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A SILVER LEAGUE.

The Three Bimatallie Organizationa
to Bo United.

GOJPERS DECLARES FOR PEACE,

Thoe Great Labor Leader Says the Workers
Are Opposed to War—Troubls Hrows
Ing Among the Englnecrs of
the Flant Sysiem.

Cnioaao, Dec. 30 —For some time
past negotiations have been pending
for o complete consolidation of the
Ameriean Bimeoetallie league, National
Bimetallic union and the National
Silver committee, the three prineipal
silver orgnnizations in the United
States, ropresenting all sections of the
country. These negotiations have cul-
minated In an agreement by the repre-
sentoatives of the respective organiza-
tions by which eonsolidation has been
sabstantinlly perfeeted. Nothing
now remains to be done but a
ratification by the executive com-
mibttee of these organizations,
ench neting separately, which will
specdily follow,  The consolidated as-
socintion will be known ns the Ameri-
<can Bimetallic union.  Its principal of-
dlce and genernl headguarters will be
in Chieago at 1M Monroe street, in the
ofllces occupled by the National i
melnllic union, with branch offices in
Washington, San Francisco and per-
baps in other cities, both north and
south, It is the purpose of the organi-
zation to press the campuign of educa-
tion on behalf of bimetallism with the
utmost vigor in all parts of the coun-
try. A conference of prominent silver
men will be hald in Washington on
Junuary 22, when a plan of action will
be outlined, which, it is <nid, will have
an important bearing on politieal
events next year,

GOMPIERE DECLARES FOR PEACE

New Yong, Dee, 30.—Before leaving
for Indianapolis, the headguarters of
the American Federation of Labor,
Samuel Gompers made o farewell
speech to the Central Labor union
yesterday  in whiech  he denounced
a policy looking to war between the
United States and England, He
suid:  “Those who are stirring up
this war scare are covering them-
selves with o mask of patriotism
behind which is hidden nothing but
bluster and pomposity. Around, be-
fow und beneath this so-called patriot-
dsm is a scheme to enlarge the army
mand navy. The true patriot is not
Tooking for war. lle wanls pence,
“The workers of our country have no
«uarrel with the workers of other
countries, They will not be swayed
by political sechemers, In the ranks of
4 he sensible, cool-hended workers and
drue American citizens you will find
this so-called war seare has hud no
effect. Labor is never for war, it is
always for peace. It is on the side of
Justice and humanity.”

ENGINEERS MAY STRIKE,

BAVANNAN, Gao., Dec. 30.—Chief
Arvthar, of the Brotherhood of Loco-
anotive esNgineers, had further inter-
wviews yesterday with the committee
wepresenting the engineers of the Plant
system. General Superintendent Dun-
MLam has referred the matter of con-
tracts to President H. B. Plant. No

advices have vet  been  received
rom him. It is expected Mr
Flant  will  either wire instrue-

tions to-day or ecome in person. It
is the impression that President Plant
will indorse the position his several
superintendents have taken in opposi-
dion to written contracts. The engi-
aiecrs and firemen are said to be stand-
ing together and will act in unison.
If thero is a strike it will be made gen-
oral, covering the system from Charles-
don, 8, C,, to Tampa, Fla., and as far
avest ns Montgomery, Ala.
TWO 8I1G ROBBERIES.
Whamond Thieves Get Abhout 875,000 from
Two New York Reatdenoes,

Nuw Yong, Dec. 30.—In addition to
dhe robbery of 805,000 worth of dia-
anonds and jewelry from the Madison
square mansion of L Townsend Burden
¥Friday night, it now transpires that
another robbery, similar in its mode
of execulion, was committed the
sume evening in the house of Mps.
Franeis N, DBarnes, at 230 Central
Park, West, at about the same hour at
svhich the Burden house was robbed.
The loss in the case of Mrs. Barnes,
however, was considerably less than
that of the Burden's, aggregating not
anorve than $10,000.

A STRICKEN TOWN,

@iariford, Wan, Visl ed for the Third
Thmw With Dissster,

Exmronia, Kan,, Dee. 80, —The three
Qargest business buildings in Hartford,
20 miles south of here, were destroyed
by fire ut daybreak yesterday morninge
Moss about 810,000 or §10,000, Last
spring Hartford was visited by a ey-
wlune which destroyed o large part of
#he residence portion of the eity and
killed and wonnded s number of people,
and only a couple of years previous to
that disaster tire destroved nearly the
wutire business part of the place, in-

The Jones Yumily Not Drowned.

