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THE PORTENT

A Sto’y of the Inner Vision of the
H'zhlanders, Commaonly Called
the Second Sight.

By GEORGE MACDONALD,

CHAPTER 11,

1 had net notlecd 111 now, that the
storm lund risen 10 a very ecstasy o
fury.

“They say, Hkewlse, that the Ldy s
hale is still growling: for. every tinme
they see her, 148 longer than hefore,
amd that now such s bis lengih and
the dealong specd of the houese, that
It foats amd streams ont behind ke
one of those curved clonds, ke a com
et's tall, far up (n the sky: only the
clowd I8 white, and the hale dark as

(Continued.y

night.  And they say It will go o
growineg il the Last Day, when the
horse will falter and  her hale will

gather o amd the horse will fall, aml
the hadr will twist,  amd twine, and
wieathe ftaelf ke a mist of threa s
abont him, and bind him to everything
bt her, Then the body will rise vy
within it, face to face with him, nn
fated by a flond who, twinlng hoe
arms aronnd him, will deag hWim down
to the bottomless plt,

“He neod not think te take me (o,
wizid as he Is, with his disgoise, |1
o see throngh them all, Dunean
my dear, when you suspect anyihing
do not be 100 Ineredulous,  This human
demon I8, of course, a wizavd still, and
Knows how to make himself, as weil
a= anything he tonehes, take quite o
different appearance from the real one;
only CYery appearance muast bear soime
resemblanee, however, distant, to the
the natural form.  What he i@ afr,
now, of course, 1T eannot wwell; but yon
st Keepoa bold hearet, aond a fem and
wary foot, ns you go home to-aight,”

I showed some surprise, 1 do nod
doubt; and, peehaps, some fear ns well;
but I only sald:  “How do you know
this, Margaret?"

“I can bawdly tell yon," she roplle;
“hant 1do know bhim. 1 think e hates
mes O ten, of o wild oighi, when theee
Is moonlight enongh by s, 1 osee him
tenring aromnd this Hitde valley, jost
on the top edgeall round;: the Lady's
hade and the horse's mane and tail deiy
ing far behind, and mingling, vaporous,
with the snowy clowds, About he goes,
In wild careeving gallop, now lost o«

the moon goes in, then visible ae
ronnd when she  looks ont again an
aley, pale-geay  specter,  which  fow

eyes hut mine could see; for, as f(ar
as 1 oam aware, no one of the family
hut myself hag ever possessed e
double gift of geelng and hearing both
In this ease 1 hear no sound, excepl
now aud then a elank from the broken
shoe,  Bat 1 did not mean to tell you
that 1 had ever seen him, 1 am not a
bit afeald of him.  He cannot do more
than he may, His power Is Nmited;
else 1 enough would he work, the mis-
oreant.”

“But,” sabd 1, “what has all this, {er
rible as it is, to do with the fright Yo
took at my telling you that I had heard
the sound of the broken shoe?  Surely
you are not afrald of only a storm?"

“No, my boy; 1 fear no storm,  But
the fact Is, that the sound is seldom
heard, and never, as far as 1 know, by
any of the blood of that wicked man,
withount betokening some i1 (o one of
the family, and most probably to the
one who hears it-but I am not quite
suee about that.  Only some eovil It
dovs portend, although o long tine
may elapge before it shows Hself; and |
have a hope It may mean some one else
than you."

“Do not wish that,” 1T replied, 1
Know no one hetter able to bear it
than 1 am; and 1 hope, whatever it may
be, that 1 only shall have 1o meet i,
It must surely be something serious to
be so foretold: it can havdly e con
nected with my disappointment in be
ing compelled to be a pedagogue o
steind of a soldier.”

“Do not trouble yourself abont that,
Dunean,” replied she, A soldier vou
must bes The same day yvou told me
of the clunk of the broken horseshoe, 1
saw you return wounded from baitle,
and fall fainting from your horse in
the street of a great cliv—only faing-
ing, thank God! But I have particalar
reasons for being uneasy at your hear
ing that boding sonnd.  Can you ol
me the day and hour of your births"

“No"1 replied.  “1t seems very odid
when T think of it. but 1 really do aot
know even the day.”

