600 more for this small
tract than he was willing to give. A

1| few weeks later Mr. Vanderbilt went

to Collins and agreed to his terms,
but Colline now added a couple of
thousand to the first price, and as

regg
Ya | often as Mr. Vanderbilt got in the

te | neighbor.
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notion to pay Collins his price Col-
lins went up a safe distance, and has
just announced that he will not sell
the land at any price so long as he
can have Mr. Vanderbilt for his
Ho tells Mr. Vanderbilt
that the value of a good neighbor in
this world cannot be estimated by all
the money of the Vanderbilt family.
—New York Press.

Getting Aunitrallan Beef Into Germany.

John Gedies, of Sidney, N. 8. W.,
has been wisiting Berlin, at the ex-
pense of the government of the col-
ony, trying to introduce frozenm beef
and mutton from Australia. One of
his objects was to induce the com-
missariat department of the German
army to order supplies for provision-
ing the army. The French authori-
ties have already given orders with
the view of trying the feasibility of
the plan upon a considerable scale.
The importation of frozen meat from
Australia for the army would, it is
argued, greatly relieve German tax-
payers. It is claimed that if Paris
and Metz had been provided with re-
frigerators in 1870-71 the latter town
could have held out for at least a
year and the former for no less than
five years. Refrigerators and every
device for keeping meat are now
found in all the chief French fort-
resses and cities. It is understood
that the German war department is
willing to entertain any practical
proposal laid before it.—New York
Evening Post.

A Delay.

Featherstone—Willie, 18 your sister
in?

Willie-—Yes. She's trying on a
new gown, and I guess you can't see
her before to-morrow,

Featherstone—Why it ought not to
take her very long to try on a new
gown.

Willie—No; but the dressmaker is
trying to collect the money for it. —
Church Review. :

Worn by Good (Queen Bess.

At Hatfield house, the residence of
Lord Salisbury, in the James IL piec-
ture gallery there is preserved the
garden hat worn by Queen Elizabeth
and a pair of her majesty’s silken
hose. The room is also remarkable
for beautiful alabaster sculptures,
and it is the rule for every royal vis-
itor to leave behind a photograph,
to which is added an autograph of
the donor.

The Slowest Yet.

It was a very slow train indeed,
and the traveling man remarked to
the conductor:

*“Would there be any objection to
my getting off this ar right now?”

“*Why, my dear sir, it's in motion.”

“I don't doubt it, but I thought
I'd like to look at it from the outside
and see if I can’t tell which way it
is going.—Washington Star.

The Greatest of Ples.

The largest pie ever made was
baked at Denley Dale, England, for
the queen’s jubilee. It spoiled, how-
ever, so that when it was opened the
stench was awful. The next week
another was ‘made, of 072 pounds of
flous, 1,300 pounds of potatoes, one
heifer, two calves and two sheep.

Couldn't Buy It.

Guest—What a magnificent’ resi-
dence that is opposite.

Mr. Pompous—Grand! A veritable
palace! I have been trying to buy
that place for years.

Guest—They won’t sell, eh?

Infant Terrible—Yes, but they
want cash.

Near Enough.

She—You say that you have never
been in love. How near have you
come to it?

He—I was married omce.—Lile's
Calendar.

Germaa Revolutionlst of 1840,

An old man with long white hair
and beard and an anxious look was
seen by a Pittsburg Dispatch reporter
poring over a directory. When he
was asked what he was hunting for
he said: *I'm trying to find the only
man who I can count on as a friend.
He was living here forty years ago,
but his name 4s not in the directory
now."

As he was talking a lady approached
to ask a question. The old man
stopped suddenly and with a “‘beg
your pardon" doffed his hat and stood
aside at a respectful distance in a
Chesterfiold manner. Continuing,
after the lady had left, he said: ““You
are correct in thinking that 1 have
seen better days. My name is Carl
Maier, and I was one of the revolu-
tionists in Germany in 1849, being
secretary of the Democratic party
and civil commissary at Buchen in
the grand duchy of Baden. Iam an
example of a shattered ambition, it
being my one aim in life to do some-
thing for the good of the public.
After the failure of our cause I was
forced to flee to America, and went
to the house of Frederic Hecker,
chief of the German revolution, who
had also come to America and located
in Illinols. Here I resumed my old
calling as a professor and taught his
chiliren. When I look back upon
my seventy years of life I can say
that the only friend I have in the
world is myself."”