SLDORADO  Semisas, Moo, Dee. 30—
“The Jongs family of six, which were
ﬂ-pnrlcas being drowned in the Sae
wiver, have been found. The report
avies received here that llltsy were found
@in a perilous position on a large drifi
mear the center of the stream and res-
cued by a party in a boat.

BIG ZINC MINE DEAL.

All the Smelters in the Country FExcept
Four Suld to Have Conaolidated,

St. Lovis, Dee 30.—The biggest deal
in the history of zine mining In Mis-
souri will be closed by January 1. It
will unite all the zine smelters of the
country except four under one manage-
ment practieally, and the result will
be, the promoters claim, better prices
for zine in all branches and a general
revival of the industry, The money

involved is about $2,000,000, which
is to be furnished by New York
and Connecticut eapitalists. The
deal wns engineered by I3

F. Hobart, president of the Kansas &
Texas Coal Co., which controls a big
zine smelter at Pittsburg, Kan. The
new eompany will control all the zine
smelters in what Is known as the
sonthwest Missouri district, embrac-
ing the zine producing territory of
Missourl and Kansas. Two smelters
in Indiana will eome in also.

THE BOND BILL PASSED.

The House Takes n Vote on the Measure by
Keotiona,

Wasmivaron, Dee. 30.—When the
house convened Saturdny three hours
remained for debate on the bond bill.
The vote, by the terms of the rule un-
der which the house was operating,
wns to be taken at three o'clock. ‘The
attendance was large. At three p. m.
voting began. By the time the roll
enll in the first section was hall
through it was thought that not
enough republicans wounld vote against
the first section for bonds to defeat it

The flest roll eall resulted: Yeas,
159; nays, 122, Probably 44 republie-
ans voled against the bill. On an-
other roll eall the first section of the
bond bill passed by a vote of 160 to 136

The second section of the bond bill
passed withont division,

INTERESTING TO PENSIONERS.

A Unlited States Court Suys That s Penslon
Chock Is Not Attachable.

Panrgensnunra, W, Va., Dec. 30, —Judge
John Jackson, of the United States
cirenit court, yesterday released Hen-
jamin ¥, Morgan, & United States pen:
sioner. Morgan had given his pension
certificates as security for a store ace
count. When the pension check eame
he refused to pay the bill and was ar:
rested for obtaining money under false
protenses. The court held that no
pensien money could be attached, lev-
ied on or in any way made subject to
debt, and ordered that Morgan be re-
leased at once.

TIRED OF CIVILIZATION,

Town Indians Have Lenscd 15,000 acres of
Land in the Kaw Heservatlon.

Goranrie, Ok., Dec. 20.—The Iowa
Indians have jnat closed a lease with
the Kaw tribe for 15,000 ancres of land
in the reservation of the latter tribe,
The ITowas will erect o village there
and live off the rental of their allotted
lands east of here, which they are
leasing to white farmers. They say
they are tired of living apart on their
allotments, seattered among the whites,
who will not associate with them.

A Gathering of Negroes.

Kaxsas Ciry, Mo., Dec. 30.—Negro
literary lights from the surrounding
tecritory including St. Joseph, Mo,
"T'opeka, Leavenworth, Lawrence,
Atchison, Fort Scott and Wichita,
Kan., and  Macon City, Mo.,
will gather in Kansas City, Kan.,
Thursday and Wednesday to at-
tend the fifth annual meeting of the
Interstute Literary associntion, which
will be Leld atthe 8t. James Methodist
church., The association is composed
of many of the most intellectual
negroes of this section,

An Old Enginesr Retiros

Kaxsas Ciry, Mo, Dee. 30.—After
having spent 83 years In constant serv-
ice as a locomotive engineer, Henry C.
Weston gave up his engine on the
Meriphis rallway last week and re-
tired from the business. Mr. Weston
is 53 year. old and is known among
railrond men as “Dad” Weston. He
was the oldest railroad engineer run-
ning out of Kansas City, and the
greater part of his work on the road
was as engineer of passenger train
locomotives.

