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That Promised Letter.
O'Nere, Nes., Febroary 18, 1894,

Epitons Feowrien—As I was about to
take the train enroute to California on
the morning of Jannary 14, I asked you
if you wanted to hear from we for publi-
cation. You replied that you did, pro-
viding what I snid was not favorable to
the coast country, Admiring your
logalty to your home country, and appre-
ciating the fact that yon did not wish to
publish correspondence delineating the
good points of other localities that your
own might suffer in comparison, I at
once decided to write nothing at all.
And I was surprised upon my return to
learn that you had promised the
readers of Tur FroNTiEn a series of
letters from the pen of its first editor
and .founder. It is always a sincere
pleasure to me to talk through Fronrtixm
columns. I enjoy it whether the reader
does or not. I feel that I am speaking
to old, tried and true friends.

Under the circumstances I pi-oposs to
be very brief, and deal very little with the
oountry I have visited, referring more to
the people I met and the things I noticed.
It would be imposeible, however, for any
one to make a visit of a couple of weeks
in the land of sunshine, lowers and fruit
and not become sumewhat enthusiastio.

oy | The change at this time of year from this

climate to that, 18 s0 marked that one is
impressed to a great degree with the
equisite tingling of ecstatic pleasure that
permeates his entire anatomy, and he is
forced to enjoy himself, as I did, every
moment of the time. When I say that I
had no use for overcoat or rain-coat,over-
shoes or gloves, while on the coast, you
oan imagine what brand of weather was
on tap, It was sunshine and calm every
day. Now, reader, do mnot understand
that I say these things because I have
concluded that COalifornia is the best
place in the world to live, and that I want
to boom that country. Not so. Nebraska
is all right, and the man who is settled
here, either on farm or in town, would be
toolish te make a change. It might be
disastrous, and without doubt in nine
oases out of ten would prove so. Let
well enough alone. BStand by Nebrnska
and you are ull right. I havebeen asked
many times, “would you like to live in
Oalifornia?” Frankly I reply that I
think I would, providing I was sufficiently
provided with this world's goods to be
able to do so in comfort. The climate is
oapitavating, her people are hospitable
and devoid of that codfish aristocracy
that to me is deteatable, and there is an
atmosphere of liberality and freedom of
thought that is commendable, and the
soil is capable of producing almost any-
thing that grows anywhere. And in
parenthesis I want to remark that it is
irrigation that makes Califormia. The
soil is no better than ours, perpaps not
as good, but the immense systems of
irrigation ditches and canals have made
the unce barren wastes of sandy land to
“blossom as the rose.”” What were a few
years ago sheep pastures have been
transformed by plenty of water diverted
from the mountain streams and rivers,
into veritable gardens, where erchards of
decidions and other fruits, as well as all
kinds of grain and yegetables, are sure
crops. There are no failures where there
is water. And if we can secure irrigation
in Holt county, and 1t seems to be pretty
well demonstrated that it can be done, no
fian will have oceasion to seek a home
elsewhere, becanae we have all the ele-
ments for wealth, and what is paramount
to all else health, right here. Bo let us
not de discouraged, but keep in view the
fact that what has been done in California
and other places where the rainfall is in-
sufficient can be done here. If we ocan
bring this about we will all be rich and
there will be no grounds for complaint
about Holt county and Northern Ne-
hraska.

But about my trip. [ bought a ticket
over the Santa Fe, and accompanied a
party that started from Ewing, consisting
of G. W. French, W. F. French, Irve
French and wife, Mrs., O. W. Farrell and
two children, Link BShannon, wife and
three children and his father and mother,
C. Theae wife and three children. We
had a tourist car all to ourselves, and the
trip was very enjoyable indeed; at least
to the writer. The tourist car is the way
to travel on one of these long journeys,
for somehow the Pullman appears stiff
and precise, while the tourist car is demo-
cratic and yon feel more at ense. With a
party of acquaintances there is no for-
mality, and doing your own cooking on
the car makes the expense very moderate,
The Santa Fe route is a good one this
time of year, as the cold weather and
storms are avoided. OF course there is
not much to see of an agreeable nature
through Arizona and New Mexico. It is
desert all the time until you oross the
Mjava desert in California. Then sll. ab
once you come out of the mounntains into
what seems like Paradise. You have seen
so much God-forsaken barren waste for
the past three days that the change
strikes you as most wonderful. From
sand, oactus and greass wood to roses,
orange groves and beautiful foliage of all
kinds forces the contrast depicted by
the word pictures so oftén pain ted of hell
and heaven. Feelings of disgust are
supplanted by feelings of ecstacy and
admiration. It is really a good thing for
California that so much poor country
must be passed over to reach one of so
much beauty and grandeor.

