Madame Midas

By Fergus Hume

CHAPTER X111 (Continued. )

“*"Mercy ! ! eried the unforianate wom
an, taken by wurprise, and, inveluntarily
tightening the reinx, the horse stopped
“who nre you?"

Villlere never salidl a word, but tight
ened hig grasp on her throng nond short
encd Lils stick to give her a hlow on the
head, Fortunntely, Muadame Midas s
his intention, and mauaged to wrench her
well froe, 5o the blow aimed at her only
whghtly touched e,
hiave killed her,

A it was, however, she Tell forwand
Yall stunned, and Villlers, harriedly drop
ping his wtick, bent down  an clesdds
ping his stick, beur down and seind 1
box which he felt under his feet nud in
wultively guesaed ocontalned the nogget

With n cry of
put on to the road, ad sprang oul
ft: but the ery woke his wife from the
gemi-stapor into which she had falten,

Her Liend [olt dizzy and hieavy from
the Llow, bur still she had MO TS
about her, nud the moon bursting out from
beahind a clond rendered the night as clear
us day,

Villlers hud pieked up the box, and was
manding on the wige of the Lank, just
nbout to leave. ‘The nnhnppy woman ree
ognized her hosbamd, and uttered o ory,

ol rwisne it

iriumph he
nite

*You! you ! she shricked, wildly, “eow
ard! dasturd!  Give me baek that nog
get !V lenning oat of the trap i her eng

*riegs,

3 IPEEE

warn e |

hnreled it |

“We'lre quits now, my lnds.” retortel
Villiers, nnd hie turned to go
Muoddened with anger and disgost, s

wife snntched up the stick Le Wnd dropped,

|
and strack Wim on the head ns he took l|

etep forward,  With a stitled ery de stag |
gered and foll over the embankment, =il
clutching the box in his arms. Madomne |
let the stick fall, and fell back fainting

on the seat of the teap, while the horse, |
startled by the noise, tore down the roud
atl o mad gallop. '
Madame Midas lny in o dead faint for
some thne, and when she came (o hersell
sbe was in the teap, and Hory was ealin
umltinu along the rond home. AL the
of the hill, the horse, knowing every
Ineh of the way, had settled down into his
meady trot for the Pactolus, but when
Madame grasped the situation, she mar-
relled to hersell how she had escaped be
Ing dast??l to pleces in that moad gallop
fowu the Rlack HIill,
“ Her head felt painful from the effects
of the blow she had received, but hier one
Bought was to got home to Arehie aud
$elina, so gathering up the reins she sent
Rory aloug as quickly as she conld, When
drove up to the gate Archie and Se-
ﬂ:& were both out (o receive her, nud
when the former went to lift her off the
p, he gave a ery of horror al soeing
dishavelled appearanee and the blood
her faod.

THeaven save us!” he erled, lifting Ler
owD ; “what's come to ye, and wihere's

nugget " seclng (L was nol o the

P. .
&% “Loat 1" she said, in o stupor, (ecling
ber head swim here's worse,”
“Worse?" eoiaad nind  Araliie,

who were both standing looking terrihied
st one another,

“Nes," mald Mes, Villiers, in o
whisper, leaning forward and greasping
Archie’s coat, “'ve Kkilled my hushand.”
and without auother word, she fell faint
kg 1o the graund. l

» . L] . . . .

At the same thue  Vandelonp  and

ferre walked into the bar ot the Wattle |

Hotel, Pierre went to his hed, :m-!!

\ ]
uollow

andoloup. humming o gny =ong, 1.||.'|-.--«I! -

pn bis heel aud went to e theater, |
A o |
a CHAPTER XIV, ]
o The Wopples family were true Mokie
eians, and had not sel losi thele way