Northeast Missour! Tesohers.

Mexico, Mo., Dee. 30,—The North-
west  Missouri Teachers' association
adjourned after electing the following
officers: P'resident, 1. J. Hall, of Mont-
gpomery City; secretary, Arthor Burton,
of Centralin; treasurer, J. F. Bporn-
horst, of Laddonia. The assocliation
passed a resolution condemning the
proposed constitutional amendment
making the legal age for admission to
public schools flve years instead of
ecight. The next meeting will be at
Centralia, Mo.

Kansas Ploneer 1

Leavexworth, Kan.,I'.  lk=Hiram
Hamblin, & Kansas ploneer. died here
yesterday of diseases Inecident to old
age. He was 82 years old and a native
of Vermont. Mr, Hamblin wasn strong
anti-slavery man, and took a leading
part in the border ruflian struggles
bere during the 560s. He was a con-
tractor and put up many large build-
ings in western cities.

Free Dellvery to Me Extended,

Wasmixnaron, Dee. 30.—A number of
post offices throughout the country
will be allowed free delivery service
next month, There are now 612 free
delivery offices nnd about 00 more are
entitled, under the regulations, to be
added to the list. The post office de-
purtment is making a general investi-
gation, bat in many the sentiment is
udverse w free delivery.

THEATER PANIC.

Awlul Scenes in a Baltimore Play
House.

Reanit of a Falaa Alarm of Fire -Twenty-
four Persons Croshed to Death and
Many Othors Injored—Bualld-

Ing Packed Full.

Bavrivmonre, Md., Dec. 28 —In a sense-
less panie eaused by n defective gos
burner and a foolish ery of fire, at the
old I'ront Street theater, last night,
24 people were killed, two fatally in-
jured and ten more geriously hurt. Up
to one o'clock this morning, but four
of the dead had been identified.
Almostall the vietims are of Polish na-
tivity and Hebraie extraction, and
many of the injured were taken to
their homes by friends, rendering it
almost impossible to get a complete
list at this time,

The theater, which is probably the
oldest in the city, was filled from pit
to dome with people who had assem-
bled to listen to Hebrew opera, which
has been given in the old house twice
o week for the past month. The ticket
office receipts show that over 2,700
tickets had been sold when, at eight
o'cloek, the sale of seats was stopped
because there were no more left. Gen-
eral ndmission tickets were sold, how-
ever, after this, and it was supposed
that there were at least 3,000 peopls
within the walls when the curtain
went up on the first act. As the cu-
pacity of the house is less than 2,500,
the density of the erowd may be imag-
fned.

Ten minutes after the curtain rose,
one of the attendants went up to the
second tier to light a gas jet which ap-
peared to been extinguished. As he
turned the cock and applied a mateh it
was seen that there was no tip to the
burner. The jet was well down to-
ward the stage on the left side of the
house, in plain view of the greater
part of the audience, but as the glare
from it showed against the wall, some
one in the gallery shouted, "Fire! Firel
Fire!”

In an instant there was a mad
scramble for the door, in which the
whole nudience took part. The van-
guard of the terror-stricken multitude
reached the entrance on IFront street,
pushed on by the howling, shrieking
mob behind them. There those in the
foremost rank were compelled to turn
to the right and to the left to reach
the double entrance way, built in the
form of a storm door. Passing through
these doors, they reached a flicht of
steps, leading from each door, down-
ward to a landing, from whence a
broad stairway of moderate height
would have carried them into the
street and to safety.™ The steps lead-
ing from the doorways are but about
five feet high, but the landing at their
base is narrow. Down these the
frightened people hustled themselves
in the frightfal struggle to reanch the
open air, and to escape the certain
death they thought was behind them.

As the crowds from the two doors,
one on the right, and the other on the
left, reached the landing. they met,
There was a brief struggle, and then
some one lost his or her footing and
fell. Ina moment the erowd. pushed
with irresistible force from the rear,
crowded upon the prostrate form, and
began, in turn, to stumble, reel, and
presently to fall prone upon the floor
nnder the myriads of feet coming like
o herd of frightened buffalo from be-
hind.

