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A SOVEREIGN,

Bhe has =ervants at her bldldng, she has
gubijocts lenl and loynl,
She has vassals who nre eager to obey
her least command;
Bhe has garments fine ard dalnty as befit
a malden royal,
And she Is the desrest soverelgn you
may find In any land.

She {8 graclous, she I8 kindly, and her
courtiers chant her pralses,
Hut she Lears hersell dgerenely, with a
true patriclan air,
Louoks upon ber friends benignly, on her
vasenls calmly gaxes,
Never seems to hear us murmur that her

fiuce Is wondrous falr.

Tor the depths of Heaven's azure, with a
pure, entrancing beauty,
Cleam upon you softly from her graclous,
dark-fringed cyes;
She will preach to you no sermons, will
not prate to you of duty,
But she seems, some way, to draw you
ever nearcer to the skles,

Anr her subjects love her dearly, as If
pomething more than human,
Though she grants her favors rarely, and
ghoe gmiles on very few,;
Jur they know a matchless wisdom and
the subtle power of woman
Dwell within the mystie precincts of
those eyes of rarest blue,
And her sunjects love her dearly, as If
calm and brooding sweetness;
Though her wishes she proclalmeth with
a truly regal sr,
Yet her swuy 18 so benignant, and she
rules with such discreetness,
That we love the llghtest tresses of her
silken curling halr,

Naught she wists of sln or sorrow, and
her nature I8 the finest,
For she Koeps affectlon glowing, keeps
our hearts from growing cold;
«Of all sovervigns she I8 swectest, of all
maldens the divinest,
For she is our dainty daughter, who Is
barely three months old,
—Mabel C. Jones, in Babyhood.

A YUTUAL SURPRISE.

“Po you know the man who has just
Jeft me?" asked Prof. W of his wife,
who entered his study.

*“No, sir.”

“It was his excellency, the former
minister, Baron 1'—"

“Indeed! But how am I to know all

excellencies!” she exclaimed, shrug-
ging her shoulders. *“Almost every

dwelling in our street is occupied by an
ex-minister. Dut tell me, though, what
chair was his excellency seated upon 2"

“Seated on? Why, right here, on the
one next to which you are now stand-
ing. Why do you ask?"

“Well, well, just as 1 fearcd, and he
has sure enough seen all, the thread-
bare sofn, the worn chairs— Why will
you persist in receiving your callers in
this room. Is there no parlor?”

The good woman seemed put out.

“Always the same story, whenever 1
have a caller,” grumbled the professor,
“Pray, what is wrong with the furni-
ture?”

“*Wrong? Everything is wrong I tell
you," she retorted, hotly. Look at the
sofa, at the chuirs—"

The professor put on his glasses and
inspected the seats and frames of the
pieces indicated,

“1 think,"” he began in an earnest, de-
liberate way, as though dissatisfied with
something, *'1 really think the furniture
does show signs of wear,

“1t is old and unfit for use,” his wife
decided, “and a disgrace to the room,
and that is the very reason why you
should receive all eallers in the parlor.”

“Impossible,” he responded prufily.
“I would rather buy new furniture,”

“Buy furniture—?"

The words seemed to make the little
womannspeechless, Approaching hor tall
lord, she extended her hand to him,
looking up expectantly,

“All right,” she sald, “hand me the
money, I could not buy a set like this
for less than $100, You remember it
was part of my dowry. In those days,
some 20 years ngo, it cost a trifle lese,
beenuse everything was cheaper. The
covering of the sofa is heavy gros grain
gilk, nnd the frame walnut. Where, do
vou suppose, could I get such goods now
for 1009

“Nowhere, my dear, I am ready to
take an oath! And for that reason |
think it is perfectly superfluous to
keep your hand extended so long,” smil-
ingly retorted the professor. And he
meant it, Had his wife remained in the
sume attitude for days and extended
her hands forever, he would never have
given her anything besides the house-
hold money, because he was still more
economical than herself, which menns
a good deal, considering that she had
gone to the length of learning how to
make men's wearing apparel, to not be
obliged to have trifles like trousers and
0 forth made by tailors,

As a matter of fact a single glance ot
the professor sufficed to show how sue-
«essfully she had practiced economy in
his garments,

“Did you know,"” he asked after a lit-
tle, *what the minister wanted?'

