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Of course there will be a
“real feed,” with turkey
and everything, wherever
| it’s possible on land or sea.
And at the naval training
stations there will be special
doings to help the lonely
| lads forget to be homesick

By REYS G. THACKWELL
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More than 500 yenrs ugo John Alden aod his Hittle
band of Purlian fullowers In New Englond pnssed o
terrible yemr of famine and alckness that nearly wiped
sul the colony. Bul Lhe peundulum swung., Heallh
condithons improved, Clearings were enineged, The
drouth broke. Good erops wers rilsed. A bountiful
harvest was siored agnins: ihe winier. And then tlie
hlm-ddll;nlr thoughis e (kiut."'l‘lwl:hh-;n
wr geniefulness, " 1 " y for

Uhan kgl viag. lcnt;.’rn‘?uulne when tLhe
el hus beon galhered, the prople of the Uniied
bave observed Thanksgiving dey—since 1800
last Thursdsy In November, he following
Savy Shis yeur Sas propared by's direck Gecendant
wne ¥y u rRcen
Lh- Alden,
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AR from thelr homes, perhaps for
the first time in their young lives,
many thousands of young American
sallors will forget on Thanksgiving
day all of the serious business of
\ wgr. Thoughts will be of home,
It will be a day of meditation for
the men of the great fleets which
are niding the allled natlons In exs
terminanting Prussinnism from the
earth, It will be Americn's first
Thanksgiving In this great world war. At the
tralning statlons, on the ships which patrol the
const lines, In the submarines which move about
a huandred feet below the surface of the water,
and on the great battleships on the high seas
Thanksgiving day Is to be observed as It never
before has heen by the boys and men who are
dedicating thelr lives to Amerien's eause. It will
not be merely & day of sensuous plensures, of
stuffing oneself with foods to plense the taste;
rather It will be a day of mental Inspiration, of
a spiritual gratifiention, of thoughts of home and
those who are dear,

In & genernl way the storles of how Thanksgliv.
ing 18 observed In the two branches of the Amer-
fcan fighting forcea do not differ, Soldiers who
are yet ln this couniry will perhaps be glven fur-
loughs so thnt they can be with thelr families or
other relatives on Thanksgiving day. Sallors and
marines who are detalled to the tralning statlons
hnu be Invited out for the day or they may gather
fn the blg mess halls for a program. But the lads
'who are far away from thelr loved oues, those
who are on the high sens, will experience a feels
ing entively new to them, And It is going to have
a tremendously Important Influence, too. Per-
hiaps you have wondered some time or other why
the tight-fitting blouse, the black handkerchlef,
and his saucy Nttle white eap seem o give the
Juckle n more youthful appearnnce than the khakl
or olive drab do to the soldier,

+ It is not a deception resulting rrom a marked
difference In the uniforms. Rather this apparent
boyish appearance of the jackles In eomparison
with the soldlers I8 a reality. The jackies nre
gust boys—the brightest youth of America, who,
before they have attained thelr manhood, are
offering thele lives to make this country secure
from Prussianiasm and to establish peace through-
out the world,

! A spirit of youth permeates the United States
vy—an atmosphere which perhaps I8 not to be
in the army. Most of the boys, who are
trained to man the battleships, and the
ity of those who already have wmet the Ger
in sea battles, are searcely out of thelr

There I8 a fascination for the sea, for the
rlence of moving about on the waters and be-
Ing constantly In danger of attack from benenth
sen or by hostile ships—a something which
a peculiar charm for Ameriean youth. And
®0 it In that the Amerlcan nuvy 18 composed of
| great host of young men—youth who seek ad-
wenture, those who are eager to avenge the ter
rible atrocitles wrought by Germany,

Months huve passed since many of these young

tronaformed In an incredibly short time

schoolboys to fighting men-o'-wars'-men, left

r mothers and thelr fathers to jJoin other

youths In protecting our country from the ruv-
ages of n barbarian foe, Thelr activities have
been so strenuons that few have had the time or
the inclination to meditate about thelr homes, But
sl of these hoys huve bheen separnted from thelr
own people long enough to glve them a sincere
fenging 1o visit aguin hometown and to see mother.

Men of the army are betler able to combat a
feeling of homesickness than the Juckies can be-
enuse the soldiers huve come, ns & general rule,
grom the offices, from the cares of business, from
eolleges, nnd from sltuntions which have, Iu thelr
wery nature, separated the men, more or less,
from thelr family Interests. Should this state-
' sound exnggerated and false let me amend

somewhat. The soldiera probably are more
mecustomed to nbsenee from home than are the

w boys, most of whom came directly from the

gence of thelr mothers and who are all by

ves for the first time In thelr carvers, cons
fronting some of the bigger problems of life.