%0 the plensant city. “They aceepred gomd
hd bad fortune with wonderfel eguanim
"}’. and if their pockets were ¢ty one
Gay, there was abways o possthility  of
their being full the nexr, When this waas
the case they gonerally celebented  the
event by a little supper, and as thelr
present sceuson o Ballopng bid fale to be
& sucessiul one, Mr, Theodore Wopiples
Getermined (o have a convivial
after the performance was aver,
"That the Wopples famiilly were fuvorites
with the Ballurut folk was amply wsecn
by the crowded house which assembled to
poe “The Cruet Stand,”  The audience
were very impuatient for the curtaln 1o
rise, as they did not appreciate the over
tare, which econsisted of airs adaptod for
the violin and piano by Mr. Handel Wop-
lem, who was the musical genius of the
Ily, and sat In the conductor's seat,
playing the violin and condueting the or
chestra of one, which, on this ocgasion,
was Miss Jemima Wopples, who presided
st the piano,
Theu the orchestra playved the “Wop-
os' Waltz,”" dedicated to Mr. Theodore
opples Ly Mr. Handel Wopples, and
:::n; the performance of this Mr, Vil
walked into the theater. He wus
a little, pale, as was only natural after
goch an adventure as he had been vngaged
in, but otherwise seemed all right, 1le
walked up to the first row of the stalls,
apd took Lis sead Leside a young man of
sbout 25, who was evidently much amused
#t the performauce.
. “Bollo, Villierw!” pald this young geu-

eveniug |

tleman, turning round to the new wrreival,
“what d'ye think of the play?”

“Ounly fust got in,”" returned Mreo Vil
Hora, sulkily. “Any good?”
“Well, not badd,” returned the other;

“P've wen it In Melbouroe,
the original, | mean,
ontd-hand affair.”

Just ax the orchedirs were making theie
final plunge Into the finale of the “Waop
ples’ Walte,” M, Vandeloup, cool and
talin as usunl, strolled into (he theater,
vl Meeing m oviodnt -a-m.u-v.ulu- Villiors,
walked over and took 11,

von know

thils 18 0 very s

ool ovening, my Treiend hee  wadd,
tonching Villiers an the shonlde “Kn
Joyving the play, eh*"

Villiers  anpgrily  pushsd  awsy  the
Frenchman's hand and glared vinditively
ol him.

“Al. you still besr malice for that 1t
I "}l].ﬂid" of e dited,” sald \.I]l'll'l!'lllllll_

with n gay lagh., "Come, now, this s a
migtake: It pus be friends. Seen voar

lntely 2"
This apparentl

wile
".'lll~.4|l
\'I". \4”5"!'\ tiy Jump ‘-‘I‘I‘i"lli,‘- ot uf !I:.‘
miuch (o

careless inquiry

seml, the astonishment of his
friend Darty,

Altogether "I'he Cruet Srand”™ was o
sitccess, and would have o steady run of

thiree mights ot least, sa My Wopples sald,
Villiers, Vandeloup and Ilarty went out,
nid os none of them felt inclined to go
to vad, Villiers told them he knew Mr,
1" headare \\u;q.‘.-- ol ]|]||i;||.rc’ that they
shomld go behiind the seenes and see L,
This wos unanimonsly ecartiol, and after
h the doorkeeper, they
s to the myst
M the 1l
sheridan Waopples
while walting ',
o e [y .|||.. ”--

them to father's dros

st aliflen! Yo

btnined o SIS Peglons
Master
d hirenkdown
the foandly
vilunteersd o '.'Hlti"

and

NE e there  lTownd

PracTIcIng
the rest of

s <IN roam,

fon knocking at the door Mr, \\'u;n]-ln--"
voice bootmed ont "Come 5" o osuch an
unex pected manner that it made them all

Juing,

OF conrse, they ol expressed themselves
deliphted, and ax the entive Wopples fam
iy hind alrendy gone to their howel, Mr,
Wopples with his three guests went ot
of the theater and wended their
wards the same place,

They soon arrived ar the hotel, and
Bauving enteved, Mr. Wopples pushed open
the door of o room from whenes the sound
ol lllllullln'l' IIl‘\u'i'lwlrr’. god introdoced the
three strangers to his family,  The whole
ten, together with Mres, Wopples, were
proset, and were seated around a large
table plentifully !aden with cold beel and
pickles, salads apd other things too uu
merous to mention,  Mr, Wopplos present
ol them Hirst to his wile, o faded, washed
ot looking lady, with a perpetual simper
og ber face, and olad in a lavender mus
Hin gown witd I‘.‘Ihn!l..-i af the sime (e
soription, she looked wonderfully  lghs
and aliry.

