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IFTEEN minutes of twelve |
A brief quarter of an hour Inter
and all the town bells would be
mndly ringiong; the fuctory whis-
tles would he tooting: bhorns would
ghrill raucously; the restiess crowds
murging almlessly through the streets
would raise volees In the hysterical
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pandemonium that customarily wikes |

the dylng year Into extinetion,

“Then,” anld Myrtle the telephone
girl to herself, “then my busy time
commences, Every lunatie In town
will begin trylng to get hiz or her
friends on the wire to yell ‘Happy
New Yeur !'—everybody will be want-
ing thelr numbers at once and all sore
because the telephone company hasn't
put In 5,000 exten wires for thelr es
pecial convenlence tonlght.”

The metal loop with the recelver al |
her ear had grown Irksome and heavy |
on Myrtle's hend., Her hand ralsed to
adjust It more comfortnbly Just ns
one of the little white lights Nashed on
befora her,

“Number please” (plugging the hole)
s o« Grand 4304 ., . What dld you
say .. Yen, 1 know 1 ‘have o sweet
volee,! but my nnme don’t happen to be
‘Kiddo' . . . Thdte you are.”

Just then nnother lght flashed In
Myrtle's section.

“Number please | . . Riverview 4197
+ « « Thank you ., , . What? . . . Oh, 1
beg your pardon . , . 4111."

“Why don't you listen as you're pald
to do?' growled back a man's volee
over the wire, His articolation was
thick, hoanrse. Evidently he was lnbor-
Ing under some tremendous stealn,

However It 18 not for the mers tele-
phone operator to resent, whatever her
provoeation,

“4111, thank you," sald Myrtle In
the same pleasantly modulated tone ns
before and made the proper connoees
tion. But not even then belog certaln
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The Ugly Revolver Iin His Hand,

‘that she bhud correctly understood the
‘man's thick directions, she cut In on
the lne to listen for a moment and so
forestall further complaints from him,
With the recelver clamped tight to

buzsing faintly across the clty—in a
Judged, because the Riv-
exchange luy In the arlstocratie
tial section. Buze—Buss-ss—s !
eame n woman's volee—soft,
and low,

“Hello . ., Oh, Is that you, Jim? I
had gotten quite anxious about you. I
expecled you howe to dluner tonight,
You promised, you kunow, ... And
‘Boocokums’ wus so disappolnted when
I had to tuck him In bed without kiss.
Ing his papa good nlght. He was so
excited by all the nolse on the strects
and kept asking me if his bad daddy
wouldn't come home early to him on
New Year's eve. I really think you
might have, Jim, becanse—"

“Oh, I know! T know!" Interrupted
the man's volce Impatiently, although
he evidently wus minking a strong ef-
fort to conceal hix distraught condition
from her, “Business dotaloed me at
the office luter than I antlcipated, Bd-
na, and afterwards . ., . afterwards
Harry Forbes dropped In and we went
out for a bite to eat together,"

“But you'll be home right nwny now,
won't you, dear?" plended the woman's
volce conxingly, “Pleuss don't stay
any later. I've promised ‘Snookums’
that you'll be home to wish him n Hap-
py New Year while the whistles are
still blowing."

“Irean't possibly make It now . . .
there's a blg deal we're talking over,”

“Jim"—repronchfully — “I thought
_¥ou assured me you never would dab-
ble in the market again after that last
time when you risked all vwe lnd In the
‘waorld slmply on the chnnee of making
a few dollars without really earning
n.ﬂ

“Edna, I-—I—"

“Jim, your very volee sounds gueer-

Nothing has gone wrong ut the of-
today, has there, dear?’
m CRON Ncb mlu.u come  the
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worry now , . . No use nny more, kx
I'm tired out—that's ull . .

| » Qoody, dearost one,™

the exaact
h

physienl reljef,
which she would
fo explain, How Btrangely
hod Intoned his good-bye

renson
e
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almost

It ngain to the wife he loved,
ns If

“Yow, number please . , , Oh—"
speaking crogsly over the wire,

"ot we Grant 6212—qulck 1™
growled. “I'm in a burry.”

Khe plngged the proper hole
necting him and Hstened for a
ment.