“How should 12"

“He notifled me to be prepared for a
great distinetion.”

“What? perhaps an
title—2"

“Not improbable!™

“And we are upt toreceive callers and
congratulations)™

“Possibly!"

order or a

“Whom you would receive in this
room "'

“Certainly!"

“Not in the parlor?"

“Nol™

“Indeed! Well, then, now T insist on
having a new set of furniture,” the ex-
vited little woman exclaimed in her
most positive tone, whieh the professor
knew but too well, and which brooke
no guinsaying,

He began to fear nn assault upon his
pocketbook, for now his better half dis-
coveredsandditional need every moment,
She was linble to insist upon new wall
paper, new curtnins and new paintings.,
Almost every piece in the room hal
been part of her dowry and done sery-
ice for 20 years, and had consequently
been long ago fit for the attic.

But he was for once mistaken., Noth-
ing like that happened. His wife ut-
tered not a word. Only her eyes sud-
denly shot o lightning flush at the
sofa, whereupon she suddenly left the
room.

An hour Inter, after the professor had
left the house, she onece more stood be-
fore the sofn. Deftly she ripped open
a piece of the covering, and as soon as
she was able to take a look at the wrong
side, she assumed a challenging posi-
tion, saying to herself:

“Priumph! I knew it!l My husband
shall soon see what a practical and
cconomical wife he possesses,

“Jaconde, Euphrosine,” calling her
grown daughters, “listen to me, both of
yvou! You are aware that your father's
birthday is at hand., You have already
procured presents, and Lam getting the
newspaper case he coveted, but I should
dearly love to show him another atten-
tion. He hinted to-day that his study
needs a new set of furniture, But a
good serviceable set costs at least $100,
and money is scarce. While pondering
how @ manage, 1 had an idea. Come
closer. There! Look at the wrong side
of this gros grain covering. Does not
the stuff look almost as good as new?
Does not its green color glitter like gold
and its brown like bronze? Now, then,
listen to my plan. I am going to have
the covering of the sofa and the chairs
turned, the horse hair cleaned and
picked, and the frame repolished and
varnished. Say nothing to father. I
am now going to the upholsterer to
find out what he will charge."

And this the practical little woman
at once did.

The professor returned home in ill
humor., His wife's desire to have a new
set, and especially her positive tone,
gave him no rest, His mind's eye be-
held the new set as a birthday present,
followed by a big bill, which he would
heve to pay with good grace. [He
glanced angrily at the sofa, the root of
the present evil, and suddenly beheld
the loosened corner of the covering
which his wife had omitted to tack on
again. The prdéfessor looked hard at
both sides of the stulf.,

“The iower side,” he soliloquized, “is
almost like new, My wife has repeat-
edly told me that all goods can be
turned, even my official swallow-tail,
Why not this covering also? I'he wrong
side of the silk looks good, the color
is fresh—ha!" he exclaimed, suddenly
rising from his chair, “a genial idea!
My dear little wife shall learn that I
also understand how to be practical.
Yes, that's it. I am going to have the
covering turned and the horse hair
picked and cleaned, and then the set
will look like new. What is more, I will
have it done at once and lose no time,
All will be ready for my birthday., It
will be a surprise for my wife as a re-
turn for the beautiful newspaper case
which she is making for me, as 1 have
long ago noticed. The dear, good soul!
She would anyway give me no rest
until a new set were purchased, and
now she will have no cause to exile us
to the parlor when I receive compuny.
But now for a word with my wife.”

Pleased as he Lad been for a long
time the professor appeared in the bou-
doir of his wife,

“Gertrude, dear, T merely enme to tell
you that we should forbear of buying
new furniture. I am short of money
and could not even spare five dollavs,
1f you really think that the set in my
study is so very much worn I will henee-
forth receive my eallers in the parlor.”