“This,” said Mr, Wopples ln his deep
valee, holding his wife's hand as if he
were  afraid she would  flont apward
Tivough the o lling like o bubble, “this is
my Hutteree,”

Wihy he called her bis Hatterer no one
cvel Rnew, unless it was heciuse her pib-
bons were inesssantly fluttecing ;. but, had
e valled her his shadow, the name would

wWay 1o

have been more appropreiate.  Mrs, Wop
ples fluttered down 1o the grouwd in a
bow, and theu fuitered up agnin,

thin, cloar
IVl vou enjoy

she sald, in n
Volee, you are weleome,
Lhe performance 7

“Maodnme," retaorned Vandeloup
<inile, "nosd you axk that "

A shadowy smile Hoated over Mrs, Wap
e’ Inglistinet features, and then her ho
Pnd it rodieed the rest of the

“Crsntleten,””

u:lli H

farmily in

1 bineh

“Oentlemen,” be sad, waving his hand
to the expectant ten, who stood in a lin
ol bive male sud hive female, "the colébirat

vl “nir}']-*- l‘»‘lll:.}_\ Ll
The ten all
this ns 1f

stmultanvously bowed o

ey were worked by machiner

;11:{ 1‘.-|| PACEY ol snd .iu\. I

Loy sipyer,

Me, Pheodore Wopples taking the hoad of
the 1abl AL the Tamily seewed to il
mire bime immensely, and kept their eves
fastensd an Wis faee with affvctionnte e
muisl When it was nearly twelve o'eloch
Vandeloup rose 1o tuke his leave,

“Oh, vou're nuot golng vet.," sald Mr.
Wauopples, npow which all  the  family

echood, Y“"Surely, nor o,
pitable manner,

in a most lios

1 must,” sald  YVandeloup with o
smile, “Linow Madame will oxeuse me,”
with a bow 1o Mrs. Wopples, who there-
upon flutterad nervously; “but 1 have to
Le up very early o the mormng.”

“Iu that case,” sald Mr., Wopples, ris
ing, "1 will not detain you: early to bed
and early to rise, you kuow: not that [
Delieve in it mach myself, but T ander
stand it is praotioed with good results by
some peaple”

“Glood night, Messrs, Villievs and Jar
per,” said Vandeloup, geing out of the
door, 1 will see you to-morrow.”

“And we also, 1 bope,” suid Mr. Wop

ples, ungrammatically, “Come and see
“fhe Croet Btand' again. 'l put your
psme on the free liat."”
* M. Vandeloup thanked the actor warw-
ly for this kind offer, and took himself
off ; am he passed along the street e heand
a burs of laughter from the Wopples fam-
{ly, no doubt caused by sowme witticiem
of the head of the clan.

He walked slowly howe to the hotel,

kg deeply, Whon be aried o 90T PRISON I8 THEIR FATE

he saw # Heht =till burn
mg in the bar, amd, on koocking at the = s
ke, wns ndmitted hy Miss Coeshiy, who !

had been mnking up

head was ndortes] with eurl

NIAAIITRIRE.N

|I.li| L

it whosio

I*U RELILY FOR MOYEK ET AL, IN

THE SUMHEME COLET

(lastice Harlun Rendors Majority Opinlow

My owndd this domsel, whien she =aw
him, “you are a niv wing man coming |
bome ot this hour  taeloe o'clock.  Nes,"
nnd, us a proof of Lior ascertion, <be pointe

. o to the clack
“Were you walting up for me, dear?”

| asked Vandeloup, audaoiously
“\.OJ‘.' IIH rrlorivel Miss ‘l'\&i-\!r\ fous
tng her eurl TR “T'owe heon atte fl!’i?lb‘
to par's busipess,”
CHIAITTLEIE XY

\Iltflllllu' .“Il]n»._

did noe s "'y
after the encounter with
head was very painfn

my e eusily guess
pleasant  night
Villiers, Har
with the blow she

el

had given her, and added to this <he was
cerinin she had killed him,

Though she hared the man who had
ruined  her life, and who had trisd w0
rob her, still she did ner eare shout e
coming his muardeross, and the thought
waw madness to fiv Nob that she waw
alraid of punishuwnt, for she had acied

unly In self-defeuse, und Villiers, not ﬂllt',l

was the nggresor,

Meanwhile she walted to henr i the
body had beon found, Tor i news (ravels
fact : and as evervone knew Villlers was
her husband, she was satisfied that when

the corpse was found she would be the
first to e told aboat il Bat the odas
ware on, and ne news came, so she asked

Archie to go into Ballnrat sod see if the
disvcovery had bwen marle.

