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AUITRALIAN SALT-BLSH CUT FORPKHAY

The world needs more wool and
fo obtain the necessary supply of
this commodity the country must
raise more wool producers —there
should be a flock of sheep on
every farm——="—"""

HE  remarkable  success
aclileved by Mr, ¥, €, Manstiold of
Endieott, Washington, In fatien-
Ing Feveral hundred hend of sheep
on  the Austealion salt-bush  has
created un Ioterest o this onece
denplaed weod, which [« rapidly
spreading  throughout  the  north-
west  states, One resylt of Mr.
Mansfleld’'s experiment 18 that other
farmers on whose apores the weed
grows have come to look upon what was for-
merly considered absolutely worthless Innd ns n
renl bonsnza, and they are now preparing to
furtt thelr attentlon from the ralsing of hogs and
wheat te sheep, with the assurance that, under
ordinary conditions, they can hardly fall short of
Mr. Mansfield's guccess, They soe opensil before
them what Is proctically a virgln fleld of sheep
ralsing, offering wonderful possibilities,

A# soon ns the vilue of the salt-bush as a for
nge crop become genernlly known it nndowhtedly
will be cultlvated in other sections of the West.
As n matter of fact, 1t I8 now found along ull the
highways from Arizonn to Washington, but very
few people know Its true nnme and fewer know
that It Is n valuable plant. In eastern Oregon It
Is genernlly known as the Pendleton flood weed,
and has been looked upon ns such a pest that
there Is a Inw In the state agoinst allowlng it to
go to seed,

According to Mr., Mansfield, however, It is8 real
Iy of more value to eastern-Oregon than the al-
falfa plant, for not only Is it a fur better feed for
wheep, but It will grow on the most arid lund,
nnd practleally requires no attention after once
getting a stand, as it grows In hard, firm soll bet-
ter than on loose, well-cultivated land,

Mr, Mansfield's experience, ns related by him to
the writer, who was fortunnte to visit the farm
at a time when a thousand head of sheep had Just
been turned into a new pasture of the saltbush,
when the accompanylng photogruphs were taken,
reids almost llke a falry story,

For severnl years Mr. Mansfield farmed 3,000
acres of land, nll of which was wheat land
with the exception of 150 acres, which vere sub-
irrigated alfalfa lund, Floally the land became so
foul with Russian thistles and Jim HIl mustard,
that this, together with the high cost of labor nnd
the low price of wheat, mnde it lmpossible for

revently

DECIPHERING WORLD’S OLDEST LOVE LETTER AT
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1K world's oldest love letter and the

world's oldest map, #o0 far found—these

are two Interesting discoveries just hrought

to light by Dr. Stephen Herbert Langdon
of the University of Pennsylvanla's Museum of
Arts and Belences,

The love letter, on a tablet of clay, was, accord-
ing to Doctor Langdon, written about the time of
the patriarch Abroham,

It 1a true that in the translation romance gives
way to commercialism, but nevertheless there U]
nothing of the kind in any other museum. The
tablet was decipbered and transiated by Doctor
Ungnad.

Personnl letters of this type written by the
anclent are generally found Inclosed in clay en-
velopes, #0 fashioned that while they cover the
writing completely and hold the tablet ltself se-
wure they do pot obliterate the symbols, but rather
protect them,

80 much for the love letter, but Doctor Lang-
«don, lending Sumerinn scholar of all time, seems
much more Interested In the anclent Buabylonlan
map which be has just finished reading,

The map proves conclusively that the compre-
hensive clty planning, heard so much of In recent
yeurs, l.l‘almoal o8 old na civilization.

Not only did the Babylonlans plan the bullding
of thelr towns and clties, but, according to this
map or dingram, they Iald out villages :nd ham-
lots along preconcelved plans to give residents
“all the advantages of city life”

Nothing ke the map Just discoversd at the
university ever has been found before by arch.
eologists, and evidently It Is only one of many. If
it can be tuken ns a falr sample of the fore
thought exercised by anclent Babylon In bullding
up her outlylng domnins, then the whole country
must have been connected by the most elnborate
system of canals in the history of the world,

Babylon had no telephone or telegraph, but for
cortain fundrmentnl purposes of protection it had
“sgomething fust as good” For Doctor Langdon
has teansloted some of the numerous small ine
seriptions on the tablet bearing the wap to indl-
ente that the partieulnr section here deseribed
was 80 lald out that persons living In uny part of
it conld hear the blowing of n horn from the cen-
tral commen. It was nn old custom In the sountry
to blow n horn At a certnln season of tae year,
after which grazing was no longer permitted. The
reason for this 18 lost in nntlquity, but exatulon-
tion of other tublets at the museum some duy mny
vevenl It

The exact nge of the map I not definitely
known. Doctor Langdon belleves It was mnde In
the Cassite period, nbout 1,800 yeurs before Chirist,
Concerning the horn-blowing custom, Doctor Lang-
don suys: “The map throws o welcome  llght
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him to longer continue In the growing of wheul
wlone without also keeping live stoek to help pay
the living expenses.

