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miade oul a slonwe-pnelong dork form on
the path Further down there wns
another, No partlealor kponness wns
required too see In these forms o 2en-
tinellike stonithiness,

Gripping Gale’'s arm. Thorne pulled
haek from the window,

"You saw them,” he whispered, *It's
Just as I feared,  Rojas hins the place
surrounded, 1 2hould have taken Mer.

cetles nway But 1 hona ne thme-—no
ehance ! T hound ! There's
Mereedes now ! My G—al! 1=
ek, think, think—think I there's a

woyx (o get her ont of this teap !

Ginde tartod s Wls frelend went down
the roon, oo the dim Heht st thie head
of the stiges stoml the stim, muilied
Ngure of When KW
Thorne she flew nolsejossly down the
salrway to him,  He caught her in
hix wrme Then she spoke softly, hro-
kenly, In i low, swift volee. It was @
mingling of Incolierent Spanish  and
English ; buat te Gale it was mellow,
decn, unutternbly tender, o volee full
of Jov, fear, passion, hope and love,
Upon Gule it hadd oo unaeconntahle
offect,  Te found hlmself thilling,
wondering

Thorne el the ;.-lrl to the conter of
the rooims, under the Heht
s,

“Mercedes

Wonmnn “lie

where Gule

Diek Gale, an ol telend

the best felend T ever ha™
SBhe swept ™ie mantilla back over
her head, diselosing o loyely face,

strange and stVIkIng te Gole in Its

prlidle nnd tire, 1ts Intensity.

“Seonor Gile—ah! 1 eannot apeak
my happiness. s friend ("

“Yesu, Mereedes: my  felend and
yours"” snid Thorne, speaking rapldly
“We'll hive need of  him, Dear

there's had news and no Ume to broak
The priest did not come
He most hove been detalned, And
Msten—he  brove, dear Mercodes—
Holas & here!™

Bhe uttered an tnartlenlnte ery, the

polgnant torvor of which ghiovk Gale's
aerve, and swayed as if she would
fmlnt Thorne ecaught her wnd In
busky volce importuned her to bear
up.

"My durling! For God's sake don't |
falnt—don't go to pleces! We'd be
lost! We've got a chance, We'll
think of something. Be  strong!
Fight !

It wans plain to Gale that Thorne
wni  distructed, He scarcely knew |

what he wus saying. Pale and shak-
mg. he clusped Mercedes to hlin.

She erled out In Spanish, hescech-
ing bim; and us he shook his head,
she changed to English:

“Seénor, my lover, 1 will be strong—
T will fght—1 will obey. But swear
vy my Virgin, If need be to mave me
from Rojus—you will kil me!"

“Mercedes! Yes, I'll swoar," he re-|
plied, hoarsely, “I know—I'd rather!
have you dead than— But don't give |
up. Rojag can't be sure of you, er|
he wouldn't walt, He's In there, He's|
got his men there—all around us, But)
be hesitates. A beast lke NRojas|
doesn't stand idle for nothing, I tell

surprige that =low Gregger bunch and
Eot  nwny
happened,
waltehing

before they ! know  what's
! You bwe !'I'I'Itl}'
ut the window. When the
row &tirts those fellowg out there fn
the plaza will ran Into the saloon,
Then you &lip out, go stralght through
the pluza down the street, It's o dark
street, 1 remember. 1" entel up with
von hefore vou gel far™

Thorne gansped, bat did not say a
wiord Mercedes leaned against him,
her white hands now st her hreast,
her grent eyes watchlng Gale as he
went onl

In the corridor Gale stopped long
enough to pull on & pair of heavy
gloves, to muss his hale, and dlsar

ringe his collar.  Then he stepped
Into the restaurant, went through, and
hnlted In the door leading Inte the
siloon, No one appeared o notlee
him, Gale's roving glanes soon fixed
upon the man he took to boe Hojas.
The Mexivan's face was turned nslde
e was In carnest, excited colloguy
with a dozen or more comrides, most
of whom were sltting roond table
They were Hstening, talking, dreinking,
ﬁ'ln- fact thit they ware onrtrldge belts
over  thelr breasts  satisfied
Gnley thnt were the rebels,. He

ros=ed

these

becnme consdlous of an foward fire
that threeatensd to overrun his cool
ness,  Other emotions hgrried his self
conftrol It seemed ns I osleght of the
mun Hbernted or crented o devll In
Gales  Aud at the bottom of his feel
Ings there seemerd to e o woniler ar