In Jess time than it takes to tell it,
the landing was packed 20 or 30 deep
with the pani¢-stricken multitude, and
the hundreds behind them were strug-
gling over them to reach the street,

The tumult attracted an immense
erowd from the outside, many of
whom tried to gain entrance to the
thenter, thus adding to the confusion.
A dozen policemen, also attracted by
the shrieks of the frightened crowd,
hurried to the scene, and, using their
clubs on those on the outside, pushed
through the door and to the writhing
mass on the landing. When the mass
on the landing had been cleared, the
frightened mob on the inside were
quieted down sufliciently to enable the
police to clear the theater. Then it
was found that there had been no dan-
ger and that not a soul would have

been injured had the audience but re-
muined seated.

AN EXPLOSION.

Four Tons of Giant Powder Igalted Near
Romeo, 1L

Cnicaco, Dec. U8 —~What was be-
lieved to be another earthquake shook
Chicagoat fouro'clock yesterday morn-
ing and made the country tremble for
miles around. It came not in the low,
rumbling - manner in which earth-
quakes usually occur, but with a great

boom. The shock was caused by
the explosion of four tons of
giant powder said to have

been wnccidentully ignited near the
little town of Romeo, on the new
drainage canal, in course of construc-
tion. Throughount an aren of 50 miles,
from Waukegan, 11, on the north te
Kankakee, IlL, on the south, nnd from
Rockford, I, on the westto Michigan
City, Ind., on the enst, the shoek was
felt. At all these places the explosion
was thought to be loeal, snd anxious
inguiries were sent in all directions.

No ene was killed. The explosion
occurred in the powder house near
Romeo and about 800 feet from the
eanal. In Chicago windows rattled
and buildings seemed to rock. Probs
ably 1000,000 people were awalened
by the shock.
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WEEKLY TRADE REVIEW.

The Prestdent's Finanolal Messange Had &
Bad Effact on Stoocks.

New Youk, Dee 28 <R (. Dun &
Co.'s Weekly Review of Trade says;

Thae fallures of the fourth quarter of the yenr
1895, not yet finlshed, cannot he definitely
stated, but the agegrogate of deforred Habilities
for the year, while much smaller than in 1903,
will vary but little from that of 180L The
yoar's nggregate of commercinl Habilities will
probably be about $170,000,000 in manufactur=
fog aver #73,000,000, or ton per cent more than
last yenr, but in trading about 85,000,000, or
nine per ceot, leas than last vear,

The forelgn and finuncinl meszage of the
president woras followoed by vioient reaction In
the stock market last Saturday, with grave
fears of monstary trouble. The sudden panle
ghocked business In many departments and
the Industries cannot be oxpected to show
sglgns of lmprovement until the New Year be-
gins. Orders have for months been so muoh
smaller than they were In the summer, when
production was expanding and priees mount-
ing rapidly, that new causes of uncertaloty
have the more influence

In the great textile manufactures the usaal
hollday dullness Is incrensed by o dearth of
orders, though there I8 some accumulation of
wools for the demand expected soon In
woolons the market g extremeoely dull, soft
woolon dgess goolds and Iadles' cloths are n
shade lower, nnd the average of quotations s
nbhout 1% per cent, lower for the woeek,. Some
malkers have gone below last year's quotations
in securing orders,

The shoe and leather business does not im-*
prove and both leather and manufactured
goods deeline slightly, though speculation s
ngnin holsting hides abhout ten per cent, for nll
intwo weeks and for some kinds 25 per cent,

Wheat and sotton woere depressed by last
week's panie and onve had litile time to res
cover. Wheat receip® continue enormous for
the week of 17,072 bushels agninst 1,712,008
Iast year and Atlantie exports, flour oceluded,

have been 754,045 bushels in four
woeeks of December agninst 7,703,000  last
year. Russinn and other supplies are mov-

Ing freely, oMelal estimates arve wholly forgot-
ten and the men who predicted 81 wheat have
disapprared.  Colton kns remained at 8y conts
sipnce Inst Saturday and enormous commercinl
and mill stocks here and abroad with o de-
mand for goods much smaller than In Seplen,
ber, hinder an advance. The quantity whica
has come lnto sight is 30 per cent. less thaa
Inst year to date, but slightly larger than la
15802, when the crop was 6,700,000 bales.

Failures for the week have been 32 In the

Unilted States agninst 3.0 last year, and 40 in
Canado agslnst 41 last year.

