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RESIDENT WILRON calledd attention
very  widely | 1S 1o th
o und honornble eusiom of holding an
inwngurnl ball to weleome  the  Dew
prosjdent 1o llds ol Dy
sanctlon the affule Antl owing o
“pressure of official  business™ there
will be no inangurnl bull this year of
1917, In other wolds, Ameplean of
k ficigldom Is in no mowd for gayely
The inaugurnl bull, ¢nys the Kansas
City Star in a historical warticle, Is not o state
function, "““[H'I'i' h) the Natlon, a8 most of the
Nation belleves, Undertanken at first ns o wel
come to the new president by Washington soclety
1t hing become of Inte yeurs the business venture
by which Washington merchants recover tha
money they spend to hang the capltal with bhunting
and hire bands and fireworks to make the ocen
wion lively., While the ball costs o lnrge sum of
money, the profit from the sale of tlekets, priced
nowndnys nt £5, 18 estlimated at 20000, and this
profit Is, distributed smong the men who sub-
Beribed the funds to make the celebration a sue-
Cons,

But the inamugural boll does cost the Nuatlon
something, because It discommodes whatever de-
partment of sinte lends its buollding for the fes.
tivitien, Hecont balls hinve been held (n the pon-
#lon bullding, and a vast deal of trouble and ex-
pense has gone into the organization of thelr
suyely.

There has been balla In the past, ke that state-
Iy Mrst ball that welcomed President Monros,
notable for the brilliance of the nsseriblages, the
beauty and wit and fashion displayed, truly great
social oceaxlons, worthy of the dignity of the ocon-
slon they celebrate. And there have been balls
of which old timers In Washington still  talk,
notnble for the widespreand Inconvenlence they
have caused, For lostance, there I8 the second
Lincoln insmugurntion ball, when Hornce Greeley
lost his hat and staoding on the steps of the
treasury bullding put a curse on the city of Wash.
fngton lurid enough to set fire to the snowdrifts
that blanketed It ; then there Is the ball that wel
comed Pregident Grant, held In a vast pavillon
of muslin, unhented, whose walls swayed to and
fro In an fey blast that froze dalpty enrs and finger
tips—yes, and noses——and put n damper on the
merrymaking not to he forgotten,

March 4, 1800, was the sort of chlll, dump, un-
comfortahle day Washington expects for the pres-
Identinl Inauguration, but In this yeur the Incon
venlences of bad wenther 1o the new lttle eaplial
waore far worse than they eould possibly be today.
The sprawling, ragged, unfinlghed elty had no
pavoments. Honds were so deep In mud that muny
o conch wns mired ax It eurvled s logd of dis-
tinguished persong to witness the inaugural. There
were few hotels and bourding honses, and these
were crowided to suffocntion on the great day.

But the soclety of the eapltul und potables from
far and near were determined to overcome nll
handleaps of weather, for this drear evening was
to mavk the first presidentinl Inougurnl ball,  An
orgmnization of young men, the “Washington
Dancing nssembly,” formed soven yvears hefore,
had the affalr In charge and had gecured the nge
sembly room of Long's hotel on Cupitol hill,

The “four hundred” In Amerien orlginnted with
this frst presidentinl ball,  Washington soclety
represented the best of the Natlon, The Influenee
of the Southern famllles of aristocratie tradition
was strong. ‘There were few people of wenlth,
but many of culture; and socloly wins gay without
oatentation, The men of the doucing anssembly
who drew up the lst of those who wounld be nsked
to buy tickets to the (nnugurnl ball found that
four hundred would Include all persons of breed-
ing and worth,

When George Washington and Thomas Jefferson
were Innugurnted they were glnd fo go early to
bed after the day of ceremonles, but on thix night
ox-President Jefferson, personslly opposed to os-
tentation, appenred In the ballroom promptly at
seven o'clock, the time of It opening.  He came
smlling and happy, glad to see his friead succeed
lllm In the direction of the Nation, happy ot hav-
ing the hufden off his own shonlders, o8 he con
fided to a friend during the evening.

