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| % theRed Cro
NeedsYour Ne

Amerwca 15 going to save thousands of French
and Belgian women and children from death
by starvation or freexing this winter, but every
American must lend a hand to the work—

-

ROM “Everywhere In France” there
are being brought toMe United Sintes
with the arrivil of nenrly every pns-
senger ship tales of devastation and
misery which ure even more tingle
than the cabled dispatches which we
are accustomed to rend under the
vague date Une, “Somewhere In
France."

Many of these narratives have heen
prought by men sund women who, under the aus-
plcen of the American Red Cross, have been Inves-
Hgnting conditions created by the invasion of the
Hun. The range of vislon of these Investigntors
gxtends from the battle front to the cottage hun-
Breds of miles awny where war's misery—more ln-
fidious than bombs on the fighting front—has penes
trated.

Waoven together these accountis make a composite
story of devastation and suffering on the part of
poncombatants comparnble with the torture en-
Aured by the soldiers In the trenches; of refugees
staring blankly at cratered wrens where villnges
once flourished ; of thousands of children, (oo
young to understand, crylng for mothers who cane
not hear their cries; of children polsoned by gas
bombs thrown from German mortars ; of emnecinted
ehlldren sent by hundreds from behind the German
line; of erippled woldlers to re-educate and of
givilun meén and women to comfort und provide
Wwith the necessaries of life—a story of battling
aguinst disense and of the herolsm of mercy,

Bometlmes the eable supplements tnles told by
returned travelers,. A day or two ago, the war

uncll of the Ameriean led Crosa received a enble.

m from the Parls hendquarters of thut orgiuniza-
Hon containing a slmple statement of every-day

currence on the French frontler, yet graphle in
ts portraynl of one phase of war's frightfulnoess,
It read:

The Red Cross at Evian.

“There arrived last week ot Evian, where the
repatries from France and Belglum are recelved
back into France, a train londed with Belglan ehll-
firen. There were 080 of them, thin, slckly, nlone,
il between ages of four and twelve, children of
men who refused to work for the Germans and of
mothers who let their children go rather than let

em atarve. They poured off the traln, little ones

nging to the oldest ones, girls all erylng, boys

Ing to cheer, They hnd come all the long way

one, On the platform were the Red Cross work-

to meet them, doctors and nurses with ambu-
nees for the little sick ones were walting out-
de the statlon. The children poured out of the
tion, marched nlong the street shouting. “Meat,
ent; we are golng to have meat,” to the Caslno,
ere they were given a squaré meal, the first ln
any months., Agnin and agnin, while they ate,
vy broke spontaneously Into songs In French
gainst the German songs which they had evidently
enrned In secret. The Red Cross doctor examined
them. Thelr little clawllke hands were significant
thelr undernourished bodles, but the doctor sald :
© have them In time, A few weeks of proper
Feeding and they will pull up.”

Evian is a French resort on Lake Geneva, and
pvery day one thousand homeless people arrive
there, 80 per cent of whom are chlldren. Thirty

r cent of the older people dle the firsi month
. exhaustion, They were once the occupants
of happy homes In northern France. The Huns

vaded thelr country, swept on past thelr homes

left them behind the enemy's line. The Invaders,

w thelr masters, impressed them Into labor and

nsported thousandn of them to work in German

ds and factorles. Those who are returned by
thousand dally by train through Switzerland

all that are left of these men and women and
dren—manhood and womanbood sapped until
vital spark 1s almost out and, no longer of use

ns Qerman captives, sent back to dle or to be
pared for In their helpless condition by thelr own
@ from whom they had been ruthlessly taken
way In their health and strength,
Hope for Kalser's Vietima,

| Thanks to the American Red vJross, coming to
the assistance of the overburdened French agen-
on for mercy, there Is hope for these unfortun-
tes. Besldes a hospital and convalescent home
children at Evian, the Red Cross Is operating

ko ambulanee service for the returning repatries,
Fen sutomobllés are In commission for hundliog
Mck and infirm persouns, and n tuberculosis hos-
pital near by is planned. When the returnlog re-
tries: reach the ralirond station and have been
ngly greeted by crowds of compatriots, they
taken In charge by Red Cross workers. Nour-
ment I8 provided and medical attention be-
wed., Baths are made nvallable and fresh cloth-

is supplied. Accordlug to American eye wit-

of seeneg ut the rallway station at Evian,

are men in the ranks who have suffered

ken arms, the bones of which have been set by
Germans 8o that the hand s turned the wrong

. They present a horrible deformity, denoting

g form of croelty which excuses Itself on the
that the man, should he ever reg®in his
ptrength, will be unfit for miiltary duty,

many of these cases American Red Cross doe-
tors have been put to the doubly paintul tusk of
breaking the arm and resetting It, so e
remove the terrible deformity purposely in-