“All right, husband,” she replied,
looking greatly relieved. *“I should
have undertaken nothing without your
permission in this matter,”

The professor failed to notice the
smile playing around his wife's lips.
He had expected opposition, and, be-
hold, all was plain sailing,

On the following Wednesday was the
professor’s birthday, Two days pre
vious, ns soon us he had left his house
for the college, the upholsterer and his
assistants made their appearance, The
professor's wife and her daughters
awaited them ready to help, The smart
little woman had shrewdly made her
arrangements for her husband to take
his meals on this and the following
day at the house of relatives. There-
fore, they could do the work undis-
turbed, and they did.

When the evening eame all was fin-
ished, and the womuan looked with
pride and satisfaction upon the resuit
of her genial idea, The furniture looked
like new and the cost was really not
worth while talking about, only ten
dollars, which the gratified
promptly paid,

It wus late in the evening when the
professor returned,

“To-mmorrow,” his wife suid to him,
“we will give your study a therough
cleaning. Do you oliject 1o my remov-

WOldL

ing some of the things into your bed-
room ?"

That waa exnctly what the gly pro-
fessor had specnlated upon and ardent-
ly desired.

“Yes," he suld, “Certainly. Remove
whatever you like. Why not beginwith
the sofa und chairs, which, as 1 now
perceive, you have already tied together
to facilitate their removal.”

“Mad we not better wait until to-
morrow after you leave the house,
dear? Dut if you desire it, we will do
it now," sald the unsuspecting woman.
She called the servant, and o few more
minutes found the whole set in the
professor’s bedroom. Mrs, We—- knew |
better than to suspect her husband of
curiosity to examine the bundled up
furniture,

At six o'clock the following morning
an upholsterer and his assistants ap-
peared in the professor’s bedroom,

“Very well," said the latter, who had
been expeeting them. I am glad that
you are punctual. Ias any one seen
you come in?"

“No, sir,"

“All right., There is the furniture,
You know what I want yon to do.
Dut remember, everything has to be
finished to-day, and the pieces re-
turned here this evening. On this con-
dition only 1 ngree to pay you the $15
you ask. Now earry them awany and be
careful to make no noise, My wife
must know nothing about ijt. It is
true, her bedroom is in the opposite
wing, but her ears are as sharp as a
dog's."”

An hour later the upholsterer again
appeared before the professor,

“Sir,” said he, “what am 1 to do with
that furniture? The sct is in the best
possible condition and looks as good as
new. Why turn the covering, which I
think is ultogether unnecessary ¥

“What are you saying? The cover-
ing fresh and new, and dirty only
underneath? You plainly don't know
what yoa are talking about, 1 think
I ought to know better. You just do
as 1 told veu."”

“But, professor—"

“Do as 1 ordered! Turn the cover-
ing, clean the horsehair, and so forth.”

“Well, L don’t eare if you insist.”

“And do not forget, to-night before
ten o'clock!™ the professor called after
him.

Sure euough, at the appointed hour
the upholsterer came with the furni-
ture, which he had turned according to
his employer's wishes. Now it looked
exactly as it bad two days previous;
the worn and dirty side of the cover-
ing was uppermost,

“Well, Master Know-all, have you
obeyed my instructions?”

“Yes, sir, exactly as you ordered, If
I would not fear making a noise 1
would undo the lot and let you take a
look at them."

“Never mind, it is all right.
are your $15. Iam fully satisfied,

“How surprised my wife will be to-
morrow when she unties and replaces
the furniture,” the professor solilo-
quized, pleased like a child over the
expected result of his practical idea.

Never before had he looked so be-
nign, knowing and self-satistied, as on
the morning of the day that was to
bring the denouement, when he ap-
peared at the breakfast table. With
bheaming countenance he received the
presents  and  congratulations, uand
when asked by his wife why he had
yvesterday locked the door of his bed-
room and taken the key with him, he
looked astonished, und replied like the
thorough pharisee that he was:

“Did I really do that? Well, 1 do
declare! 1 have never been so absent-
minded before., Then I suppose those
old pieces of furniture are still in my
bedroom. [ never noticed them this
morning!"