Accordingly, two years ngo, he declded to In-
vest In a flock of sheep, and It was while driving
these home that he mude the discovery which he
has since turned to such good aceount.

Along the rond near the Mansfield farm the
salt-bush grew In abundance, and to Mr. Mans-
field's ifinlte surprise the sheep began feeding
upon It greedily. He figured upon the spot that
he had destroyed 500 worth of good sheep feed
that year, besides wasting n great deal of labor,
In trylng to get rid of the weeds.

Last summer he pustured his entire flock of
LW sheep on the salt-bush with the most ns-
tonishing results. The sheep were not only ex-
ceedingly faot, but thelr wool was of a superior
quality. Several nelghboring farmers with small
flocks of sheep followed Mr. Mansfleld's experl-
ment and thelr sheep, also, were In much better
shape than those that were tuken to the moun-
talns durlng the summer, '

During a perlod of two weeks lnst summer Mr,
Mansfleld's flock of 1,000 sheep was kept on less
than five aeres of ground that was growlng Aus-
tralinn salt-bush, nnd they did not ¢lean the fead
all up at that., These five acres of land were two
feed ynrds where he hnd fed stock for years and
consequently they grew an lmmense amount of
the weed, but ordinarlly dry laod which practieal-
Iy will not grow anything else, will produce this

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

npon un obseure law In the great law code of
Buabylonin, which bears the name of Hammurabl.
In It we have reference to the custom of hlowing a
horn at the vilinge gates to notify the shepherds
on the plains that the grazing season was over.
These rurnl villages In which the peasunts cons
gregated from the surrounding plain appeared to
have been so arranged that the village buglers
were able to make the shepherds and farmers
hear the sound of the horn In every part of
Babylonin.

“The rural life of anclent times In this historie
Iand has here a visual commentary,” Doctor Lang-
don adds, “and we see how the peasants lived to- o
gether In villages, having village commons for
thelr flocks and a municipal marsh to furnish a
moit necessnry article of domestic life, the cane
reed. Assuming that the orientation of the map
I8 the ordinary one employed In other Babylonian
maps, one s able to trace the several foatures of
the country and thele detalls, The skeleton of the
plan Is made by the eanal which enters from the
northenst corner of the district, flows south-south-
west and turns in o rough parabolle curve, to re-
treat ot the same angle toward the north-north-
west, At the center of the distriet marked by the
end of the parnbola enter from the south-
east and southwest corners two capals which
unite with the main ennal.

Inscriptions on the tablet give the nnmes of the
varlous ennnls, the villuges and hamlets. Thus In
the extreme northeast corner I8 the town of Bit
Kar Nusku, and the northenst wing of the canal,
on which this town les, 1s ealled Narbiltl, or
“Canal of the Burden,” Indieating that agricultural
and other products were carried upon It.

“This nnme and others” says Doctor Langdon,
“show that these cannls were arterles of trade
ax well s Streams to supply the flelds with water,
The town Kar Nusku s mentioned In temple ne-
counts of the city of Nippur as supplying sheep
nand graln for the support of the temple priests.
In the northwest corner, on the left branch of the
eanul, is the town of Hamrl, also mentioned in the
aceounts of the temple at Nippur, Therefore, the
northwest branch of the «nnnl baars the nrme
Nar Hamrl, Actording to references In Assyvriun
Inseriptions, hamro designsies n place where the
cult of the fire god wns estahlished.”

Another ennual bore the neme of Belsunu, a rich
mun. whose estate is supplied with water for lrei-
gation purpeses, Unfortuvately, the estate Itsel?
Iny outside the Hmits of the map, so it I8 Impos-
sible to get any deseription of Belsunu’s cofintry
house,  In the opinlon of Doctor Loangdon the
polut of ehlef interest In tha mind of the unclent
wup-maker wns the conelike space at the end of
the parnboln, whieh s about the center of the
map. The tollowing (nseription dx cut Into this
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AALASTICALLIAY SALT-BLUSH RASTLRLE~

SHOWIYG HEAVY FOLIAGE OF THE JALT-BUSN
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weed, Later In the summer Mr.
Munsfield made some hay of the
weetdl, but on necount of the
senrcity of lnbor was not ahle to
lmul it In out of the shock. He
hadl to turn his sheep throngh
this hay to the stubble field,
where there was plenty of other
pusture, and they would stop and
ent this hay. They cleaned It
all up and suved the trouble of
hauling It in.

