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Dejah Thorls only siulled the
and with the rogulsk dlmples playing
#t the corners of her wouth she made
Bnswer:

“From the beginning of tlhme upon
Barsoom It hug been the prerogntive
of woman to change her mind as she
listed and to dissemble (o matters con
cerning her heart. That you will for-
give, Than Kosls, as hu¥ your wnon,
Two dnys ago 1 was not sure of his
love for me, but now I am, and I
have come to heg of you to forget
my rash words and to aecept the as
surnnece of the princess of Hetlum
thut when the time comes she will
wedl Sab Than, prinece of Zodungs.™

“T am glnd that yon have wa de
clded.” replled Than Kowis, “it Is far
from my desire to push wur further
agalnst the people of Hellim, and,
vour promise shall be recorded nnd
A proclamation to my people lssoed
forthwith, We shall see how the peo
e of Hellum take to pesce. 1 shall
ut least offer it to them,”

Dednh Thoris, afrer
fuened and left the apurtment,
followed by her gunrids,

Thus wax the edifice of my brief
dream of bhapplness dashed, broken,
10 the ground of reallity, ‘The woman
fe'r whom I had ofMered my e, and
from whose lips 1 had so recently
nrd a declarntion of love for me,
had lightly forgotten my very exist
vfie and smilingly glven herself o
the mon of her people’s most hated
ey,

Although I had heard It with my
dwn earn [ could pot belleve L |
st search out her apartments  moed

more

waords
neily

n few

foree her to repeat the eruyel truth
w me alone before 1 wonld he con
“Inced, and so 1 deseried my post

and hastened through the passige hHe
Ynd the tapestries toward the door
1y which she had left the chamber.
Slpping gquietly through thls opening
{ discovered n maze of windling corri-
lors, branching and turning In every
diraction.

Hunning rupldly down first one and
then another of them I soon became
hopelessly lost nnd was stunding pant-
log agnlust & slde wall when 1 heard
volees nenr me, Apparently they were
toming from the opposite side of the
partition against which I leaned ana
presently 1 made out the tone of De
Juh Thorls, I eould not hear the words
bhut 1 knew that I could not possibly
be mistaken In the volce.

Walking boldly forward 1 pushed
Inte the room only to fnd myself in
a winall antechamber In which were
the four guards who had accompanied
her, One of them lostantly arose and
pccosted me, nsking the nature of my
business.

T am from Than Kosig" I replled,
*and wish (o speak privately with
Tetah Thorls, princess of Hellum,"

“No one comes from Than Kosls
without carrying an order or the pass-
word, You must give me ope or the
pther before you may pnss

“The only order I require, my friend,
vo enter whera 1 will, haogs at my
slde” 1 answered, tapping my long-
aword; “will you let me pass In peree
er not”

“You are not here by the order of
Than Koals™ eried the one who had
Arst addressed me, "and not only shall
you not enter the apartments of the
princess of Hellum, but yon shall go
buek to Than Kosls under guard to ex-
pinin  thils anwarranted  temerity,
Throw down your sword; you ennnot
tiope to overcome four of us,'"” he ndded
with n grim smile,

My reply wans n quick thrust which
Teft me but three antugonists and 1
eun assure you that they were worthy
of my metnl. They had me backed
nguinst the wall In no time, fAghting
for my life, Slowly 1 worked my way
to a corner of the room where T could
foree them to come at me only one nt
a time, and thus we fought upward of
twenty minntes: the clnnging of steel
on stoel producing a veritable bedlam
in the little room,

e nolse had brought Dejah Thorls
to the door of her apartment, and
there she stood throughout the confliot
with Sola at her back peering over her
shoulder, Her face was set nnd emo
tionless and 1 knew that she did pot
recognize me, nor did Sola

Finally a lucky cut bronght down a
second guardsman and then, with only
two opposing me, 1 changed my tacfies
and rushed them down after the
fashion of my fAghting that hnd won
me mahy a victory The third fell
within ten seconds after the second,
and the last lny dead upon the bloody
fluer a few moments later, They wore
brave mea and noble fighters, and it
grieved me that I had been forced to
kil them, but T would have willlngly
dvpopulnted all Barsoom could 1 hinve
renched the side of my Dejul Thorix
in no other way.

