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M GOING to write
santa Claus a let-
ter asking him to
bring me the
things for Christ-
mas I want," sald
Bobby Sawyer.
“Mammn says
that hecause papa
won't ever come
home any more
we cnn't have any
Christmas gift. I
don’t see why, be-
Cnuse pupii WIS
lost at sen, Santa

come as he used to. 1

won't

Claus
bhear of children wrlting to Santa for
what they want and I'm golug to write
1o him,

So Bobby sat down and wrote Lis

oo

totker, He spelied buogle, bugel, nod
Christins, Crismus, and some of the
words bungled that the old
fellow must bhave had & bhoatd time des
ciphering but all the things
Bob wanted were nnmed In the letter
and he did pot doubt for o moment

wire S0

thom;

thitt Sunta Claus would respond gen-
erousiy,

tine morning shortly before Christ
mas, Peter the posiman left a letler

at the door addressed to Robert Saw-
yer. Peter who had long dellvered thoe
letters of the Sawyer fuwlly would not
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taln pnckages, This puzzled him, for
his mammn had told him there wowld
be no gfts this year and he did not
expect uny except what Santa Clhus
would bring. Bobby asked his motli-
er If whot she Brought in was Intend-
¢d for Chreistians, but she him
no antisfaciion, though she him
in her arms nnd gave hlm a Bear hug
kKisses, Bhe scomed uw
happy ns If she expeeted Qantn Claus
to bring everything she wanted for
Christmns,

The day before Christmng n mes
senger boy came with a telegram for
Mrs. Bawyer. She tore off the onvel
ope and read It, and looked very hap-
PY giving the messonger a half dols
lar. Bobby asked what the telogram
was about. 8She told him It wns about
o Christmus gift she and all the rest
of the family were to recelve, and
when Bobby kept asklng agaln and
agnin “What 1s It mamma?" she gave
him another bear hug and smothered
him with kisses,

Bobby had a sister, RKdith, twelve
yeors old, and a brother Jim, ten. Both
of them were too old to sympathize
with Dobby In his fafth in Santa Claus
bringing him the gift he had promised
him In his letter. Indeed they didn't
belleve Saotn Claus reglly wrote let
ters to children. Bobby tried his best
Lo get out of Edith or Jim whit made
thelr mother so happy, but they would
not tell, Indeed they seemed almost
48 happy us she, Having falled with
them Bobby tried Peter the postman
Poter sald he suspected Santn Ol
had somethilng to do with the famlily
happiness, but he was not sure. So
roor Bobby was obliged to swallow his

curlosity and walt for Christmns morn
ng.

Eave

tonl

and n dozon

Bobby went to bed on Christmas eve
detormined to regist the sandman and

Lo might gor a glipse of Sunta Claus
and soe what his remarkalle gift was.
But the saudman seon hegan to drop

[ sand in Bobby's 1Hds, and he was nsleep

i ten miloutes afier his head struck
the pillow,

When Bobby awoke the sun wna
quite high In the heavens, Ho heard
the word “Bolby " shouted In his eurs
and at the some time felt himself gent-
ly shaken, He 414 not awaken by de-
but all at once, And thera
standing before him and looking down
upon him, smiling, was his papa.
“Why, papnt" he exclaimed, Y)
thought you wore never golng to come
home any more"™
“Santn Claus 1ol

Ri'eds,

me that he was

to bring me homo to my litile boy for
g Christmas gift"

Bobby threw hls arms around his fa-
and hugged
that he

ther's
and

neck
It seemed

nnd hugged,
would never

“Why, Papa!" He Exclalmed.

let go. Mammn, and Bdith and Jim
cime In and so great was the oxelte-
tent that Bobby forgot to look for
what was In his stocking,
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That wag certlnly the happlest
Christmas the Sawyer famlly ever
Epent or ever woultl spend, Bobby

wis too young to have it all explained
to hilmy, but when he 1s older his mother
lntends to tell hin that ki father was
on a vessel that was torpedoed and
sunk, Mr, Suwyer was reported miss-
ing, but he was pleked up out of the
waler by un Ametiesn erulser and In
time managed to get home, After word
eime that he was saved the letter was

written to Bobby by his sister us from
Sunta Claus, and afterwards o tele-
gram cume saving that hls father

would be home on Christmas morning,

Wrote His Letter,

give 1t to anybody but Bohby, sayiog
that Santa Claus requlied him o give
opy letters marked “from Kris Krin
gle" to the child to whom |t
dressed and to no
opened It and read:

“Denr Bobby |

“I have received your letter and will 1
bring you the flnest Christinny [M‘c-u: |

wis nel- |

one  olse, Hnl-!.'t |

you aver recelved In your life, |
“SANTA COLAUS™

Bob of eourse was delighted u';!h|

this, and he notleed that from the |

time of its recelpt everything nbout
the house seemed to ke on o cortaln
<heeriness, Bobby Inld in walt for Pe-
ter when hie came agaln and asked him
a lot of questions ad to how and where
Banta Claus gave him the letter, Pe-
tor said that he was not permitted to
tell children anything about Santa
Cluus. They must ang ap thelr stock-
ings and walt for him to 6l them
This wns three days before Chrlsi-
mus, Bobby who was very watchful
detected his mother smuggliug In cer |
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Koep his eyes open all nlght, so that f
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" The week of December 10 to Decem

| ber 28 16 roll enll weok for the Amerd
enn Read Cross,  Thix is o Ohelstmis

| eall o the oltizens of this country

o enlis! In the Arniy of Servies, The
| need for serviee I not abated by the
Feniing of the wit—the need for sery-

lee will not be ended for n long thine

At home and for afleld the Rod Cross

must contlnne the work of relleving

the suffering that follows in the -.\nkvf

| of the war Refugees and orphuans
e atili to be elothed and fed pnd
| hiowapd The antlmberculosis  enm

pukin must be kopt up and the tame-
Hiea of soldiers helped,  Ounly o part
| of the work of the Red Opross enids
with the eessntion of hostiltlox.

The Christmas roll hns for is
objeet more than olse  the
enrollment of nll adulty ag membars
of the Red Cross and the appenl s
for $1 memberships.  The eanvass will
he mainly for this The Red (Cross
makes Its appeal to all, without re
gnrid to crosd, fuetion o
cliss: | Is one organlzation for unls
versul service bhasod on sympathy sand
humanity 0OF courde everyhody that
i noybody wanta o

The

Home nfter

enil
nnything

RO, sl

helotig  to 1,
Good - Will Box.

i establi=shinge 1=
good-will box for the benetlt of peaple
less fortunate

thon Hs own men
In the end it dovelops that the Tisnses

i,

hold Is benetited in turn ond o dears
onstration that 1t I more Woesepd 1o
givee thnn reeolvie = brouehit ahont In
the most proctlon] woy, Inte the goods

WL b 2o all the el o sl ne

| ticles that pee not necdsd In the house

Marled, In mlght be dised by some one
wlse., Ullothing, shoes, hioolka T
gines pletures HTHIT S furnishinges,
chinn  and  glasswapre, which  huve

served for o time, it hinve beon re-
placed without belng worn out, thesg
nre all assemblal In the good-will hox
to be redistribuied where they ¢nn do

| pndl

| TP

e good
cintter up the naverage Storeroom space
i the avernge home, secumulnte dust,

Things of this Kind simply

nre In the way generally when
might be useful elsewhere, It
wonld be o fine et (or every comm:
nity If the contents of goodwill boxes
could be collected In one place elther
for sile or disteibution, nnd disposed
of onee or twiee A year.

The that hias Doen splvaged
old  sllver and  gold
triphaets ought to ingpire everyvone who
hattersd pdd unioteresting
things mnde of the preclous metals to
convert them Into hulllon, Slnee the
wir, women have unearthed all soris
af old gold nd stiver ormamoents, Jew-
elry and flar wear, some of It atro-
clongly ugly, and tarned It In for
melting up.  With the gold and silver
procured  they buy  War  Savings
stnmps.  Bot oven If they do not enre
o tnvest 1 e worth while to turn use-
less Junk into money which enan be pat

hey

Imaney
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o work pnd therehy mnide useful,
Watteau Plait in Winter Frocks,
For dinner froeks black s mueh

isedd, slveves are short amd the wat-

tegia pladl Is favopsed, In n Waek
mnsseiinge e sale gown. cmbaodying
(TR U TR 61 ] 1! COrsEnge cansieis of

ool sl derkse velvet  girdhl
at nprrows ot the boack sad holus
W cthe wattend plodl with o Inesn
Ay Vo fop dinnor Trocks capthossed
vivet Is wvceh axod, Wildsts are long.
vleves gre short and deaped ofTeoty
preetdottnnt IMuner frocks nre often
of eharmense with the selvage sery

