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WHOLESALE FORGERIES.

A South Dakota Uperator Gets Away
With & Huge Sam.

YaxkTON, 8. D. Nov. 24. —The nom-
inal firm of Pierce, Wright & Co,, the
biggest financial concern in this sec-
tion, has collapsed as the result of
wholesale forgeries of school bond
and tax sale certificates and other
securities which were disposed of
through the London branch of the
house. Although Pierce had $200,000
worth of property here it has all been
transferred by mortgages or trust
deeds, and a careful search failed to
reveal u dollars’ worth in his own

name.
The frauds perpetrated will prob-
ably aggregate $1,000,000.

The nominal firm was really only
J. T. M. Pierce, Wright having with-
drawn from it several years ago, and
there being no company. The “‘firm”
had branch offices in London, En
land, Spokane, Wash., and at Hol-
yoke, Col., and had done business in
all these places, but the principal of-
fice has been at Yankton, which has
also been Pierce's place of residence.
The London office was the place
where the issues of frandulent papers
Avere rned- s She - onm -

Plerce dealt largely in school dis |
trict bonds and tax certificates, gen-

erally of a fictitious character, manu-
factured by the wholesale with forged
signatures attached with seals, veri-
fications, ete. He found a ready mar-
ket for his bogus paper through the
good standing of his London house.

Who is responsible for the whole-
sale forgeries is only a matter of con-
?ecmre as yet. *In the school bond
ssues the South Dakoka counties of
Yankton, Bonhomme, . Hutchinson,
Turner, Clay and Union were covered.

The business has been going on
many years. The last school bond to
come to light is dated December 1,
1893. It purported to be of independ-
ent school district No. 2 of Bonhomme
county, for $25,000, payable to
J. P. Crennan, who died sev-
eral years before it was issued.
W. H. Brown of Yankton is
the alleged notary who attested
the docament. An opinion es to its
legality is attached, signed ‘‘Gamble
Bros., per H. 8. Gamble.” The firm
was not in existence at that time, and
H. 8. Gamble was never a member.
The signatures are forged. It is
%uarsnu-ed by Pierce's London house.

his paper was sold to English par
ties und was recently made the sub-
ject of investigation by T. Mallinson
of Texas, an Englishman.

Numerous fraudulent mortgages
have also been palmed off upon un-
suspectihg Knglishmen. What Pierce
bas done with the money secured by
him capnot be learned. He has built
extensively in Yankton, some of the
most substantial improvements in the
city being the result of his invest-
ments. He has lived expensively,
maintaining an establishment here
and one in London. He has
put $175,000 into the grade and
right of way of the Yankton and
Norfolk railroad, though there is a
belief that the money for the railroad
work was not a portion of his income
from the school bond tax certificate
factory, there being good authority
for the statement that the sum was
subscribed and paid by Englishmen.

Pierce left England October 5 for
America and, it is said, is now in
Mexico or Central America.

A SWEEPING REFORM.

Internal Revenue Buarean Under Civil
Service Laws.

WasHiNGTON, Nov. 24. —Administra-
tion officials are preparing the way for
the proclamation of the order placing
the internal revenue service under
the operation of the civil service laws.

There is a doubt as to whether dep-
uty collectors will be brought under
the civil service law. It is argued
that their duties and responsibilities
are so closely linked with those of
the collectors theinselves that thé in-
cumbents of the offices should be
at liberty to appoint those dop-
uties. No conclusion on this head
has as yet been reached, but the
president may determine to exempt
the subordinates named. All tthers,
clerks, storekeepers, guagers and the
like, will find full protection in the
order of extension. Lists of all the
employes in the service in all the dis-
tricts throughont the United States
are being prepared and will be turned
over to the civil service commission in
a few days. This will be done to
prevent collectors fromm making
wholesale dismissals of those Repub-
lican empioyes remaining and ap-

ointing Demoerats to the positions
1n anticipation of the order.