Sheathing my bloody blpde T ad-
veneod toward vy Martion princess,
who still steod mulely gnzlng et me
without sbim of recognition,

“Who are you, Zodungun?” she whis-
pered. “Another enemy 10 humss me
in my misery?"

“I am a friend” I answered, "n once
vherished friend,”

“No friend of Hellum's priocess
vwanrs that metal” she replied, “and
peot the volco! 1 have heard it before;

At Iny

it s not—It ecunot bo—npo, for he Is
fjonil.”
"It ik, though my princess, none oth

er than John Carter,”
not recognlze
srnnge
tuint

Ar | enme close to her she
townrd e with outstretehed hands,
hut as I renched to take her In my
arme she drew back with o shudder
fand a Nttle moan of misery,

“Too Iate, ton Inte,” she grieved
“"Oh, my chleftaln that was, and whom
1 thought dend, hnd you but returnsd
little hour bhefore—hut
ko Inte, too nte™

I said. “Da you
even through paint and
metnl, the henrt of your chlef-

awnyad

e now it Is

“What do you mean, Delinh
I eried. “That you wonld not have
promised  yourse!lf to the Zodangnn
prinee had you knowno that I lived®

“Think Johny Carter, that 1
would give my heart to yon yesterday
nnd today to another? 1 thought that
buried with your nshes In the
pits of Warhoon, and so today 1 have
promi=ed my body to another to Nave
my from the of a vie
torfous Zodangnn army. 1 am ns good
ne mnrrlistl, John Carter.  No longer
nny cnll me yvour princess, No
longer are yom my ehleftnin*

“I know bhat IHtle of your
Lhere upon Barsoom, Dejah Thorls, but
I do know that I love you, and if vou
nennt the lnst words yon spoke 1o me
that duy ag the hordes of Warhoon
were chiurging down upon us no other
mnn shall ever elalin yon ns his hride,
You meant them then,
nndt you mean them selll !
Is trye”

Thoria?"

you,

peonle (M Lait]

you

riiRtoms

my princess

Sny thar It

I meant them, John Carler” she
whispered, “I cannot repest them now,
for T have given myself (o another. Al,
If you had only known our woys, my
friend,” she continued, hnlf to herself,
“the promise would have been yours
long months ago, and you could huve
clidmed me before all others."

Then alouwd she sald:
member the nlght when vou offended
me? You ealled me vour princess
without having asked my hand of me,
anid then you bonsted that you had
fought for me, You did not know, and
I should not have been offended ; T see
that now. But thers Wiag no one to tell
you, what I could not, that upon Bar-
soom there nre two kinds of women In
the cities of the ved men. The one they
fight for that they may ask them In
marringe : the other kind they nght for
nlso, hut never ask thelr hands. When
n man hne won a woman he may ad-
dress her ne his princess, or in any of
the several termg which signify posses-
slon. You had fought for me, hut had
never neked me In marvinge, and =o
when you ealled me your princess, you
#ee” she faltered, "1 was hurt, but
éven then, John Carter, 1 did not pe-
pulse you, as I should have done, untll
you made it doubly worse by taunting
me with having won me through com-
bat.”

“I do not need ask your forgiveness
now, Delab Thoris,” | eried “You
must know that my faolt wns of
Ignoennee of your Bargoominn customs,
What T falled 10 do. through Impliclt

“Da you re.

They Were Brave
Fighters, and It Grieved Me That |
Had Been Forced to Kill Them,

Men and Noble

belief that my petition wonld be pre
sumptupous and unwelcome, I do now,
DeJab Thorls: I ask you to he my wifs,
pnid by nll the Viegigio: ‘ing blood

thiat flews In my valas you shall be.”
"“No, John Carter, 1t s useloss,” she
!, Nopelessiy, "It s useless, my
friend, You must bear the sorrow with
we mny share in

me. That at least
common That, and the memory of
the brief daye among the Tharks, You
HIUKL g0 NOW, nor ever ses me agaln,
Good-hy. my chieftuln that was"
Dishenrtened and dejected, 1 with
drew from the room, but I was not en-
tirely discouraged, nor would 1 admit
thnt Dejal Thoris was lost (o me un-

ui

th the ceremony bhad actually been
performed,
As | wandered along the corridors

I waus ns abhsolutely lost In the mazes
of winding passngeway= px 1 had been
hefore | discovered Dejab Thoris'
npartments,

Presently 1 eamne upon s splral run.

| the affalr. Bhe may know more than
ihe cured to divalge to you, Notuh
('ome."
They left the hall, and, as darkness
had fallen without, 1 slipped lightly

from my hiding plance and hoktened to

the baleony. Few were o sight,
hoosing a4 moment when none

wnd
weewranied

nenr I sprang qulckly to the top of the
glonss wall and fromn there to the aves

nue beyond the palaee grounds.