ros u bem, A welbdesigneg evenlng

gowir l= af blnck ehnrmense with o

wodlored talle tunle heavily embirol-

i) In penrl  sod Jet ehirysunthes

s and edeed with narrow fenther
b A broad stiver gledie sHps
Huler the tolle in nnid endds in
i diserveetly velled

ek
how,

Whether i Is heenuse ey
coming or
loxury, and somethnme

splendor helongs to them, or

i b
hecnnse an LR T T of
Josstlon af

Tt they

il kg

s Ky comlovindils YTy WOt
loves Turs, They mny e osoused for
extravagancies n this cirection ;) thoere
e s0 mnny reasons why fin e
belter investment (han poy oplep sopt

of u]ril'.rll-t Furriers  hiivs ALESL IR T AR )

o grenter variely in osearf and  wdf
[ mers el In tur gurowents= of sll Kioals
| than sl I oone seuson Al this
| tips mnde one more reason whv Turs
e evervay e Thu LA nn
| Versal,
Beginning ih th 2| et uflle®
’ Colinr nnd ending with 11 g el
! Ol uiky by Wrips of din wlzir In
Pweig with mnalls tee tnnveds, "Ihe T,
ar  etpee il TR T T ]
| ruve fur inu s e tiaabe b nll
it ha T wiin Then e L |
ort el (thir nut | i) |
Hnully the lng onpws pn i Iy
| mhinost covep 1l f |
'l TR CHE il L |
cupes Wit s o mmetob- 4 I
popalelt y i tist] ki
I th far | I 1] I
| ¥ iy piidi bl 1 | 1 i
| il io fhe Iwinui !
Al | SURET o ug (0] vl
‘ with any sort of mliliner e sl
e itk rE B il TR | in
the pletabe nre dedigned Tor taorondy
woenrers pnd o good exXample of new
but staple  styles  that s b et bast
NILY  SOnsOLs Toils ne nnish Foy
«senrf onds huve heen relpstated, bt
| the fnt fur-covered button I8 8 noves
LY I ol ts Therey Is 8 narrow
frill of sutin alopng the conter of (he
posenef to peotect the Holog when the
| e el 1% hrought elose up ahogt the

EVERY WOMAN LOVES FURS

LR Fhie meion mull is Hndshod nt
the ends with gt pulls of satin
and ogers of snfln allow o bhe
vorn suspended froms the arns Haald

a0n seul, mink, mole, squlreel, kolineky,
e the
s with dirten
Bl b e bl

sliort-hdredd Durs Hked best for

dhunk, Tox wml s

In long-hnived polts

(.4.1 -g)f??:)afcj
7

Peorapiration 3tains,

LT onn b bollse oue
of white minterial, but In coloareid o
terinl 1he ity ety thint the gusr
pirmthon s spobled thet eobor. 1
cme, ghaoagr thee only thing (o W ta
hleweh the garment widto by Lol
L in ) dution of woshing  sidn
thaat uprnl o NN T ATHTY TT PPN A
i i ol s
podnt i finel f I poscession
i i o blonse Iy
hiile ropinl
i i o it
: rdill
Hatd eolar
Amboer Inastead of Pink
' 1 [
' ' s i
] J 0 Imlvi (himle
barve to siolbior ol and v
il seoms o In tihers—nut  vellow,
TRI® biand b bppdeseribi)ile 2ol
petd shale peoduecod by sandight shinlne
Lhrenigh il L A Bhinglo tuelesl
itiate Blonise bocames, tomched by the
e wird of stnbver, oo exelusty
moded worthh severnl dollnrs,  Amber
Yo blouses codt st more, gl s
ber orgnndie trlmmesl with fller laee

b oxealingly distingulsload (o price,

| morning,

| & hore:
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CELEBRATIVGDEG 25

Yuletide Festival Once Marked
Return of Sun God.

Observance of Day ls Habit of More
Than Twenty Centuries' Standing—
“Yule" Means Sun—Commu.
nity Christmas Tree.

