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DICK'S DIPLOMACY

By ADELAIDE R. KEMP.

!’“m $OPS508590884

Mollle stood by the e white gate
guzing down the road, gracegrown and
treo-ghndod,

She wihe jnst ahont to return to the
house when the figure of a =mall boy
coming up the rond, holdinz a small
flag and whistling “Yankee Doodle” at-
traeted hor attentlon,  As he came
nearer she saw that he helonged to the
new famtly only recently moved Into

Cthe big house on the hill, The strong

feeling of loneliness and her dosire for
human ecompanlonghip ennsed her to
smile and sny:

“Hello, Tuddie! What's your nnme?*

“Richard  Winthrop  Hetherington,
Jr..)” was the response,

“Where have you been, Richard, with

' your flng?

The boy's face brightened ag he an-
swoered ;: “Oh! down to the station to
see some of the soldier boys coming
home, My unele will be eoming home
any day now,"” He paused a moment

| for breath, and then econtinued :

“Why didn't you go down? Haven't
you got any sweetheart?” {

“No, T haven't, Richard, Ilcmmu
you will hnve to find me one.*

“All right, TN try,” answered the
Ind promptly, and then saluting, he
shouldered his flag and continued up
the rond whistling a martial air. Mol-
lle watehed him ont of sight. She
knew he considered himself a whole
hand leading & compuny of returning
heroes,

Two duys later with all the fever
of spring cleaning In her Mood, Mol-
He donned her higgest apron and with
serubbing brash and broom made an
attnck on the past winter's germs and
dust. Up on the step-ladder In her
bright little kitchen she was scour-
Ing paint with her usual vigor whep a
voice from the open doorway startled
her so that ghe nearly fell from her
perch.

“Excuse me! T hope I haven't fright-
ened you, but I knocked and conldn't
seem to make anyone hear”

Mollie, clambering down s quickly
& possible, saw a young officer in
ollve-drab uniform, oversens eap in one
hand and battered syitense in the
other, He wus bronzed from exposure
nnd rather eareworn, but even st that
Mollle decided he was very good fo
Imok at. There was a moment’'s pause
und then he continued:

“Conld yvou direct me to the Heth-
erington’s? I seem to have lost my
wuy."

“Oh!" Mollie exclnimed, "You must
be Richard Winthrop Hetherington,
Jr's uncle”  Then she stopped and
hlushed searlet,

“That sure & my number,” laughed
the voung fellow. "My home is In
Michigan, but I thought I would stay
here for a short time before going on.
You must be acquuinted with my
young nephew.”

“1 just met him the other evening,”
spid Mollie, and she smiled reminls-
cently, “They live In that bhig white
house on the hill*”

[till John Hetherington lingered, “I
conld come down some evening while
T nm here and tell yvon samie grent sto-
ries abont the war If van woulld ke
to henr them," he said Goally.

Mollle clasped her hands “Oh; 1
wish you would! Tdon't know anyone
who has been over there. and 1 hive
wanted =0 mueh to hear it divectly
from some one who wns In the bhig
battles.” After this, John, finding no
new excnse to linger, picked up his
sulfense and departed.

The weeks flew rapldly by, As John
Hetherington explained to his relatives,
the peace and benuty of the New Fng-
lund hills were fur better for his
health than the rush and bustle of
the husy West, . It apparentiy took him
n good many evenings to tell all his
adventures “aver there” ta Mallie, It
Algo quite often occupied his Sundays,
(me evenlng Inte In August the twp
gt rather <lently In the roge-covered
poreh of Mollie's little cottage. But
it wus n sllence that contuined all
apeech,  The moon hnd risen in all
her glary over the distant purple hills
As John looked up the rond he saw
his young nephew approaching, whis-
thing as usunl, When he reanched the
white gate he stopped and hung over
it to gnze ot the pulr on the porch,

“Well, little scout, where are yon
going?” asked John us n general open-
Ing to the conversation

The hoy looked gravely at hiz unele,

“I'm going down to the store (o get
some nalls for dad. He suld he asked
vou to got them, but the pluce would
be closed before sou ever renched
there, becnuse voun wouldn't ever he
able 4o get pust Mollle's hoywe,"

There wak a4 moment of cimbarrassed
sgllence, nnd then John, to relieve the
tenston, asked

“And what did you suy to that,
Dickie?

“Oh" unswered the lad, slowly loolks
ing from one to the other, "I told him
that T guessed It was all right, '‘capse
Mollie asked me to get her o gweet-
heart, and T thought you'd do.” Hav-
ing delivered himself of this plece of
sloquence.  Richurd Winthrop Heth-
erington, Jr., resumed his  Journey
storewnrd, The moon very |.|.|,.1|‘7
went bebdud o eloud gt this m“.-;.”-:.
pod Joha turned .\lu“h"s sCurlet faee
towurd hiw,

“Will 1 do, lttle sweetheurt? he
asked In n low volee,

And Mollle looked In the eyes she
had learned to love so denrly, whis
pering a low “yes as she hid her

blushing face on John's brond sboul-
der,

Yo Mevptoper SyYa-
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