CHAPTER XV.

Lost in the Sky.
Without effort at  concealment 1
hastened to the vicinity of our gquar-

"Lonk you here, sentry, and you
shall see how 1 came and hewr close a
shave [ hnd to not coming at all,” [ an-
swered, turning toward the edge of the
roof, where, twenty fest below, at the
end of my strap, hung all my weapons,

The fellow, acting on Impulse of cu-
rlosity, stepped to my side and to his
undolng, for as he leaned to peer over
the eaves T grasped him by his throat

his plstol arm and threw him heav-
Hy ™o the roof, The weapen dropped
from his grasp, aud my fAngers choked
off hix attempted cry for nssistance. 1
gugged nnd bound him and then hung
him over the edge of the roof as I my-
[ self had hung a few minutes before,

ters, where 1 felt sure » should find [ I Enew 1t would be morning before he
| Kantos  Kan He waus alone and | would be discovered, and T needed all

showed no surprise st my coming, | the time that 1 could galn.

soving he had expected me much ! Donning my trappings and weapons

way lending to a lower floor, and this | |
followwed downward for several storles |

until 1 reached the doorway of a large
apartment in which were a number of
guardsmen, The walie of this room
were hung with transparent tapestries
behind whiech 1 secreted myself with
aut being apprehended,

The conversation of the guardsmen
wus genernl, and awakened no Interes
in me until an officer entered the room
and ordered four of the men to relleve
the detall who were guarding the
princess of Hellum. Now, T knew, my
troubles would commence In earnest
and Indeed they were upon me all too
goon, for It seemed that the squad bhad
gearenly left the gunrdroom hefore one
of thelr number burst in agnin breath
lewsly, corying that they had found
their four comrades hutchered In the
antechnmbeer

In & moment the entire palnee was
nlive with people. Guardsmen, offi-
rors, courtiers, servanis and sinves ran
helter skelter through the corrlidors
nnd apartments enrrying messages anid

arders, and zearching for slgns of the
nARMpERIn
This wag my opportunity and silm

ng It appeared 1 grasped It, for as »
number of soldiers came hurrying past
my hiding place 1 fell In behind them
and followed through the mazes of the
paloce until, In pass=sing through =»
grent hall, T saw the bleszed light of
day coming In through a series of
larger windows,

Here T left my guides,
to the nearest window, for an
uvenue of ekenpe, The windows opened
upon a great haleony which overiooked
one of the brond avennex of Zodangn
The ground was ahout thirty feet be
low, and at a ke digtance from the

and, slipping
rought

bullding wns a wall fully rwenty feet |

high, constructed of pollshed
nhout n foot In thickness,
Martinn eseape by this path would
have appeared Impossihle, but to me
with my earthly strength and agility
it seemed already accomplished, My
only fear was In being detected before
dnrkness fell, for 1 eonld not make the
lesp in broad daylight while the court
below and the avenue beyond were
croawded with Zodangnns,

Accordingly 1 searched for a hiding
place und finally found one by accl
dent, Inslde a huge hanging ornament
which hung from the celling of the
hall, and ahout ten feet from the floor,
Into the capnclous howl-llke vase 1
sprang with ease, and scarcely had [
gettled down within It than 1 heard a
number of people enter the apartment.
The group stopped beneath my hiding
place and [ could plainly overhear
thelr every word,

“It Is the work of Hellumltes,”
one of the men

“Yes, O Jeddak,
necess to the paloee?
know, however, for
roval psychologist."