Mr, Muonsfield is not only very
enthusiastie nbout the saltbush
us a food for sheep, but helloves
it 1s good feed for other stock
also, Hogs, enttle and horses, he
stutes, ent It soon, and he be-
lHeves that they would learn to
like It as well s the sheep do if
they were confined a short time
Sheep, he adds, must be confined on it n
day or two before they relish It, Then they go 1o
It with avidity. They do not, however, eul
enough of It to moke them siek and dle, ns they
do on alfilfn and a great many other plants, but
they get execeedingly fot on Ik

The Australinn saltbush is described as a much-
branched perenninl, which forms a thick mat over
the ground n foor or 18 inches I depth, the
brinches extending from flve to elght feet] one
plant often covering an area of 15 to 20 squore
feet. The leaves are nbout an Inch long, broadest
at the apex, coarsely toothed nlong the margin,
floxhy and somewhat mealy on the outside. The
fruits are tinged with red, flattencd und pulpy,
but become dry as soon as they fall from the
plant. The seeds germinate hetter If sown on
the surface, which should be. planked or firmed
by driving a fluck of sheep across it. When cov-
eredl to uny depth the seeds decay before germl-
nation.

The plant will grow on black alfalfa land that
is really of no value for anything else on earth.
Mr. Muansfield states that there are millions of
acres of such land In the United States, which, if
sown to this seed, undoubtedly would keep sheep
enough to produce more wool and mutton than s
now raised in the entire United States

Mr. Mansfield adds that If cut for hay the salt-
bush should he eut while the branches are soft
and tender, and the second crop wlll muke con-
slderable pasture and re-seed the grouad.
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upon an obscuare Ilaw in the great
part of the iablet:

“Field between the canals, the contents (7) are
elght gul (o measure of aren in the Cassite and
Assyriun Inseriptions) field of the palace.”

“Therefore the mapmaker wished to give an ne-
curnte drawing of the field belonging to the royal
estates,” suys Doctor Langdon, “and we may ns-
sume that he did his work at the king's Injune-
tlon, and that the tablet hns come down to u#
from the roynl archives at Nippur. The Casslte
kings nominally held court at Babylon, as the
capital of Babylonin,

Forests were unknown in southern Bahylon,
and the natives had to use reeds for making bns-
kets, houschold furniture, firewood, hedges and
even for the writing stylus. Accordingly, a mu-
nleipal marsh was an essentianl, and one I8 shown
on the map at the unlversity museum. Another
fenturd of no Hitle significunce, which sheds light
for the first time on the origin of the customs that
sprung up In the middie ages of endowing mon-
asterles with estates to provide for thelr tables,
I8 the “field of the table of the Barn priest.” On
this phase of the dingram Doctor Langdon says:

“The Baru priest was the seer of the Babylon-
inns, whom they Invarviably consulted about all
future events, This learned priesthood was nt-
tached to all the great temples and, as we see
here, owned ynluable landed estates. The ldea
of a state-supported order of seers seems pre-
posterous to us, for divination Is considered f1-
legnl, but Babylonian religion was supercharged
with mngle and mystery. Kings and laymen un.
dertook no important tasks, launched no Impor-
tant ventures, without consulting these sages of
the liver omens, of oll omens und of every con-
celvable kind of divination. They formed an lm-
portant purt of the priesthood, and hence we find
them on our map In poksension of estates more
valuable than those of the king hlmself,

“In the extréme corner of the northwestern parl
of the distriet Ia the village of Hamrl, situnted in

law code of

Rome wag not bullt In a day; but
vour Unele Bmn has on his payroll &
uniformed patriot, a sort of supercon-
trnctor, who In five months has bullt
10 Nttle Romes In the United States of
Amerlen, a feat that takes [ts place In
the annnls of Ameriean history as one
of the most remarkable achievements
of the world’s greatest republic, an en-
gineering enterprize of modern times,
rivaling In every wuy the work of Gen-
ernl Goethals In bullding the Panamn
eannl.

»  This man who has bullt towns over
night Is Col. Isane W. Littell, quarter-
muster corps, war department, In
charge of the construction of the can-
tonment enmps for the training of the
gelectlve army now going Into eamp.
To get o comprehensive ldea of the
wonderful work under the direction of
Colonel Littell, acting as the repre-
sentutlive of the secretary of war, one
has but to make s few comparisons

8, G,
Amerea,

ton Is greater than the city of El Fnso,

with cities of corresponding size In the states where the eantonments have
been loented many of the cnmps are ns large as the nearby cltles,
The cuntonment at Wrightstown, N, I, honses a popuiation almost eqial
to the entire resident populntion of Atlantic City.
ut Columbin, 8. @\, are more than two-thirds the population of Charleston,
Two eantonments the slze of Camp Mende at AnnapolissJunction, Md,
would mitke a second city of Wilmlngton, Del,, home of the powder Kings of
The new camp at Fort Riley, Kan,, mobilizes at that point & new
city as big us Topeka In point of populution,

The 40,000 men under roof

Texus' enmp at Fort Sam Hous-
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a year,
the bank or his other Interests, but only was giving up his active work with
them for the time being to devote his time to the government.