Celolirating the 20ih of December 1a
& hablt of more than twenty conturies’
standing, It Is n remoant of that good
anture of our early aocestors, which
ang disappeared to n groat extent with
the drritating problems of clvilization,
All the rost of the year, wrltes Fred-
erle J. Huskin, we fght and grab
things nway from each other and wear
uur merves (o o frazsle, but at Christ-
mas we close our commercial ex-
changes, ent tremendous quantities of
food and send presents and postal
enrls o our friends and pelatives
bearing our good wishes, At least this
% what we are supposed to do, Many
people do n great desl more fn the
way of community Cheistmag trees,
visils to the hosplinls and baskets for
the poor, and stlll others regard the
whole thing as absurd and constder ab-
atinence from Chrlstmos gifts n sign
of strength of charncter,

Long before the birth of Chelst our
ancestors In northwestern Harope cele-
brated the 206th of Decomber, which
manrked the passing of the winter sol-
Stiee or the return of the sun in the
heavens after conguering the powers
of darkness, Thnt was the day of the
sun worshipers, The problem of the
universe wus Just boglonlong to puzzle
and our uncestors fNeured It out In n
stralghtforward timnuer that was not
hnlt bad for supposed savages, Al
plant e, it wus observed, dependod
on the sun for itx esistence, and all
nnimal Hfe dependod on plant life, so
that the power of the sun was greatly
respected and It was personifed In the
person of the god Thor, Thor was
wntched  with  eonslderable  Interest,
since there was nlwnys some doubt as
o whether he would survive the win-
ter solstice, Jence the feaxting and
merrymoking when he contlnued (o
shine clenr nnd strong in the heavens,

Meaning of the Word “Yule”

Besldes Thor there were numerons
gods who lived In the brunches of
trees,  Therefore the people githered
mistletors boughs nidd holly hranches
and put them tn consplenons positions
In thelr houses, where they might
enslly be seen from the outslide, In the
hope that gome wondering god would
tuke o fancy to them and take up his
resldence among the red berrleg, In
Germany the early Huns chopped
down the evergreens and brought them
indoors for the same purpose. The
burning of the yule log and the term
vuletlde nre survivals of these early
December festivils whose Influence Is
gtill to be seen toduy in our own
Christimns celobrations, "“Yule"™ means
mUnN.

With the dawn of Christianity and
the conversion of the sun worshipors,
the birth of Christ wns subgtituted ns
the cause for eolobratlon amd the fes
tivitles beepme vellglons  demonstrae-
tions, The people U gormonndized,

telmmed  thele . honses  with  holly
bronches amned gnve presents, . ot the
with of December usunlly snw them

comfortnbly seated In ¢hurel,

So Chrlstmas hag come down to us
with all these traditions, The Germun
Santa Claus Jegend hns fmproved 1t
considerably for the ehilldeen, and It I8
now known slmost entively a8 the chil
ren's gepson.

Community Christmas Tree.

Among the finest Ohristmos Institi.
tHons today Is the community Christ-
mus tree, Whilch ariginated In Madison
gquare, New York, five years ngo and
sinee then hns spread to communitioes
pll aver the United Sigtes, The cem-
munity “T'ree of Light" 18 usually
planted In o central Tocatlon in the
clty, trimmoed with balls and orna
ments  undd Heghted  with  electriolty,
Citlzens are orgunlzed into committess
to colleet donatlons for the tree s
cmploy bands of musicinns to play
Christimn= enrols und hymns, In Bal-
timore Inst yenr groups of men and

boys carrving hollytvimmed lunterns
walked through the streots slogiog
and gregling ench pedestelan with

“Merry Christmas ™

While every year there I8 an increns.
Ing number of persons who deolde to
“hie sensible”™ and send eards In the
plnee of Christinns presents, the aver
nge person Incks the eournge to face
his famlly erapty-hinded on Cheistins
But Christroas 12 o spleit,
which you clther have or haven't. If
you haven't 1, the holldays nre only
on the other hand, IFf you allow
yourself to become enthuslastie thers
of fun 1o e derived
from 11, even though you're lonely nind
nway Trom home, Last yenr o (ravels
i mnn wha was eompelled (o spoend

I8 really o lod

Chvistmps awany from hig family In n

gathered o number of
Hithe wnlfg togethor, ook
them into a lnrge restourant and tread
o them sl taon Cheistimns dinbor, Y1
never bnd so mwuach fun in wy lfe"

ity
tepement

“irange

| dectared the teaveling man,

The Christ-Babe,

We glve the Chreist-bnbe his oradle
in our hearts, and afterwards hoe sols
up his cross In our hearts, and In our
hearts he plants his throne,