“Nor anyone else, which {8 strangor
still?" she answered.

“How does that happen, nurse¥

“Wa were In terrible anxiety abont
your mother at the time. So i1l was
she, after vou were just born, in a
strange, nnaccountable way, that you
lay almost neglected for more than
an hour, In  the very act of giving
birth to you, she seeimod to the rest
around her to be out of her mind, so
wildly Qid she talk: but I knew better,
1 knew that she was fighting some evil
power; and what power it was, 1 knew
full well; for twice during her pains,
1 heard the click of the horseshoe. Rut
no one could help her. After her de-
livery, she lay as if in a trance, neither
dead nor at rest, but as If frozen to lce.
and consclous of it all the while. Onee
more 1 heard the terrible sound of iron:
amd, at the moment your mother start-
el from her trance, screaming, My
<hild! my ehild!’ We suddenly becane
aware that no one had attended to the
<hild, and rushed to the place where
hie lay wrapped in a blanket. Uncov-
cring him, we found him black in the
face, and spotted with dark spois upon
the throat. 1 thought he was dead:
but, with great and almost hopeless
palng, we succeeded in making him
breathe, and he gradually recoversd.
But his mother continued dreadfully
exhausted. It seemed as it she had
spent her life for her child's defense
and birth. That was you, Duncan, my
dear.

1 was in constant attemdance npon
Tier. About a week after your birth, as
near as 1 ean guess, just in the zloam
ing. 1 heard yet again the awfal clank
—only once.  Nothing  followed il
about midnight., Your mothes
aud you lay asleep bestde her. 1 sa
by the bedside. A horror fell upon

16 5 ddenly; though 1 neither saw nop
R:;ép:; anything. Your mother started
from hepr gleep with a ery, which sonmdl.

slopt,

ed as if it came from far away, out of |
n dréam, and did not belong to th's|
My blood curdled with fear. fyour ariror must b worn over the|botter at night than most creatures.—

world.

{eyes, and halfopen, righl lips, and,
fechie s she was, throst her hands
stralght ont before her  with  great

foree, her hands open and Hfted ap,
with the palms omtward,  The whole
action was of one violently repelling
nnother,  She hegan o tnlk wildly s
gl il done before you were horn,
but, thonugh 1 seemed 1o hear and un
derstand it all the time, T could not 1o
call o word of It afterward, It was
a0 T had Hstened to it when half
asleep. L attempted to soothe hee, pi'-
g my arms aronmd her, buat she seem-
o quite uneonsciotus of my  presence,
nd my arms seeined powerless wpon
the 1ixedd mseles of bhors,  Not that !
tebed 1o consteain her, for 1 knew that
a battle was going on of some Kind o
other, amd my interfercnee might o
awful mischicf, 1 only tried to comfort
and enconrage her, AL the thme 1 was
Inn state of indeseribable cold aml sof
ferlng, whether more hodily o mental
I conld not tell, But at length | heard
yet agalu the elink of the shoe, A sud
den peace seomed to fall upon my min
ot was oo warm, odorons wind tha’
filled the room?  Your mother droppied
her i, and tarned feebly toward Ler
baby. SBhe saw that he slept o blessed
sleep.  RBho smiled Hke nogloritied spir
It nnd fell back exhausted on the pil
low, 1 went to the other side of the
room to get o ocordial, When 1 ore
turned 1o the bedside 1T saw al onee
that she was dead.  Her face smilod
sl with an expression of the utter
mos! hliss"

Nurse ceasod, trembling as overcon.o
by the recollection; amd T was too much
movedd and awed to speak, At lengtl,
resnming  the conversation she salid;
“You see it s no wonder, Duncan, my
dear, i after all this 1 should find, when
I owanted to fix the date of your bleth,
that 1T conld not determine the day or
the hour when it took place.  All was
confulon inomy poor bhrain, Bat it was
strange that no one else could, any
more than Lo One carried you aeross
the room to lay yon down, for 1 as
sistedd wt your bieth, 1 happened to
look up 1o the window, Then 1T saw
what T did not forget, although T 3O0d
not think of it again 11 many days
after—a bright star was shining on the
very tp of the thin crescent moon,™