The orchestra played “Jefferson's March” us
the ex-president entered,

“Ama T too early? asked the great Democrnt.
You must tell me how to bhehave, for It I more
than forty yvears since I have been to o bhall”

Soon after the musiclans played “Mudison's
March,”" and the guests flocked nbout the door to
greet the new presldent, o slight, short figure
of u man, whose gray halr was hrushed smoothly
back from his high forchead nnd tied with a black
ribbon, His small hazel eyes were remarkable for
g humorous twinkle, for Mudison, o private life,
enjoyed a good Joke and sprightly banter, His
fong, pendulous nose came low over a long upper
lip. His teeth were noticenhly white and even.

The new presides® wore piain binek, with ruffles
at the throat and wrists, with black smnlls and
silk stockings. There were big sllver buckles on
his shoes.

But it was to Dolly Madison, formerly the fas-
cinating Widow Todd of Philadelpbin, that all
eyes fturnod, The new mistress of the White
House was n center of attruction wherever she
went. Without great beauty of face or figure, she
had a manner which won friends iostantly. Her
rendy tact, her good humor, her vivacity, made her
easily a soclal leader and the best-remembersd
and beloved of the many “Arst ladles™

Mrs, Muedison wore pale bulf velvet made very
platn, with a long traln und no trimmings, Heor
bead was surmounted by o turban from Parls of
pale buff velvet and white satin

When Ameriea's first “four hundred” danced ot
the Wadison ball the ale of the assembly voom be-
came very close and the guests finding they could
not lower the window sashes broke the glnss for
ventilation, That I8 the only recorded Inconven-
jence, mnwide from the unlversal Inconvenlences

refusing to
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these notables experlenced In getting to Washing-
ton, bt the balls held In later years made a less
envinble record. Probably the ball held to cele-
brate the second innuguration of President Lincoln
wus one of the most notable for the aniversal dis-
tress It cnused.

Mury Clemmer Ames, In her book “Ten Years
In Washington,” says of this exciting earnlval ;

“The air throughout the entire bullding was
perfornted with o fine dust, ground until you felt
that you were toking In with every breath a
myriad homeopathle doses of desleeated grind.
stone. The agonles of that ball ean never be writ-
ten. There are mortals dend In thelr graves be-
cause of I, There are mortuls who still curse,
and swear, and sigh at the thought of it. There
are diamonds, and pearls and precious garments
that are nuught to thelr owners beenuse of t. The
scenes in those cloak aod hat rooms cun never
he forgotten by any who witnessed themm. The
colored messengers, called from thelr posts In
the treasury to do duty In these rooms, recelved
hats and wraps with perfect facllity, and tucked
them In loopholes us It hnppened,

“But to glve them back ench to {ts owner, that
was lhmpossible,  Not half of themn could read
numbers and those who could soon grew be-
wildered, overpowered, lll-téempered and Impertl-
nent under the hosts that advanced upon them for
clonks and hats,

"Meture It! Hix or more thousand people
clamoring for thelr clothes! In the end they were
nll tnmbled out ‘promiscoons’ on the floor. Then
cnme the slege! Few selzed their own, but many
snntehed other people's garments—anything, some-
thing, to protect them from the pltiless morning,
whose wind centne down llke the bite of death.
Dellente women, too sensitive to take the property
of others, crouched In corners and wept on win-
dow ledges, and there the daylight found them.
Carriages, also, had fled out of the scourging blast,
nnd men and women who emerged from the mar-
ble hnlls, with very Httle to wear, found that they
must ‘foot It' to their habitations. One gentle-
mnn wilked to Capitol hill, nearly two miles, In
dancing pumps and barchended; another per-
formaed the snme explolt wrapped (o a ludy's son-
ing.

