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A FORCED LEAD.

There were only three people in
the room besides the whist players;
the old gentleman who sat in the cor-
ner of the room and was always read-
ing, and Julia McCullough and young
Stevens, who were in another corner,
half shielded by the Japanese screen.

Ot the card players one was old
Mr. McCullough, to whom whist was
the business of life. A second was
old Mrs. McCullough, who played
excellently, but never could be utterly
deaf to the claims of the outside
world. The third was Mr. Richmond,
8 sBuccessful lawyer, sdmething over
60, with closely-cut, iron-gray hair,
quiek, keen eyes, a manner which
very likely had been nervous, but
was now only incisive, and an utterly
absorbed attenticn to the matter in
hand. People said Richmond had
had a disappointment in love, which
had kept him a bachelor and perhaps
encouraged the hablt of absorption—
& fact which caused Julia McCullough
and young Stevens to regard him with
deep and respectful sympathy. The
fourth player was old Mr. MeCul-
lough's partner, and just at present
she groped under such a cloud of
disapproval that it would have becn
a relief to have escaped notice alto-
gether. Fhe was a silent, smooth,
unassertive, unmarried woman, whose
game Mr. McCullough had trained,
trimmed and pruned in season and
out of season until, as a matter of
self-preservation, she had learned to
play better than he.

But it was owing to her that Mr.
MecCullough now fidgeted in his chalr
and glared at a nine-spot as il each
club on its surface were a weapon of
assagsination. It was but 8 o'clock
in the evening, and she was playing
only till the stage came to take her
to the train on which she was to
leave—hreak up the game and leave.
No wonder Mr. MecCullough was
almost speechless with rage. No
wonder that Mrs. McCullough fatally
wandered, so that she mistook a
knave for a king and pulled in her
opponent's trick. Even Mr. Rich-
mond, who scarcely knew how Miss
Selwyn looked, so rarely he raised
his eyes from the table, felt that her
conduet was injurious.

*May I be permitted to inquire,
Charlotte,” asked Mr. MecCullough
in an awful voice, ‘since when a
knave has been advanced to the dis-
tinction of taking a king of the same
suit?”

“Gracious!" admitted Mrs. Me-
Cullough, pushing the card to Miss
Selwyn, who was so crowded by the
universal disapproval that she re-
ceived them aa a free gift.

«0f gourse it is impossible to be
even decently attentive in the midst
of such willful disturbance,” re-
marked Mr. McCullough.

««If it were not a case of illness,”—
began Miss Selwyn, agologetically.

“‘People have no business to be
ill,” snapped Mr. McCullough.

*Do you suppose Susan will be able
to get there, too?” asked Mrs. Mec-
Cullough.

«-I hope 80,” returned Miss Selwyn.

“Come, come, Charlotte!” ex-
claimed Mr. MeCullough; *for heav-
en’s sake, let us play while we can!”

Julia McCullough and young Ste-
vens were talking in low tones be-
hind the screen.

+Did you really pin it up?” asked
Julia, with apprehensive pleasure.

o] really did,” returned young
Stevens, *in the hall. I knew how
strained the situation would be to-
night, and as it is my last evening I
wanted it to be peaceful. They
might have asked one of us to take a
hand.”

«] wouldn't have done it,” said
Julia, firmly.

+Yes you would, you poor lamb, or
I would have taken your place and
lost my temper. Ican get along
with your uncle anywhere but at the
whist-table.”

One of the hotel servants came to
the door—the stage was leaving.
Miss Selwyn rose, looking ready to
ery. The cards had just been dealt.

“I am very sorry,”she said.

«Sorry!” growled Mr. McCullough;
sswe may have toplay witha dummy!"

«There isn’t & soul in the house
that can play,” sighed Mrs. MecCul-
lough. Richmond rose to go with
Miss Selwyn te the door.