“Oh, then,™ sald 1, “it s possible 1o
determine the day amd the very hom
when my bivth took plaee,”

seee the good of book-learning!™ ro
plicad shes “When yon work it ont, jusi
let me know, my dear, that I may re-
momber it

“That I will,”

Absorbed fn the story T had heard, 1
took my way, as 1 thonght, homeward
The whole country was well known ‘o
me, 1 shoonld have sald, bhefore that
night, that T could have gone hone
bilndfold.  Whether the lightning be

turn, 1 cannot tell; for the hardest
thing to understamd, In intelleet as well
as moral mistakes, Is--how we came
to g0 wrong, Dut alfter wandering for
some thme plunged in meditation, and
with no warning whatever of the pres
ence of inimical  powers, a brillin o
Hghtning fAash showed me that at lenst
1 was not near home. The light was
prolonged for a sccomd or two by a
slight electrie palsation, and by that 1
distinguished o wide space of black:
ness on the ground in front of me.
Oneo mwore wrapped in the folds of o
thick darkness, 1 dared not move, Sad
denly It occurred 1o me what the hlacs
ness was, and whither T had wanderod
It was a hage guarey of great depih.
long disu=cd, and half (illed with wa-
ter, 1 konew the place perfeetly, A fow
more steps would have earvied me over
the brink., 1 stood stlll, waiting “w
the next flash, that 1 omizht be quite
sure of the way 1 was about to taks
Iwfore 1 ventured to move,
stood 1 fancled 1 heard a single ho!-
low plunge in the Black water far be
low. When the lightning  eame, 1
turned, and took my path in another -
rection,

Alter for walking for somo time
across the heath, T fell, The fall be
came a voll, and down a steep deeliviny
1 went, over aml over, arriving at the
Dottom uninjured,

Avother flash showed me where 1
wis—in the bhollow  valley, within a
cotnple of hundred yards from nuarse’ s
cottage. T made my way towards il
There was no Hght in it exeept the
feeblest glow from the embers of her
peat e, “She i in bed,” T sald to
my=elf, “and * will not disturb hoee™
Yo samething drew me toward the lit-
tle window, 1 looked in. At flest 1
conld see nothing., At length as 1 kopt
gazing, 1 saw something indistinet in
the darkness, ke an outstretehed hn
man form,

By this time the storm had Tulled,
The moon had been ap for some time,
but had been quite concealed by tem-
pestuons clonds,
hatd begun to break up: amnd, while 1
stool looking into the cottage, they
seattered away from the face of e
maoon, and a faint, vapory gleam of her
light, entering the cottage through a
window opposite that at which 1 stood,
fell direetly on the face of my oli
nurse, as she lay on her back, out
stretehod wpon chairs. pale as death
and with her eves elosed.  The light
fell nowhere but on her face. A strang-
er to her habits wonld have thought
she was dead: but she had so muach ot
the appearance she had had on a for-

that shie was in one of her trances. Bur
having often heard that persons in
such a condition ought not to be dis-
turbed, and feeling quite sure shoe
kuew best how to manage herself, 1
turned, though reluctantly, and left
the lone cottage  Dbehind me in the
night, with the deathlike woman Iying
motionless in the midst of it

I found my way home withont any
further difficulty, and went to bed,
where 1 soon fell asleep,  thoroughly
wearied more by the mental exciteme at
1 had been experiencing than by the
amount of bodily exercise 1 had gone
through,

CUADPTER I1I
NILTON HALL.

A= my father accompanied me to the
door. where the gig which was to earry
me ovey the first stage of my journ. v
was in waiting a large target of hids,
well studded with brass nafls, which
had hung in the hall for thime unknoan
—to me, ut least—fell on the tloor with
4 dull bang. My father started, but
sabd nothing: and, as it seenwed to e,
rather pressed  my departure  than
otherwise, T would have replaced il
old picee of armor before 1 went, but

he wonld nwot allow me to touch it
saying, with a erim smile:
“Take that for an omen. my boy, that

wildered me and made me take a false |

While 1|

Now, howover, these |

mer oceasion, that 1 coneluded at ones |

In man, Dnnean, my boy.
and do your duiy.”