“I'oor Hornce Greeley, after expending his
wrath on the stales and cursing Washington anew
a8 o plaee that should be Immediately bhlotted out
of the unlverse, strode to his hotel hatloss, The
pext day and the next weelh were consumed by
people searching for thelr lost elothes, nnd Gen-
eral Chipman says he still recelves letters de-
manding articles lost ar that Insugueation ball"”

One wonld supposé that the lesson of the Lin-
coln ball would have resulted in grea! reforms
when the Inangnration ball, which welcomed Pres-
fdent Geant, four years lnter, was held, One re-
form was notable, a complete checking system for
wraps was devised, but on this occaslon not a
guest parted with bls wraps! They did not dare,
for ns it was, noses nnd ears were frozen,

The Grant Innugural hall cost $00.000 and great
things were expected of (1. A pavillon 350 feet
long, with a ballroom 300 hy 100 feet, wos hullt
in Judiclury square. This pavillon was made of
Hght boards, roofed with tar paper and <enled
with pluk and white muslin,  “The mighty Amerl-
can engle,” to quate the official report, “spread his
wings over the president’s platform and from his
pinions spread streamoers 100 feet long, enught
ap on elther side by ecopts of wrms.  The prest
dent's reception platform was 60 feet long nnd 30
feet wide. Twelve pllasters supported alternnte
gold figured, red and bhlue stands, which held pots
of blooming flowers, Platform and steps were
richly earpeted and thousands of canary birds
were placed toward the eelling to add their chorus
to the musie, Miekets to this magnificent enter-
talnment cost §20

Then came Inpugurnl day with a blizzard and
cold wave s0 severs that marchers In the Inau-
gural procession dropped by the way, overcome by
eold! The north wind swooped down on the
muslin palace apd rattled lte Abmsy grandeur wne
! the roof wis swasbacked In one place nnd bal-
looned out In another, while the tar paper and

loose bonrds rose ln the gusts and rattled down
far and wide,

Prestdent Oeant recoversd sufficlently from the
exposure of the Inanguration to spend s short thme
at the hall, arviving at 11 o'clock In the evening,
He and s beiliiant salte of guests, many of them
forelgn diplomats, end thelr brilllantly clad ludies

remilued huddled in voluminous wrappings, look-
ing down upon the guests dancing In overconts
and wraps, dancing ke mad in order to keep from
freozing to death,

The capary birds did not sing. They tucked
thelr hegds under thelr wings nnd shivered piti-
fully. The elaborate refreshments froze Into
blocks of fce. The ball ended before midnight.

The first Innugural ball in the pension bullding
wns that held to honor President Cleveland's first
Inauguration, The bullding was then unfinished |
nnd the courtyard was roofed by temporary con- |
struction, elaborately, decornted and lghted hy'
the then new electrle lnmps. The ballroom floor |
was 316 hy 116 feet, and It was crowded., The |
ticket sale for this ball brought In £40,000,

It in plensanter to contemplate more recent in- |
sugural bulls, A notably brilllant ball was that |
which welcomed President MeKinley. It was held
in the penston bullding, and for that night the
buflding was transformed by bunting of white and
gold, Not a particle of woodwork or original dee-
oration of the bullding was left uncovered. Elab-
arate electrie lghting (¢lauborate for 1897) and a
huge fountain were notable features of this ball-
room. Judging by contemporary accounts this |
bill wan a complete success, soclally and finan-
clally.

Mrs, Willlam Howard Taft, in bher charming
book, "Recollections of Full Years,” tells the story
of the last Innugural hall. Mrs. Taft's account of
how the Taft fumily moved Into the White House
is thoronghly captivating because of Its muny bits
of domestic color, blts that find an echo in com-
mon experience everywhere,

It was at the cloge of a very busy day that Mrs,
Taft put herself Into the hands of her nervous
halrdresser and sut looking at her new ball gown,
sprend out on the bed, The ball gown had ar-
rived at the very lnst minute and the new “first
lady" had wondered for several nnxlous days
what in the world she would wear to the hall If
the dressmaker falled her.

!

