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SPRING OLEANING,

Ax to Valunble Hints for Renovating
Old and Solled Artieles.

An efficient and economical house-
wife will alwanys welcome suggestions
in matters of cleanliness and renova-
tion. To begin with, the best cleanser
¢l hair brushes is spirits of ammonia
and warm water. Take a tablespoon-
ful of ammonia to a quart of waler,
tip the bristles up and down in the wa-
ter without wetting the bock of the
brush, and rinse in clean warm water,
then shake well and dry in the air, but
not in the sun. Soap and soda soften
the bristles and will turn an ivory-
backed brush yellow, so in the case of
the latter the following treatment is
recommended: Rub plenty of flour well
in, wrap up in paper, and leave all night,
give a good shaking und remove the
remaiging tflour by blowing the brush,
All brushes and combs should be kept
in the dressing case, or in o bug made
for the purpose, when not in use, so
a8 to keep them as much as possible
from the dust, Ivory that has become
jcllow from nge or usage may be
whitened by a good rubbing with fine
sandpaper or molst powdered pumice
slone,

Glass which has become Gull may
Le brought back to its original bright-
ness by washing with diluted hydro-
chlorie acid and afterward rubbing
with moist challk or whiting.

Marble may be cleansed with com-
mon dry salt, which requires no prepa-
ration, but may be rubbed directly in
the soiled surtace, leaving the marble
beautifully eclean. Alabuster may be
washed with soapsuds. It stained,
whitewush the stains, and let it remain
for several hours, then ciean it off, Take
the finest quality of ground pumice
stone and mix it with verjuice; let it
stand two hours; then take a sponge
and rub the alabaster with the mix-
ture. Wash it with a linen eloth and
fresh wuter, and dry it with clean linen
xags,

Ormolu articles and trimmings of
furniture should be washed with plain
soap and water and polished witheham-
ols leather. To clean brass aud copper
& mixture of oil and rotten stone ap-
plied with a piece of leather and then
2ubbed bright with ciean chawmois skin
will give a beautiful polish, Furniture
to be polished should be washed with
goap and water, little by little, and each
little quickly dried. Afterward the
cream should be applied. Here are two
good recipes: Boil quickly in a gallon
of water one pound of beeswax, four
ounces of soft soap and two ounces of
pearl ash, The second, which should
be made at least a day before it is used,
is compounded by melting togetherata
gentle beat eight parts of white wax,
two of resin and a half pint of turpen-
tine. I'our into a jar, shake it well,
and add six parts of rectitied oil of tur-
peutine,

A careful housekecper is frequently
troubled by the tannin stains in fine
china teacups, They may usually be
removed by rubbing them with a little
whiting on flannel. Salt will have the
suine effect, but it sometimes scratches
very fine ware.

To elean wall paper use bread abouta
day old. If the paper is only dusty,
flick and rub it with a soft yarn mop.
If it is marked with grease, hold a
piece of blotting paper over the spot
with a hot flutiron for a few moments,
—Atlanta Constitution.

A MIND READER.

His Honor Knew What His Private
Seoretnry Thought,

“Job,” said his honor, holding be-
neuth his nose a bunch of flowers which
had been left on his desk a few minutes
before by a eity hall bride, “did you
linow that I am a bit of a mind render 2"

“L did not know it,” answered the pri-
vate secretary, “but if you say go, of
course—"

“I will prove it to you,"” answered liis
honor, chuckling gleefully. *I will
tell you what was in your mind a few
mivutes ago, Job. You remember that
when | finished the marringe ceremony
the pretty bride stepped forward and
presented her cheek for me to kiss?

“Yes, I remember,” stammered the
priviate secretary, his cheeks flushing.

“And you remiember how 1 merely
shook her hiand and did not accept the
invitation?"

“I do,” answered the private secre-
tary, with a regretful sigh,

“Well,” continued his honor, “the
aoment T turned away from the girl
1 caught sight of your face and I'll bet
‘you a pound of the best fine cut that |
can tell you what were your thoughts
Ll that moment.”

The private secretary blushed, hung
his head, and mumbled something.

“Ha! ha!™ his honor chuckled, “you
don't want to hear your thoughts re-
peated, eh? Well, I am going to ve-
peat them, anyhow, At the moment ]
turned away from that pretty girl you
were thinking: *What a blanked fool

the old man is!' Come, now, 'sn't that

g0 ?"

