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CHAPTER XI|—Continued.
e T .
“Did I not say,” he answered, “that

there wns power In the box? But In
the name of that power—unknown to
you—I warn you: Do not touch those
pearls till the light has burned low
fu the braszier. If you do they wlill
disnppenr—never to return. Wateh,
but do not teuch !

Rlowly he backesd toward the win-
dow, unperceived In the general ex-
citement ; and Fugh dodged reapldly
townrd the ecar. It struck him that
the sennce was over, and he just had
time to see Lakington snnteh some-
thing which appeared tn have been
let down hy u string from above, be-
fore turning Into the busaheés and rae-

“Did | Not Bay That There Was Power
in the Box? He Said Dreamily.

Ing for the car. As It was he wan
only & second or two In front of the
other, and the Inst vislon he had
through a break in the treek, before
they were spinuing smoothly down the
deserted road, was an open window in
Laldley Towers from which dense
volumes of vapor poured steadily out,
Of the house party beldnd, walting for
the light to burn low in the braxie,
he could see no slgn through the
opuque awall of green fog.

It took flve minutes, so he gathered
afterward from a member of the house
purty, before the light had burned suf-
fBclently low for the duchess to con-
sider it safe to touch the pearls,

In varlons stages of asphyxintion
the assembled guests had peered at
the box, while the ecynical comments
of the men were rightly treated by the
Indles with the contempt they de-
sorved, Was the neckince not there,
wrapped In its gold and silver tissue,
where a few minutes hefore there had
teen nothing?

“Sowme trick of that beastly Hght"
remarked the duke peevishly, “For
heaven's suke throw the dam' thing
out of the window,™

“Dor't be a fool, John" retorted
his spouse. “If you coudd do this sort
of thing, the house of lords might
be wome use to somebody,”

When two minutes later they stared
horror-strack at a row of ordinary
marbles Inboriously unwrapped from
u plece of gold and sliver tssue, the

duke's pungent agreement with his
wife's  sentiment  passed uncontra-
Atcted. In fact, It I8 to be understoud

that over the scene which followed It
wiis hest to draw & docent vell,

THREE,

Drummond, hunched low over the
wheel, In his endeavor to concenl his
tdentity from the mun behind, knew
nothing of that at the time. And Lak-
fogton was far too busy to bother
with the chnuffenr,

One enarling curse as they had
sturted, for not having done as he hod
been told, was the total of thelr con.
versation during the teip. Durlng the
rest of the time the transformation
to the normal kept Lakisrton buay, and
Hugh could esee him reflected In the

wind-screen removing the maokeup
from his fece, and changlog  his
clothes.

Even now he was not quite clear
how the trick had been worked. That
there hid been two cablnets, that was
clenr—one false, the other the reul
one.  That they had been changed at
the crucinl moment by the girl Trmn
was also obvions. But how had the
pearis disappeared In the Arst case,
and then apparently reappeared agnin?
For one thing he was quite certuin,
Wintever was inside the pareel of

Id and sliver tissue which, for all

knew, they might be stlll sinring
it was not the higtoric necklace,

And he was still pussling it over In

mind when the car swung loto the
ve at The Hima.

“hange the wheels s  usuul'”
‘Wl Lakington as he got our, and

Hugh bent forward te concenl his face,
“Then report to me In the central
room."

Avd out of the corner of his eye

Hugh watehed him enter the house
with the Chinese cabinet clasped In
his hand.

“Toby," he remarked to that worthy,
whom he found mournfully eating
ham sundwich In the garuge, "Let's
go on the roof”

Sllently they both cllimbed the Iad-
der which had beon placed In readl
nesg, to find Peter Darrell and the
American detective already In  posi-
tion, A brilliant light streamed out
through the glass dome, and the in-
side of the centrnl room was clearly
visible, In the three chalrs sat the
motionless, bound fgures so xwathed
In rope that only the tops of thelr
hends were visible. just s Lakington
hnd loft iim and Toby and Algy earli-
er In the evening. The only moving
thing In the room was the eriminnl
himself, and at the moment he was
s#ented at the table with the Chinese
cubinet ln front of him. With a quick
tarn of his wrist he pried open two
flupr of wood, and folded them back
ngiingt the slde. Then he lifted out
n pareel of gold and silver tissue from
underneath,

“My hat!™ muttered Hugh, “what a
fool' T was not to think of It Just
n falge bottom actuated by closing
the 114"

But the American, whistling gently
fo himself, had his eyves fixed on the
rope of wonderful pearis which Luk-
Ington was holding lovingly In his
hands,

“So ensy, you seum.” contlnued Lak-
Ington, “and you thought to pit your-
selves ngninst me"—he rose and stood
In front of the chalr where he had
Inst left Druommond. “That fool of a
chaufMeur falled to carry out my or-
ders, and create a diversion, You
will so¢ what happens to people who
fail to curry out my orders, In & min-
ute, And afrer thut you'll never see
anything again.”