There are in the neighborhced of
5,000 places in the internal revenue
service, ranging in salaries from
$1,000 to $4,000 per year. In conse-
quence, the expected order of the
president, if it covers the entire ser-
vice, will be the most important and
far reaching of any issued during the
present administration.

A NEW TREATY WITH JAPAN

Secretary Gresham and Minister Kurino
Quletly Sign the State Document.
Wasmneroy, Nov. 24, —Secretary of

State Gresham, in behalf of the

United States, and Minister Kurino

of Japan, in bebalf of his country,

have affixed their signatures to a new
treaty of amity and commerce be-
tween this country and Japan.
Coming at the present time, the
signing of the treaty is considered of
much stgnificance beyond its actual
terms, as it establishes cordiality be-
twveen the countries when foreign
powers are endeavoring to show that
rejection of offers of war mediation
was a snub to the United States. The
signing of the treaty conecludesa la-
bor which has been in progress for
fifteen years, through the administra-
tions of several Japanese ministors,

Murdered and Robbed.

Moxerr, Mo., Nov. 24.—Jesse Dor-
s2n, who claimed his home in Rogers,
Ark., was Irilled here yesterday and
robbed of $25. His assailant was a
tramp, who was captured and part of
the money recovered. He refuses to
give his name. He was sent to jail.

Masked Mighwaymen in Atchison,

ArcuisoN, Kan., Nov. 24.—Masked
robbers entered Heinz's lunch house
last night and compelled the proprie-
tor to hand over $02. Similar cases
ire of nightly oceurrence of late and
the police are powerless to preveant it.

MOUNT TACOMA ERUPTION,

The Great Mooarch of the Cascades
z Strangely Transformed.

SAN Fraxcisco, Nov. 23.—Great ex-
citement has been caused throughout
the Puget sound country by what is
looked upon by many as an eruption
of Mount Tacoma, or Ranier, 14,444
feet high, and ome of the loftiest
peaks in the United States. .

The mountain has lately been
strangely transformed. The crest of
the great monarch of the Cascades
has changed, the cone havlnF fallen
in, and steam can be seen rising from
the crater. There is no eruption, it
is believed by those most competent
to judge, ut great masses of
rock seem to have fallen.
The snow- capped cone has dis-
appeared and a sharp-pointed peak
has risen in its place to the east of
the crater. The changed appearance
of the mountain is evident from the
streets of Seattle, ninety miles dis-
tant, and thovsands of people have
watched the great peak all the after-
noon. But very few people have ever
ascended the mountain, and at this
season of the year the ascension is an

absolute impossibility. There is no |

way of making a thorough investiga-
tion of the phenomenon.

COUNTERFEITING TR ZMERICA.

Features of the Report of Chiet Hazen

. of the Becret Bervice,

WasninaToN, Nov. 23.—William P.
Hazen, chief of the secret service of
the treasury, in his annual report
shows that during the year the total
number of arrests made was 647, near-
ly all of which were for violations of
the statutes relating to coun-
terfeiting United States money. Of
those arrested about 300 were either
convicted or pleaded guilty, and 120
are now awaiting the action of the
grand juries. The fines collected
amounted to §5,067. The amount of
altered or coungerfeit notes captured
during the yearwas$23,150; coins, $751.
There was also captured thirty-one

lates from which counterfeit notes
1ad been printed, thirty-three dies,
150, molds, and a large quantity of
miscellaneous matter, consisting of
tools, melting pots, ete.

The experience of last year fur-
nished evidence of great activity
among counterfeiters, the number of
arrests largely exceeding that of any
previous year in the history of the
\ervice.

DEFICIT STILL GROWING.

Government Over Twenty-two Milllons
Behind Since July 1.

WasAxcTON, Nov. 23.—The receipts
from customs so far during the pres-
ent mountl are §7,480,603; internal
revenue, $5,169,040; miscellaneous
sources, $012,339, making a total of
$13,562,072.

The expenditures amount to $22,-
160,000, making the deficit so far this
month $8,507,928, and for the period
sipce July 1, 1884, $22,051,700.