Willlam Allen White of Kansas and Heary J, Al
det,, who 1s prominent In the publle life of the
e state, are among the Red Cross workern
Wi recently bave returned from (ours of lnspoec-
How In France, According to thelr stutewents 1t ts

Y possible to exuggerate the suffering

A the

'."- ) il clvillan population of the coun-
- ' tr: . xﬂ. bowever, that Is belng alleviatea
l )
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: possible extent by the Awerican
m Is sending Its experts, Its urmy
volunteers and its treasure without stint. Ac-
ding to Mr. White, the real work of the war, so
\merien is concerned, will be carried oo by

Mn'mumw. Not only

is 1t plunned to deal with all the ancute suffering,
fauch nn I8 summarized above, and to reconstruct
many villages In the devastated war zong so as
to give the refugees a fresh sinrt In life and pre-
pare the way for agnin cultivating the soll, but 1t
Is the purpose to apply the Amerlcan system of
“Home Bervice” on n seale so grand that It 18
bound to have a heartening effect on the whole
French milltary organization, for the French sol-
diers fight better when they know thelr loved
ones are belng cared for.

In furtherance of this great scheme, designed to
bring comfort and cheer In the fumlly of every
French soldler that i needy, General Pershing,
General Petnln, commander In chief of the French
forces, and Maj, Gen. M, P. Murphy, American Red
Cross commissioner, have formed themselves into
n committee of co-operntion, Company officers will
go through thelr ranks and ascertaln from each
soldier whether he has any worry on hls ind
concerning slckness or want at home. Reports
will be made to hendquarters weekly and not a
single cnse will be overlooked in the relief work
thut Is to be guided by the addresses of famillos
listed. Special attentlon will be glven to the treat-
ment and prevention of tuberculosls, which hns as-
sumed proportions slmost as deadly as the Infernal
machinery of war Itself. Food and elothing will
be supplled when necessary and the spirit and
cournge of the previously depressed soldler in the
trenches will be enllvened by the news that his
famlly ia baving Its wants attended to.

“The great struggle of the winter will be the
economle struggle,” snid Mr, White. “The Red
Cross practically will fight the Amerlean fight un-
tl our boys take their places on the firing line
next spring. It should be kept In mind that every
French soldler who 1s suved this winter means the
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gaving of an American boy
when the hig drive begins »
fow months hence”

L. ). Wishard of California,
n schoolmnte of Preslident
Wilson, well known for his
interest In Y, M. C. A. work
a8 well a2 that of the Amer)
can Red Cross, Is another re
cently returned ohserver from
France. He brought n doubly
lnteresting story. Flest, the
awfulness of many conditions
exlsting ; and, secondly, the
great work the Red Cross ls
dolng and the much greater
work 1t 18 preparing to do te
meet all the conditions sclen
tifleally sand energetically
Mr. Wishard expressed the

view as Willianm Allen White regarding

RAMS
the Importance of glving primary attentlon to the
economic slde of the equation during the winter

wonths, He quoted General Pershing as saying
that the greatest thing that the Red Cross can do
ut present to lnsure victory 1 to stand by the fam
flles of French soldiers.

Gas Bombs Poison Soll.

An interesting fact dwelt upon by Mr. Wishard
durlng a visit to Washington was that of the pols
oning of the soll in agricultural reglons by the
gases gpread over the country by the Germuns, Ti
In stated that this gas hag worked (ts Insidlous way
deep Into the ground, so that unless herole means
ure discovered and applied It will be years and
yeurs before the land Is Ot for cultivation of any
sort. The devastation, he says, 1s beyend anything
In the history of the world, with shell craters so
thick that plowing of once fertile fields Is abso
Jutely lmpossible, Yet fo this hopelessly devasta
ted reglon the Hed Cross has set to work to repaly
some villnges and to restore certnln agricultural
comnmnnities, not alone for the humanity directly
involved with respect to the people who will thus
bave shelter and means to go to work, but as an
exnmple to the thousands of others and an Inspi
ration to them to start in and begin life anew, The
hopelessness of It all might seem complete from a
single Instance cited by Mr. Wishard—that of a
man who hud owned a mill In a village near Ver
dun, who told him that when he went to look for
the spot on which It stood he had to take a survey-
or along to locate It. )

It Is Into the hopelessness of hundreds of sltuan
tlons akin to this that the American Red Cross 1s
advancing with its banner of mercy and Its bugle
blnst of Inspiration,

So help the Red Crossl

ABomb Raid by Shell-Light

The plcture of a night attack executed by the
English on & German trench In France I8 drawn
in the Cornhill Magazine by Boyd Cuble:

“The hour chosen for the rald wus Just about
dusk., There was no extra-special preparation
Immediately before it. The guns continued to
pour in thelr fire, speeding It up a little, perhaps,
but no more than they hud done a score of times
in the last 24 hours. The Infantry clambered out
of thelr trench and flled out through the narrow
openiugs In thelr own wire entanglements,

“Out In front a faint whistle cut across the roar
of fire. 'They're off, sald the forward officer Into
his 'phone, and a moment later a distinet change
in the note of sound of the overhead shells told
that the fire had lifted, that the shells were pass-
ing higher nbove his head, to fall farther back In
the enemy trenches and leave clear the stretch
into which the Infantry would soon be pushing.