A grasp of the hand was all the good
bye I could make, and 1 was soon rat
tling away to meet the conch for 130
Inburgh and London,

I reached London  in safety,  amdld
slept at the honse of an old friend of
my father, who treated me with great
lindness and secmed altogether to tale
a liking to me,  Before 1 left he held
ant o hape of being able, some day or
other, to procure for me what [ s
much  desived a0 comunission  in the
army

Alter spending a day or two with
him and seeing something of London,
I elimbysd onee more on the roof of 1he
conteh s and, late in the afternoon, wis
sef down at the great gate of Hilton
Hall, 1T walked up the broad avenuns,
through the finnl arch of which, as
thotgh a huge Gothie window, 1T saw
the hall In toe distanee,  Everything
about we looked strange, rich and loye-
Iy, Accustomed to the scanty flowers
and diminutive wood of my own coul-
try, what 1 now saw gave me a feeling
ol majestie plenty, which 1 ean recall
at will, but which I have never expe-
ricneed again,  Behind the trees which
formed the avenue I saw a shrabbery;
composed enticely of flowering plants
almost all unknown to me,  Issuing
from the avenue, 1 found myself amid
open, wide, lawny spaces, In which
the flowerbeds lny like Islands of color,
A statue on a pedestal, the only white
thing in the surrounding green, caught
my eye, 1 had searcely seen any scualp-
ture, and this, attracting my attention
hy o favorite contrast of color, retained
by Its own beanty., It was o Dryad,
or gotme nymph of the woods, who had
Just glided from the solitude of the
trees behind, and had sprung upon the
pedestal to look wonderingly around
her,

At the same moment, from the hase
ol the pedestal rose a figure in white,
graceful as the Devad above, and
neither running, nor appearing to walk
anickly, yvet fleet as o ghost, glided
peast e at o few paces distance, and,
hevping in a steaight loe for the mata
entrance of the hall, eontered by it amd
vinished,

I rfollowed in the directlon of the
nun=ion, which was large, and of sev-
oral styles and nges.  One wipg ap-
peared especially ancient,  TU wils neg-
leeted and out of vepair, and had in con-
segquence o desolate, almost sepuleheal
look: an expression heightened by the
number of large eyprosses which greswy
along its line. T went up to the contral
door and knocked. It was opened by o
grave, clderly butler, 1 passed under its
Mat arch, as if into the midst of the
waliting events of my story. IFor, as |
glanced around the hall, my conscious-
ness was suddenly satarated, i 1 may
be allowed the expression  with  the
strange  feeling—known to everyono,
amd yet so strange that T had seen it
before; that, in faet, 1 Knew It per-
feactly.  But what was yot more strang»
aud far more noneommon, was that, al-
though the feeling with regard to the
hall faded and vanished instantly, and
althongh 1 could not in the least sur-
mise the appearance of any of the re-
glons Into which T was about to Lo
ushered, T yet followed the butler with
o Kind of indefinable expectation of
secing somedhing which 1 had seen i
fore; amnd every room or passag
that mansion affected me, on entering
it for the fiest thme, with the same sen
sation of previous acquaintance which
I had expericuced with regard to the
hall,

I was received by the housekeeper, a
[1ittle, prim, benevolent old lady, with
}n-nlnrin-&« faece and antigue headdress
fwho led me to the room prepared for
| mee To my sarprise 1 found a largo
wood (hee buening on the hearth; bur
[the feeling of the place revealed at onge
the neeessity for ity and 1 scaveely
| needed to be informed that the roon
which was upon the ground floer, anad
looked out upon a little, solitary, grass
grown and ivy-mantled eourt, had no
5lw.-n stdef or years, and therefore ro
quired to be thus prepared for an in
{mate, My bedroom was a fow paees
| down a passage to the right.
| Left alone I proceeded to make o
| more eritical survey of the room.  1ts
look of ancient mystery was to e in
Leomparably more attractive, than any
I show of elegance or comfort could haye
been. It was large and low, paneled
throughont in oak, black with age, and
worm eaten in many parts-otherwise
entive,  Both of the windows looked
into the court or yard before mentiop
. All the heavier furniture of (he
roovm wias likewise of black oak. but
the chafrs amd couches were covered
with faded tapestry and tarnished
gilding, apparently the superannuaied
members of the general household of

sLs,

Fear nothing

(TO DE CONTINUED.)