THE WATERS SUBSIDING.

A Ntory of the Deatruction Wrounght by
the Floods in Missonrl

Baaxern, Mo, Dee. 28. —The waters
of the Osage have begun slowly tosub-
side and the havoe played by the sud-
den rise begins to manifest itself.
Thousands of railroad ties, thousands
of bushels of corn and wheat, wagon-
loads of apples, miles of fence and
acres of fodder and feed have disap-
peared before the mighty onrush of the

floods. Houses, barns and granaries
by the hundreds have been swept
away; cattle, horses and hogs have

been drowned and their carcasses line
the hills, against which the back-
waters beat. Houses and stores all

along the Osage valley are filled
yet with water, mund and the
wreckage of the waves, and
woe and desolation appear on

all sides. At Tuseumbia, the county
seat, every house in town is filled with
water and the loss will be immense.
A correct estimate of the losses suf-
fered throughout this section cannot
be estimated yet, but will be large,

MR. BAYARD'S CASE.

The House Resolatlons of Barrett and
MeCall Wil MBe Reported In o Modified
Form.

Wasuivaron, Dee. 28 —The house
committee on foreign affairs held a
meating and considered the Barrett
and MeCall resolutions relative to the
speeches of Amassador Bayard., The
committee decided to report the Me-
Call resolution in a modified form,
As agreed on it ecalls upon the pres-
ident for information as to the
alleged utterances of Mr. Bavarid and
the correspondence on the subject.
The resolution has been very much

tamed down and made mild in com-
parison to what it was when intro-
duced. It was thought that in view ot

present circumstances it would be
much better to make the resolution
simply one of inquiry.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE.

It Is FProposed to Hold One in 1896 to Ar.
range All Boundary DiMputes.
Wasminarox, Dee. 28, —Representas
tive Barrett, of Massachusetts, intro-
duced in the house a joint resolution
authorizing the president to arrange a
conference between the United Btutes

and nations possessing  territory
on the American continent for
the seltlement of Dboundary dis-
putes, The president is to invite each

nation to join the United States in a
conference, to be held in Washington
in 1806, to agree, if possible, upon all
boundaries in dispute between such
ationsn.

Fhysically Unable to Traln,

Nuw Yorg, Dec. 28, —Among sporting
men here the report is current that
James J, Corbett, the erstwhile cham-
pion pugilist, has good reason for quit-
ting the prize ring. It is said that he
is physically unable to undergo n se-
vere course of training, and that
should he re-enter the ring he would
be a mark for any first-class heuvy-
weight. Accord'ng to a friend of Cor-
bett, the bip fellow is going the same
road traveled by poor Jack Dempsey.

Now It 1s Ameriosn Whenat.

Kaxsas Ciry, Mo, Dee. 28.—Italian
Viee Consul Jerome Fedeli has received
a communication from the minister of
the interior of the Kingdom of Italy
complaining about the spoiled and
damageild eondition of grain received
from this country at ports and wares
houses. After the tirst of the year no
grain shipped from this country will
be received into ltuly, unless it ba ae-

companied by o certificate of its good
condition and dryness,

NEBRASKA STATE NEWS.

HariLAN countY's big corn crop is
not yet all harvested,

Tur Wahoo butter tub factory is
turning ont 150 tubs a day.

IntAND boasts of a citizen
old who has
than 60 years.

Tie Southeast Nebraska Poultry as-
sociation recently held its annual ses-
sion at Heatrice,

I the James Ish murder trial at
Omaha, the jury after being out three
days failed to agree.

Crapa Havmenr, 14 years old, was re-
cently fatally burned at Aurora while
kindling a fire with kerosene oll.

Tue 14th annual convention of the
Nebraska State Firemen's association
meets at Grand Island on January 2L

Ix the case of George E. Hawkins,
ex-water commissioner of Beatrice, the
jury acquitted him of the charge of
forgery.

Mns. L. Doxarnp, of Grand Island,
died recently as the result of a fall re-
celved a short time previous. She was
80 years of age and leaves a husband
and one child,

Tur G. A. R. post at Hastings passed
resolutions heartily indorsing the mes-
sage of the president on the Venezuela
affair and commending him for stand-
ing up for Americanism, giving assur-
ance that the G. A. R is with him.