D], e, Archie, in a con
soling tone, *'m thinkin® there's no word
nt all. Maybe ye only stopped his pranks
for o wee bit, and be's all right.”

“1 wuve him such o terrible blow,” she
wit i, Illnll.‘T‘Irn”’\. “niudd he [ell hke a stone

‘i(‘

over the embankment.”

“He (id not lenve go ths nogget!, any
ow, yve know," swid Archie, dreyly o Yso
het coulidn't have beon very far gone, bl
I'tl 2o to the towd trd see whi I oan

henr.”

There wis no nesd Tor this, however,
fur Just as Meln ol o Lh lur,
Vs -IlliI:I. vool ad i uacent, saunter
ed i, ot stogi il o wt the stght of
Mrs, Villiers sitting e i ehn Jovink
img =0 ill,

' \l\ dowr Madiau 1 in diskinn)
EiHE ove) U [ - whitl v Th matier
with yoni”

“Matter enough,” zrowled Melntosh,
with his Dand on the door haodie o "that

hushand o' hers has vrobbed her o - the
nugget,”

“You, and |
bt Wiy hier

“I'he mischiel you Jid,"” said Vandeslonp,
in surprise, tnking n seat, “then ne was
the liveliost dead man 1 over saw.”

“What do you mean?”" asked Madame,
leaning forward, with hoth hands geip
ping the arms of ler chalr; “is 0z I
alive ¥

Killwdl him."™ saud Madams

cletiehied  teetl,

“Of course die =" began Vandeloup
g bt bere e owas stopped by a
ery from Noling, for her mistress had
fallen back in o dend faiut.

Hastily waving the men o go away,
she applicd remedies and Madame soon
revived, M. Villiers felp intense dis
cust toward ber husbaud as she sat with

tightly clenchied hands aud dry cyes Hatens
ine to Vandelonp's reciia!

“Well" said Mr. Melntosh at length,
rubbing his s anty halr, “this child of Be
linl is flourishing like a green bay
by many walers; but we may cut it down
an' lay an axe at the root thereof”

“And how do you propose to chop him
down?® asked Vandelonp tippantly.

“Pac him In jail for running away wi'
the nugget,” retorted Mreo Mo Tniosh, vin-
dictively,

“A very soneible suggestion,”
ton, approvingls.

“Now that he

sivin] trae

has obtained what he

witnted, perhaps he'll leave aw alone : 1]

will do nothing.” sald Madame Midas,
“Do pothing ! eclioed Archie. in great
MWL ye Lot that friend o Beel
run with n hun'red
notling?”  IKeep

wrath.
bt

HWWAN thres
gold an’ do
\n'\l'l':”
tirst

T A fss

oinees ol
the nugget !

This wax the
ol ever dared
wishes, and slhie stared
Thiz 1ime, how

Arahite
Villlers'

i thin
Mis
mindavient nt

the unwonted spectacle,

o, Melntosh fdund an unexpeciod ally
Vandelaup, who nurged that  Villiers
sl ldd | [ e ntend,

“Ile 15 not only guitty of robbery, Mad-
e, skl the voung Pretchoman “but
wiso of dan attempt o marder voo, am
while he Is allowed (0 2o free rour lige

not safe,™”

Sollnn  alsoe contributed her mite of
wisdom i the form of 4 proverh

A miteh In time saves o intimat-
ne therely that Mro Villiors should be

locked vup and pever I8t oul ngain, in case
e tried the satie game on with the next
biz nugget found.

Mesuwiille there was nuother individual
in Ballurat who was much Interested in

Villiers, and this kind-beartidd gentleman |

Wi othier than Nlivers Villiers
wns aevustomed to come and =it o his
oflice every morning and talk to him about
things in genernl, and the Pactolus claim
in particelar,  On this morning, how-
ever, he did not arrive, and Rlivers was
much annoyed thereat. e determined

to give Villlers a piece of his mbind when |

he did see him, " He went about his busi

pess at " The Cormeor,” bought some shares,

solil othiers, and swindled as many people

ax e was able, then eame back to his

ofice and waited in all the afternoon for

his friend, who, however did not come,
{('l'o be continued.)