“Hello! Grant 62127 the Morgue!
Well, this Is James P. Thornton talk:
ing. Yes, J-A-M-E-S8 Thornton of J
I, Thornton, Ine. I'm about to com:
mit suicide in my office nt 1478 Stock
Exchange bullding. If you'll send yout
Inen over here within 16 minutes
they'll find my body here . . . Door's
unlocked, ready for you. Statement
for the newspapers will be found oo
desk, I've Just completed it . Was
smaished In collapse of market on the
board floor this nfterncon . .
that's——and then, ironlenlly — all , , ,
Happy New Yeur!”

His receiver clicked down on the
hook, pevering the connectlon in the
midst of horrified abjurations from the
other e¢nd of the wire. Stmultnneously
Myrtle, the telephone girl, Jerked the
mietal loop from her head nnd sprang
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prised exclamations of her fellows and
the lwperntive eall of the supervisor.

Jucket from thelr peg on the locker
room wall as she fled.

A sulclde? ., . . he was ahout to die
by his own hand . , ., And with thnt
sweet-voleed wife walting for him
there at home with the dear lttle kid-
die fucked up In bed and erying for hig
duddy's good-night kiss ! It was wrong
=all wrong! ... To stop WMm! Ah,
If only she could get there in time!
There was a chance—a slim chance,
for It happened that the Stock Ex-
change was directly next door to the
big gray telephone bullding,
Fortunately the night elevator man
had his car walting there on the maln
floor, while he leaned against the side
of the enge gossiplng with one of the
serub women, Myrtle bounded (o, star-
tling both nearly out of thelr wits.
"Quick !" she panted, selzing his arm
with nge  fingers, “The fourteenth
floor . ¥ . Not nn Instant to spare!”
“But I's agnlnst rules to let you go
up there at this unholy time of night
unless you've got a permit,” expostu-
Inted the bewlldered elevator man,
“You ean't—"

Myrtle drove the motive lever homne
herself and the iron cnge shot swiftly
upwards before the man could stop
her. It was a sickening bronthless rlee
+ + » Ahl the fourteenth floor at last!
Preclous moments wasted fumbling
with the mechanism of the elevator
door . . ., Then through It andout . . .
the stacento clatter of Httle high heels
racing down the long dim, empty cor-
ridor to where n bloteh of light showed
through the transom of Suite 1478
For a brief second Myrtle's heart
suspended Its pulsation and she hesi-
tated with her trembling hand out-
stretched to turn the knob. What If
#he should find—should find him al-
ready the vietim of his own mad aet—
I¥ing there on the richly-curpeted floor
of the sumptuously furnished offices
with a pool of bluod slowly congulating
illtround the bullet hole in his temple,
But Myrtle, the telephone girl, walt-
#d to conjecture no longer. She threw
her welght agalnst the unlocked door.
It gave suddenly and precipitated her
Inwards colneldently with her trensied
ery of:

“sTOoP "

The man sitting at the long mahog-
any desk with the ugly revolver al-
ready In his hand half started to his
foet, his fuce ashen; mtared at this
most unexpocted Intruder, bulge-eyed.
He wseemed unuble to collect his
thoughts; only passed his hand over
his mouth two or three times, mutter-
log In o half-witted way: “Who, . .
who . .. what . , "

Then he toppled suddenly and fell
fint on his fuce to the floor,

“Dend!"  groaned Myrtle, horror-
stricken, dropplng to her knees beside
the Innmipate form,

“Naw!" grunted the olevator man,
who Just then jolned her, *He's fainted
—that's all, kid. Better go git me a
wet rag to sop his face with, That'll
bring him ‘round In n Jifty.”