Frank A. Vanderlip, president of
the National City bhank of New Yook,
has entered upon his duties as ¢halre-
man of the special committee appolint-
ed by Secretary of the Treasury Me-
Adoo to englneer the sale of §2,000,-
000,000 of war savings certificutes, pro-
vided for in the $11,538,000,000 bond
and certificate bill.

Mr. Vanderllp was at one time n
reporter amd later financlal editor of
the Chieago Tribune,

His headquarters will be In the
treasury department, and he expects
to spend about four days a week In
Washington while engaged in the work
of flonting the war snvings certificates.
The remainder of his time he wlill
spend In New York looking after his
duties as president of the Natlonal
Clty bank.

As chnirman of the war savings
fertificutes commlittee he will receive a
silary from the government of $£1

My, Vanderllp emphasized that he was not giving up his place with

I CARES FOR SOLDIERS’ COMFORT I

“Begin shipplng at once one and
one-hnlf million each knltted mutllers,
swenters, socks and wristlets. These
are desperately needed before cold
weather.”

This Is part of a cable mesgsgge
which was rushed to Red Cross head-
quarters in Washington the otlier
month. It was sent by Maj. Grayson
M. P. Murphy, head of the Red Cross
commission in France, which Is finding
out exactly the needs of the men in the
trenches,

An Interviewer sped across the
open grounds of the state, war and
navy bullding to the new white haven

out how this order was to be met,
Reallzing that only the recently creat-
ed womun’s bureau could handle such
a demand, its clreumscribed quarters
in the much overcrowded building
were sought.

The new director of the woman's

soldier lad,

“woolles" came from France, the Red

purchases.

of mercy on Seventeenth street to find |

bureau, Miss Florence M. Marshall, sat at a big desk in the midst of secre-
tarles. A knitted sweater meant Christmas for someone in a forelgn land,
a partly made khakl comfort kit bespoke a thought of home care for some

By & happy comblination of circumstances, just before the eable for the

Cross had purchased 1,000,000 pounds

of kunltting wool, to be knitted by American women Into garments to protect
Amerlean soldlers and sallors from cold this winter.
tributed to Red Cross warchouses and sold at lowest possible price to the
chapters throughout the United States. The proceeds from the sales nre
turned back into the treasury of the Red Cross and made avallable for further

This yarn Is being dis-
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MAY BRING PEACE TO WORLD

n fleld which bears no name, perhaps the mu-
niclpal property. South of thig area I8 the fleld in
which we find o villnge with the eurtous name TH |
amel Hass, or Hill of the Fifty Men. The local |
higtory of this town, which would elueldate its (n-
teresting name, I8 unknown. The field {tself benrs
no Inscription apd was probably a villuge mm-!
mon ulso,
Inge properties, The lnrge flold of the tahle of |
the Baru priest |s bounded on the Sorth by thul
canul of the tuble. These numes refer to the
properties settled by royal deeree upon this re
Nglons order for the support of thedr tahle, In
precisely the same winy certain Iads In Europe
becaime the property of monastle orders In th
middle nges'" —Philadelphin Publle Ledger,

—_—e
L

N

A smull conal separates the two vil- |

mny preside over his activities, suys

will assuredly

vxliublt & strong hand,
greatest concelvable task, nccording to this journal, “which 18 to lead the first
gront mllitary power, thus fur alone victorlous on the battleflelds, toward 0
Just and Insting peace by reconclllation,”

The least compromised of Ger-
many's few really clever diplomats, Dr.
Richard von Kublmann, has been re-
cilled from Constantinople and placed
at the head of the ifmperinl forelgn
office. Many observers, both within
and without the German emplre, think
that this young and brilliant diplomnt
has been appointed with & vlew to con-
ducting peace negotintions, and they
point to his residence in Constuntino-
ple, The Hague, and TLondon ns Miely
to render him conversant with the
finer points of the difficu!ties to be en-
countered, and they recall his former
popularity In the British enpltal a8 a
proof of hla scceptability as n medin-
tor by the allles. Tuming to purely
German opinlon, we find that Dr. von
Kublmann {8 suspected by the pans
Germans as being too sympathetie to
England, but by the great majority of
the Germnn press he ls regorded with
admiration and hope. Whatever sise
the Berlin Loknl Anweiger, his polley

Fate has given him a diplomatist's