He put her in the carriage and re-
turned. Not a word had been spoken.
He walked restlessly to a -bookcase
and read the titles. The old man in
the corner buried himself deeper in
his" pages; the young girl and her
companion became mcre involved in
winding worsted. Mrs. McCullough
sorted her hand mechanically. Mr.
McCullough drummed “on the table
and looked ready to burst with rage.
It was a8 if nature were preparing
for a cataclysm.

Suddenly they all, except the
reader, looked up. A woman stood
in the doorway—fine-looking, though
not & young woman. Her gray hair
rose straight from her handsome
forehead; her clear complexion wus
a little flushed., but she spoke with
perfect self-possession.

«] saw the notice pinned up in the
hall,” she said. +Iam a good whist-
player. Would you iike to have me
make up the hand? !

Young Stevhens ruse with a side
glance at Julla, who lcoled a little
scared

*Pinned up in the hallP™ repeated
old Nir. McCullough, doubtfully.

“Yos," she eaid distinctly, with a
swift glance that took in all the
occupants of the room; ‘‘the notice
saying that there were three whiat-
players in the east card-room who
wanted a fourth at a quarter past
eight.
apply.”

Richmond glanced at the young
man with a certain severity, behind
which was & gleam of amusement,
and came toward the card table.

“]"—began young Stevens; but it
was old Mra McCollough who settled
the matter.

“Well," she interrupted, *«do come
and git down. I1'm sure I don't know
how you got here, but we're glad
enough to see you. I'll play with
Mr. McCullough because I am used
to h{m. You can play with my part-
ner.”

“We're wasting a lot of precious
time," sald Mr. McCullough, and the
handsome woman came forward from
the doorway and picked up the cards
that lay at her place.

Richmond seated himself opposite,
and for ten minutes not a word was
spoken. Ffhe did play well —one of
those intelligent, pliable games which

how science, memory and compre-

ension. Richmond was delighted
with her. If ata critical point he
planned a brilliant stroke, she caught
his intention instantly and co-oper-
ated. He was not curious about her
personally; he had barely looked at
her; she was simply his s«illful com-
rade. It was her deal, and as she
picked up the cards she shuffied them
once. Richmond's eyes wore on her
fingers. and he started a little. She
mixed the cards by an odd bit of
manipulation. He had never seen
but one other person do it. The next
time he watched her; then he glanced
from her fingers to her face in sudden,
sharp inquiry. Her eyes were on his;
they wore a look that might have
been triumph., The game went on.
The low tones of the young people
were almost whispers.

“If you had that ace you were a
long time playing it, Charlotte,” sald
Mr. MecCullough. at the endof a hand.

“One doesn't win by being in a
hurry,” she answered, easily.

“No," said the stranger, speeking
for almoet the first time, "*‘one does
not.”

The words were simple, but to
Richmond’s ear they were emphatic.
He looked at her with a certain air
of suspense, and again she met his
look. Another hand was played.

“Youdid it that time.” said Rich-
mond, at the end of it, as he scored
three tricks.

“Yes," said she,smiling, *I thought
it was time I took matters into my
own hands.”

He turned a little pale, and dealt
the cards with his eyas on her face.
The evening slipped on; the game
was close and interesting.

*That play of yours was an unusual
one,” said Richmond, ¢‘but success-
ful.”.

“Yes,” she answered, slowly; «I
broke all the rules to do it. It wasa
forced lead,. but there secmed nothing
else to do."

There were bright red spots in her
cheeks and she held her handsome
head very high as she spoke. He
laid down the cards as if to stop
playing; then—

It suved the game,” he sald con-
cisely, as he picked them up again.

«] thought you had that queen,
Charlotte,” said Mr. McCullough 1n
ireful reproach, ‘from the way you
played before.”

«It is dangerous to draw infer-
ences,” said Richmond quickly, look-
ing across the table.

*Not usually,” she answered light-
ly, *if one knows one’s partner.”