A Real Good Fellow,
A real good fellow Is & man who
koeeps something of the Christmus spir-
it all the year round,

ision

Tolstol tells a lovely Ilittle
story of two pligrims who set
out  for Jerusalem, Yelesel
stopped to help n sturving fam-
Iy, He bonght food, fotehed
water, split wood, started the
great oven fire, nurged nnd fed
the slek, redecmed the morigage
on the horme, and bought bpok
the cow, horse, and seythe with
which the living wans earned.
His money was all gone, and he
could not hope to overtnke his
tompanion on the rond, so he
returned home and devoted him-
self ngnin to dally duty. Yeflm
would not pause to help anyone,
He reached Jerusalem, visited
the sacred places, obtained earth
from Calvary, water from the
Jordan, and blessed amulets of
every kind, but because of the
throng he could not reach the
Holy Sepulehre, Yet, under the
Inmps  themselves where the
blessed fire burns before all, he
saw n vision of Yelesel, wearing
A halo of shining glory about
his  head. For Yeflm had
brought his body to the Holy
Land, but Christ himself had
come to the soul of Yelesel, And
he learned that in this world
God blds everyone do his duty
till death—In love and good
deeds,

HOLY CITY'S CHRISTMAS TIME

Distressing Scenes Witnessed In
Church of the Lativity—Guards
on Duty Day and Night.
Althongh much has heen written up
on the subject of Christmas in Bethe
lehem, writes Harold J. Shepstone In
the Wide World, and we have had
glowlng neconnls of lig gorgeous pro-
cessions and coremonles, none appears
to have been bold enongh to tell the
world of the distressing scene which
mny be wlinessed In the one gpot on
etrth where man would expect pence
to relgn ot that glad season of the
vear. Christmns Is o long business at
Bethlehem.  Flest come the Latin core
monies, which tnke plnee on December
25, followed 13 days nter by the Groek
sorvices, while 13 days later comes the
Armeninn Christiong feast. The serv-
fees are held In the Church of the Na-
tivity, one of the most remarkable edl
fices In the world, The holy of holles
of the church I8 the grotto or manger,
It Is a small underground chamber,
sild to be the nctunl site of the stable
where the Suvior was born, Just In
front of the altar is n sliver star, let
Into the marhle floor, sald to mark the

exnet spot of the nativity,

In the various ceremonles the hit
terest rivalry exists between the varl
ous gects, nnd even during the ordinary
serviceds Turkish solilers have to be
on guard day and night in the ehurch
to provent strife. On specinl oceasions,
such a8 Christmng thme, an extrn foree
of soldlers 18 necossury If order I8 to
he maintained, It s during Chrlstmag
festivitios that the church 18 elenned,
To prevent qunrrels among the rival
priests the authoritles mony yenrs ngo
wet down definite rules os to what pors
tlonig of (he wally, plllars, floors, ete,
this or that body may clean or sweep.
Drispltes these  elaboraie precantions,
however, trouble often arlses.  Durlng
the Chrelstmns  festivities of 1013 n
deplorible feone wos witnossed in the
gered bullding. ® Two sects disputed
the rightg to clean a certaln portion
of the church. They went to the gove-
ernor of Bethlehem and he declded a
cortaln #ect possessed the rlght to do
the work, When they started to sweep,
however, the rival priests flew ot them
noed solidlors hod to hold one sect back
whilee the other did the sweeping,

CHRISTMAS IN OTHER LANDS

Children of Russia, Spain and Italy
Devote Day to Worship in
Thelr Churches.

The cohililren of Nussin, Ttaly and
spiin spend Chrlstions day In wor-
dhip at their churches and recelve

theler presents on January O,

On this snme doy Freach children
have a great eelehratlon and eut the
“king's enke,” which 18 0 round cake,
nsundly, with a chinn lmage buked In
I, Whoever cuts the slice that con-
talng the Image Is king or queen fTor
thee day, and the rest of the ehlldren
must do everything the king or queen
does,

In Norway and Sweden they have

Christimas serviees In thelr churches
bt four o'vlock In the morning and
the kindheartedd  chlldren  sentier

whenat for the hungry birds.

Cormany was the fiest eountey (o use
Chiristmns trees, and from Fonglnnd we
pet our ldea of hanging the stockings
by the chlmneys, burning the yule log
Bod hanging up the hranches of mistle-
Lo,

In Hollund on Christinas evo the
clildren 01l thelr stockings with hay
nnd onts for the white horse that they
hefleve  Santn Cloos  rides, In the
morning they find the hay and onts
ane nod Instend ure presents for good
chlldren and @ rod or chunk of ecoul
for the bnd ones, The young men of
the town arvise nt two o'clock In the
mwornlng amnd sing Christmns hymns,
carrving a stur on a high pole that
I Hghted by u eandle inside of the
star, The singlng of Christmas car-
ols I8 the way we follow the story in
the Bible, when the shepherds heard
*he nngels siug when Christ wus born @
“Peace on earth; good will to men™