His Sale Object,
“Really,” exclulmed Mr. Chellus, *1
wonder If you realize what sort of an
objeet you make, dungling arouud sfrep
Miss Milyuns in that way.”
“Sure,” repliedd Mr. Getthare, “object
matrimony.'" —Philadelphia Fress,

When ; islgl:_p;mn i'l_;;un- thaun 70,
people say : “llis age Is against him."

ree |

| o Which Justlice MeKenna [is-
|

| seuis Uther Kullngs
Made

WARHINGTON,
court of the United Stategs
the habeas corpus cases of Moyer,
Haywood and Pettibone,
gentaties of the western federation of
miners, who are now held in prison
[in Idahoon the charge of complicity
in the muarder of Former Governor
Steunenberg adversely to the men.
Fhe opinion was by Justice Harlan,

The effect of the decision will be to
sontinue to hold tne men
ment for trial in Idaho.

\ Of the men involved Charles H.
| Moyer is president; W. D, Haywood,

— The ruprems

decided

f
|
:

1hoeontine-

[ecretary-treagurer, and Gieorge A,
IlI’M.lllumr'. a member of the western
{lederation of miners. They are now
lin prison in Canon county, ldaho,

lander & charge of murdering Former |

dovernor Steunenberg of that state,
‘Hllumgh 1t was not eharged that they
:w. re present when the crime was
{ *ommitted The cases came to this
|'..u'rl on an appeal from a deeison of
I.In- ldaho federal eourt

Trent writs ol

riefusing to
habeas eorpus

|

Wunt Facts Aboul Troaps

i WASIHINGTON, = The Fifty-ninth
[fongress has  begun its last
[t took the senate lifteen minutes to
ATrian prelimvinaries and the
wtise an hour.  The senate reccived
Roosevelt
for its
i oan execntive
decided the
amuningtions had been receryved bhefore
the biod y had
formally, to make no
imntil the president’s
| had receivied
fairly started,
senators Penrose of Pennsylvanin
and Foraker of Olio eame forward
with rosolutions of inguiry regarding
| the discharge of (he negro troops of

SUs<ion
L4
Piesident

roi a dopg Hist

[ appointiments coulirmation

anid seesjon of nines

Jen milnuates thint HE

been  organized
conlinnations
annunl message
heen and the

SUESion

[ the Twenty-lifth infantry. One was
faddressed to the president ang  the
| other to the secrelary of war \rier

[ the ripple of surprise had passed and
Vice President Fairbanks had sug-
{ gested that it was unusunl to trans-
[ act any business until the president’s
:fnw.-'l::y__n had  been

| resclutions went over with unanimous
j tongent. Senator Dupont, of Delas
pware, took the oath of office

recetved,

Aunhmated Throug in Galleries

The opening of she two  houses WHH
i witneseed by an  animated throng
which {illed the galleries to
| *qapacity. Hundreds went away dis-
{ appointed i not gawming admission
| to witness the session of cither sen.
ate or house,

| Not in years has a larger number
L of members-clect of the lower house
of congress presented themselves at
the speaker’s desk to take the oath of
I'eath has been onusually
active amoug the membership during
[ the elosing daya of the last scssion
and the beginning of the present, and
Chaplain Conden feelingly called the
Cattension of the pody to the work of

|

office,

| the grim reaper during the manths
sinee adjournment.
| Speaker Cannon appointed Repre-

the repre- |

MANY MEN NEEDED

WEAR COAST DEFENSES MUIST
STRENGTHEL¥FD

—_————— e

OF PRESIDENT

STAND

WILL URGE ON CONGRESS REMEDILAL
LEGUISLATION

Will Polnt Out Weaknesses and MNeoons
mend In His Message Reorgaule
satlon of the Const Ar-
tillery Service

WASHINGTON —One of the sub-
Jeets of which President Roosevelt
will treat In his meszage to congress
will be the deplorable condition of
our conet defenses, | eplorable, no&
fo muach through the lack of fortilicas
tions, gung or maechinery, although
much rema ng to be done on all
three, but especiully because of the
lack of men necessary to keep the
guns and machinery in order in time
of peace, to say nothing of manipula-
'ting then should war break oul
What the president will have 1o say

on this subject will be short but 1o
|the point and he will take a tirm
[#tand in favor of legislation ecaleu-

|lated to remedy existing conditinns,
[He  has  already;,  placed  himself
[kquarely on record, and  only six
monthe ago addressed a =peeial lecter

to the genate in which he  pointed

onut that the inecreasing importance
and wealth of exporte offered more
finducement  to  an enemy The
fact that we now have a navy does