“Say, he's a dream—that guy,” mut-
teril the American. “What pearls
ure thoss he's got?™

“I'he duchess of Lampahire's," whis-
pered Hugh, “Lifted right under the
nose of the whole bally house party."”

The four walchers on the roof glued
their eyes to the glass, And the sight
they saw n moment or two afterward
stirred even the phlegmatie Mr, Green.

A heavy door wns swinging slowly
open, apparently of its own wvolltion,
though Hugh, stenling n quick glnnce
nt Lakington, saw that he was press.
ing some small studs In o nlche In
one of the walls, Then he looked
back nt the door, and stared dum-
founded, Jt was the mysterious onp-
board of which Phyllls had spoken to
him, but nothing he had Imagined from
hor words had prepared him for the
reality. It seemed to be Hterally cram-
mied  to, overflowlng with the most
priceless loot, Gold vessels of fantas-
tie and benuotiful shapes ttered the
floor; while on the shelves were are
runged the most wonderful collection
of preclous stones, which shone and
sceintillated In the electric lght i
their glitter  almost blinded the
watchers,

The pearls were carefully plnced In
n position of honor, and for n few
moments  Lakington stood gloating
over hls collection,

“Do you see them, Captain Drom-
mond? he asked quletly. “Each thing
obtalned by my braln—my hunds.  All

mine—mine!” Hin volce rose to a
shout, "And you pit your puny wits

agninst me” With a lnugh he crossed
the room, and once more pressed the
gtuds. The door swung slowly to and
closed withoul an sound, while Laking.
ton ®till shook with silent mirth,

“And now"—he resumed, rubblng his
hunds—"we will prepare your bath,
Captnin Drummond. And while it Is
getting ready, we will just deal with
the chauffeur who neglected hils or
dern”

For o few minutes he bent over
the ehemieals, and then he poured the
mixture Into the water which half
filled the long bath at the end of the
room.  “About five minutes hefore
we're quite remdy,” he announced,
“Jusat time for the chanffeur™

He went to a speaking-tube, down
which he blew, Somewhat naturally
there waus no answor, und Lakington
frowned,

“A stupld fellow,” he remurked soft-

ly., “But there is no burry; 1 will
deal with hlm later."
Laklngton returned to the chalr

which contained, as he thought, his
chief enemy, and was standing beside
it with an nnholy Joy shining on his
face,

“And since 1 bave to denl with him
lnter, Captaln Drummond, D, 8 O,
M, C, T may as well deal with yon
now. Then It will be your friends”
turn, 1 am golng to cut the ropes,
and carry you, while you're so numbed
that voun can't move, to the buth, Then
I shall drop you In, Captaln Drum
mond, and when, aftersvard, you pray
for death, T =hall mercifully spare
your life—for u while”

He nlnshed at the ropes hehind the
chale, and she four men craned for
ward expectantly,

“Phere” =nurled Lakington, *I'm

ready for you, you young swine”

A

And even as he spoke, the words
died away on his lips, and with g
dreadful ery he sprang back., For
with a dull, heavy thud the body of
the dead German Helnrieh rolled off
the chair and sprawled at his feer,

"My God!™ sereamed Lakington.
"What has happened? J—I-"

He rushed to the bell and pealed It
frantieally, and with a smile of joy
Hugh watched hig frenzied terror. No
ong# came In answer to the ring, and
Lakington dashed to the door, only to
recoll Into the room with a choking
nolse in his throat. Outside in the
hall ®tood four masked men, each
with a revolver pointing at his heart.

"My ene” muttered Hugh, "And
you understand, fellows, don't you?—
he's my meat.”

The next moment he had disap-
peared down the lndder, and the three
remnining watchers stared motlonless
ut the grim seene, For Lakington had
shut the door and was crouching by
the table, his nerve utterly gone, And
all the while the puffed, bloated body
of the German sprawled on the
floor,

Slowly the door Into the hall opened,
and with a screnm of fear Lakington
#prang back. Standing in the door
way wax Hugh Drommond, and his
foee was grim and merclless,

“You sent for your chanffenr, Henry
Lakington,” he remarked quletly, *1
am here”

“What do  yon menn " muttered
Imkington thickly.