The private secretary gaw it was use.
less to enter a denial, so0 he rled to his
«lesk, and so agitated was he that in
the next five minutes he missed the eus-
pidor three times in succession,—N, X
-Jourual,

LEGAL OLLA-PODRIDA.

Funny State of Affaira in ths Dise
triot of Columblia.

Whnt Is nn Offense on One Side of
Rock Creck Is Porfectly Legitl=
muate on the Other
Side.

[8peclal Washington Letter.)

The laws which are enforced in the
District of Columbin are peduliar, Many
of the old laws of Maryland, which were
made before this land was ceded to
the federal government, are still in
force. Thentherenare federallaws which
were enacted before the ereation of the
territorial formof government: lawsen-
neted by the territorial legislature,
and luws enacted by congress since the
present form of government was cre-
uted in 1372,

The ancient city of Georgetown was
an independent corporation until re-
cently, but it is now West Washington.
It is separated from the national eap-
ftal by Rock ereek, and the Inws there
nre in many instunces different from
the laws on the east side of Rock creek.

Many acts punishable as oifenses in
that section do not constitute offenses
under the laws governing the rest of the
distriet. Many of these old laws, though
they may never have been repealed, are
seldom enforeed, and then only when
many complaints are made about a
certain thing, and the old Jaw books are
overhauled. Now and then one of
these old law books is resurrected, and
for nwhile persons have to obey it, but
it soon becomes a dead letter agamn,
and the law is violated with impunity
for another score or more of years,
Fivery few years the question of observ-
ing the Sabbath is agitated. Some of
the old laws are found to mect the case.
It is a violution of one of the old George-
town corporation laws to sell on Sun-
day any article except medicines, fresh
fish, milk and other perishable goods
which eannot be kept over night with
sufety, but this low is seldoin enforced,
and then only when complaint is made,
or after a general order has been is-
sued notifying storekeepers to close
their places on Sunday. This law, like
many others, has been contested in
the courts and fonnd to be valid,

Then there is another lnw which pro-
hibits any manual labor on the Sab-

THIRTY-NINE S8TRIPES.

bath. This law, like the preceding one,
has been contested and beld to be still
in force, 1t provides:

*That more effectually to prevent ir-
regular practices so common on Sun-
day, every person working or com-
munding, or suffering their children or
gluves 10 work, except in eanses of neces-
gity, or otherwise profune the Sabbath
by gaming, hunting, fishing or other
nnluwiul pastimes, shall, on convietion,
forfeit a0 sum not exceeding five dol-
lars,”  T'be second section provides
that “if the offender be a minor and the
fine is not paid by himself, parent,
guardian or master, he shall be forth-
with committed to the penitentiary for
a time not exceeding five days, or if
he be a slove he shall be publiely
whipped, not exceeding 30 stripes.”

At the West Washington station-
house the police have an old law boclk,
printed in 1821, wiieh furnishes them
the text of the old laws covering cer-
tain offenses. There are but few of
these books in existence, so far as is
known, and when a case other than as-
sault and battery or disorderly con-
duct is mude the oflicer making the ar-
rest usually has 1o take this book to
court to ehow his ground for action,
The Imlit'v. doing duty west of Rock

creek have not oniy 1o be able-bodied |

wen, strong and plucky enough to
handle ruttians and smart enough to
capture thieves, but they have to be
versed in all the ancient laws of George-
townu, Most of them can stand for
hours and discuss the legal status of
their section,

Reported in the book is a law passed
August 4, 1705, which is intended to pre-
vent accidents arising from galloping
Lorses through streets, The act pro-
vides *“I'hat any person, within the jur-
fsdiction of this corporation, who shall
by galloping or otherwise force at an
Improper specd any horse, mare or
gelding through any of the streets,
lanes or alleys, shall, if a free man, for-
feit und pay for every such offense the
sumn of 15 shillings, current mouey, to
the use of this corporation, to be re-
covered either before any cne aldermen
or by indictment or confession in the

seven shillings and six pence, current
money, to be recovered as nforesaid.”