" of eonst defenses :

pot in any wise diminish importancs

on the contrary it
emphagiges  their value, and the
necessity for their construction,”' ha
faid recently. *'I6 is an aceepted
naval maxim that a navy can be
‘used  to strategic advantage only
when acting on the offensive, and

| plans

the |

\

their |

it can lie free to operate only after
our coast defense is reasonably secuare
and so recognizel by the countrey ™’
The president takes the ground
that the security and proteetion of
our intercsts require the completion
of our coast defenses, and that the
of the national cousst defensa
board should reeeive the gencroud
tupport of congress,
on Train
Tex,—The exprosa
train No 4 of
wigch left
Fxpress

Fight
REDWATER,
ear attached to
Cotton Beit ronte,
city, was robbed and
senger W, A, Griscip hurled  from
the train after having been heaten
and badly wounded by the robbors,
Thee robbery i s believed
purred about a mile from this place

Ll
this
Mese

L=

'but was vot discovered until the
train reacned Eylan, the next stop
The express messenger, was  found
beside the track badly hurt and
showed indications of a deeperata
fight. The robbers eseaped,

gentative Jameg K. Mann, of Hlinois |

ae o member of the board of regents
Smithsonian institution, viee
Raobert 11 Hitt, of llliuois, de-
coased

lhe

of the

galleries of the house wers

|

lerowded at an  early hour. The|
gbi=enee of Howers from the desk of |
the memhbers was much commeunted

on, but the order of the =speaker pro.
hibiting the tower display was gene-
erally commended for its good sense.
A similar rule was made in the
sONUle Lwo Jears ago,

Alleged Murderer Cnught

FL. PASO, Tex.~-After a desperan
fight with otticers during which he
| was shot several times and wounded
several of his pursuers A, R, Sibley,
i the sheep buyer who is alleged to

have mordered and robibed B, M.
| Cawthorne and J. W. Ealston and
| another rancher on three suceesaive
[ days in Valverde county, was cap-
| tured in the mountains near Sander-
son and i now in jail believed to be
| mortally wounded,
|  The circumstances attending the
| murders are said to have Lieen almost
| identical, Sibley purchased large
| herds from Lis alleged vietims., 1Ir

each case the rancher delivered the
I stock at Del Rio, received a chech

which he promptly cased and lates

was found murdered aud robbed.

| started for

That the robbery was a sUCCEsR (=
evident, so far as a hasty inspection
of the ecar and its contents would
indieate, but the amount stolen s
not known

Supt. F. M. Edfiell, of Dallas, has
the and a spoecial
with oflicers has
Fexarkann A specinl
from Redwater

stane
train Joaded Leen
gtarted out of
hae alzo been

At Redwater the messenger had ats
un-unl anud the

sent

tended to his auties as
train proecceded, There
the schiedinle hetween that point and

18 No sten o

Fylau. At Eylan Conduector Blair,
who was in charge of the train, saw
that the door of the espress car has

cotering toupd 1
the messenges

Learing every

been forced and on
splatterad with blood,
migsing and the car
appearapce ol having
Trainmen were sent back on handoears
and Grissip was found, While heoas
badly wounded it is not belicved fug
hurts wil! prove fatal.

been  looted

Many Deed . of Violence

EL PASO, Tex.—lollowing & can
paign of extreme bitterness in whith
the alleged revolutionists of that
place played a prominent part, throee
murders have oceurred in Dej Hi
within the last three daye, the laiest
being that of . B Cawthrone, »
lleading sheep man in that section,
who was found dead in his buggy
'with & bullet through Lis leart.
Tutense feeling has existed along tha
‘border since the arrest of alleged
revolutionists began  and  many
murders and other deeds of violenen
are attributed to this. There s no
abatement of the feeling sroused by
the arrest of alleged revolutionists,

On the contrary, it is growing in
‘intensity amd bitterness.
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