And so It in that this Thanksgiving the many
thorsands of Americun boys who are fighting in
the first Mne of defense nre golng to experience a
great mentnl awnkening—a  spiritual  change,
which might not have come to them under normal
conditions untll they were much older in years
and experfence. It will be perhaps thefr first
Thaoksgiving day on which they have actually
taken the time to meditate over the blesstags for

P& ww should glve thanks.
The z probubly have not previously had oc-

to appreciate the home influcace. They
refolce In the koowledge that the United
tes now his & Bovy which messures up to the
1o the world, They will be glad becnuse they
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know thut this country 18 siding the alled nations
In exterminanting so-called “kultur” and In estab-
lHshing peace on eurth for centuries at least. The
boys will glve thanks because they have been
privileged to glve their services, thelr money for
Liberty bonds and thelr llves, If necessary, to
bring to a close this worst struggle of all the ages.

At the noval stations elnbornte programs hoye
been prepared. Mrs. Willlam A. MoiTett, wife of
the commandant of Great Lakes naval tralning
station, enrly concelved the lden of giving a blg
Thanksgiving dinner to the 20,000 boys now train-
ing there, Actuated by her splendid mother spirlt,
Mrs, Moffett confided her wish to some of her
friends,

“Can't we do something to bring home a little
closer to the hoys for Just one day?" Mrs. Moffett
asked, “Many of the young boys actunlly need to
pass Thanksgiving In a real home—they hnve been
separnted from thelr own people so long thut their
hearts are ealling out for a glimpse Into & home
where there s a mother, father, some nolsy
chlldren and home-coonked food™

Mra. Moffett’'s (den quickly became popnlar. A
commlittee was formed to secure the hoys who
were to pocept the scores of Invitatlons from Chl-
engonns and other hospltable people along the
north shore of Lake Michigan whoe showed o de
sire to entertaln the fnckles on Thanksgiving day.
Chaplain Charles W. Moore lent his ald In select-
fng the boys for the Invitations, More than 1,000
young men were granted lberty to vislt the homes
where they are guests of honor for a real Thanks-
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giviug dinner. Most of the boys are to be wiken
to church services before the dinner, Automoblle
rides and other forms of entertninment constitute
the aftersoon program, Probably every boy will
feel an IMpualse to write a message to mother.

What is helug donesut Great Lakes, where the
largest nuval tmining station of the world is lo-
ented, Is typleal of the prograoms at the other
training =tations,

On every battleship gunrding our const lines, in
every submarine craft which bears Ameriean
snllors, or every other ship manned by the blue-
Juckets at least a portlon of Thanksgiving day will
be devoted to meditation. Religious services will
be held on many of the ships,

Turkey dinners with several eourses, topped off
with lee erenm or other delieacies, are to be
served to all of the navy men, And as they ent
the hoys will appreciate as never before the sig-
nificance of Thanksgiving and the turkey dinner.
They will better understand the hardships which
the Pilgrims endured in order that they might
estahlish a people who should be at llberty to
worsghip as they saw fit.

And ns they think of the fortitude of the men
who fought hunger, snd eold, and disease, and
death In order that somewhere there should he a
country where people could be assured of liberty,
the inckies sincerely offer up thelr gratitude to
the power which has made It possible for them
to ald In preserving this nation from the loss of
that priceless liberty.

Rome In the days of Augustus was a city of
more than 1,000,000 persons, and it did not have a
slngle hospltal,

The cley was bullt mainly of brick, with narrow,
tortuons streets, But it had some broad and
well-paved thoroughfares, the faushionable avenue
belng the famous Applan way, which was the
metropolitan terminus, so to spenk, of one of the
greant military roads that radiated from Rome as
n center to all parts of the emplre.

The houses of the rich, and even those of the
fairly wellsto-do, were supplled with running wa-
ter. No modemn system of agqueducts surpassed
that of anclent Rome, and the water was dis-
tributed to dwellings by underground plpes that
furnished the fluld through lead plpe connections
to tanks elevated on plllars nt regular intervals
along the street. From these tanks lead plpes
carried the water to the houses on elther side,
which were provided with faucets and basins ke
our houses of today,

Thin In liself Is a very Interesting fact, becnuse
oven two centuries ngo there was no such nde-
quate sys=tem of water supply for elties anywhere
In the clvilized world. In respect of this Import-
ant ftem of elvilization, the destruction of Rome
by war put the world back ahout 1,800 years.