Another man now jolned the group,
and, after mnking his formnl gre |"1!1Hk
to his ruler, snld:

YO mighty Jeddak, 1t 18 a stronge
tale T read In the dead minds of your
falthful guardsmen, They were folled
not by a number of fighting men, but
by a single opponent.*

He pnused to let the fall welght of
this announcement Impress hiz hear.
ors, and that his stntement was senres
Iy eredited wus evideneed by the impy
tlent exclnmntion of Inereduilty which
esenpuxd the lips of Than Kosls,

“"Where I8 my erstwhile savior?™
spoke aneother of the party, and [ ree-
ogniged the volee of the cousin of
Than Kosig, whom I had rescued from
the green warrfors. “By the metal of
my frst ancestor,” he went on. “hut
the description fits him to perfection,
especinlly ns to his fighting abllity.”

“Where 1s this man? eried Than
Kosls, “Have him brought to me ut
onee."

Word was soon brought that 1
nowhere to be found, either In the
palice or at my former quarters In
the barrncks of the nlr-scont Bquudron
Kantos Kan they had found and ques-
tloned, but he knew nothlng of my
Wherenbouts, and ans to my past, he
had told them he knew as Uttle, slpce
ha had but recently met me du
our eaptivity among the Warhoons

“Keep your eyes on this other ong'
commaended Thun Koslg, “He also s
a stranger and Hxely as not they hoth
nall from Hellum

Bings
Toe o red

=nld

but how had they

We shall soon
here comes the

WhS

-

nud where one s

we ghall sooner or later find the o
er”

Annther messenger now  entered

with word that
palnce walls,

“The llkeness of every person who
has entered or left the palace grounids
today has been carefully examined,”
concluded the fellow, “and not one ap.
progches the llkeness of this new pad-
war of the Guards, other than that
which was recorded of him at the time
he entered.”

“Then we will have him shortly ™
commented Than Kosls contentedly,
“and In the meanwhile we will repalr
to the apartments of the princess of
Hellum and question her In regard to

I was still within the

| ntroclous barguin,

varller, a® my tour of duty must have
ended some time since

I saw that he koew nothing of the
cvents of the day ar the palace, nnd

when I had enlightened him he was all |
The news that Dejah Thorls |

excitement,
had promisged her hand to Sub Than
filled him with dismay

“It eannot be,” he exelalmed. “lIt Is
impossible! Why, no man in all Hell-
um but wonld prefeér death to the sell-
ing of our loved princess to the rullng
house of Zodanga, She must huve lost
her mind to have assented to such an
What van be done,
Juhm Carter? You are a resourceful
man. Can you not think of some way
Lo save Helluru from this disgruee?”

"If 1 ean come within sword's reach
of Bab Than" | answered, “1 can solve
the diMeulty In 20 far as Hellum Is
coneerned, but for personal rensons 1
would prefer that another struck the
blow that frees Deinh Thoris

Kantos Kan eyed me narrowly be-
fore hé spoke

“You love her!"™ he sald. “Does she
know It

“She knows it, Kantos Knn, and re-
pulses me only because ghe s prom-
Ised to 8ah Than.”

The splendid fellow sprang to his
fear and, greasping me by the shoul-
der, ralsed his sword on high, ex-
clniming :

“And hind the cholee been left to me
I vould not liave chosen o more fitting
mate for the first princess of Barsoom,
Here is my hond upon your shoulder,
John Curter, and my word that Sab
Than shall go out at the point of my
sword for the sake of my love for
Hellum, for Dejah Thorls, and for you,
This very night 1 shall try to rench hls
quarters in the palnce,

“1 only ‘need to puss these guards
and I enn do 1. 1 know a secrel en-
trance to the palace through the pin-
nacle of the highest tower. 1 fell upon
It ﬁv chunce one day as I was passing
uhove the palace on patrol duty. If 1
ean reach the roof of the barracks nnd
get my machine I ean be In Sab Thun's
quarters In five minates; but how #m
I to escape from this bullding, gunrd
ed as you say It =7

“Go to the roof of this bullding.
Kuntos Kan, and walt me there,”

Withont stopping to explain my
plans I retraced my way to the street
und hastened to the barracks. | did
not dare to enter the bullding, flled as
It was with members of the alr-rcout
squadron, who, in common with all
Zodangn, were on the lookout for me

The bullding was an enormous one,
rearing its lofty head fully a thousand
feet Into the alr. It was a long cllm™
up the foce of the bullding, but there
wadg no other way, and go I essaved
the task, The fuct that Barsoomian
architecture Is extremely ornate made
the feat much simpler than T had an-
clpated, =ince [ found ornmmental
ledges and projections which falely
formed a perfect Indder for me all the
way to the eaves of the bullding, Here
I met my first renl obstacle, The enves
projected nearly twenty feet from the
witll to which I clung., and though 1
encircled the grent bullding 1 ecould
find no openlng through themwm,