But Myrtle was slready seated at
the adjacent telepfione, calling the
number she so well remembered :
“You, yes, operator . ., That's It,
Riverview 4111, , . . Hello! . . . hel-
1o Is this Mrs, Thornton talking? . . .
No, you don't know me, but that
doosn't matter. You huery und wake
up ‘Snookums ;' put on mll his things
und hurry down here to Mr. Thorn-
ton's ofMce. He needs you , . . Asked
me to call you up, . . . Says he wants
to begin a Happy New Yeur with yon
and the baby right down here. . . .
You'll come right away . . . All right,
thank you...Yes, I'll walt hers too—"
And Just then n deafening rncket, of
horng, whistles und bells burst forth,
while hundreds of litle white lights
hegan to flush here and there along

telephone  exchange, and the girls'
hounds flew to the connections, And, as
Jumes Thornton slowly revived under
the tender, solleitons ministrations of
the "phoue girl and the grimy elevator
mun, o white light HMwoloed his soul
ilso,

"Where's ‘Snookume? " he queried
W“mc

man's voles wearlly, soothingly, “Don't

cuse me If 1 spoke sharply, lttle girl |
. Yeu, yos

The recelver elicked sharply and the
listening Myrtle experienced n sense of
fol
been nt a laxs
mnn
ns
If heé never expected to be able to say
It was

It was the volee of the snme man |

. No, |

down the alsle, disregarding the sur- |

She grabbed her hat and shabby lttle |

thelr great switehboard In the nearby |

|

Scene on the western front, showing
bucks of mules, the roads belng virtuul

NO MOOSE EVER
“TREED" A MAN

'0ld Maine Guide Deciares Ani-
mals Never Attack a Hu-
man Being.

EXPLODES POPULAR FABLES

Takes Little 8tock In Birch-Bark Horn
Calls—In Mating Season Bulls
Will Respond to Any

Noise.

Bangor, Me.—According to old Ben
York, n famous hunter and gulde In
Malne for 60 years, no moose aver wWas
known to “tree"” a man In the sense In
which the term Is generally under-
stood, numerous reports to the con-
trary belng fables or at best exaggern-
tions.

“In my day," sald Ben York, "1 have
seen thousands of moose and killed
hundreds of them. [ have followed
them days and nights, at all seasons, 1
have watched thom for days at a time
" to learn thelr tricks; 1 have kept themn
In fenced Inclosures near my camp for
years at a time, and have tamed and
driven thom to harness all along. the
West Branch, More than all this, 1
have questionad rellable hunters and
woodsmen who were alive and active
when there were as many moose In
Mulne as there are hedgehogs now,
und I have never known or learned
from any rellable sources of a slogle
| lnstance of a human belng being
‘treed’ by one of the animals,

Act Strangely at Times.

“During the mating season,” says
York, “the bulls act very strongely ot
times, rushing about In an almless
manver, collmbing  steep hills, swim-
ming furlous streams nnd placing
thempelves In perll of thelr lves o
many ways. While the fury for com-
bat Is on an old bull he will erash
through the woods, running his head
ugnlnst rocks and trees and often in-
Juring himself serlously. If a mun
should get In the bull's way at such a
time, why, very likely he would be:
come n candidate for the hospltal, At
such a time the bull never stops to
note how much dumnge he has done.
He keeps racing right along at top
speed until he gets all fagged out or
meets a rival for the object of his af-
fections,

“The stories that seme guldes tell,"”
sald  York, “about moose driving
hunters lnte trees and standing guard
| over them all night, pawing the
ground and bellowing with rage, nre
Inventlons of nature fukers to uwe
greenhorns. 1 am convinesd that no
moose aver dellberately attucked n
buman belng, unless wounded and
craged with pain, In which condition
the meekest of anlmals ofton becomo
dangerous; and whoever tolls of be-
Ing treed by a moose at any tlme or
under any elrenmstapees |8 deawing
upon his imagination.

“I bave seen two bull moose fight.”
| he says, “while 1 stood within n few i
| rods of them, und Xeep up (he battla |
| for half an hour without becoming
| aware of my presence. At other timos

I have paddied up to a mother moose
‘ when she was feeding on the roots of

pond lilles with her head under water,
and drawn off half n pint of hor wmilk

without nlarming her. , 1 have seen |
moose fght with wolves and bears, |
| nnd have observed thelr extreme so- i
| Heltude for thelr young: but never
{ Yot have 1 seen or known of n moose |
| treving a human belng, :