“For a mioute or two there was no chunge in
the sound of battle. The thunder of the guns
continued steadily, a burst of rifle or machloe
gun fre crackled as spasmodically.

“Men gulped in thelr throats or drew long
breanths of apprehension that this was the begin-
ning of discovery of thelr presence In the open,
the fOrst of the storm they knew would quickly
follow. But there were no more shells for the
moment, and the rattle of machine gun fire dl-
minished and the bullets piped thinner and more
distant as the gun muzzle swept around. The In-
fantry burried on, thankful for every yard made
in safety.

“But at the atracking point the Infantry were
almost across when the storm burst, and the
shells for the most part struck down harmlessly
behind them. The men were Into the feagments
of broken wire, and the shattered parapet loomed
up under thelr hands 8 minute after the frst ghell
burat. Up to this they had advanced in sllence,
but now they guve tongue and with wild yells
leaped at the low parapet, scrambled over and
down into the trench, Bebind themn a few forme
twisted and spruwled on the broken ground, but
they were no sooner down than rununing stretcher
bearers pounced on them, lifted and bore them
back to the shelter of thelr own llnes.

“In the German trench the ralders worked and
fought at desperate speed, but smoothly and on
what was clearly a settled and rehearsed plan,
There wore fow Germnos to be seen, aud most of
these crouched dnzed and belpless, with hands
over thelr heads. They were promptly selsed,
bundled over the parapet, and told by word or
gesture to be ol They walted for no second bid-
ding, but ran with heads stooped and hands above

" thelr hends stralght to the British line, one or

two men doublivg after them as guards. Bome
of the prisonery were struck down by their own
guns' shellfire, agd these were just as promptly
grabbed by the stretcher bearers and hurried 1o
under cover.

“Up and down the selected area of front line
trench the ralders spread rapldly. There were
several dugouts under the parapet, and from some
of them gray-coated figures crawled with their
hands up on the first summons to surrender.
These, too, were bundled over the parapet. If u
shot came from the black mouth of the dugout
In answer to the call to surrender, It was prompt-
ly bombed. At either end of the area of front
llne marked out as the Umits of the rald strong
partles made a block and beat off the feeble at-
tacks that were made on them.”

NEW WRITING IMPLEMENT.

A writing Implement composed of a mixture
of wax and finely ground pumice stone contain-
Ing particles of Ink has been Invented by Willlam
C. Geer of Akron, O, to take the place of ordinary
and fountaln pens, penells, crayons and all other
writing lmplements, says the Popular Belence
Monthly. As the body of the new writing device
is composed of a mixture of wax and pumice
stone, which s easlly worn away when rubbed
agalnat a paper surface, the Inventor clalms that
the cells of Ink intermixed with the wax and pum-
fce stone will also be Hberated, giving a uniform
supply of ink,

The device Is made by mixing the wax, pumice
stone and Ink together. When It Is heated to the
proper tempernture It Is suddenly lmmersed Ip
cold water, This chills and solldifies the wax
mixture, producing a body having a cellular struce
ture, ench cell belng filled with Ink,

SOLDIER SCRAPBOOKS.

Have you begun saving jJokes and pletures for
“S8ammie's"” scropbook? Kipling started these
scrapbooks In England for the wounded *Tom-
my,"” 80 of course It's a good Idea,

A BAD CASE OF SUICIDE.
e

There I8 & very pompous artlst in New York
who used to have a sense of humor. His quips
were known everywhere. Now, however, since
he has galned considerable vogue, he Is taking
himself and his work very sorlously,

Owen Johnson, the novellst, gaw him In a res
taurant the other night, sitting solemnly alone,

“Too bad,"” he sald, real pity and tenderness
In his volee, "Poor Arthur! He bhas severed his
Jocular veln”

HIS POINT OF VIEW.

“Mike, dldn't you tell me once yon have n
brother who 18 a bishop?" asked fhe contractor.