There slight, desporate
chance, and that 1 declded I must tike
—Iit was for Dejah Thoris, and no mun
hns lyved who would not risk a thou-

WwWhar one

sunid death= for such ns she,
Ciinging to the wall with my feet
nnd one hand I unloosens] one of il

long leather straps of my trapplhgs
nt the end of which dangled a great
hook by which alr sallors are hung to
the und bottoms of thelr craft
for various purposes of repair, and hy
menns of which landing parties are
lowered to the ground from the battle
ships,

I swung this hook cautlously to the

Siles

roof severnl times before It fiaally
found lodgment; gently I pulled an it
to strengithen (s hold, bot whether 1t
would bear the weight of my boady 1
did not Know It might he barely
caught upun the very outer verge of
the raoof, so thot ns my hody swung ant
ut the end of the strap It would slip
off' pgnd Inunch me to the pavement o

thounsand feet below

An Instant T hesitated, and then, re

len ing Iny B D upan the Rupporting
arnnment, 1 swung out Inte gpnce

the end of the strap. Far below me
Iy the brilllantly lighted streets, the

hard pavements
un lttle

nand denth, There wis
jerk at the top of the support
Ing enaves, and a nasty allpping
Ing wound which tarned me cold
then the

it
with
apprehension ; haok enught
und 1

Clambering qulckly aloft 1 grasped
the edge of the vaves and drew mysoif
to the surface of the room nbove. As
I ganined my feet [ was confronted hy
the gentry on duty, Into the muzzle of

wiis safe

whose revolver I found myself looking
“Who are you nnd whence came
you?" he eried,

“I am an alr scout, friend, and very
near n dend one, for just by the merest
chance I escaped falling to the avenue
below," [ replled,

“But how came you upon the roof,
man?  Quick, explaln yourself, or 1
call the guard.”

VI hastened to the aheds, and soon had

1 oy
' Man's

hoth my machine and Kantos

Making his fast behind mine I

started my engine, and skimming over

the edge of the roof 1 dove down Into
the streets of the eclty far below the
plane usunlly ecceupled by the alr pa-
trol. In less thun a mioute | was set-
tling safely npon the roof of our apart-
ment beskde the asionished Kantos
Kan

It was declded that 1 was to try to
make Hellum, while Kantos Kan was
to enter the palnce and dispateh Sab
Than., If successful be wns then to

llﬁqw.

The Weapon Dropped From His
Grasp and My Fingers Choked Off
His Attempted Cry for Assistance.

follow me, Bidding each other fare-
well we rose together and sped in the
direction of the palace, which lay in
the route which I must take to reach
Hellum.

As we nearad the high tower a pn-
trolsghot down from above, throwing
Its plercing searchllght full upon my
eraft, and a volee roared out a com-
mand to halt, following with a shot as
I pald no attention to the hall, Kantos
Kan dropped quickly Into the dark-
ness, while I rose stendily and at ter-
rifle speed raced through the Martian
sky followed by a dozen of the alr-
scout eraft which had Jolned the pur-
sult, and Iater by a swift eruiser cnr-
rying a bundred men and n battery of
rapld-fire guns, KBy twisting dnd tarn-
Ing my llttle machine, now rising and
now falllng, I managed ro elude thelr
searchlights most of the time, but 1
wis also losing ground by these tace-
tieg, and so 1 declded to hazard every-
thing on & straight-away course and
leave the result to fate and the gpeei

of my machine.
Ruutos Kuan had shown me a trick
of gearing, which 1s known only to the

nivy of Hellum, that greatly lncrensed
the speed of onr machines, so thuat 1
felt sure [ eould distnnee my pursuers
If I conld dodge thelr projectlies for
i few moments,

Graudually I laft my porsuers further
and further belilnd, and I was Just con-
gratulating myself on my lucky escape,
when ® shot from the
the prow of my

alirected
crulser exploded at
Httle ernft The concussion nearly
rapsized mnd with s slckening
plunge hurtled downwurd through
the dark night

How far 1 fell before I regalned con-

well

her

she

|
| Hetle

trol of 1he plane 1 do not know, but 1
must have been very close to the
ground wlhen 1 sturted to rise agnln,

Do you
know

why

it's toasted

To seal In the
delicious Burley
tobacco flavor.