*Thatis nothing,” responded his wife,
“T will at onee order them moved baek
to your study.”

“Do go, my dear,” exelaimed the pro-
fessor, an odd, sareastic kind of n smile
flitting across his face, “and should you
perchance meet with o surprise, take it
cool, like the brave little woman you
are."

It is no wonder that a remark like this
filledd the heart of the good lady with
joyful anticipution., She almost flew on
the wings of expectation to the study,
but soon she returned. At the thresh-
hold she remained immovable, Her face
was pale as death, her eyes dilated, her
expression betokened surprise, und in-
decision—almost fear,

“1 feel so queer,” she finally admitted,
as if talking to herself, “have I lost my
senses? or do my eyes deceive me?
Jaconde, Euphrosine, come with me!"

The professor laughed heartily. e
could searcely await their return. When
they ot last appeared, his daughters,
with an almost idiotie expression on
their fuces, his wife's thoughtful and
restless  looks fixed upon him, he
thought he would burst from laughing,
Suddenly his wife, forgetful of good
manners and their children's presence,
ran up to him, exclaiming:

“Are you erazy? Why do you earry
on like a fool? What has happened in
this house? Only day before yesterday
I ordered the coverings of the set in
your study turned, and the furniture
polished and varnished, for which |
spent ten dollars, and now—what g
has been playing tricks on me? 1 ree
the same dirty, old and worn silk on
top as before! IHow is sucha thing pos-
sible? 1t is enough to lose one's senses,
and you persist i roaring at my per-
dicoment?"”

Here

But the professor had Dow stopped
laughing. And ns for the expression of
his face, iV differed not an iota from
those of his two doaughters,

“Wife,” he said, mildly. *“1 do not
comprehend ot all. What are you talk-
ing about, having the covering of thut
set turned? Know then, that not you,
but I had this done yesterday., 1 in-
tended it nx n surprise for you."

“*What? You did, yesterday 7"

“Yes, my dear, yesterday! And all
was finished by evening., Now you will
understand why 1 took the key of my
bedroom door with me, DHut come, cons
fess! was 1 not practieal 7"  And again
the professor began to indulge in laugh-
ter,

Dut his wife did not feel like joine
ing in his hilarity.

“HMusband,” she sobbed, with trem-
bling voice, “supposing I were to tell
yvou that day before yesterday, 1 and
the two girls, together with a couple
of upholsterers, have had that frniture
repuired right here on this spot 2"

“And supposing 1 were to tell you,”
he interrupted her angrily, “that 1 have
had the furniture repaired yesterdaoy,
do you hear? yvesterday!"

“Yesterday ? really, do you menn yes-
terdoy? Heavens! what have you
done?"”

The poor worann dropped fuintly into
w chair,

“Unfortunate man, what have you
done ™

“Done?
turned, the

“Yes, you had the good side of the
covering turned inside, after 1 had it
turned the other way the day before,
you foul!™

“Weh—a—tl"

The professor scemed to understand
nt last, for he shot out of the room and
made for his study., When he reap-
peared after a considernble delay, he de-
clured that it was all true enough and
the furniture looked as bad as ever,

“Just think of it, dearest,” he re-
marked, half jokingly, half in anger,
“and the upholsterer had even warned
me that the goods looked like new, and
peeded no repairing!™

Nut the joke fell flat.
not so ensily gqnieted,

“And pray, how much did you pay to
that conf—, I mean to that upholsterer

of vours?
Why, $15!"

“How much?
“Fifteen dollars!™ the now thorough-
“Fifteen

Iy roused woman repeated,
She tore her handicerchief in

Why, I had the covering

His wife wus

dollars!
shreds.

“1 tell you what it is," she added in
her most positive tone and manner,
“Now, 1 absolutely msist on a new set
of furniture, and what is still more, one
for $150, because for less than that I
cannot duplicate a set gimilar to ours,”

The poor, vanquished professor felt
cheap. He snid nothing. But when
some days later he found a new set in
his study, and also a bill for $150, he
swore to have no more surprises; but
he paid the bill—From the German, in
N. Y. Sun.