"1 drove you back from Laldley
Towers tonight” sald Hugh with a
slight smile.  “The proper mnn was
foollsh and had to he killed,” He ad-
vanced a few steps into the room, and
the other shrank back, “You look
frightened, Henry. Can it be that
the young swine's wits are, after all,
hetter than yours?'

“What do you want? gasped Lak-
ington, throogh dry lips,

“I want youn, Henry—just you.
Hitherto vou've alwnys used gangs of
your ruoffiane against me. Now my
ging occuples this house, But I'm
not golng to use them, It's going to
be just—youn and 1, Stand up, Henry 7
stand up—as T have always stood up
to you." He croszed the room and
stood In front of the cowering man.

“Take half—take half,”" he sereamed,
Tve got tregasure—I've . . ¥

And Drummond hit him a fearful
blow on the month.

“1 ghall take all, Honry, to return to
thelr  rightful  owners. Boys"—he
ralsed  his  volee—"carry out these
other two, and undo them.”

The four masked men cnme In, and
carried out the two ehalrs,

“The intimldnted rabblt, Henry, and
the Kindly gentlemnn yon put to guard
Miss Benton” he remarked as the
door closed. “So now we may regard
ourselves as belng nlone, Just you
und 1. And one of us, Laklngton—
you devil in hbuman form-—ig golng In-
to that bath.*

“But  the bath means  death,”
shrieked Lakington—"denth In agony.”

“That will be unfortunnte for the
one who goex In” said Drommond,
tnking a step toward him,

“You would murder me?" half sohbed
the terrified man.

“No, Lakington: I'm not going to
murder you." A gleam of hope came
into the other's eyes. “But I'm going

to fight yvou in order to declde which

But Still There Was No Mercy on the
Soldier's Face, and He Felt Himself
Being Forced Farther and Farther
Over the Liguld,

of us two censes 1o adorn the earth
thut Is, I your dingoosis of the con-
tents of the bhath s correct. What
little glenm of pity 1 might have pos.
pessed for you has been completely ex.
tinguished by your present exhibltion
of nausenting cownrdice, Fight, you
worm, fighty or I'll throw youn in!"
And Lakington fought, The sudden
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complete turning of the tables had for
the moment deatroyed his nerve ;| now,
nt Drummond's words, he recovered
himself, ‘There was no mercy on the
goldler's face, and in his Inmost heart
Lukington kopew that the and had comse,
For strong and wiry though he was,
be was no match for the other,

Helentlessly he felt himself being
forced toward the deadly liguid he had
prepared for Drummond, and as the
irony of the thing struck him, the
sweat broke out on his forehead and
he cursed aloud. At last he backed In
to the edge of the bath and his strug:
gles redoubled. But still there was no
mercy on the soldier's face, and he
felt Mmself belng forced farther and
furthet over the llquid until he was
only held from falling Into It hy Drum-
mond's grip on his throat.

Fhen, just before the grip relaxed
and he went under, the soldler spoke
Onee S

‘Henry Lakington,” he sald, *“the
retribution is just.”
Drummond sprang back, and the

Hyuld closed over the wretched man's
head, Buat only for a second. With
a dreéadful cry Luklogton leaped out,
anil even Drummond felt a8 momentury
qualm of pity. For the criminal's
clothes were already burnt through to
the skin, and hiy face—or what was
left of It—was a shining copper color,
Mud with ngony, he dashed to the door,
und flung it open. The four men out-
side, nghast at the spectacle, recolled
and 1ot him through. And the kindly
mercy which Lakington had never
shown to any one in his life was
glven to him at the last,

Blindly he groped hig way up the
staulrs, and as Drommond got to the
door the end came. Some one must
huve put In gear the machinery whieh
worked on the tifth step, or perhaps it
was nutomatic, For suddenly a heavy
steal welght revolving on an  arm
whizzed out from the wall and struck
Loakington behind the neck, Without
a sound he fell forward, and the
welght, unchecked, clanged suddenly
home, And thus did the invention of
which he was proudest break the in-
ventor's own neck. Truly, the retribu.
tlon was just.

"“I'hat only leaves Peterson,” re-
murked the American, coming Into the
hinll at that moment, and lighting a
clgur,

“That only leaves Poterson,” agreed
Drummond, “And the girl,” he added
a8 nu nfterthought.

CHAPTER XII.