“But Swear by My Virgin, If Need Be |
to Save Me From Rojas—You WIN
Kill Mel™

himself, a strange satisfaction for the |
somethilog that had come to him,

He stepprt &5 of the doorway,
down the couple of steps to the floor

gou we've & chance, Dick, bere, will| of the salosn, und he -staggered

A

(i

The Black-Skinned Bandit's

Turned a Dirty White,

Face

foce turned a ety white; his jJaw
dropped s he woulidd have shrdeked If
Gale -had mot it him The blow
gwopt bl Backword agalonse his men,
Then Gule's heavy hody, swiftly fol
lowing with the momentum of that
rush, struck the little group of rebhels
They went down with the tahle
chalrs In a sliding crash.

tiale, carrvied by his
with thein
top As he

and

Hunge, went
Like a cat he lnnded on
rose his powerful huands
fustened on Rolas He Jerked the
Httle bpndit off the tangled plle of
struggling, yvelllng men, and, swinging
him with terrifie foree, let go hig hold.,
Rolas the floor, knocking
over tnldes and chnlrs Gule hoonnded
back, drageed Rojas up, handling him
as If he were n Hmp sack,

sl '<T|.[1 L

A shot rang ont above the yells,
Gale lieard the Jingle of breaking
Kinss The room darkened percep-
tibly. Lle fashed a glance backward,

The two cowboys were between him
and the crowd of frantie rebels, One
cowhoy held two gung low down, level
In front of him. The other had his
gun ralsed and almed. On the Instant
It sposted red and white. With the
erack came the erashing of glass, an-
other darkening shade over the room,
With n cry Gole slung the bleading
Rolag from him, The bandit strock
n table, toppled over 1t, fell, and lay
prone,

Another shot made the room full of
moving shadows, with light only back
of the bar, A white-clad figure rushed
at Gale. He tripped the man, but had
to klck hard to disengage himself
from grasping hands, Another figure
closed In on Gale, This one was dark,
swift. A binde glinted—described a
elrele wloft.  Simultaneously with a

elose, red (lash the knife wavered: the
man wleldlog It stumbled backward.
Then pandemonium broke loose. The
din becwwe u ronr. ule heard shots |

his hind close over her heaving hroast.
Gale Telt the qulek throb of her heart.

“Senor!  Senor Diek!™ she eried
Then her volee  (alled But  her
hands flew up; quicrk ag o flash she
ralsed her face—kissed him Then
ghe turned, and with a8 sob fell Into

Thorne's irms
There ensueld 0 gllence broken only

by Meresilos' sobhing. Gale walked
Home  PRees  awiy If he were not
gtunned, he certninly was agitated,
The strunge, sweetl fire of that girl's

"]‘I,‘i remiined with him. On the Bpur
of the moment he Imagined he had &
Jerlousy of Thorne. But presently
thls pussivl, What remalned with hlm
wnsg the splendid f zladness
that hie had been of segvlce to Thorne,

“Dick, Dick, here !  enlled
Thorne =softly "Let's pull ourselves
togethier now, We've got & problem
yet. What to do? Where (o go? How
to got any pluee? We're on good old
U. & ground this minute, but we're
not out of danger™

As he paused, evidently hoping for
A sugrestion the silence
was broken by the clear, ringing peal

vlow O

from Gale,

of a bugle. Thorne gave n violent
start.

“Is a call, Dick! It's u call!™ he
t'rh-d.

Gale had no answer to make.
cedes stool] as IT stricken.
eall ended. Irom a distance another
falntly pealed. There were other
gounds too retnote to recognize, Then
scattering rattled out,

Mer-
The bugle

shots

“Diek, the rebels are Nghting some
bady,” burst out Thorne excitedly,
“The lttle federal garrvison still holds
Ita stand. Perhaps It is atiacked
agaln, Anyway, there's gomething do-
ing over the line, Mayhe the crazy
Greasers are firlng on  our camp.
We've feared It—In the dark "
And here | am, away without leave—
practicilly deserter !