An Original Republican at Rest.

Trov, N. Y., Nov. 23.—Judge James
T. Robinson died yesterday afternoon
‘n North Adams, Mass., after a linger-
‘ng illcess at the age of 72 years. He
was editor of the North Adams Trans-
scrint and an able writer. He was
also judge of probate, and was one of
the organizers of the Republican
party in Massachusetts and a delegate
at'large to the convention which re-
wominated Abraham Lincoln.

Basta of Vice Tresidents Placed.

WasHINGTON, Nov. 23. — Busts of
Vice Presidents Stevenson, George M.
Dallas and Elbridge Gerry have been
placed in the vice presidential niches
in the senate gallery. The Aaron
Burr statue has been placed in one of
the gallery corridors preparatory to
transferring it to its permanent
guarters inside the senate chamber.

LIVE STOCK AND PRODUCE MARKETS

Quotations from New York, Chicago, St.
Louls, Omaha and Elsewhere.
OMAIIA
Butier—Creamery print....... 19 &0
Butter—I'air 10 good country. 11 @ 13
Egus—Fresh .......cccoovvvennne 15 @ 17
Honey—ier®d............... 18 w 10
Foultry —Uld hens, per B d @ 4
Chickens—Spring, per b.. 44@ o
Turkeys—Per 1b....... 5@ 8
Gerse—Per 1b........ 5 @ b4
Ducks—Per 1b.........c.....00ns b @ O%
Cheese—Neb, & Ia. fulleream. 11 @ 113
Lemons—Cholce Messinos..... 4 00 o 4 50
Dranges—Messinos,per box,... 350 @ 4 00
POLALOBA. . . oo dsaiassanisinnnie _ OB gnm
Bweel potatoes, per bbl........ 250 300
Beans—Navy, hand-picked, bu 200 @ 2 25
Hay -Upland, per ton.......... 800 @10 00
Hay—Midland and lowlund... 750 @ 8 00
Onlons—Perbu ................ 85 o 70
Boota—Per bu............cc0e:. @ w
Turnilps—!er bu... ............ 45 50
Carrots—Per bu........ . 50 60
Parsnips-Per bu......... i =il G0
Cranberrries—Cape Cod 00 w950
Apples—-Perbbl. .......... L2580 w275
Hogs—Mixed packing.......... 430 @ 450
Hogs—Heavy welghts.......... 435 W45
Beeves—Prime steers,,........ 4 65 % 500
Beeves— Stockers and feeders. 2 00 265
11T 5 T A R, 1 - g 2w
ORlres Lol e 1:0 4 50
Eteers—Falrtogood............ 32 w500
Bowe: Gl - 1325 23
BOTOrs . ..c.oivnivniasninns . 13 200
Sheep—-Lambs............. - 250 w 400
Bheep—Fuir to good natives... 225 @ 2 90

NEW YORK.
Wheat, No. 2, red winter......., 584@ ®
Corn—ho. A (8 b

ot Sg 355(
ORE=NO 2. v rvinrerss nssrvisasss K By
RO R st i va e oy + 14 50
Lurd veaseniianmbinisasesaa st 08 @ 702N
CHICAGU,
Wheat—No. 2, epring. 66 @ 56%
Corn—Per bu......... 61 as By
Oats—: er bu 20 @ 304
Pork. .. 1215 @12 20
L PP i e T e ) 68T @6 RS
Hogs—Packers and mixed..... 440 .. 49)
Cattle -Com, steers to extra... 200 « 400
Sheep—Lambs ..... ... ........ 176 390
Sheep—Inferior to cholce...... 135 @33
8T, LOUIS
Wheat—No 2red, cash...... S51% %3 524
Corn—Perbu........... ccveeeye 455 45
Outs—Per bu ........ 30 i 30
Hogs—Mixed packin 30w 450
Cattle—Native steers 0 g {}\ ‘:J)
% =

Sheep—Mixed natives..