At 10 o'clock Richmond, instead
of taking up the hand she had just
dealt him, put both his arms on the
table and leaned across it. Mrs. Me-
Cullough looked as if the skies would
fall, and Mr. McCullough said:
«Come! Come!” Richmond heeded
neither of them.

*Will you tell me why you played
as you did?' he asked with sudden
sternness. His partner looked at
him and her eyes fell for a moment.
Then, with her first full composure,
she answered:

«tlt has taken ‘'me a long time to
return your lead; but I found, soon
enough, that it is from what is my
strongest suit as well”

«“Come, come!” said Mr. Me-
Cullough; ‘a great deal of talk
about a hand that is past and gone.
Pick up your cards, man!"

Instead of doing so Richmond stood
up. The young people stopped talk-
ing. and even the reading old man
laid down his book.

«Js your name still Frances Effing-
ham!" he asked.

*Yes," she said, rising too.

«Have you come back to me!*

“Yes,” she taid again.

+] have waited a long time,” he
went on.

“Yes.” There was a pause.

«“Will you come with me into the
parlor across the hall and let me
speak to you?”

She bowed, and tossing down her
cards she passed ont of the room and
he followed her.

If Mrs. McCullough had ever al-
lowed profanity in her presence she
might have had to listen to it then.
For several moments Mr. MeCul-
lough found nothing appropriate in
his volcabulary.

«Are we never going to have a de-
cent game of whist!” hé thundered
at last. —Storiettes.

A Notable Inatance.

Professor in Natural History to [1is

upil—Can you cite me an example
of the higher order of animals,
showing the absenes of teeth?

“Yes, sir; fivst, there is my grand-
+ mother—"

Only good players need

If you wish

the lightest, sweetest,
finest cake,

. biscuit and bread,
Royal Baking Powder
is indispensable

in their

preparation.

HE ROYAL Baking Powder surpasses all
others in leavening power, in purity and
wholesomeness, and is used generally in families,
exclusively in the most celebrated hotels and res-
taurants, by the United States Army and Navy,
and wherever the best and finest food is required.
All teachers of cooking schools and lecturers upon
culinary matters use and recommend the Royal.

“I find the RovAL BAKING POWDER superior S8R ,
to all the others in every respect. It is purest and 55§

strongest.

“WALTER S. HAINES, M. D.

W

“Prof. Chemistry, Rush Medical College,
« Consulting Chemist, Chicago Board of Health,” etc.

Made from pure grape cream of tartar, and the
only Baking Powder containing neither ammonia nor alum.
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Woman Everywhere,

I have found among all nations, says
Ledyard, that the women adorn them-
selves more than the men; that, wher-
ever found, the same kind, civil, oblig-
ing, humane, tender beings, that the
are inclined to be gay and cheorful,
timorous and modest. They do not
hesitate, like man, to perform a hos-
pitable, generous action; nor are they
haughty, arrogant or supercilious; but
full of courtesy and fond of society; in-
dustrious, economical, ingenious; more
liable in general to err than man, but
in general more virtuous and perform-
ing more good actions than he. Inever
addressed myself in the language of de-
cency and {friendship to a woman,
whether civilized or savage, without
receiving a decent and friendly answer.
With man it has often been otherwise.
In wandering over the barren plains of
Denmark, through honest Sweden,
frozen Lapland and churlish Finland,
unprincipled Russia and the wide-
spread regions of the wondering Tartar
—if hungry, dry, cold, wet or sick,
woman has ever been friendly to me,
unifor nly s0; and to add to this virtue,
s0 worthy of the appellation of benevo-
lence, these actions have been per-
formed in so free and kind a manner
that if I was dry I drank the sweet
draught, and if hungry ate the coarse
morgel, with double relish.

A Typleal Englishman.