When Jullus Caesar first vislted Alexandria in
Egypt, the occaslon on which he wans captured by
the Greek charms of Cleopatra, he found there so
complete nan underground  water-supply system
that the elty seemed “hollow underneath.”

The aquedncts of anclent Rome, substantial re
malns of which stlll exist, supplled numerous
street fountains, at which the people drank, and,
much more Important, the enormons bath bulld-
ings, erected and malntained at fabulous expense
by varlous emperaors,

There were no street lamps, Soldlers employed
as policemen carried torches through the stroeets,
It wag a method corresponding nearly to that In
use In European cities a couple of centuries ago.

Stoves wers unknown and dwellings were hent-
eod with braglers of charconl. Olive oll Inmps and
candles of tw'low and wux furnlshed domestie il-
lumination, Hounse furnitnre—sofas, chalra, bead-
stends and whnt not—mueh resembled In pattern
what we have today, and for the rich was no less
luxurious.

Graln was ground by watermilis and windmmills
Roats on the Tiher earrled mill wheels that were
driven by the eurrent of the river. Chlckens were
hatched by Incubntors on n greant seale for mnrket,
Tee obtalned fromy monntain helghts was stored
In sammer time for winter use,

A blg book might be written about the “modern

WHAT WAR DID TO ROME

convenlences” enjoyed by the anclent Romans.
They were wiped out, together with nearly every-
thing thnt was worth while In the way of clvillza-
tion, by barbarous tribes, whose notion of war-
fare was “frightfulness” carrled to the ultimate
extent. These tribes were largely the ancestors
of the present-day Germans. What they are to-
day they were then. And what they did to Rome
and to the elvillzaticn of which Rome was the
dominant center put back the progress of the
world just about elghteen centurles.

An Odd Fish-<The Sea Horse

If mermalds were no bigger than some falries,
they might have horses to ride. The sea horses
are crentures familiar enopgh, though most people
hiave never seen one allve. Summer visitors at
the seashore find them for sale—very dead, and
dried—at shops that speciplize In marine curlos.

The sen horse (naturalists say) Is one of the
most anclent of fishes, It I8 one of nature's
oddest Imitations—a “camouflage,” so to spenk.

It has n horsellke head, and Its bhody s =o
shaped ns to resemble the neck of that quadro-
ped. Bu really, when one comes to examine It
the thing It counterfelts Is the “knight” plece of
the cheashonrd,

The see horse has a tubellke snout, at the end
of which are the mouth and Jaws, Its head Is
topped by a sort of coronet. Clad In a completa
sult of armor plates, it cunnot flex (ts body like
other fishes, and Ity finless tnll 18 of no use for
locomotion

It feeds on small shelmps and other erusta-
ceans. Occaslonally, uncolling Its tall from the
supporting plant, It swims slowly, not like other
fishes, but nlways in u vertleal position, its bnek
fin vibrating mpldly.

Like other fishes, the sea horse PISSessSes an
nir-bladder, which {8 nlwaya distended by n quan-
tity of gas w0 exactly adjusted for equilibrium
that, iIf n single bubble no larger than the bend
of a smull pin be extraected, the crenture falls to
the bottown and must erawl ahout untl) the wonnd
2 henled and o fresh supply of gas has been
secreted.

But the most remarkable polnt abont the xen
horse 1s that the male Is provided with an ex-
ternnl stomaeh-pouch, In which, at the muting sen-
son, the femnle deposits her eggs. The linlug
memhrine of the pouch seeretes a nutritious fuld
on which the young, when hatched, are fisd. When
they are hig enough to tnke core of themselves,
the fathe: sea horse rubs his stomseh ngainst a
winkle shell or some other convenlent ohject, und
by this means forces them out lnto the water,

PRO.ITS BY LAPSED
APPROPRIATIONS

STATE TREABURY 18 BENEFI
CIARY OF UNUSED MONEY

NEWS FROM STATE CAPITAL

ftams of Varied Interest Gathered
from Reliable Sources
at the State
House

State Auditor W. H.
given out a statement which he has
prepared for his blennlal report, show-
ing the state treasury is enriched
$164652 by appropriations which
were made by the leglslature of 1016
and which were not used. The appro-
priations lapsed Into the treasury and
can be used to tide over the stata's
general fund, which has been growing
low, until new taxes begin to pour in.