In Which the Last Round Takes Place.
ONE,

It was during the next hour or two
that the full value of Mr. Jerome K.
Green as an acquisition to the party
became apparent. Certaln other prep-
arntions in honor of Peterson's arrival
weare duly earried out, and then arose
the question of the safe in which the
all-important ledger was kept,

“There It 18, sald Drummond, point-
Ing to n heavy steel door flush with the
wall, on the opposite slde of the room
to the blg one containing Lakington's
Il-gotten trepsure, “And It doesn't
Heem to me that you're golng to open
that one by pressing any buttons In
the wall,”

“Then, Captain,” drawled the Amer-
leun, *1 guess we'll open It otherwise,
It's sure plumb easy. [I've been get-
ting gny with some of the household
effects, and this bar of sonp sort of
caught my eye.”

From his pocket he produced some
ordinary yellow soap, and the others
glanced at him eurlously,

“I'1l Just give you a 'ttle demonstra-
tion,” he contlnued, “of how our swell
cracksmen over the water open safes
when the owners have been o taetless
W8 to remove the Keys."

Dexterously he proceeded to seal up
oyery cruck in the safe door with the
gonp, leaving a smnll gap at the top
unsealed Then round thut gap he
bullt what was to all Inténts and pur-
poses a soup dnm,

“If any of you boys,"” he remarked
to the intent group around him, “think
of mking thiz up as a means of Hvell
hood, be careful of this stull.” From
another pocket he produced an ndla.
rubber bottle. "Don't drop it on the
floor unless you want to bhe mensured
for your coflin. There'll Just be a bhoot
and some bits to bury.”

The group faded
Amegiesn langhed,

“Might 1 ask what It 87" murmured
Hugh politely from the neighborhood
of the door

“Sure thing, Captain,” returned the
detective, curefully pouring some of
the Hquid lnto the soap dam. *“That Is
what I told you I'd got—gelignite; or,
ns the boys eall i, the oll. It runs
eight round the eracks of the door in-
slde the sonp.” He added a little more,
and cuarefully replaced the stopper,
“Now, & detonator and a bit of fuse,
und [ gueas we'll leave the room.”

“It reminds one of those dreadful
barbarians the sappers, trying to blow
up things” remarked Toby, stepping
with some agllity Into the garden: and
a moment or two later the American
jolned them

“It may be necessary to do It ngain ™
he announcved, and as he spoke the

away, and the
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sound of & dull explosion came from
Inside the house. “On the other hand,”
he contlnued, golng back Into the room
and quletly pulling the safe door open,
“it may not. There's your book, Cap-
taln."

He calmly relit his elgar, as if safe
opening was the most normal under
taking, and Druommond lifted out the
heavy ledger and pluced It on the ta-
- ble.

“Go out in relays, boys,” he sald te
the group of men by the door, “and
get your brenkfasts, I'm golog to be
husy for a bhit"

He st down at the table and began
to turn the pages. The American was
amusing himself with the faked Chi-
nese cabinet ; Toby and Peter sprawled
In two c¢halrs, unashamedly snoring.
And after n while the detective put
down the eabinet and, coming over,
ant at Drommond's slde,

Every page contnined an entry—
sometimes half a dozen—of the same
type, and as the Immensity of the
project dawned on the two men their
faces grew serlous,

“1 told you he was a blg man, Cap-
tuin,” remurked the American, leaning
back In his chalr and looking at the
open book through half-closed eyes.

“One ean only hope to Heaven that
we're in time,” returned Hugh, “D—n
It, man," he exploded, “surely the po-
lice wust know of this!"

The American closed his eyes still
more.

*Your Euglish police know most
things," he drawled, “but you've sort
of got some pecullar laws In your
conntry. With us, If we don't like. u
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“What's He Getting Four Payments of
a Thousand Pounds For?"

mun—something huppens. He kind o'
censes to sit up and take nourishment.
But over here, the more seurrilous he
I8, the more he talks bloodshed and
riot, the more constables does he get to
guard him from catching cold,

The soldier frowned,

"Look at this entry here,” he grunted,
“That hllighter 1s 8 member of parlia-
ment. What's he getting four payments
of a thousand pounds for?"