New Yorg, Nov. 23.—The Lexow
committee will resume its investiga-
tior into the affairs of the police de-
rartment Monday, December 3. It is
anderstood that the committee will
start off with evidence as to the con-
duct of some high officials.

Pelxoto Muy YVisit This Country.

Rio De Jaxemro, Nov. 23. — The
United States will soon bs visited by
ex-President Peixoto. He is in bad
health, the result of overwork in-
cident to the revolution in this coun-
try, and on the advise of his physici-
aps he contempiates s tour.

i =0

HER FIRST CAKE.

@he moasured out the butter with a vory
solemn air

grentest caro
To eo::n the egs correctly and to add a litule
t

Of baking powder. which, you know, beginnera
oft omit
Then she atirred it altogether and she baked
it full an hour—
But she never quite forgave hersell for loav-
ing out the tlour!
~Springfield Republican

A Passive Crime.
BY «THE DUIEIESS-"

CHAPTER VIII—CoNTINUED.

“*What 18 it, my lamb?"” ghe SAYS,
bending down to her with deep oon-
cern. “What distresses yvou? All
day long you have been fretting.
and now, even as evening falls upon
us, I find you weeping again! Why
is this, my precious? What has
happened?”

]t is nothing,” says Maud,evasive-
ly. “A foolish fancy; and, besides,
my head aches.”

“Or your heart, perchance. Yet
why? He has come back to you,
that young Penruddock, safe and
sound. Your conscience, therefore,

4 must be free of offense. Naumarez

I‘ﬁrheéﬂ true to his word,'and has
spared him; Pk in_spite of all this,

is alive. 1It. is 1 should weep for
that, not you.”

‘‘Esther,” says the girl, suddenly,
sitting up, and confronting her with
flushed cheeks and angry eyes, ‘‘you
must not speak thus—yon shall not:
and if you persist in hating him, 1
shall learn to bate you!"

**Ay, that will be my reward, no
doubt!” mutters Fsther, bitterly.

Her tono smites her listener to the
heart.

I was wrong," she says, with
contrition. “How could I speak to
you like that?" She slips & warm,
soft arm round the woman's neck us
she speaks, and Esther, turning,
kisses her little hand with passion-
ate love. «“How could I hate one
who has taken care of me all my
life. and even saved me from death
once, as you have told me? But of
what kind you have not sald. Death
from starvaticn, was it""

“No; from sudden death.”

“Why have you never told me
about that?"

“What "

“You know what I
roscue "’

I sha!l some day."

+‘Why not now?”

“I shall wait till you are more
sensible.”

*I do not understand you."

“I mean till you have learned to
forget Penruddock, and to love
another.”

“Then I think 1 shall never hear
that story,” says the girl, very
simply.

“Tut! Does love, think you, last
forever? Time will teach you more
than that.”

«It would take a very long time
indecd to teach mo to forget Dick.”

*So you think now; but when a
year has gone by, and he has for-
gotten you, and found a fresh idol,
then you will come to believe in my
words, and then you shall hear the
story of your deliverance from
death. 1

“I don't want to hear it," says
Maud, wilfuily, drawing back from
Esther.

She was silent for a few moments,
and then asked, in an anxious tone,
**Are men really so fickle as you say,
nurse?’

+Fickle,
erucl.”

“But not Dick, I am very sure,"
says Maud, with tears in her eyes
and voice.

*‘He is his father's son, and will no
doubt follow in. his father's foot-
steps, notwithstanding that his
mother was, really and truly, a saint
upon earth.”

““Was she? eagerly. «Then I
Lhink he must be like his mother.”

mean—that

and worse. Cold and

again bitterly, with the little erum-
pled note, s0 precious to her, hid-
den in her small, feverish hand. Her
tears seem to drop like molten lead
upon the woman's heart. She gets
up impatiently, and paces the room
in a restless fashion, stopping atlast
close to the chair where her darling
sits lamenting. !