Our car was switched off at the beauti-
ful city of Muadera, the county seat of
Madera county, at about 4 o'elock on
Sunday morning, January 21st. We were
all up to see the sun rise, and as even

was filled with antioipation® But what a
sunrise! It had ramed the might before,
and the atmosphere was laden with some-~
thing that smelled and tasted good, It
was warm and balmy like a May morning
in Nebraska. We soon vacated the car
that had boen n comfortable home for us
for nearly a week, and the pleasant asso-
ciations connected with it made us just a
little regretful after all. It looked so
homelike. A first-olasa breakfast at the
commodious Yosemite hotel and then a
tramp around town made all feel better,
although Mrs. Farrell, whose husband was
back in Nebraska attending to F, E. and
M. V. business at Ewing, looked a feeling
of homesickness even if ehe did not ex-
press it. Bat all in all we were a jolly
party.

The main object of most of the party
was to buy a home in California, and
they were induced to make the trip by
W. F. French, representing the Howard
and Wilson Colony company. On Mon-
day, in company with Mr. Ogston, the
local sgeretary, I examined the lands. In
some reapects I was disappointed. There
was not as much improvements made as I
expected. It was a newer country than I
looked for. But when I oonsidered that
less than three years had elapsed since
the first tree was planted, and the irri-
gating canal had only recently been com-
pleted, and I eompared the country that
had been developed with it, together with
prices, ete.,, I eoncluded thatif a man
wanted to invest 1n California this lay-out
was about right and perhaps as good as
could be found. However I did not reach
this conolusion until I had visited north
to Ban Francisco and south to Los
Angeles, Laud $800 to $2,000 per acre
at other places (improved of course) and
here it appeared equally as good and
could be had umimproved at $60 to $80,
and planted, (three years in the spring)
at from §140 to $200. The Bhanmnons,
French and Thede bought in colony
number 2, four miles from Madera, at $656
per acre, and were building houses and
going to work with smiles on their faces
and their sleeves rolled up. Their land
has been oultivated for years, and they
are putting in crops of grain and vege-
tables, and with the aid of their cows and
chickens expect to make expenses from
the start. No doubt they will. I finally
bought a ten-acre tract in colony number
oue, one and a half miles from town,
which is plantud to prunes, peaches, pears
and raisins. I have contracted to have
some of the prunes replaced with orange,
cherry, walnut, lemon, fig, almond, palm
umbrella, oypress and other treee, and
sometime in the dim future I may have
an attractive little “farm™ in Califoruia.
It ocost, or will whon paid for, §1,600.
Perhaps it was a foolish speculation, but
if it is it is not the first one I ever made.
It does not appear to me that it can be
worth any less, and to judge from the
history of other portions of the state that
are already made and where lands are
selling for so very much more, it looks as
though it would be a good investment,
Madera is a rattling good town of 2,000
population, nicely located, and it strikes
me has a bright future, if her people are
the right brand, and they appear to be.
The town needs a little more vigorous
blood and will probably get it as it is at-
tracting considerable attention.

My visit at San ¥rancisco and Ookland
was most enjoyable. Mr. W, G. Palman-
teer, formerly president of the First
National bank of O’Neill, insisted on my
stopping with him, and while 1t is against
a long established rule of mine I was in-
doced to acquience, and I am very glad
that I did, as Pal and his estimable wife
made me feel perfectly at home, and with-
out any ostentatious attempt to do so
made my stay of three days with them
very pleasant, and feel I under obligations
for the courtesies so freely extended. Mr,
Palmanteer’s long residence in California
and his position as manager of one of the'
largest banks in the state, gives him an
extended acquaintance and ht was able
to show me all that could be seen in that
limited time. We visited some of the
finest surburban residences around Oak
land, and I thought I had never seen
flowers and plants before. T could till
your paper with accounts and deserip-
tions, but muat desist, as I promised to
be brief and say but little of California,
(Guess I have proven myself a prevari-
cator already.) We were on the go all the
time, and I was always exclaiming, “Say,
if my wife could see those plants and
flowers she would go crazy.” It wasa
poem all the time. The evidences of
stability in and around Oakland are
many, and I believe it is really the best
part of the state to bank on. I was
pleased to mnote that Mr. Palmanteer
occupied a position clear at the top in
financial circles. The Central Bauk has
a capital of $1,000,000, deposits of $1,-
500,000, and elegantly and modernly
fitted quarters second to mnone in the
state. To look after so vast an institu-
tion as this surely reflects credit on our
former townsman,

Mr. Palmanteer, his cashier Mr. Yatesa
(by the way one of the finest and most
companionable men I have seen in many
a day) and myself visited the Midwinter
Fair on opening day, January 27. There
was an immence crowd, the displays and
buildings are fine, and altogether the
enterprise is a success and reflects great
credit on Ban Fraucisco and California
On this day I caught my first glimpse of
the Paoitic ocean from the Cliff house out
to the beautiful Gelden Gate. Of Golden

Gate park, Sutrof park, the Chinamen
!quartars and other interesting things I

| must not attempt to speak.

that event was something novel to me 1 '

I wantod to visit our old and respeoted
tellow townsman, Michael Cavanangh, but
roally had no ‘time. He lives 70 miles
from Oakland, and as my leave of absence
was limited I ocouldn’t get there. 1am
satisfled friend Cavanaugh made the
greatest deal of his life, and haa a home
good enough for anyome. He made
$10,000 slick and clean, in the exchange,
It was a lucky striks, and no one but
Mike would have tnmbled onto it.