An aet of October 10, 1796, sets forth
that “the respectable inhabitants have
suffered great inconvenience from the
vast concourse of idle white and black
persons who fregqnently assemble and
engage in cock fights, at which times
they drink to excess, became riotous,
and prevent the quiet and repose of
good citizens,” The flrst section of the
act, and the second section, related to
slaves, who were ¥ubject to 39 stripes
on the bare back in a public place. The
firing of guns or other fircarms wans
wade punishable under an act of Octo-
Ler 24, 1801, The penalty prescribed
was five dollars, one-half of which
went to the informer, If the person
violating the law was a slave or in-
dentured servant the pennlty was ten
lashes, unless two dollars was paid by
his or her master or mistress.

An act to prevent goats from running
at large was passed in 1790, giving per-
sons power to kill all goats found run-
ning at large, and to sell the snme at the
market-house to the best advantage,
the person doing so to retnin one-half
the money received and the corporation
to receive the other half. September 4,
1804, an act was pussed to keep dogs out
of the market-house, where it appeared
they went to get ment and other vege-
tables from the stands. A tax of one
dollar was assessed on dealers whose
dogs were found within the walls of the
market, but country dogs were not
troubled, provided they were kept a re-
spectable distance from the stands, A
penalty of 20 was provided under act
of March, 1806, for the keeping of any
publiec gaming table, whether “A, I,
C'" "L, 8, D, *E, 0,” orother game. A
snbsequent net, entitled an “Ordinance
to restrain viee,” included “rooley
pooley,” or faro bank, faro tahle and
Lazard, and prescribed the sawme pen-
alty.

An act approved April 30, 1808, regu-
lated and fixed the size of loaves of
bread offered for sale. ‘I'he lonves were
10 be made in size uccording to the qual-
ity of the flour used and were to sell
at the same price per loaf. The va-
grancy act under which vagrants are
now prosecuted fixes the term of im-
prisonment at not more than 20 days.
The act nlso provides that if he fails to
pay the jailer's fees he shall, with con-
sent of the mayor, be sold at vendue to
serve and labor for any time not exceed-
ing four months, There are other ncts
ol the old corporation regulating cou-
merce and protecting the river and vari-
ous business Interests. The chimney
sweep is required, under penalty, to
faithfully perform his duties, and to his
advantage a penalty is prescribed for
plucing a stove-pipe through the ex-
terior wall of any frame building or
through the roof of any house, so that
stove pipes, under the law, are not per-
mitted to pass through the frame parti-
tions of summer kitchens.

“It would be almost impossible to en-
force many of these laws," said a police-
man, “yet when complaints are made,
and the law is found, there is nothing
¢else to do, and, until congress acts in
the matter, West Washington will re-
main under the old laws. We work
under too many laws,” continued the
oflicer., *Inside the city limits we have
one set of laws and in the county we
have an entirely different set. What is
an oflfense in one place is permitted in
another, Within the limits of West
Washington a man may strip off his
clothing and walk the streets in de-
fience of the oflicers because there is no
law to punish him, but if he does the
sume thing on the river shore and goes

n bath . ng before nine o’clock in the
evening he may be arrested for unluw-
ful bathing, On the eastern 'iﬁu ol
Rock ereek the same state ofil ulrs
exists.

“Persons ean do an act not in violation
of the law on one side of Boundary
strect, but if they repeat it on the other
side they soon find themsclves in the
hands of the law., Then, agnin, there
are some offenses punishable by a heavy
fine in one section, while the penalty in
auother section is not half so heavy.
Such a state of affairs makes it very
hard for a policeman to know whether
he is doing his duty properly or not."”

While all Georgetown policemen are
required to know something of law,
nnd intricate law at that, the policemen
in Washington study only the police
regulations, and very few of them seem
ta have brains enough to master even
that much literature, At any rate
they are a careless lot of peace guar-
dians, and knowingly wink at vice,

Just across the river from George-
town, on the Virginia shore of the 'oto-
mae, there are numerous gnmbling
houses nnd vile liquor saloons, the very
lowest of the low. The governor of Vir-
ginin elaims that he has no legal power
to control the lawless or to arrest the
vicious. The sheriff of the county does
not eall on the governor foraid, and the
governor says that he eannot invade the
county without the authority of the
sheriff. While the lawless can eap-
ture the sheriff they ean continue to
defy the law, SMITH D, FRY.