BENCH AND BAR.
Entertalning Anecdotes of Members of
the Logal Profession.

The late Judge Rosecrans, of Sarato-
o county, N. Y., possessed a most bril
Lant intelleet, and could, if he chose, so
charge 2 jury as to almost certainly de-
feat a litigant that he desired, without
griving the mosi astute lnwyerany good
pround to take exeeptions to the charge,

A furmer residing in his county at
one time had, growing outside of his
dooryard fence and really in the ground
belonging to the roud or highway, o
gleantic chestnut tree. Yor years the
farmer had honestly supposed that the
nuts that grew on this tree belonged by
luwful right to him, and he had gath-
ered them accordingly. One day two
stalwart butehers, out on a ealf-buying
expedition, eame along and began to
collect the nuts that hung plentifully in
their burrs on the tree, Naoturally the
farmer objected to this and went out
and forbade them, Words followed and
an altercation ensued, in which the
furmer, although a smaller man than
ecither of his antagonists, gave them
both a terrible drubbing,

They, knowing him to be amply able
to respond in damnges, brought suit
for damages for assault and battery,
The case came on to be tried before
Judge Rosecrans, and he, thinking that
the farmer ought not to be punished,
procecded to charge the jury somew hat
in the foliowing manner: “Gentlemen
of the jury, I charge you as a matter of
law thau this defendant was not the
owner of the nuts growing on this tree,
wndd hivl no more right to them than the
plaintils had; and, therefore, they are
entitled to damages for the assault
wade by him upon them. The only re-
maining question, then, is one of dam-
ages, This is entirely for you to deter-
mine, The evidence shows that at the
time he began the assault the plaintifis
had gathered nbout a hatful of chest-
nuts with the burrs, Now I further
charge you that in estimating the
amount of damages to which you may
think the plaintiffs entitled, you hava
no right to ket off against the spme the
value of chestnuts so gathered, cven
i! you think the damages shall amount
to s0 much as the value you may put
upon the chestnnts"

The jury brought in averdiet of dam-
ages for plaintiifs in the sum of six
cents—The Green Bag.

A dream of the moon signifies a
sudden aud entirely unexpected plens
ure,

CONGRESSIONAL,

Condenssd Report of the Past Week's Pro.
cenndings,

Tne post oMee appropriation bill was cone
sldered in the senste on the 318t but wiad nots
completed A sharp debate on mall subsidies
occurrad, Mr. Vias opposing an extension of
the subsidy system and Messrs. Perkins and
White (Cal) upholding (t. Mr. George after-
wards spoke o opposition to Mr. Dupont's
elalm to n sent, ... The house spont the day cons
sldering the sundry elvil approprintion bill o
dotermined offort being made by some of the
southern represontatives to strike from the
bill the appropristion for the pay of internal
revenue informers, which s obnoxlons Lo peo-
plo in the “"moonshine’” districts, but It was
not suecossful,

THE sennte on the 18t completed the post of«
fice approprintion bill with the oxception of
the ocean mall subsldy ftem which eaused an
animated discusslion. Mr. Goorge spokie on the
Dupont vlection onse and Mr. Peffér gave no-
tice that he would move to take up his rosolu-
tlon for an Ingquiry Into the recent bond lssne
on the morrow, Mr, Butler (N, %) Introduced o
bl requiring the necoptance of eurrent logal
tender funds in payment of notes, bonds or
private obligations, Mr. Call (I'la) introduced
o rosolution to immedintely use s United
States naval fores to protect Americeans In
Cubn from strocities and for humane roasons
In genornl, The resolution went over.... The
house practicnlly completed the consldoration
of the sundry eivil bill, Mr. Blue (rep), of
Kansas, made some Indirect ehnrges agninst
the board of managers of the soldiers’ home
and Mr, Steole, of Indiann. raplied to them