“Why, surely to buy some nlee warm
underclothies with,” grinoped the detec-
tive. Then he leaned forward and
glanced at the name.  “Bat (sn't he
gome pot in one of your trade
unlong "

“Heaven knows,"” grunted Hugh, *1
only saw the blighter once, and then
his shirt was dirty.” He turned over
a few more pages thoughtfully, “Why,
If these are the sums of money Porer-
hag blown, the man must have
upent a fortune, Two thousahd pounis
to  Ivolsky Incldentally, that's the
hloke who had words with the whatnot
oty the stalrs"

In silence they continved thelr study
of the book. The whole of Enginnd
and Scotland hoad been split up Into
distriets, regulated by  population
rather than aren, and euch distriet ap
peared 1o be ln charge of one director,
A varyving number of sub-distriets in
every maln division had each their sub-
director and staflf, and &t some of the
numes Drommond rubbed his eyes (o
amazement., Briefly, the dutles of every
mun were outlined; the loeallty in
which his wark lay, his exuct responsi.
bilitles, so that overlapping
duced to a minlmum. In ench case the
stuff was small, the work largely that
of organlzation. But in each dlstrict
there appeared ten or a dozen numes
of men who were euphemistically de-
seribed as lecturers; while at the end
of the book there appeared nearly fifty
nunmes—Dbaoth of men and women—whe
were proudly denoted as first-class lec-
turers, And If Druommond had rubbed
his eves nt some of the names on the
organizing stafls, the first-class general
lecturers deprived him of speech,

(TO BEE CONTINUED)
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The practienl man of today earries
out the pluns of yesterdaoy's theorist

COMMITS SUICIDE
AFTER REPRIMAND

Mortification Over Automobile Ac-
cident Causes Colorade Boy
to Take His Life.

Boulder, Cola.:;ortmcatlon over

an automoblle accldent for which he
was held largely responsible and &

s belleved to have prompted C. W.
Lawrence, elghteen-year-old Boulder
lad, to take his own life.

Young Lawrence disappeared after
he nad been held In connection with
the serlous Injury of Willlam R,
Brownell, twenty-two, In an auto crash
ut Fourteenth and Pearl streets, His
body was found by his brother Paul,
eleven years old, In n shed |la the rear
of the Lawrence home, 2245 Mapleton
avenue. A lullet wound was Inflicted
in hig right temple and a 32 Colt au-
tomuatic lay at his side.

Coroner A. HE. Howe, who took
charge of the body, declared young
Lawrence had been dead several
hours. Nelghbors reported that a shet

His Body Was Found by His Brother.

had been heard about 9:30 o'clock.
No one had attempted to imvestigate
the source of the gun report at that
time,

Concern over the lad was reported
to the Boulder police when he falled
to come home at a late hour, He had
been employed In a garage owned by
his father, Heary Lawrence, at Elev-
enth and Walnut streets.

He pnd some other lads “borrowed™
a large touring car stored In the ga-
rage and went out for a joyride. On
slippery pavement at Fourteenth and
Pearl streets the nutomobile skidded
into a smaller vehicle and serlously
injured Brownell, who was attempting
to start the latter car. He was ren-
dered unconsclous, several ribs were
broken and a leg severely sprained.

Lawrence and a companlon, Harold
Metealf, who was driving, were held
to blame for the crash, Metcalf was
placed under arrest and fined by the
police magistrate. Lawrence was tak-
eén to task by his father and severely
rebuked for removing the car from
the garage, It is alleged. Remorse,
following the accldent, and the cen-
stire of his father Is belleved to have
led the lad to commit sulelde,

BUILDS 20-FOOT SPITE FENCE

Atlantic City Woman Cuts Off Neigh-
bor's View When Sued for Al-
leged Slander.

Atlantie City.—The erection of a
fence, 20 feet high, betwean her prop-
erty and that of Thomnas M. Davls, on
fashionnble BStales savenve, s the
answer of Mrs. Margaret Workman to
a sult to collect $500 damages for al-
leged slander filled by Davis, The
fence reoches te the top of Davis'
second-story window,

The fence cuts off part of Mrs’
Workman's view of the ocean, and It
18 expected that nelghbors on the land
slde of her property will institute ac-
tlon. Mrs, Workman was the original
owner of the land oceupled by Davis
house, and Davis, In his sult, alleged
she attempted to dicourage prospec-
tive purchasers by saylng there wias a
flaw In the title,
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Attempt to Chioroform }
i

Pet Cat Fatal to Man

Frank Souders, a rallroad en
gineer, of Paoll, Pa., lost his
life attempting to chloroform
nan aged pet cat while his fam-
fly was away. The cat
scrutched and struggled as Sou.
ders tried to hold a chloroform
rag to Its nose,
unconsclous and
fumes,

Souders fell
died from the
The cat ran away.

Death for Many Cata
Boston, Mass.—Durlog the fNscal
year just closed 42004 homeless and
suffering eats have been “humnnely
disposed of" by the Anima) Rescue
League. Also disposed of in Iike man.
ner were 4048 dogs, T00 horses, 272

birds and 88 small anlmals,

subsequent reprimand from his father, *
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