Did you ever see a person begin
writing a letter at the last period
and then write backwards and finish
up at the beginning? That's what
Carl Maier can do without the least
exertion. It seems just as easy for
him to remember the words and let-
ters of a sentence in reversed order
as it is for the ordinary person to re-
member them in their regular order.
It is an easy matter for him to think.
backward, and, what is more aston-
ishing, he writes upside down. The
letters are all inverted as he looks
at them when writing. And, again,
performing this feat, whieh one
thinks would require all the power
and attention of his brain, he is not
disturbed by carrying on a conversa-
tion with you, no matter how foreign
the subject may be. Maier's per-
formance . would almost make one
believe the theory promulgated by a
scientist that we have ‘‘double-bar-
reled brains.” If you repeat a sen-
tence to Maier, no matter how long
it may be, after hearing it once he
will commence and write the sentence
verbatim, starting at the last letéer
of the last word and finishing it
through the firet letter of the first
word. |
It seems to be natural to him to
invert his mind in his work, for he
never falters or stops to think, but
writes as rapidly as a person writing
in an ordinary way. I acquired
this in a peculiar manner,” said
Maijer. «While I was clerk in a
grocery store in Saxony I was an
ambitious sort of a boy and always
wanted to do everything differently
from every person else. When the
customers came to me for their biil
I would place the bill head in an
inverted position in front of me
and make the bill out backward, as I
have written for you.

“I came very nearly being prose-
cuted for practicing witcheraft.
Many people assigned this power to
the witches. Then the Spiritualists
came to me and told me I was con-
trolled by a wonderful mind.
Although I couldn't explain it by
any other theory than that it was a
concentration of my mind, I at last
pertuaded them that there was
nothing supernatural in it I am
not able to perform the feats I used
to when I was younger. I am get-
ting old and my memory iz not as
it used to be. My eyesight is pretty
near gone. I can't see very much.
In looking at you I see that it is a
form and know that you are a human
being, because you speak to me, but
I could not see my writing it I did
not use a blue pencil. It seems to be
the only color I can see.

True to the L&tter.

Gas Officer—You say you are used
to taking meters. But we want a
man who can do the work expedi-
tiously. )

Applicant—Oh, I understand that.
I just take the meter for a few quar-
ters, and after that I strike an av-
erage without taking the trouble to
consult the meter.

Gas Officer—That's all right as far
as it goes, but it doesn't go far
enough. Instead of striking an av-
erage, we find it more business-like
to strike the consumer for all he
will stand.

He'd Been Backed.

Horseman—That is a remarkably
fine animal you are driving. madame.

Lady—Oh, I wouldn't part with
this horse for the world. He's just
as gentle as can be, and real fast, too.

“So I should judge. Has he ever
been backed against any noted trot-
ters?"

“Weli, I don't know, but it seems
to me we back against pretty much
everything in the street every time I
attempt to turn 'round. "—New York
Weekly.

Material for -leeves.

“See how the sun gilds the west-
ern sky! he said as they emerged
from a leaf-embowered avenue. ‘‘See
what a soft, rich color the biending
tints produce. How delicate it is,
and yet how glorious.”

And she, raising her soulful eyes
to the sky, replied:

“sUh-huh; it'ud make an awful
pretty dress, wouldn’t it?"

Good or Bad, Not Explainod.
Jones—I say, Miss Brown, how is
it that you are always out when I
call?
She—Oh, just luck —Life.

oo

SUPERSTITIOUS RAILROADERS, |
The Kffvot Which Acoldents Have Upon |

Enginesrs and Firemen.

Of the superstition of sailors, flsh-
erfolk and others we have all heard,
but that such a distinguishing char-
acteristic should have attached itseit
to railway men does not appear to be
gonerally known. It savors some-
what of the anomalous that such a
pre-eminently praoctical class of men
should be the victims of credulity re-
garding the supernstural; such, how-
ever is the case.

I recently had occasion to inter-
view a prominent railway official, and
in the course of the conversation
that ensued that gentleman incident-
ally alluded to two colllaions which
had lately ocourred in the neighbor-
hood, following up his remarks with
the announcement that the local men
would be in a state of subdued ex-
citement and “Hurry" till a third
mishap took place. Such is the
superstition of the rallway man
Upon expressing considerable aston-
ishment 1 was assured that this kind
of thing was notorious among rall-
road men in general, and in this par-
ticular instance it was known that
the ciroumstances of the two pro-
vious acoidents were the chief toplos
among the workingmen in all depart-
ments, who were also counting on
the possipilities of a third disaster.