A Mr. Kirkbell who had never been
out of England until he went to Vienna,
seems to have been a typical Briton
and stubbornly insular to the extent of
refusing to alter the time of his watch
as he traveled eastward from England.
No argument would induece him to
budge, and when at Vienna he had
risen at unearthly hours and perambu-
lated about the city alone, having per-
sisted insbeing guided by his watch,
stoutly asserted that thed d foreign
clocks were all wrong. Kirkbell was
very anxious, also, to keep a record of

all the places he visited, znd was|

always jotting down in his pocketbook
the names of the variousstations where
he had stopped or passed. ‘*‘low curi-
ous it is that there are somany stations
of the same name,” he once remarked
to a fellow passenger. who replied that
he had not observed it. Kirkbell then
showed his record to prove that he was
right; and, sure enough, over and over
arain the word ‘‘Ausgang,”
which he had confidently entered as
the name of many stations on the
route.—Argonaut.

Not to be Improved.

This pretty story is told of a distin-
guished lawyer. He and his wife were
at a social gathering, where the ques-
tion was discussed: ‘*‘Who would you
rather be if you were not yoursel{?”

His wife asked him for his reply to
the question. J

He answered promptly. *‘‘Your sec-
ond husband, dear.”

8raTE or Onio, City or ToLEDO, -
Lucas Couxry.

Frank J. Cheney makes oath that he fg
the senfor partnerof the tirm of F. J. Cugxgy
& Co.. doing business in the City of Toledo,
County and State aforesald. and that sald firm
will pay the sum of ONE HUNDRED DOL-
LARS Zor each and every case of Cutarrh thag
cannot be cured by the use of Harr's CaTarrg

Curs.
FRANK J. CHENEY,
Bworn to before me and subscribed In m
presence, this 6 day of December, A, D, 1858,

—
i SEAL t A, w.em&m RS
——

Hall's Catarrh Cure fo taken internally and
acta directly on the blood and mucous surfaces
of the systemn. B8end for testimonials, free,

F. J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo. 0.
&F80ld by Drugglsts, 75¢.

Propertigs of Plneapple.

A housewife who is fond of experi-
menting made one day a delicous snow
pudding, flavored with preserved pine-
upple. It was served with a custard
sauce, also flavored with the pineapple,
the solid part of the preserves being
used for the pudding and the syrup for
the sunce, The pudding was a great
suecess; and, thinking to make it more
delicious, the next time the pudding
was made, fresh, uncooked pineapple
was used, and the pudding, which isa
preparation of gelatine, whites of eggs,
and sugar, well beaten until stiff und
set away in & mould to harden. The
housewife, feeling sure of a dainty des-
sert, waited with pride for the sweet
course of her dinner. But alas, when
it eame to her table it wus o thin wa-
tery liquid, with bitsof pineapple float~
ing in it; pleasant enough to the taste,
buat hardll{ a delight to the eye. Noone
could explain the mystery of the disap-
pearance of the gelatine until a scien-
tific cook explained that chemists had
recently discovered that pineapple had
a wonderful digestive power, and that
it had probably consumed the gelatine,
The principle discovered has lately
been applied to n new preparation of
beef extract to be used for beef ten,
sauces, and soups. Its superiority to
other extracts is based on the fact that
not only the extract of beef, but the
solid meat fiber are a part of it, being
made soluble by a pineapple ferment.

A Granite Camel.

One of the most curious rock forma-
tions in the world is to be scen in Ari-
zona. It is a short distance east of the
stage road between Tucson and Oragle
and stands on a knoll several feet above
the surrounding sand hills. It is a
most perfect representation of a camel
and is formed of one piece of granite.
It is about sixty feet high and is very
white and smooth. There are very few
fissures on the surface, and they
strangely are in the proper place to
form features. The only real projec-
tion from the surface is exactly placed
for an eyebrow. The two humps are
plainl{ to be seen, and the neck is
curved beautifully.

Nature Demands a Tonle.