“Do not cry,” she says, tapping
the back of the chair with nervous
fingers. “Why will you spoil your
eyes and wear away your heart-
strings? What is it that ails you
now? Tell your old Ksthenr.”

1t is a hopeless wish,” says the
girl, mournfully; «but I want to be
as other girls are—I want to have a
father and a mother of whom I need
not be ashamed. I want to be born
in the same society as—as
and to be his equal. I don’t want
money; I only want to be raised

until to-day, when he seemed given
back to me from the grave, how
fondly, how truly I love him!”

“‘Alas—ualas! that things
have gone so far!” mutters
regrotfully.

**When I saw him again, and felt
his hands in mine, a great well of
joy sprang up within my heart. [t
was as though he belonged to me,

should
Esther,

woman, dreamily.

Her thoughts seem far away, lost
in dreams that belong to a curious
past.

**To-morrow,” goes on Maud, sad-
lv, smoothing out the crushed note
with tender fingers, ‘*he 1s coming
again to ask me to be his wife, and
for the last time I shall say no. Af-
ter that we shal be strangers for-

The milk and sugar also snd ahe took the .

you are openly unhappy. 'Iha 29V

After which she falls to weeping:

Dick’s, |

Oh. |

above the finger eof scorn.
Esther, come near to me! I must!
tell it all to you. I never knew

was mine forever—as if nothing
could ever part us again; yet it is
all in vain.”

“All  is  wvanity!" repeats the

'our. and how shall I bear i1t? Oh,

how bear it. and live!

«Then marry him, if your heart is
80 st upon it," says Esther, sullenly.

“Do you think I would do him
such an injustice? And besides, I
would not marry him agalnst his
father's will. I have still''—scorn-
fully—+‘some pride loft."

How can you possibly know that
FPenruddock would serionsly objsot?”

*‘By thls lettor, though the thought
is well disguised, and by many other
things. "

*So still proud!” says the woman,
scornfully. +Yet the day is fast ap-
proaching when he wil. be compelled
to lower his tone!"

*‘What do you say, Esther? hast-
ily cried Maud, wondering at those
words.

“Nothing. Never mind me. Yot
it kills me to see you unhappy, when
I could help you."

*‘Help me! Oh, nurse, if you enly
could!"” says the girl in deep agita-
tion, kneeling down before Ksther,
and leaning her arms on her knees
while gazing with intense earnest-
ness into the dark visage above her.
“Sometimes your manner Is &0
strange it makes me believe you are
suppressing something. Dear nurse
—dearest Esther, help me in this
matter if you can! Mr. Penruddock
is coming here to-morrow with Dick.
Help me to meet them. Oh, do,

At dn, Van gould not endure to
piae 00 80000 e b

soe me misorable, 1 im:)w‘.'g.m tho
then, dear Fsther, if only T -\k
sake of your own peace, help ma!”

There is a whole world of entreaty
in the lurge blue oyes. that gazo up-
ward through a veil of tears. Kather,
alter & moment's hesitation and four-
ful struggle with herself, makes a
gesture us though resigning some-
thing that for years had been sweeot
to her, and, stooping, presses her
lips fondly to Maud’s white brow. Is
she not us hor own child—dearer to
her than anything the world can of-
fer? Shall she not, for her darling,
relinquish her pet scheme?

“Perhaps the time is come, she
savs, slowly. +«Tell me, child, is
Gilbert Sapumarez in town "

“I don't know; but you could find
out. Why do vou want that dread-
ful man, nurge?”—with a blush and
a shudder, as she remembors that
last meeting with him, in which
Esther had borne a part.

*Now lie down aguin, and try to
sleep. or you will be in a high state
of fever to-morrow, and unfit to en-
counter any one,” says Esther, with
authority. not answering her ques-
tion. *“And"-—meaningly—+there is
much before you—more than yon
form any idea of.”

CHAPTuR IX.
All Known.