Excused,
Justice Magnifico—What is your ex-
cuse for not serving on the jury?
Juror—I1"m an expert witness myself;
and I know what fools all those testi-
fying would be!-—N. Y, Truth,

She Hud an Iden,

Ethel—What is BStimson in Wall

mayor's court; and if an apprentice, in- | street? A bear?

dentured servant or slave, the mistress
or muster of such apprentice, servant or
gluve shall forfeit aud poy the suw of

Muaunde—Why do you ask?
Ethel—1le hugs just like one.—~Town
Topics,

ON THE CONGO RIVER.

A Boautiful Country Rich in Nate
ural Rosources,

Europenn Emigration to Troplend
Afrien In Increasing from Dy to
Day=Deplorable Conditlon of the

Women of the Nntive Tribes,

[8Bpecinl London Letter.)

The newest “new world”™ is the vast
region watered by the Coongo river nud
its mumerous tributaries, It is over
GOO000 square miles In extent, and hoa
been discovered and mapped, and some
parts settled, annexed, nnd even par-
tinlly eivilize< within the past quarter
of a century., It is o strangely beau-
tiful new world of which Henry M.
Stanley wos  the Columbus, whose
wealth and fertility and scenery are
graodually  becoming better kunown,
Where

“IFar away through forests old

The Congo rolls o'er sunds of gold.”

Unlike some other greanl rivers of
the old world, the Congo empties into
the Atlantic ocean In a single stream,
seven miles wide and of enormous
depth, nnd although catarnets and rap-
ids interfere with its continuous nnv-
igation, there are between these imped-
fments, in the Congo and the Aruwimi,
its chiel tributury, over 4,000 miles of
navigable waters,

The Congo valley, that is the country
of the Upper and Lower Coengo, is a
wonderfully fertile lnnd. At present
the chief cemmercial products wre

“n handful of beans, 12 eups of rice and
six cups of Indian corn.” He tells us
that he was obliged to be very kind 1o
her at first to prevent her running nway,
but when she had censed to have nny
drend of cruelty, her devotion was un=
bounded. "“To her constant nttention
and enre,” he said. 1 owe the enjoy-
ment of good health and good foods—an
faor ns forest weeds can be foods—durs
ing months of what would, without her,
have been absolute starvatign.”

The first of the forest dwarfs that
wans mweasured waoas found to be exs
netly four feet in height. It is sup=
posed by scientists that the pigmics
represent the earliest type of African
humanity, and that through the cen-
turies they have remained unatfected
by the partinl eivilization that bos
come to their larger-imbed fellows of
other tribes. It hos been found thns
these dwarf races are not deficient in
mental ability, that s, as compured
with the other races of the Congo.

Among the 50,000,000 or 60,000,000 of
natives, divided into mnny different
nations, there is a wonderful diversily
of tongues, Notl a few of these races
use sounds made by “clicking™ or
“ehirping” the sounds we make with
the tongue agaivst the palate when
we call n dog or a horse.

To the hunter the valley of the Con-
go presents extraordinary attractions,
From its mouth to its source it isn a
grand hunting held where such mighty
pame as the rhinoceros, the hippopotas-
mus and those grent felines, the leop=
ard, lion, ete,, ean be found, and in the
Lower Congo the African elephant is at
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A CONGO LANDSCAPE~N'TOMRBO FALLS, MANYANGA.

palm oil, rubber, spices, gums for med-
icinal use, and ivory. Gumcopal, wild
coffee, enmwood powder and fruit in
great abundance are produced. These
yield a revenue of nbout $25,000,000 an-
nunlly. In whaut is termed the lake re-
gion of the Congo there are valuable
iron and copper mines and gold and
silver deposits,

The Upper Congo region, between
the Congo and the lakes, is suid to be a
fine fleld for colonization. The climate
is salubrious and temperate, the alti-
tude ranging from 2,000 to 6,000 feet
above the sea. The rich river valleys
andold lnke bottoms yield immense crops
of rice und grain and there, as well as
on the uplands, Is found some of the
most valuable timber in the world, the
logs making the most costly transporta-
tion profitable. -

Speaking of the Congo valley ns n New
World s only figuratively true, for
those luzy old pioneers, the Portuguese,
huve been settled at the mouth of the
great river, and many a grand family in
Portugal has been kept flourishing for
the past 200 years on the profits of the
Congo slnve trade. Thanks to the inter-
vention of the British, principally, this
iniquity is being broken up, the only
transgressors  nowadays being  the
Arubs, next to the “unspeakable Turk”
the most despicable member of the
human family. Wherever the Influence
of the believers in the false prophet ex-
tends the traveler expects to find that
the natives are treated with cruelty,
and that neither age nor sex is spared
when those demons are aroused. What
the Mohammedan is doing in Armenia
he has done in Equatorial nnd West Af-
riea, and occaslonally eities and culti-
vated regions are destroyed for miles by
the Arabs so as to capture slaves,