Curlously enough, & touch of
reallam was lent to the information
just imparted by the explanation
that the second of the two collisions
veferred to was due to the driver of
one of theengines, a reliable servant,
noted for his alertness and precision,
with an honorable record of some
forty years’ service, who being, it
was believed, so disturbed over the
“‘omens" of the first occurrence and
80 engrossed with what he felt would
be two other catastrophes, that he
committed the slight error of judg-
ment which caused his locomotive to
crash into another coming in an op-
posite direction. The statement is
given as the conviction of one who
has spent upward of a quarter
of a century among rallway
men of all classes, and who has
known the driver alluded to for a
long period of years. Socame about
a second collision. Surely supersti-
tion could go no further than this.

But here is & tragic sequel—a se-
quel which, unfortunately, will in all
probability do much to strengthen
the reprehensible beliefs of these
men. Two days after the interview
above mentioned, within fifteen min-
utes' drive from the scene of the
second collision, an express mail
failed to take the points, a portion
of the train with the tender of the
engine was violently thrown across
the rails and one poor stoker -killed,
This is what the railway men will
term the +third mishap.” <There's
the third,” they esay; and now per-
haps they will breathe freely for a
season.

A Quesr Eleotrle Olock.

T. F. Hudson., a conviet in the
Maryland penitentiary,has construct-
2d a real horological oddity In the
yhape of an electric clock. The dlal
Is a semicircle of white marble with
twelve marked at each corner, the
other numerals for the hours being
figured along the arc. It has one
hour hand and two minute hands,
the last two set opposite to each
other, and in such & manner that
one is seen at noon and the other at
midnight, and at no other time. T'he
seconds are marked on a dial that
turns from right to left, while the
peinter or second hand is stationary.
Hudson is a born genius, and nearly
svery room in the prison is adorned
with a specimen of his ingenuity.

What Will the Cook Do?

Specialists on throat diseases are
beginning to take unusual interest
in culinary methods. They advise a
kitchen quarantine on wash days
and boiled dinner days, giving as a
reason that the steam from boiling
clothes and pickled meats that re-
quire much heat produces many
illnesses of the respiratory ¢rgans
aggravates slight or chronic diseases
of tne nose, throat and lungs.
Patients are advised to vacate apart-
ments having dark or ill ventilated
kitchens and to keep all hables and
ailing children out of the kitchen
when cooking is going on.

It Reminded Nim.

Before the night session bogan,
the senate had adjourned. soys Kate
Foote, and reveral eenators were
getting their hats in the closk-room,
Mr. Stewart among them, when one
of his fellow senators said: **Stewart,
you remind me of a clergymon.” Mr.
Stewart naturally stared, then
laughed and said: *How, pray?"” +‘Yes,
you are like a certaln minister who
ves telling a friend that he had
preached two hours and ahall. ‘Were
you not tired,' sald the frisnd, sym-
pathetically. *No, no, I was as fresh
a8 & rose; but you should have seen
the congregation.’”

Expected Bim.

Young Yardlie—I understand that
there is a vacancy in your establish-
ment, sir, and 1 have come to apply
for the position.

Senior Partner, dryly—I have been
axpecting you."

*Expecting me?"

“Yes. I heard you ask ora of the
slerks if it was true that our Satur-
day half-holidays were to be gontinued
a month longer.”

This lloy a Fhilosopher.

Tommy—Are you going %o whip
me, mamma?

Mamma—Yes, I am, Tommy.

Tommy——You said the ether day
that whipping never did me any
good, didn't you?

Mamma—I believe I did.

Tommy—Then what's the use of
whipping me again?—New Orleans
Picayune.
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They Were too Full of Fight to Suls
Hin Quiet Bpteit.

It was a curious ciroumstance, and
everybody in the smoking-car seemed
to catch on at the same moment. On
the right-hand side sat a man with a
cowboy's hat, woolen shirt, red neck-
tie, pants in his bootlegs, and a gen:
eral alr of toughness.
sat another man similarly attired,
but with the addition of a grizszly
bear's claw for a searf-pin. One had
been with us for over an hour—the
laet had just boarded the traln.

These two men bogan to size each
other up and sncer and look sarcas-
tic. Finally the man on the right
meanly observed:

I reckon your bag of Injun scalps
is in the bagguge car, eh?"

“Yes, but my guns are yere!"
promptly responded the other.

“What's the use of guns onless ye
know how to shoot?