Catching a Glance.
Mre. Smalley, in the Fortnightly Re-
view, gives an interesting explanation

of the expression on Bismarek's face
in the last portrait of him, painted by
Lenbach, the great artist,  ‘This look is
full of power and purpose, atlame with
anger and resolve, “lightning in the
eyve and the mouth hard as iron."

No might he have looked thunder-
ing at an obstinate majority in the
Reichstag or trying to bend a hostile
nation to his purpose,

But this is not the explanation of his
expression.  Price Bismarck loves sing-
ing birds and hates the crows, their
enemies.  One day he was walking
with Herr Lenbach in the woods, and
caught sight of a member of this do-
testable  tribe,

Hiz sudden glance of anger arrested
the attention of the artist, who, as soon
as he got home, transferved it to can-
vits.  Thus it was not the affairs of
nations which were responsible for the
look; not the obstinaey of his countey-
men nor the antagonism of the Freneh
which will send the great chancellor's
features down to posterity clothed in
tragedy.

It was simply the fact that he caught
sight of an insigniticant bird who has
no reverenee for the sweet singers of
the feathered world.

Scelng by Night.
Nocturnal  ereatures  assume nizht
activity for some other reason than
that they cannot se¢ by day, or that

they see better by night. The bat
secs admirably in the brightest sun-
i Coas any one knows who has ever

teased one by poking a stick at i, ke
will open its mouth and make an an-
gry grab at the stick when it is not
near it by several inches,
says it is the sawe with the owl, They
see perfectly In bright sunlight and

She zat up in bed, with wide, staving conscience, and not over the bedy. Bei Meehar's Montuly.

FARM AND GARDEN.

MATTERS OF INTEREST TO
AGRICULTURALISTS.

ome Up to Date Hints About Cultiva-
tlon of the Soll and Yields Thereof--

Horticulture, Vitlculture wnod Florl-

culture.

Quality of Irrigation Waters,

The qualities of waters employed in
Irrigation are far from being indiffer-
ent. Peasants the most stupid, know
that certain waters do not produce a
fertilizing effect, while on the con-
trary there are some that appear to
sterilize the land. Others are found
that seem to bear fertility to the lands
they water. The first class comprises
waters that are little serated
and  little oxygenated, and so
lay hold of the oxygen of the soil
and of the plants. The second class
comprise the waters which contain in
notable quantities salts, carbonates of
lime or iron or of sulphates of lime; for
the carbonates in losing to the air one
part of their carbonic acid, precipitate
themselves, encrusting the plants, and
closing the poores of the earth. The
sulphatesof iron in too great abundance
are veritable poisons for plants. Final-
ly there are fertilizing waters. Such
are aerated waters, containing salts of
potash, soda and ammonia, organic
matters, or of carbonic acid in solution.
It is, therefore, very essential for one
to assure himself of the nature of the
water before undertaking to divert or
elevate them for the purposes of irriga-
tion. If this be not done, the irriga-
tor will sometimes have occasion to
repent the expense to which he has
been in procuring them.