We ought never to forget, even those of us
who possess vigorous henlth, that we are
wearing out—that the vital clock work, so to
speak, must eventually run down. This, of
course, we cannot prevent, becnuse it is in
the ordinary course of nature, but we may
retard the too speedy arcival of decay by the
use of an Invigorant which takes rank of
every other—namely, Hostetter's Stomach
Bltters. This century hus not Witnessed o
parallel in success to this famous medicine,
which not only sustains health by promoting
vigor, but overcomes constipation, dyspep-
sla, chills and fever, nervousness, rhicumi-
tism and other disordered conditions of the
eystem fostered by weakness and an impov-
erished conditionof the blovd, The feehle,
persons convaleselng after exhausting dis-
case, and the aged, derive Infinite benefit
}{mlln the use of this helpful and efficient

onle.

Regrafting Wild Plum Trees.

There are thousands of wild plum
trees as well as the wildings of enltiva-
| ted sorts that are no use what ever as
| they are. These should be regrafted
| with the best and most productive cul-
| tivated varieties. There is a common
idea that plum trees must be grafted
| very early in order to succeed. The
| buds start very early. and it is little
| nse to try to make a swollen bud grow.
| But if the bud has been held tad that
{is to Dbe set,
the tree will not affect it.

For sick headache, dizzriness or swim-
| ming in the head, pain in the back, Lody, or
| rbeumatism, take Beecham's Pills.

| The man who mukes 5o mistakes is not | i hompson’s Eye Waior
] no mistakes nu] m},"::‘n‘hfr ‘3

i loved by many people,

i
|

the swelling of buds on |

{ lightness.

Aluminam Cooking Vessels.

One of the latest uses of aluminum is
for cooking utinsils, An expert of the
metallurgical laboratory of Lehigh
University says, after two years of
netnal gxperience, that in point of
cleanliness, durability snd
all-round adaptability, vessels of allum-
inum are the perfection of cooking
utensils. lle instances two boilers
which have been in daily nse for cook=
ing all sorts of food, for preserving,
stewing fraits, and like for two years,
and are toduy as bright as new, and
have not lost a fraction of weight. One
weighs one poand twelve and one-half
ounces and the other one pound eleven
ounces.

I Cure Dyspepain and Conatipation.
Dr. llh(;gr: Iu-u’w'r’n'i.ve Nerve Pl w:\ freo with
Medical ﬁouh 10 prove merit. for 3¢ stamp. Drugs
giats, S3c. DR . Bux W., WL
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There are sermons in stones only for the el

man who knows how to break them up.

There are four cirsles of Moslem Erothor-
hood in the United Etates,

“Hauson's Magle Corn Salvo,*’
Warranted to cute, or inoney relunded. Ausk
druggist forit, FPrice £6 cunts,

Some people work themselves almost to
death in trying to find rest.

| s sropped f DR. KLINWS
o AT oGO
e, | i
cases. Bemd toDr Kiine. 981 ArohBe., Fhiladalphie kas
Some people talk most about what thay
konow least.

If the Baby is Cutting Teeth,
Be sure and ure that old and well-tried remedy, Mrs.
Wissiow's Soomnina Evevre for Children Teething.,

your

The devil never wastes any powder on &
corpre,

The devil loves the man who lives only to
make others unhayppy.
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system.
For all discases
or the blood—D i
Semion Cor Laine scralal
or
g&bﬁm&, the ** Discovery " is the only
gmedy 80 gnédﬂng and ve that it can

ranteed,
11 it doesn’t beneflt or cure, you bave your
money back.
On these terms, it's an insult to
telligenco to have somethking elso
“fust as good.™

MEND Your uWN HARNESS

WITH (!

THOMSON'S
SLOTTED

CLINCH RIVETS.

No tools uired. Only a hammer necded
%0 drive am.:qulmrh 1hl'm,em-ily and quickly
leaving the clinch absolutely smooth, R
Do hole to be made iu the leather nor barr for the
Rivets. They are SIKGNG, TOUGH and DURABLE.
Millions now in use. All lengthe, uniform or
asgorted, put up in boxes,

Ask your denter for them, or send 400
in stamps for a box of 100; assorted sizes.
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