“It was made of heavy white satin which I had
gent to Tokyo to have embroldered,” writes Mrs.
Taft, “and the people who did the work surely
knew thelr art. A pattern of goldenrod wus out-
lined by a sllver thread and cleverly fitted Intp
the long Hnes of the gown, and no other trim-
mings had been used except some lace with which
the low-cut bodlee was finished., It fitted me ad-
mirnhly and 1 hoped that, In spite of all the mis-
haps In my preparutions, I looked my hest as It
descended from the White House automoblle st
the entranesd of the pension office,

“The penslon office was not butlt for balls, In-
nugurnl or otherwise, and on the evening of March
4, 1900, after a day of melting sleet and snow, the |
entronce was not especially inviting. Nelther was
the dressing room which had been assigned 10‘
me. | suppose that for years it had rung \vitl\|
the cogseleas olick of scores of typewriters and
that Its walls had beheld no more slaborate cos- |
tume than a business blouse and skirt since the
ocension of the last fnnugural ball which had
mnrked the beginnlng of the second Roosevelt
administration, four years before. But as I needed |
to 9o very lttle ‘prinking’ it really dldn't matter |
and 1 quickly rejoined the president and prn-\

|
|
1

ceeded on his arm 1o the presidential box, this
bedng o small round gallery above the maln en-
trance of the great hallroom, which s itself, in
everyday life, the princlpal workroom of the pen-
slon office, |
“A hellliant, sn almos® koleldoscople, scene
spread hefore us, The hall is of tremendous pro
portions, plllared with red marble and with walls
tinted in the same color. Every inch of floor
space geemed to be oceupled, The bright colors
and the gleam of women's gowns wet and elashed |
or harmonlged with the brighter colors of diplo- |
mntie uplforms.  OMeers of the prmy and nnvy In
full regalin met and mingied with the huondreds of
men in the plain black of formal evening dress
It wus n wourderful, glittering throng, more mag-
nificent than any I had ever seen, It was not pos-
gihle to distingulsh individunls except in the space
directly below the box, but there, us | looked down,
I saw n great semicirele of faces—thousnnds, 1t
geetied o ma==smilingly upturned toward us, The
din of humnn volees was terrifie: even the londest
band procurable had ditficnlty In making self
heard. But the sceng was so gay o color, and the
faces that gaxed up at us were so friendly and
happy that 1 felt
whelmed."

| Hke him,
| day In Pittsburgh he Is reported to

elated and not at all over |

REAL RULER OF RUSSIA

nternatiohal Eilm Service

~

A cloth manufscturer I todiy the
renl power beliind the Russinn thilone.
At liis will the eczar lssnes nkases @ind
promulgates decrees. The membersihin
of the cabinet is entirely chunged, the'
traditional and legal order of the Im-
perinl councll completely revolution-
jzod, the dumna prorogued and threat-
ened with dissolution, all becnuse of
the netivitlos of a politieal adventurer
who knows how to mnke use of the
ainlster forces pervading Russion Hfe,
His name {8 Alexander Dmitroviteh
Protopopoff and he Is the czar's min-
ister of the Interior.

A few yenrs ago Protopopofts only
distinetion was the fact that he was
the owner of one of Hussia's lurgest
cloth muanufucturing estnblishments,
Today he holds in his hands the fate
of ministers; the duma fears him;
Russinn democracy hates him and the
allleg are uneasy over his moves, The
fortunes of humnanity nnd clvilizution,

to a certaln extent, depend on the way he will earve Russia’s future polley.
Born In 1866, he recelved a military eduention and served in the cavaley

up to 180, when he restgned,
of Simbirsk, where he devoted himself

He sottled on hig large estate in the province

to business pnd socinl work, Natlonal

politics were foreign to Protopopoff till 1908, In which year he was elected (
the dumn by the octobrists—the party of the center.

Shrewd, persigtent, ambitious, Protopopoff was unlike the standard type
of Russian politiclnn, Hiz qualities, to be sure, could never win him popular

admiration and respect In Russia.
nsleep or slow.