Waters overchurged with sulphate of
iron make that fact known by their
ustringent and metallie taste. We will
not occupy ourselves with them fur-
ther,

To determine the quantity of air con-
tained in the water, a hollow ball is
filled up with that water, to which is
adapted a tube bent back, and  filled
with boiled water. One end of this
tube is connected with a bell glass of
mercury. The water is made to beil
slowly and when it ceases to pass bub-
bles of air, the boiling is discontinued.
The gas is measured, and proper re-
ductions made according to the air
pressure  and  temperature.  Water
completely acrated dissolves one
thirty-sixth of its volume of air,
This air is more oxygenated than the
air of the atmosphere. They find in
waters indifferently aerated 2 liters of
air for 100 liters of water. But below
that quantity, and above all, if it has
to be brought far, the water should be
regarded as little favorable wo vegeta-
tion. The waters from wells, where it
is stagnant, are often of this class, as
are also the waters from melted snow.
M. Boussingault attributes to the lack
of aeration of these last, the produc-
tion of goites (granular swellings) in
places where such- waters are drunk.
When these are used for irrigation,
vegetation does not show beneficial re-
sults.

\Water in which soap dissolves badly,
or in which an aleoholic solution of
soup dissolves in flakes, should be
avoided. The character of such waters
is hard and shows that they are
poorly aerated. Legumes cooketl in
such waters remain hard, at least until
the water is softened with an alealine
salt (carbonate of soda). This is true
also of waters permeated by gypsam.

In working to obtain results that
shull itnprove the mineral composition
of the land, care should be taken that
the water bear to it the elements that
it lacks, or at least that it does not
bear to b other elements that it al-
ready has in too great abundanee, and
so aggravate its defects.

It is necessaey, however, not to press
too far these conclusions, but we
should have always before our eyes
the truth that the defects of dry land
are often palliated or destroyed when
it can be maintained in a state of
freshness.—Farmers' Review.

Some Experience with Mushrooma,

As many people are anxious to have
mushrooms, allow me to give a few
practical hints on the easicst possible
method of growing them, writes C. R.
Russell in American Gardening, My
plan is only a simple one. but I trust it
will enable the reader to meet with
success. I grow my mushrooms in the
stoke hole, with matchboard partition,
to prevent any gas from the fire com-
ing in contaet with the bed. First,
gather the necessary quantity of good,
fresh stable manure, but do not be so
particular, as you perhaps have been,
in shaking every bit of straw out:
merely shake out the longest, but see
that you have a good quantity of short
straw—say a third pure manure, the
balance short straw. Put the whole
in a heap on the barn floor, or where
it is not exposed to the rains. Get the
necessary quantity altogether at once.
About the second day it will require
turning over; this must be continued
every day until the flerce heat has sub-
sided. Let me remark here that it is
very necessary to avoid overheating,
otherwise the material will become

fire flaked, and in that condition it
would be worthless and sure to
bring disappointment. The ma-

nure will require working in this
way eight or ten days before
the heat has sufficiently gone
down and the manure is ready to re-
move to the place seleeted for the bed.
It will most likely need turning two or
three times in the bed in order to at-
tain the proper temperature, via., 85 to
90 degrees; thisiseasily ascertained by

| thrusting any ordinary thermometer

'rof. Bolles |

into the bed. The material should be
spread out equally. Use a brick or
something equally as heavy,the size of
& brick, to beat it down. (But before
1 proceed lpt me remind the operator
of the necessity of having a good solid
bottom to the bed, if elevated, in order

to stand the pressure.) Beat the bed |

down until about eight or ten inches
deep; let it lie im this state a day or
two to be sure the temperature is
right for spawning, that is from 80 to
85 degrees. Use English milltrack
spawn of the best quality, and be sure
you get it fresh; break it or cut it to
the size of a turkey’s egg, and insert
all over Lhe bed with a dibble, about
three inches deep,and six toeight inches
apart, at discretion. Rub  the
face of the Led all over with
the palm of the hand, to fill in the
holes well, and beat down again with
a brick to make sure the bed is solid;
cover the surface of the bed with about
14 inches of the best garden soil to be
had, smooth the surface with the spade
and the bed is complete. With a bed
thus made, I cut in six weeks. The
cellar in which my beds are, with the
boiler, maintains a temperature of 68
to 70 degrees, which is plenty high
enough for first-class results during
winter. To help the beds to bear in
the given time, and to strengthen them
while bearing, 1 use a little ammonia,
about a tablespoonful to a gallon of
water, heated to the same temperature
as the cellar. Sprinkle the bed and all
around the cellar with this mixture
about twice a week; this 1 find helps
the bed wonderfully. When picking
your mushrooms do not leave any
stalks behind; a gentle twist at the
base will remove the stalk without
breaking the surface of the bed and
avoid damaging the little ones, which
is very hurtful to the erop. By carry-
ing out these principles the operator
will, I am confident, be more than com-
pensated for his tromnble.