The largest appropriation to lapse
was for §60,000, made to Indemnify
the owners of lve stock who lost
stock through the Inroads of the foot
and mouth disease, which was causing
alarm over the country at that time.
The foot and mouth disease outbreak
did not extend to Nebraska.

Over $32,000 of the sum appropri-
ated for state-ald bridges lapsed Into
the treasury, and the state superin-
tendent allowed $13,318 of his funds
to lapsa, The superintendent’'s funds
for the present blennlum are large
enough to permit him to pay out for
the purpose which the 1915 appropria-
tion was made,

Following 18 the Hat of the larger
appropriations and the amount which
lapsed:

Smith has

] Approprintion  Lapsed

Legisintive expenses, - $ 2.442.00
Governor's oflice 1,748.00
Auditors office. ., 51,771.00
Attorney genernl, 5 250100
Land commissloner, ... v
Btate superintendernt,. 16,318.00
Bupreme court,..ii.... 1.588 !
Iallwiy commission... LASD.0D
Board of health,.,..... 15,7¢0 1,954.00
Live stock commisslon 606,160
Printing bureau....... 31,700
Labor bureau.,... 14,180
State Hbhrary ..,.. . 15, 000
State-nid bridge.. «« 100000
Historieal soclety...... 40,000
Banking board......... 74500
Prevention of foot and

mouth disease, . ..... 50,000
State farm paving..... 36,000 2,067.00
Board of mediation.,.. By GO0, 00
Pump lrrigation....... 15,000 2,708.00

Alleges Defrauding of State

In & letter to Attorney General Wil-
lis E. Reed, Governor Neville calls at-
teption to the alleged defrauding of
the state in the sum of about $1,000
by padding the record of meals furnish-
ed companles of the Nebraska National
Guard during the mobilization last
apring,

The proprietor of a Lincoln restau-
rant is named by the governor as the
man said to have thus defrauded the
gtate, The man is already under ar-
rest by federal authorities, and await-
ing trial in federal court, on the charge
of defrauding the government in the
same way after the state troops were
musterced into United States service.

Three vouchers are sald by Gover-
nor Neville to have been issued for
amounts in excess of the price of
meals actually furnished certain com-
panies of the Bixth Nebraska when
those units were being held in Lin-
coln for the muster. The total fraud-
ulent excess Is alleged to be $1,000,

No Special Thanksgiving Menu
There will be no special Thanks-

giving dinners for some 10,000 in-

mates of the fifteen state institutions

To Promote Vocatlonal Education

State Superintendent Clemmons, &
members of the board crealed by the
last legislature, has fssued a statement
showing how the sum of $1,100,000 will
be distributed among public schools of
Nebraska during the next ten years to
promote vocational education.

Under the Smith-Hughes act of con-
gress, provislon Is made for educa
tion In trades, industrial or manual
training, home economlcs and agricul-
ture. Nebraska being an agricultural
state, the most money will be spent
nlong these lines,

Country schools, especially the con-
solidated and rural high schools, will
recelve strong support In all branches
mentioned except trndes, which belong
more particularly to the sphere of city
pchools,

For every dollar the United States
govéernment gontributes to the main-
tenance of such instruction and train-
ing. the state must furnish an equal
amount.

For agricultural education the total
amount to be expended is $617.000; for
trades, manual training and home eco-
nomics, $268,180, and for vocational
subjects, $236,000,

Must Give Registration Number

Ownpers of automoblles may on and
after November 24 pay license feos to
aounty treagurers If a plan evolved by
Secretary of State Pool is carried into
effect. Mr. Pool has writien county
treasurers as follows: ""You may he
occasionally requested to take license
money for 1918 automaobile plates ba-
fore the present year closes, In order
to assist you and at the sama time aec-
commodale those who desire (o pay
early, I have thought best to advize all
county treasurers that berinning No
vember 24 you may send to this otfice
the 1018 applications but they must be
inclosed In a separate envelope which
is plainly marked on the outside “For
1818"" Do not send any to us prey-
fously to November 24 as we will not
be prepared to handle them. Also, In
avery instance you must give the reg-
fstration number that Is to be renewed,
otherwise the appleation will be re
turned to youn. If you will take up the
question of dealer plates immediately
with the dealers and have them renew
and you will gend thelr applications to
us in & separate envelope as s00on as
you receive them, it will assist us ma.

| terlally in being ready to send out the
| dealer plates by the first of the year,

Be sure to make your orders for 1918
specific.”