“Yen, sor, 1 did that"

“And here you are a hod earrier. Well, things
of this life are not equally divided, are they,
Miket"

“No, sor,”" replied the Irishman, shouldering bis
hod and starting up the ladder; “Indade they s
not. Poor felly! He couldn't do this to save his
lolfe, sor
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LEADER OF MINORITY IN HOUSE

At this session of congress the
country 1s to become better pequainted
with Mr. Gillett of Massachusetts, Re-
publican house leader in the absence
of Mr. Mann. He is by no menns a
stranger. He has been a member of
every house since, and including, the
Fifty-third. He 18 a veteran therefore
in polnt of gervice, and his present po-
sitlon testifies to how well he has
served. An advisger all along, and a
valued one, of other leaders, he has
had & good schooling, and hiz own
chauee at leadership now has come, He
could not hnve asked for a better time
or a larger opportunity for the display
of his powers. The house Is golng to
be very much In evidence for months.
In some things It must take the Initla-
tivel and in all things Its part will be
prominent.

Mr. Glllett 1s a Republican without
Hmitations, He stands for the best
traditions of the party. and in his long

service as a legislator has helped shape many lmportant measures on the

party's llnes. Hlis 1s the Springfleld
politics serlously,

district, where the people take thelr

Mr. Glllett faces a period of hard work—hard enough to tax the capacity

and the patience of even an old congressional hand.

War measures and other

measures carrying new propositions and enormous amounts of money are on
the card and will soon be in hand ; and onece the grind begins there will be no

let up until the work is done.

E IS BUILDING NATION’S AIR FLEET

An auvtomoblle engineer with a vl
slon came out of the West and crys
tallzed the thought of the United States
along a new line—that of the depend
ence of a niitlon at war upon Industry
Now this same englneer is giving the
best {llustration of the war of the ap
plication of his theory, for he is bulld
ing the nation's alr fleet, which, he
holds, will win the war for the allles
next summer,

The man in question s Howard E
CofMn, chalrman of the aircraft pro
duction board. His job is to get alr
planes ready at the earliest possible
moment. He, has $640,000,000 given
him by congress for the purpose. He
I8 working fast, but there are many
difficulties, He 18 one of those “It-ean't |
be-done-but-here-1t-18" men, His Job
is to bulld three times as many ale
planes in six months as all the rest of
the world can bulld in a year. He In
tends to do it. Howard E. Coffin used

to be a letter carrier. For four years after he graduated from the University
of Michigan he was in the federal civil service, It was not untll 1800 that he got

his start In the automoblle game,

automoblle company, then chief engineer,

Soon he became the idea man for a large

In ten years he had evolved three

automoblle engines In succession that were revolutionary in the industry. The
one-time letter carrler had become the recognized genlus of that Industry that
had blossomed In & decade as had no other,

[ GRATEFUL FOR AID GIVEN FRANCE

Capt, Andre Tardleu, French high
commissioner to the United States, in
reviewing his work In America, after
hig return to France, made this state-
ment ;

“It remalins for us to create, In
conformity with the desire of the Unit-
ed States and In the common interest,
real unity in the direction of military
und economic affaire. That will be the
work of the coming weeks,”

Captaln Tardieu sald that, In or-
der to gnin time in the delivery of cer-
taln armament, the United States had
placed orders In France amounting to
more than $200,000,000,

The commissioner expressed him-
self a8 plensed with the speclal and
ensy terms on which all transactions
with the United States were effected,
referring particulariy to the fact that
the United Biates undertook the trans-
portation of materlals ordered for
France with the understanding that

the financlal settlement involved would be put over until after the war, One
particular manner in which the United States had greatly alded France, Cap-
tain Tardleu sald, was in shipping 2,000 agricultural implements for the agri-

cultural depurtimment in five months.

“France knew she could count on the United Htates,” Captaln Tardlen
added, “but all our hopes have been surpassed.”

l:TO BUILD AMERICAN MERCHANT MARINE

In an orgaplzation which 1s being
reofficered with men whose slogan s
“Speed" and whose exclusive duty s
to turn out a new Ameriean merchand
marine of 6,000,000 tons or so with all
the dispatch possible, Rear Admiral
Frederle R. Harris just naturally fits

When Admiral Harrls was appolnt
ed on November 24 to take the office of
general manager of the Kmergency
Fleet corporation some of Washing:
ton remarked—the uninformed part of
Washington—that It was too bad thot
a man of such attaloments should
have this hoodoo job wished on him
by his superiors. But his assoclates
are of a different opinfon, He Ims
tackled hoodoo jobs before, pot u few
of them, la fact, and by his soergy, his
practical sense nnd his deterwmination
he has charmed away whatever il
Influence may have hedged them abhout

The fact that Chalrman K. N, Har-
ley of the Jhipping board has been put-

ting the machinery of the Emergency Fleet corporation into high gear for the
first time since its organization and bhas been tearing away the red tape that
bound its operntions will create n scene of activity at the corporatlon offices
quite In keeplng with the temperament of Admiral Harrla, He Is accustomed

to act with swiftness,