Next morning, sitting in her own
room, discussing the post and her’
chocolate, Mrs. Neville grows sud-
denly wserious over a letter just
opened, and which not only disturbs,
but very groatly “erplexes her. It
is from Mr. Penruddock, demanding
an finterview, and begging her to
name an hour in which he may
speak to her upon a subject of much

Ihere is no mention of Maud in the
letter; yet it so unmistakably means
business in every line. that Mimi
feels uneasy, and, ringing the bell,
summuns Fsther to her aid—the wo-
man baving proved herself of sound
judgment upon several occasions,
when Mrs. Neville found herseH in
want of good advice. and knew not
where else to look for it.

For two long hours she and Fsther
remain closeted together, at the end
of which time Mrs. Neville, opening
the door, comes out into the corri-
dor with an air of open triumph and |
I gladness in her whole demeanor,
that contrasts rather oddly with the
pink lids and heavy eyes that betray
the fuct of her having been crying
bitterly. In her hand she bears a
letter, which is addressed to George
Penruddock. I'sther, golug to
Maud's room, after some persuasion,
induees her to send a note to Dick,
desiring him to come to South Aud-
ley street at a particular hour —that |
is to say, at nino o'clock that even-
ing.

The lamps are carefully lowered,
the curtains drawn There is suf-
ficient light to discern objects. but,
hardly enough to rcad the features
o/ Maud Neville, who, reclining in a
low chair at the upper end of the
room, sits idly gazing into vacancy, |
whilst swinging slowly to and fro a |
huge black fan. Upon a table under- !
neath Mrs. Penruddock's picture two |
lamps are burning dimly. Mrs |
Neville islounging on a solemn arm |
chair g7 W8 to all appearance enjoy- |
{ing life" in its greatest intensity. |
| which, to speak more plainly, means |
 that she is slowly but surely falling
i into the arms of Morpheus.
| The sound of a bell rings through
| the house, there is a pause, and the |
| door opens slowly, and Mr. Penrud-
heavy, de-
termined step of one who has a
righteous cause to be adjusted. and
with his countenance starn and
white. It is at all times a forbid-
ding countenance, no one has ever |
thought otherwise, though strangely
handsome, but to-night it is very
nearly repulsive.

He advances to where Mrs. Neville
(who has suddenly aroused from
slumber to a fall sense of the situa-
tion) is sitting, but pauses eon his
way, and shudders, perceptibly, as,
lvokine up by chaner, he sees that
he is befor: the portrait of his dead
sister-in-law. Mrs. Penruddock’s
large, pathetic blue eyes are gazing
down upon him, as :o0 often
gazed in life, sweet and earnest, and
. just now, as it seems to his distorted
fancy, something more than all this.
Is it thut he has grown superstitious

{doce comes in with the

within the last few moments, or do

they wear a reproachful !look that
thrills his whole being? Is the beau-
tiful face eager and expectant, as

importance, both to him and her. |

Ilonked at the young lady.

they |

gt

| though she would demand at his
hands the little one left to him in
trust? Recovering himsell by =
great effort, he goes up to Mrs.
Neville, and says something formal
to her about his gratitude for the in-
terview thus granted.

He is perhaps going to explain
why the meeting was solicited, when
the abrupt entrance of his son checks
him for the time being. A quick
shade of anger erosses the yvoung
man’'s brow as he sees his father. In-
stinotively his glance turnes to where
Maud {a kitting, se far apart from the
reat: but she is so enveloped by the
shadows falling from the lowered
lamps, that he eannot distinguish
her features with any clearness. He
would have gone over to her at
once, but Mrs. Neville, by a sharp
gosture of command, stays him and
brings him to her own side.

«Stay, Dick.,” she says, qulietly.
*Your place is here—as yet!"

So ho stays by her, as in duty
bound, though sorely troubled at
heart.

sAfter all that I have urged, you
have come,' he says, ecoldly turning
to his father.

*‘Yes; to say that which I told you

yesterday I Intended to say!"” retorts
’enruddock, stubbornly. Then, ad-
dressing Mrs. Neville, he adds, in a
labored tone, “It would make mat-
ters much oasier it I mjght speak to
youalone, without the presence of
—Miss Neville!”