*What's the use of gab if you
don't back it up®

They were now hot and ready for
more, and it soon came,

“Out on our ranch we size sich
fellers as you up fur wolf balt,” sald
the right-hand man,

«Is that so? Wall, out on our
ranch we don't wait to size up chaps
like you. We knows ’em & mile away
fur duffers.”

“Take that back!”

“‘Never!"

They both sprang up, and, of
course, we rushed forward to stop
the fight. Near by was a man who
had been trying to get to sleep to
ocure & headache. He sprang up,
peeled off his coat, threw down his
hat and shouted at the two terrors:

“‘Both of you sit down!" as if death
wasn't five feet away.

They dropped back on the seats
like tags of sand, and he stood over
them and demanded of the one on the
right:

**Where do you camp when you're
at homeP"

“In Ohio,” was the meek reply.

**And youP"

“In Indiana.”

“I guess that's right. That'sabout
the way I sized you up. Just a word
to you. Shut right up. Don't peep
another peep nbout b'ars, injuns or
ranches or shootin'.
me tired and if there's any more of it
I'll drop both of you off this car into
the ditch!”

He went back to his seat to nurse
his headache, and the two terrors
eat so quietly for the next hour that
some of us wondered if they hadn't
been scared to death. Later on one
of them fondly caressed his b'ar-
claws and the other read a dime
novel, and they were at peace with
all the world.

Lord Crome.r

Lord Cromer, the British diplo-
matic o gent at Cairo and the real
ruler of Egypt, is a very interesting
Englishman. It is his habit to read
Homer in the original Greek for half
an hour after breakfast every morn-
ing,and his afternoons are given up to
lawn tennis. At the time of the recent
“'erisis’in Egyptian affairs he ordered
the khedive to dismiss his prime
minister within twenty-four hours,
sent to Malta and to Aden for troops
to support him in case of emergency,
and went out and played tennis until
sunset. Richard Harding Davis, who
has sent to Harper's Weekly an en-
tertaining account of this and other
of his lordship’s performances, thinks
that a diplomat who can snub & king
and set 8,000 soldiers in motlon in
the morning and spend the afternoon
calmly calling out ‘forty love,”
‘forty-filteen,” etc., is a very re-
markable man; and most people will
agree that he is. —New York World.

Her View of It.

City Girl, to farmer boy—Do you
like living on the farm?

Farmer Boy—Yes, I like it very
much.

City Girl—I1 suppose it is very nice
in summer; but to go out in the cold
and snow to gather winter apples
and harvest winter wheat must be
anything buv pleasant. Let me read
you a little poem I have written
about the farmer's pleasant life.—
Texas Siftings.

Grounds for Divorce.

Mrs Thompson—So you have de-
cided to obtain a divorce from your
husband, Mrs. Arnold?

Mrs. Arnold—Yes, it's the only
means of settling matters.

“Upon what grounds will you sue?”

“‘Too Irequent change in hired girl
and typewriter.”—Arkansaw Trav-
eler.

Partial Information.

Little Boy—Every time I tie my
shoelaces, they slip. I wish you'd
tie them in a pine knot for me.

Grandpa—What sort of a knot is
that?

Little Boy—I don't know, but I've
heard it's tough.—-Street & Smith's
Good News.

Froof Positive.

Mr. Beenthere Yale—Well, I guess
John has settled down to study for
his examination at last.

Mrs. Yale—Why do you think so?

Mr. Beenthere Yale—He doesn’t
write home for money to buy books
as often as he did earlier in the sea-
son. —Puck.

Way Up.
Dillaway—Talk about your aris-
tocracy descent; why, my father had
ofteu 11,000 men dicectly under him.
Caraway—Ah, a general?
“Well, not exactly.”
«A wholesale contractor?"
“No, an @ronaut."—N. Y. Dispatch.

Opposite him |

You have made |

Short Breath, Palpitation.
Mr. G. W. McKinsey, postmaster of
Kokomo, Ind., and a gmvu ex-soldler,
says: ‘1 had been severely troubled
with heart disease ever since leaving
the army at the close of the late war.
I was troubled with palpitation and
shortness of breath. could not
sleep on my left side, and had pain
around my heart. I became so fll
that I was much alarmed, and for-
tunately my attention was called to

Dr. Miles’ Heart Cure

I declded to tg it. The first bottle
made a decided improvement in my
condition, and flve bottles have com-
pletely cured me.”

G. W. McKINSEY, P. M., Kokomo, Ind

Dr. Iga:&%(:‘; %&E‘;ﬁ '

wi
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For Bale by all Druggtista,
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