Soils of Orchards.

Prof. L. 1. Bailey of Cornell wni-
versity has the following to say on the
soils of orchards:

The soil in which orchards are set
should always be in a thorough state
of cultivation; that is, whether in sod
or in hoed crops the land should be in
good tilth or fine mechanical condition,
fertile and free from hard or *‘sour”
places and pernicious weeds. There
are exceptions to this rule in the case
of certain rocky or steep lands, upon
which it is desired to set apples; but
for all orchards whieh are planted di-
reetly for commercial results this ad-
vice has few, if any. exceptions. It is
generally best to put the land into
hoed erops the season before the trees
are set, as potatoes or corn, although
sod land, if well fitted and naturally
in good heart, often gives excellent re-
sults when turned over and set at once
to orchards. But most soils need the
previous cultivation to bring them into
a mellow and uniform condition. Many
of the ‘‘bad places” in orchards, where
trees die out the first two or three
years, could have been discovered and
corrected if the land had been devoted
to one, or several hoed erops, for the
owner would have observed that they
were too wet or toolumpy, or had other
serious defects. Lands look more uni-
form when in sod than when cultivated
and the farmer may be led to overesti-
mate their value for orchard purposes.
It may also be said that the familiarity
with a partieular piece of land which
comes of frequent eultivation enables
the careful grower to judge accurately
of its adaptability to particular fruits,
or even to special varieties. Lands
which have hard and impervious sub-
soils shonld be plowed very deep be-
fore trees are put upon them: and in
some eases, as for dwarf pears, it may
pay well to use the subsoil plow.
Lands which hold surface water and
which remain cold and ‘“sour,” long
after rains, shouldalways be thorough-
ly tile drained before trees are set; al-
though it should be said that such
lands are frequently unfit for orchards
becanse of poor drainage of air as well
as of water, and because the soil is
likely to be hard and cloddy. Itis
undoubtedly true that tile draining
benefits all lands intended for or-
chards, but in the majority of cases,
especially in rolling lands, it is a ques-
tion whether the labor and expense is
worth the while. Yet many rolling
lands require drainage becanse they
have hard and tenacious subsoils which
are near the sarface. "The clay lands,
upon which pears and plums thrive,
give unusually good results if well
underdrained,

MusEy FLAVOR OF GRAPES,—Most ot

the wild grapes have a strong musky |

flavor, which in lesser degree is recog-
nized in the improved seedlings and
crosses produced by them. To most
uncultivated tastes this musky flavor
is very attractive. We had once in a
corner of the garden a Northern Mus-
cadiune grape, which we bought orig-
inally for a Delaware when this variety
sold at $1.50 to $2.00 per vine. It was
a couple of years before we discovered
the mistake, and we were cheated out
of the Delaware for that time. Many
people visited us then who smcel'y
saw a grape except the wild frost
grapes of the woods. Almest all of
them praised the Northern Muscadine
in terms that seemed absurdly lauda-
tory. After they had eaten some of
the Muscadines, we gave them varieties
that lacked the musky flavor. At first
they were pronounced not se. good as
the other, but after a few days’ use the
better grapes were generally preferred,
and the lack of sweetness in the musky
grape became more noticeable. Most
of the musky grapes taste sweet be-
cause they have little acid. When
used for wine making, sugar has to be
added, while the sweeter but also acid
grape makes the best wine withoui
the addition of sugar.

A&E OF Trrip TREES.—It is very diffi-
enlt to get theage of the large trees in
our eountry.as few have been purposely
planted, while no one knows how long
the wild specimens have been growing.
In England there isa specimen of the
tulip tree known to have been planted
200 years ago on Lord Homes' estate in
Berwickshire. At two feet from the
ground it measures 23 fee
ference.—Mechan's Monthly,
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