There 18 a covert insolence in the
hesitation that he shows bofore pro-

qncing Maud's namo that makes

no -7
Mrs. rille angry and Indignant.

il pu have come here to

{ whing J‘V“'n}-uvmo. it 18 both

say refers to Misd™ 1 she showld-.
her wish and mine th:ﬁn 2y

be a listener to it.”' she says, slowly.

*‘Therefore, do not hesitate, but com-

mence at onee, and let us hear. if

you please, that which you have

come hither to speak.

“I'hut is as’you desire, of course,”
Penruddock returns, calmly: +and,
indeed, it is but little of your time I
shall require. 1 would merely re-
mark that I shall never, under any
circumstances, give my consent to
an alliance between my son and
your adepted daughter. "

At this, Maud, who until now has
sat sllent and almost motionless,
starts into life. She rises to her
feot, and, though still keeping well
‘in the shadow, turns to confront
Penruddock.

“Hescrve your disapprobation,
sir,” she says, in a voice low but dis-
tinet; +‘there Is no oceusion ‘for it,
still less [for your consent to my
marriage with your son. As he will’
himsel! inform you, I have alrveady
told him, and very distinctly, that
such a union is utterly impossible.”

Dick makes a movement as though
he would go to her, but Penruddock
detains him.

*You hear what she says?" he ex-
claims, eagerly. “She has refused
you. Let it rest there. It is all at
an end. Surely you would not press

the matter? Have you no self-
esteem? Have you no pride?”
“In this case, none,” says the

young man, sadly. +It is my happi-
| ness, my life, for which I plead.”

“But she tells me plainly that
with her own lips she hus rejecte:l
)'Oll. ”

oI, says Dick, earnestly. going
up to Maud, and taking both her
hands In his, “il she will also tell
you, not only with her own lips, bat
honestly and from her heart, that
she does not love me, I shall then
resign all hope of ever gaining her.
I shall cease to weary her with my
presence and my sincere protesta-
tions of affection, and leave her free
to wed a happier man:; but never
until she has told me that. You may
therefore spare yoursgelf all further
trouble on my acecount.”

He pauses, as if overcome by emo-
tion, end then goes on again in a
voice that trembles slightly. I
await my sentence. Maud, speak!”

TO BE CONTINUED.

CALLED DOWHN.

The Wo:man Tried to Have Her Dau
ter's i':ngaxamr-nl Ring Appralsed.

A salesman in a Philadelphia jew-
elry store was approached by a
woman of the fashionable world and
her daughter, a few days ago. The
latter looked somewhat embarrassed.
*I desire to get a ring for my daugh-
ter,” said the woman. ‘The salesman
u‘\'ot
whis one—another daughter. It is
tobea surprise.” She was shown
case after case of diamoad rings,
but none seemed to suit her. Finally
she said to her daughter: +Show
him yours, dear." Blushingly the
girl took off her glove ,and
slipped a sparkling ring from her
engagement finger. “I want to get
one exactly like that. How mueh
will it cost?’ 'The salesman looked
at the ring, and the girl watched
him as bravely as she could. He
recognized it as one he had sold to
Mr. Blank a few days before. So he
handed the ring back to the daugh-
ter and said: +*The cost of this ring,
madam. was a confidential matter
between Mr. Blank and mysell. We
haven't another like it in the house.
I understood from his remarks that
he thourht the ring would not bha
valued at its intrinsic worth. How-
ever, if you wish to know its value,
take it to some pawn shop. and
muitiply what they will offer you by
three and you will get pretty naarly

#~
o

the correct price.” "The mother
flounced out of the stors in great
wrath. Her daughter followed, al-

mest in tears.

Nothing stingy About Her.

“Mrs. Robinson has the reputation
of being very stingy.”

“I :should say report belies her,
then. ”

“You think so?"

*“I'hink so! Why, she presented
her husband with twins the other
day.”

Aura”