Tax sennte on the 20 considered the post
ofMee approprintion bilL and the propriety of
nhollshing eountry post oMees and absorbing
them nas branches of city ofMces was warmly
debated. Mr. George closed his three days’
gpecch on the Dupont elootion onse, Mr. Pot-
tigrew reported the Indinn approprintion biil
and gave notlee that be would eall it up on the
¥th, Mr. Lodge iIntroduced s bill to charge
monthly publieations the same rate of postage
us woekly publications, and Mr, Sherman in-
troduced one providing for the use of & uniform
flng by the nrmy and navy after the year 19D,
oo The sundey olvil appropristion blll was
passed in the house after o warm dobate of
four hours over an approprintion of #316000 for
the Howard university, a colored institution of
Washington, the contention belng that It was
an appropriation for sectarlan purposes. The
house voted, 129 to 160, to rotain the approprin-
tion.

THue sennte wis not {n sesslon on tho 84....
In tho house Mre, Hitey, chalrman of the forolgn
affalrs committes, presented the conference
report on the Cuban resolutions, and in the
course of his apesch sald that he did not think
President Cleveland would “be so reoreant to
his duty as to disregard the exprossed wish of
congross” as to recognizing the belligerency
of the insurgents. Mr Patterson argued that
if the United States would interfere to pre=
vont Spain from acquiring new territory In
this homisphers we should provent her from
retiining territory by subjugation The debate
was not coneluded. Many private pension bills
wore passed at the night sesslon.

INSPECTION OF IMMIGRANTS.

Astounding Facta Brought Out In the
House Discussion on the Measure.

WasniNaToN, April 3.—Representa-
tive Danford,of Ohio, yesterday report-
ed to the house from the immigration
committee the Stone bill providing for
the inspection of immigrants by United
States consuls, The object of the
measure, says the report, is to enforce
existing laws and such laws as may
hereafter be passed by congress re-
strieting immigration. Statistics show,
says the report, that with a foreign
population of 14.77 per cent.,, more
than half of our white penitentinry
conviets and more than half of the
white inmates of our poor houses are
foreigners, and prove that of the immi-
grants coming here during the past
few years too many of them are de-
ficlent in morals and are incapable,
physically, of self-support. The bill
does not add to the excluded list of im
migrants.

OUTLOOK FOR TOBACCO.

It Ia Predicted That the Cuban War WIilI
Advance the Frioe.

BAavLTIMORE, Md., April 3.-—Mr.
Charles Dittman, of the wholesale to-
bacco firm of Dittman & Voneiff, of
this city, has returned from a trip to
Havana and does not take a rosy view
of the situation in Cuba. He said yes-
terday the outlook for the tobacco in-
terest is most discouraging. Though
manufacturers in this country could
miss o whole crop without great draw-
bucks, Mr. Dittmar says the effect of
the war will presently be felt in a ma-
terial advance in price. The stock
lying here at present is suflicient to
check any sudden increase and it has
been supplemented by the addition of
inferior grades during speculation. In
the open market Havana prices have
advanced about 20 per cent. in the past
six months,

Conld Not Violate His Oath,

LouvisviLLe, Ky., April 2.—Because
he counld not choose between the A, P,
A. and his Catholle sweetheart, John
Schweitzer, of this ecity, committed
suicide by shooting. Schweitzer was
engaged to be married to Miss Lulie
Scherzinger, but bad often told her
that he was an A, P. A. and was pre-
vented by his oath from marrying a
Catholic. He asked Miss Scherzinger
to abandon her religion. This she de-
clined to do, but said she would marry
him, even though he were a bigot.

Immigration on the Inorsasa.

WasuingToN, April 2.—The immigra-
tion officials are somewhat disturbed
at the present enormous increase in
immigration. During February the
number of arrivals at New York ag-
gregated 11,522, an increase of about
65 per cent. over the arrivals during
February, 1805, The class now coming
to this country is said to be altogether
undesirable, even while entitled to ad-
mission under a strict construction of
the immigration laws.

Ives Wins Agnin.

New York, April 8,—The fourth
game of the international billiurd
tournament, at 18-inch balk line, was
played last night in the Madison
Square Garden Concert hall. The con-
testants were Frank C, Ives and Albert
Gurnier. Ives won the game. Iis
average was S0and his highest run 164