On my return south I met D, L.
Cramer and O. W. Farrell at Madera.
They bad just come from Ewing. Mr.
Farrell had come to stay, and as he is a
reliable railroad man, worthy and well
qualified, no doubt by this time has
secured a position. He and his estimable
wite will always have my best wishes for
sgocess and happicess. Cramer came to
see the country, sd he and I went to Los
Angeles, Before I left home Barney
Ryan told me he had a brother living at
Los Angeles, 80 we proveeded to look him
up. Inquiring for William A. Ryan we
were directed to the conrt-house,and com-
fortably esconced in the distriot attorney’s
office we found a pleasant sppearing
gentleman, with a sedate and solemn
countenance, who confessed to the ocog-
nomen of Ryan. Introducing ourselves
as pligrims from cold Nebraska we were
warmly greeted. After snowing une over
the most magnificent court-house we have
ever seen, taking in the graad view
from the tower with the rest, the Judge
(that is what everyone calls him) pro-
ceeded to show ns around town a little.
And say! Well, guess we huden't better
say very much about it, Only this: That
Judgs Ryan knows everybody and every
place in Los Angeles and enrivions, and
he seemed imbued with the idea that he
muast make Cramer and I as familiar
with people, places and things generally
as he was, and if he did not succeed it is
not his fault by any means, We kept
our skates on all the time, night and day,
although we had to get them sharpened
occasionally in order to keep up with the
procession. Judge Ryan appenrs to be
one of the most popular men in the city
with all classes, oooupies a position that
requires ability and sagacity, s a prince
of good fellows, and the future before
him is indeed bright. Cramer and I will
never forget his kindness to us, and there
is nothing too good in this worlp that we
do not wish him.

Of our trip to Pomona,Pasadena,River-
side, the mountains, the beach at Banta
Monioa, the old friends we met, the many
new ones we mads, the sights we saw, the
opportunities we improved, those we
didn't, eto., we will not mention. I like
the Los Angeles country generally. It is
a paradise. The ounly objection we would
have to living there is that a fellow wounld
have to die sometime. I had a Premier
camera with me,carried it everywhere,took
eight dozen snap shots in the various
localities, and when Grady and I get the
plates all developed will have a gallery of
which I can talk for a few days at least.
I stopped one day at El Paso, Tx., and
visited Juarez, Mex., where I got some
twenty “snaps” that make interesting
piotores.

Notwithstanding I bhad an enjoyable
trip, I was glad to get home again and
put on the harness in Uncle Bam’s service.
Exouse “brevity.” Yours, W. D, M.
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Guaranteed Cure,
We authorive our advertised druggist
to sell Dr. King's New Discovery for

consamption, coughs, and colds, upon
this condition. If you are afflicted with
a cough, cold or any lung, throat or
chest trouble, and will use this remedy
as directed, giving it a fair trial, and ex-
perience no benefit, you may return the
bottle and have your money refunded.
We could not make this offer did we not
know that Dr. King’s New Discovery
could be relied on. It never disappoints.
Trial bottles free at Corrigan’s drug store.
Large size 50c and #1.

The Sioux City Weekly Journal
Is a metropolitan newspaper issued in
two parts—four pages on Tuesday and
eight pages Friday. It is bright, clean
and entertaining, and not excelled in
point of news service and other special
features essential to a first class paper
by any other publication in the west,
The Journal has a laige circulation
throughout the United States, and is
popular wherever it goes. One trial we
are confident will please you. Oncea
subscriber always a reader. Subscribe
now. Do it to day. Subacription terms
81 per year; 50 cents for 6 months and 25
cents for 3 months, cash to accompany
the order. Sample copies free. Address

PeRrkiNs Bros. Co., Publishers,

Sioux City, Iows.

Care for Headache.

As a remedy for all forms of headache
Electric Bitters has proved to be the
very beat, It effects a permanent cure
and the most dreaded habitual sick head-
aches yield to its influence. We urge
all who are afflicted to procure a bottle

and give this remedy a fair trial. In
cases of habitual constipation Electric
Bitters cures by giving the needed tone
to the bowels, and few cases long resist
the use of this medicine. Try it once.
Large bottles only 50c at Corrigan’s drug

store.
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symptoms, which when neglected increase
in extent and gradually grow dangerous,
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