State Exempt from the Tax

A certificate to be used by state of
ficers and employes for presentation to
raflroad ticket agenta {s being printed.
The certificate etates that the ticket
was bought for the use of the state of
Nebraska and not for private purposes,
and i{s exempt from the tax imposed
by the federal act of October 3, 1017.
These certificates will be used later
by the railrond companies to explain
to federal inspectors why a revenue
tax was not collected on the sale of
rallroad tickel. The federal law im-
poues a war tax of § per cent upon
tickets for transportation by rall and
a tax of 10 per cent upon sleeping car
tickets. Five thousand printed certifi-
cates of this nature are to be printed
for the use of state officers and em
ployes traveling on state business,

lssues State Mineral Leases

Al a recent meeling of the state
board of educational lands and funds
thirty-one mineral leases were issued
to applicants. Most of these cost the
applicants a fee of $3, of which $1 s
the fee necessary to obiasin a mineral
lease to an entire section of state land.

under the direction of the state board | Although all these lands are under

of control, it has been announced, as
a measure of war economy.

With prices of foodstuffs going
higher and some of the institutions
facing deficit bacause of the cost of
living, Commissioner Mayfleld, writing
to all of the superintendents of the in-
stitutions, notifies the heads that no
warrants will be approved for custom-
ary Thanksgiving delicacles,

Not only will the board taboo the
usual Thanksgiving dinner, It Is stated
in the letter, but there is a possibility
that the usual! Christmas festivitiea
will have to be eliminated this year.

Color blindness, which impairs the
vision of a rallroad man to such an ex-
tent that he can not distinguish the
correct tinta of lantern and flag sig-
nnls ueed in the movement of tra‘n
locomotives, is declared by the Ne-
braska Supreme court to constitnte
total loes of sight in both eyes, entit-
ling the afflicted workman to full re-
covery under the disabllity clause of
an insurance poliey
Urgent Need for Firemen

The radio branch of the navy at Lin-
coln I8 about to close up, Naval Re-
orulting Officer Brady has received
word that nope need apply for enlist-
ment in this departmeéent unless they
are exceptionally well qualified for
this branch of service. A large num-
ber of students who wished to recelve

| the experience in this branch enligted

in the radio service and the branch
was not long In filling up

Officer Brady. of the naval station,
aowever, says that there is an urgent

need for 2,000 firemen In the navy,

Bcables Quarantine Lifted

Owing t» tne world shortage of
ments and the national food admin-
latratior.’s %esire to encourage the pro-
duction of beef and pork anima's, the
Nebraska live stock sanitary board has
ralled off the scablies quarantine for
cate which has been in effect in the
northweatern part of the state for ten
yoears. Cattle may now be shipped

freely from the terrilory referred to.
I'he state vetorinarian’'s office says
this {8 1 war measure along the lines
recommended by federal authorities

prior leases, the state board alleges
it has power to {ssue other leases cov-
ering the subsoil on these ¢ame tracts.
The greater portion of the leases were
Issued to persons who hope to specu-
late in the chances of finding ofl on
state lands, and the balance are given
to potash speculators.

Fuel for State Institutions

Heavy shipments of coal, sufficdent
to guard aguinst any possible shortage,
are now on their way lo siate institu-
tlons, according to word which the
board of control has received from E.
E. Howell of Omaha, the state pur-
chasing agent. The shipments include
state penltentiary, 27 cars; Lincoln
insane hospltal, 17 cars: Reatrice in-
stitute for the feeble-minded, 10 cars:
Omaha school for the deaf, § cars:
Nebraska City school for the blind, §
cars; Orthopedic hoepital and home
for dependent children, 8 cars: girl's
industrial school, 3 cars; Milford home
for women, 3 cars; Milford soldiers’
home, 3 cars,

War Courses at State University

"War courses” will be introduced by
the University of Nebraska as a means
of giving the boy and girl back home
a chance to work on the farm and
keep up their school work at the same
time.

Beginning December 8 a special ge-
mester of schoo! will open In practi-
cally every department. This semes-
ter will dismiss early In the spring be-
fore planting operations and avory
student who completes the course will
recelve crodit for one semester, or one-
half of an entire year's work,

At the same time comes the an-
nouncement that the Christmas vaca-
tion at the state unlversity will he
shortened one week, and other vaca-
tions proportionately, cutting off two
weeks at the end of the university
year,

The special semester will be inde
pendent of the regular school year and
will last seventeen weeks, clozing ear
Iy In April, The school of agriculture
at the state farm will bhold a special
sesslon at the same time but ft will
Iast thirteen weeks, closing early in
March