Oxg farmer near Plattsmouth has
about 20,000 bushels of corn which he
is holding for better prices. Portions
of it is four years old. About 12,000
bushels of this corn he once refused 65
cents for in hopes of getting more.

Turer young farmers, Eli Oryall, J.
M. Foster and George Van Patten,
wore recently arrested at Grafton on
the charge of taking two loads of
shelled corn from the granary of C.
Boss They pleaded guilty and were
held to the district court,

AN attempt to rob the First national
bank at Arlington was made the other
nirght. Burglars broke open chree
doors and entered the bank, drilled a
hole in the outer door of the vaunlt and
blew the combination lock off, but
were frightened away before accom-
plishing their object.

Orro SEIDLITZ was recently arrested
at Plattsmouth upon complaint of rep-
resentatives of the BB & M. road, charg-
ing him with wrecking a passenger
train two weeks previous. The de-
fendant being only ten years of ave,
the charge was changed to “‘incorrigi-
bility" when he was taken into eourt.

Tur Nebraska State Dairvinen’s as-
sociation, at its late session in Lin-
coln, elected the following officers:
President, E. F. Howe, Crete; vice
president, F. H. Vaughan, Fremont;
secretary and treasurer, 8. C, Dassett,
Gibbon; directors, B. R. Stouffer,
Bellevue; W. A. Carpenter, York; . A.
Merrill, Minden; J. W. Bush, Dattle
Creek, and J. S, Temple, Cheney.

Frep Wanrauen, who murdered Au-
gusta Maitland at a laundry in Omaha
last June, for alleged infidelity vo him,
when brought up for trial in the Oma-
ha distriet court the other day pleaded
guilty and was sentenced to the peni-
tentiary for life. Wahlgren made a
statement to the court that affected
the court and spectators to such a de-
gree that o movement was set on foot
for his pardon.

Evrror Rakenr, of the Gretna Re-
porter, was recently fried before Judge
Scott at Omaha and sentenced to one
yvear in the penitentiary for criminal
libel, but the supreme court suspended
execution indelinitely, The libel
charged consisted of the publication of
a story reflecting upon the foreman of
the grand jury last June. An Omaha
dispatch stated that the papers of the
state were much worked up over the
rulings of the court.

W. M. HeErLM was recently found dead
at his home 40 miles southwest of Al-
linnee. He had been shot several days
before. It was supposed that he was
opening the gate to drive out his cat-
tle when he was fired upon by two or
more unknown parties from ambush
and instantly killed. The body was
riddled with bullets and the horse that
he had been riding shot.  He had had
difficulties with neighboring ranchmen
in the sand hills and the killing is sup-
posed to have been the result.

Prxsions lately granted Nebraska
veterans: Original, John E. Waest,
Crawford: Gustave Sherman, Somoer:
field;: W. E. Gosper. Lincoln. In-
crense, Ambrose K. Dliss, Redington;
William . Kidd, Nebraska City; Dex-
ter Russell, Trenton, Reissue, Samuel
Pettit, Guide Rock. Original widows,
ete., Abby C. Cornwell, Elyria; Mar-
garet A, Angell, Highland; Mariah
Swalley, Benedict; Dora E. Grogan,
Wisner; minor of Jubez Green, Platts-
mouth. Additional, Jonathan N.
Fletcher, Brewster. Restoration and
reissue. Amos Sniff, Elmwood. Orig-
innl widow, Rebecea Swift, Elmwood.

A rew days before Christmas Gow.
Holeomb commuted the sentences of
two conviets in the penitentinry, W.
. Perine and George H. Wilson.
Perine was sentenced from Dawes
county by Judge Kineaid for 14 years
for arson, le was received at the pen-
itentinry October 31, 1800, By allow-
ance for rood time his sentence would
have expired July 31, 1900, The re-
quest for o commutntion of sentence
was accompanied by a letter from
Judge Kineaid, in which he admitted
that the length of time was oo severe
and urped commutation. He left the
prison on Christmas eve. Wilson was
gent up from Buort county for five yenrs
fnr removingr luurl;;u:.rmi prnlu-['L_\;.
His sentence was commuted s0 us to
cxpire Christmas,

U0 years
used tobacco for more
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