Among the many natives which peo-
ple the Congo region there may be
fsund as many varying typesas in Eu-
rope, aud some of them are as strange
in their appearavce as they are in their
manpers and customs,

A Tavorite facial adornment with the
Ba Yansi, Usindi and Mabingn Is the
curled barb of the beard which is
stiffened with gumm and grease so as to
give it the most clegant curve, Dr.
Laumaun, who was ove of the first trav-
elers to follow Stanley’s footsteps in the
Congo valley, had a pleasant experience
among the Usindi. They believed that
he was a reinbodiment of their last
king and had come back from the
moon! The Urundi, or Unsindi, elaim
that their former kings were lineal de-
scendants of the moon, and in this re-
spect exhibit an extraordinary paraliel
with the belief of the Incas of eru.

Ome of the strange races of the grent
forests of the mid-Congo basin is the
Iatwas, Defore the early traveler and
ploneer had become familine with the
Batwas he had heard them deseribed as
cannibals, though better acquaintance
proved this to be incorrect, The Batwa
uverages only four feet three inches in
height, but is well built, aective and
mueh stronger than his height would
lend one to expect. A dwarf womun
was bought by Dr. TV I, Parke, who
puid ber tormer owner, an Arab, for ber

home, though he has never been do-
mestieatad like his Asiatie brother, and
is hunted for his tushs only,

The condition of womnnkind among
the savages of the Congo and ndjoining
territory Is shocking in the extreme.
Generally she is clussed as a domestio
animal merely, and to murder his wife
is not considered a erime by a Mu-
kumbi. A chief of that tribe, :n conver=
sation with a wmissionary, cusually re-
marked: *I killed five of my wives dur-
ing the night A Mabunga sent his
wife to collect firewood, She sank up
to her shoulders in a marsh, and, her
serenms attructing his attention, he
threw her a stick with which to defend
herself against the hyenas and other
wild beusts, and left her till morning,
when no trace of the wretched woman
wias to be seen!

Writing from the court of King
Mtesa, Capt. Speke, the famous Eng-
Hsh traveler, said: *“No day has passed
without my witnessing the execution of
at least one, and sometimes two o
three, of the unhappy women who com-
pose the king's barem. A cord round
their wrists, they are dragged to the
slaughter, their eyes streaming with
tenrs, and venting thelr misery in heart-
rending cries of ‘Hai Minange! K'buk-
ka Hai n'yaviol® (Oh, my lord, my
king! Ob, my mother, my mother!)
Not a hand is lifted to suve them, al-
though here and there a remark upon
the beauty of some young vietim passes
current in alow voiceamong the crowd.”

Fr. Hautecoeur, a missionnsy, reports
ed that recently a child was born to one
of the slave women iu the village wherao
bis pission is located.  Regularly every
day, In defiance of any consideration
she mignt have claimed for her child's
sulie, the wretched woman was cruelly
beaten, so that she would spend the
greater part of ber time prowling
ranong the bushes round the village tor
fear of the ill-treatment which she
knew awalted her reappenrance, “OUne
day,"” he says, "l heard the baby was
dead, and 1 learned a little later from
the other natives that the poor littie
thing's death was entirely caused by
the brutulity of its own father, who
would beat his wife without uny re-
gurd for the child which she carried on
her back, according to the custom of
the country.”

Aud If this s the fate of African
women in their own homes under fa-
vorgble eircumstances the reader can
imagine that it must be unspeakably
worse when capture and exile are added
to their sufferings. T'be conqueror,
gencerally some Mohammedan monsier
in human form, profiting by the fre-
quent battles between rival tribes, se-
cures o hundred or more of the prison-
ers.| These miserable wretehes, bound
together, weighed down beneath heavy
burdens of ivory, or precious guis, are
driven for weeks and months ncross the
tesert to an unknown land, there to be
again sold into abject sluvery.

The conquest and anpexation of
western and equatorial Afrien by Eus
ropean nutions will be the dawn of duy
for the women ut least,

JAMES IRVING CRABBH,