But opportunity never found Protopopoff
When the junior vice preslident of the duma resigned some

years ago Protopopoff was suddenly advanced to fill the vacancy.
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“THE JAPANESE ROOSEVELT”

Baron Shimpel Goto, Japan's grent
medico-statesman, who holds the port-
follo of the interfor in the Terauchi
cabinet, hus sometimes been called the
“Japanese Roosevelt,” He Is the
grandson of Choel Taknno, one of the
ploneer progressives of the latter To-
kugawe period, who was put to death
by the Tokugnwa government for his
denunclation of the policy of exclud-
Ing forelgners. Goto was educnted for
the profession of medicine, and in 1800
he went to Germany, receiving the
M. D. degree from the University of
Berlin.

In Japan he beenme a leading nu-
thority on health and sanitation. He
was sanltary commissioner during the
Japan-China  war. Later he estab-
lished a reputation as an executive
while civil administrator of Formosa,
Hls vigorous administration of that
island won him promotlon and ls-
tinction untll he became known us
Japan's great colonist-organizer,

He dlsplayed ability as the first president

of the South Munchurian rallroad, the company becoming an independent
organ of colonlal administration of Muanchurla,

A very romantic Ineldent marked his enrlier eareer,

His daring Imaginn-

tlon and strong sympathles induced lilm to take part in a quixotic plan to
rescue o former dalmyo from the hands of a bund of supposed persecutors,
The daimyo had been fmprisoned by relntives on the plea of Insanity. Goto's
activitles resulted in his arrest and imprisonment on the oharge of complicity

in obtalning Hegal possession of the lmprisoned nobleman.

were found to be honorable,
position.
ent collengue, Minister Nakajoshi.

But his motives

He was acquitted and restored to his official
It I8 a coincldenee that the judge who examined him was his pres-

LONGWORTH JOKES M’ADOO

—

wears the honor.
law; It 18 he who takes the center of
Longworth i8 one of the most populur members of the house, and is well

lked by his assoclates of hoth partles,
himself well In debate.

Representative “Nlek”™ Longworth
likes to have fun with the secretary
of the treasuary, Mr, McAdoo, and per-
haps there is a bond of sympathy be:
tween them sinee both married prin-
cosses of @ reigning house. Mr, Long-
worth's marriage to Miss Alice Roose-
velt was the great soclal event of the
Roogevelt administration, as was the
wedding of Mr, McAdoo and Miss Wil-
son the most interesting affalr of the
Wilson regime until the president him-
self was married to Mrs, Gult.

At n dinner party recently Longe-
worth and McAdoo were guests, and
when it enme Niek's turn to submit a
few remuarks he ragged the secretury
of the treasury in good-natured fash-
ion.

“I well remomber the time when 1
wns the fair-haired boy,” sald Long-
worth, “when I was the officinl son
in-law. But that time pussed long ago
and now the secretary of the treasury

It 18 he who Is now polnted out as the president's son<in-

the stage. Fame, Indeed, s fleeting.”

He I8 a rendy speaker and can handle

BOLD BOIES PENROSE

Boles Penrose of Penusylvania Is
a bald man, and when he feels like it,
and Is there, he can make himself
very obnoxious to those who do not
At & dinner on MeKinley

have sald that the next time Presi-
dent Wlilson nppenred before the son-
ate to discuss public matters “I will
engage him In solloquy and debate,
in which I shall he strictly within wmy
| rights, ns he Is within his rights in
coming there. Doubtless other sens-
tors will join in the debute, sithough
I shall not nsk them to do =0, 'The
president will be addressed us was
| Washlopgton more than one hundred
vears ago, and 1 think 1 can say that
this second nppearance of Mr. Wilson
will he his last'
The senator sald thnt this was
| what he expected to do If he should
be present; but some of his constitu-
ents do not think he will be there un-

nnnouneed purpose, however, no one

less he breaks his record for nonattendance.

imateshoaal Film Sersice

If he showd carry out his
would enjoy n debste more than the

president, and when It ended the senator from Pennsylvinia probably would

l know that there hoad been a fAght.