“Go back! Go back, before you're
too Inte!™ cried Mercedes

“Potter make teacks, Thorne,”
added CGnle. "It can’t help our pre-
dicament for you to he arrested. T'H |

take care of Mercedes ™

“No, no, no,” replied Thorne, “] |
can get awny—avold arrest” i
Mertedes embraced her lover,

hegged hlin to go, Thorne wavered
“Dick, I'm up against it,"” he sald. |
“You're right. If only 1 enn run baek |
in time. But, oh, I hate to leave her!
0Old fellow, you've saved her! 1 I.'I-l
ready owe you everlasting gratitude,
Keep out of Caslta, Dick. The U, 8.
slde might be safe, but I'm afrald to
trust it at night. Go omt In the des-|
ert, up In the mountalns, In some safe i,
place. Then come to me In camp.
We'll plan. Tl have to confide In |
Colonel Weede, Maybe he'll help us
Hide her from the rehels—that's all*”
He wrung Dick's hand, clasped Mer- |
cedes tightly In his arms, kissed her, |
And murmured low over herf then re- |
leased her to rush off Inte the dark- |
ness,  He disappesred In the gloom. |
The sound of his MM faatfalls grads
ally dlea avway, |
. Gulg roallzed that he was between |
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m-'q-

PR. M. B, STATES
Chiropraster

7 Bullkding & Loan Bldy
Office Phone 76 Res. Phone 1242

John S. Twinem, M. D.

{Homeopaih)

Roomns B 6,

Medicine, surpery and ebstetries
North Platée, Nebr,

{Drug roem with drugs for acute und
chronke diseasas.)

JOHN S5, SIMMS, M. D,

Special Attention Givenr to

Suruery

MeDoanald Rank
Office Phone 83

Building
Hesldence 3R

DR. REDFIELD

Physieian,

Ohstetirlelan,
X-ltay

(alls pro 1141 L1

Surgeen

wered Night or Dav
Phones. Office 642 Residence €78

SHERIFF'S SALR

Ey virtue of an order of sale issued
from the Distriet Court of Lincoln
County, Nebr., upon a decree of fore-
closure rendered In said Court
wherein David H. Corbett i3 plaintif,
aind W. L. Fristo, et al are defendants,
and to me directed, T will on the Sth
day of December 1922, at 2 o'cloek
P. M., at the eant front door of the
Court House in North Platte, Linecoln
County, Nebraska sell at Public Aue-
tion to the Mghest bidder for cash,
tn satisfy sald decree, Interest and
costs, the following described proper-
ty., to-wit:

Wesat half of the southwest quarter
(Wisiof SWi) of section thirty-five
(35) in township eleven (11) north of
ranpge thirty-one (31) west of the 6th

. M. Lincoln County, Nebraska.
Dated North FPhatte, Nebr, Nov. 4,
1Ha2.
A. J, SALISRURY,

Hherift

— — —_— ———

Heeler, Crosby and Baskins, Attys.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Fistate No. 1913 of Robert A. Me-
Knight deceased in the eounty eeurt
of Lincoln eounty, Nebraoska.

The State of Nebraska, ms: Credit-
ors of sakd estate will take notica that
tha time limited for presentation amd
filing of clalms agninst sald estase
Is March 8th, 1823, and for setile-
meat of sadd estate is Novembegr 3,
1933; that I will =if at the county
eourt room in sald county on Deeem-

Ihar 8 1938, at 18 o'clock a. m. and on

; . Opposite Unton Pacific ’. March 8, 1823 at 19 o'clock &, m. to re-

ceive, examine, hear, allow or adust
all elndms and objections duly filed.
Dated November 3, 1922,
Wm H. € WOODHURSE,

Connty Judge
Seal

J. @. Hollman, Attogney
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

FEstate No. 1916 of Willlam 8. Depuy
| deseanexi In the County Court of ILidn-
coln County, Nebraska

The State of Nebraska, ss: Credit-
ors of spll estote will teke notice that
{the time ''mited for presentation and
|Aling of claims nguinst sald Fstate is
|March 12th, 1923, and for settlement
{of said Estate s Nov. 7Tth, 1923 that
I will sit at the eounty court room #m
|sald County on December 123th, 1833,
lat 10 o'cloek &. m., and on March 13th,
1933 at 10 e'clock u m., to receive,
examine, hear, allow, or adjust all
[elafms and objections duly fled.
| Dated November 7th, 1023,

Wm H C. WOODHURST,
| County Judge,”
| Seal