LUCKY
STRIKE

CIGARETTE

CRACKERﬂ

i

1) |IEN BIS EUlT €0, m
) SNOW WHITE BAKER

FAIRY SODA CRACKER CRUMBS
=—upseful and economionl in many wayw
An authority on homs economics says: "A

jar of cracker crumbs should stand besids

the can of crackers in the kitchen cabinet
of avery housew,fo who values her time.™

To make eracker ¢rumbe, just roll Iten's
Fairy HSodas, or Jut them thruugh the meat
grinder with » paper sack over end of the
grinder to prevent crumbe scattering,

Try Iten's Falry Soda Cracker crumbas
with your next meat loal, or scalloped mal-
mon, corn Or oysters.

Ank your grocer for [-TEN'S FAIRY
BODAS in the returngble can, and
be sure you get the genuine.

SLOW
DEATH

Aches, pains, nervousness, diffi-
culty in urinating, often mean
serious disorders. The world's
standard remedy for kidney, liver,
bladder sand uric mcid troubles—

GOLD MEDAL

ﬂt

bring quick nllo! and often ward off

deadly diseanss. Known as the national

remedy of Holland for more than 200

years. All druggists, in three sizea

Losk for the name Gold Medal on every ben
and accept no imitation

Ask your Neighbor

Leavenworth, Kans—"1 was all
run-down from a complication of dis-
eases. My
hext door
neighbor rec-
ommended
Dr. Plerce's
Favorite Pre-
scription be-
cause she had
taken it with
fine results. I
/I declded to

. take It, and
after taking two bottles of the medi-
cine 1 was entirely well. 1 felt like
new life. It ig surely a fine medi
cine," — MISS FRANCES G. LIEN
HARDT, 772 Seneca St

Send 10 cents to Dr., Plerces In-
valids' Hotel in Buffalo, N. Y., for a
trinl package, and write for free con-

fidential medical advice.

No.8

When a Feller Needs a Friend.
Aristocratic Aunt (to small nephew
from the country playing In the snow)

| HnnecCessary

|

18 1 plninly henrd the squealing of ani- |

mals  below e, Rising wgain, 1
scanned the heavens for my purspers
and finnlly making out thelr lghts far
behind me, saw thats they were
long, evidently In senrch of me
Not until thelir lHghts were no longer
dlscernibhle Ald 1T venture to flush my
and then

thnt a

lamp upon my Compnss,

1 found to my consternation

land- |

fengment of the projectile had utterly
destroved my only gulde, as wall as
my speedometer, It was true 1 could
follow the sturs In the genernl diree.
tion of Hellum, but without knowing |
the exaet location of the city or the
speed at which I was travellng wy

chancea for finding 1t were slim,
('TO BE CONTINUED,)

Scents In Wood.

With the woods of the world to
chovse [rom, one can eusily arrunge
a whole scale of scents from the
pweetest and most delleate of per-
fumes &t one extreme, to rank and

overpowerful odors at the other, uu_\'sl

the Ameriean Forestry Muagazine, The
stores of the perfumer’'s shop will nut
yield n greater variety than ova can |

find In woods,

—Please remember, Theodore, while
you are wvisiting usg, that it will be
for you to muake your
own snowmen, What are the servants
for?—Passing Show, London,

Few Worth Listening To.
“What's n self-made man, pa?"
“Usunlly a bore when he sturts tell-

Ing about It."—Boston Transeript.

Freshen a Heavy Skin

With the antiseptie, fascinating Cunl-
curn Talcum Powder, an exquisitely
scented convenlent, sconomical face,
skin, baby and dusting powder and
perfume. Reoders other perfumes su-
perfluous. One of the Cutleurn Tollet
Trio (Boap, Uimmem Taleum),—Adv,

Don't forget that an ounce of Kkeep
ing your mouth shut ks worth a pound
of explanation,

There is no excuse for the dyspeptic with

Garfield Tea accessible at every drug store,
—Adv.

We eannot expect good to come back
to us unless we send out good

Lise

Your E

Cleann ~-Cleaar swa He nlthz

eep
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