No Use for Moosshogn. |

“While I'm talking about moose.”
York sald, “I want to say that I take |
no stock In the so-called moosehorn
for calling bulls to thelr destraction
In the mating séason.  The cow MOoKe,
whose cry Is sald to be closely i |
tated by the birch-bark horn, utters |
a long and dolorous wall st timos,
whatever the time of Yyear, 1 nn"gl
stood close by severnl times while
COW moose were making such cries,
but never knew a bull to respond, sl
though I have wailed for hours. All
through the mating season the bulls

shells belng rushed to the lines on
qungmires,

i e S ¥
are very alert to entehn the slightest
sound, and let 0 twig soap or an ax

handle bent n ftattoo on 4  hollow
stump and the bull Is away In the
direction of the sound, bellowing his
deflunt challenge, 1 have used the

birch-bark horn with some suceess In
calling moose, but I huve done us well
or better by rapping the butt of my
rifle ngainst the trunk of 8 tree or
brenking a twig In the thicket, It Is
my bellef that the dominant passion
in the mind of a bull moose In mating
time is to meet and defeat every
rival, and that the dolorous cry of
the cow nelther attracts nor repels
the mule"

Many of the oldest hunters and
guides agree with Mr. York coucern-
Ing the trecing of men by monse, but
most of them belleve that the birch-

bark horn I8 very useful to the
hunter,
“TANKS” FIGHT IN PAIRS

Known as Males and Females, Says
Officer of Nova Scotia
Battalion.

Kingsport, N. 8.—A deseription of
the operation of British “tanks" was
given by Lieut. Harry W. Hiltz of the
Nova Scotln battallon on his arrival
here,

“There gre two types of tanks,
known as the male and female tunk,"

48,798 SUICIDES
IN FIVE YEARS

Self-Destruction an Increasing
Hazard in Life Insurance
in This Country.

MOST NUMEROUS IM THE WEST

Statistics Show Sulcide Rate Has Ap.
parently Reached Stationary Level
~—Highest Rates In Years of
Great Business Depression.

New York—An Intensive study ol
suleide In the United States, with sta-
Listles aynlyzing self-destruction from
whmost every possible angle, Is pub
lished in the Spectutor, n weekly In
surance paper of this elty.

The sections in which the greatest
number of suleldes occur, the ages al
which the greatest number of peérsons
end thelr lives, the relative number
of self-killings of the present day us
contrasted with other perlods, are all
noulyzed by the writer, Frederick L
Hoffmnon.

The chief conclusion renched is that
the suleide rate In this country, while
falrly high, hus apparently renched
. statlonnry level, That Is, It has
inereased but a tiny fraction during
the last five years over the five years
preceding.

An unexplainable, or unexplained,
faet about Americun sulcldes is that
they are far more pumerous In the
western, Rocky mountaln and central
regions thun in the East., The further
West the Investigator looks, the more
suleides he finds.

The Statistics.

The following table Is based on the
percentage of self-destructions per
100,000 of population during the five
years ending with 1014:

Section. Citles. Buleldes. Per Ct,
Enstern ......... %] 10,119 16.5
Oentral .......... 7 7.308 230
Rocky Mountaln.., 3 H40 280
Pacifie Cloast..... o 8,082 344

San Dlego, Cal,, has the record ot
the highest sulcide rate In the coun.
try, it being 63.3 per 100,000 of popula-
tion. San Francisco s not far behind,
having o rate of 56,7, Sacramento Is
also a place condueive to sulelde, ap-
parently, for its rate Is §61.2. These
figures are for the year 1915, consid-
ered separately, and In each of those

he sald. “They fight In palrs, a male
und n femnle. The male tank earrles
two heavy guns and six machine guns
and the femule hns two henvy guns
and five muachine guns,

“They certainly proved a great sur-
prise to the Germans, and I might add
to us as well, as they came Inmbering
along during the Nght for Courecelette.
They of course did better work then
than they have accomplished gince, for
the Germang have become accustomed
to them and know better now how to
fight back. Nothing but a direct hit
by n heavy shell will damage them in
the least.”

Llentenunt Hiltz sayvs the new Brit-
Ish war machine truvels phout two or
three miles an hour and when it comes
to n trench the front part deaws up
after the manner of a caterpiilar at-
tempting to get over an ohbhstacle, At
night when the tanks are used a white
tape I8 run out ahead from the ma-
chine and serves as o gulde for It

WASHINGTON DEBUTANTE

i
i

Miss Margaret Fuhnestock, Juughter
of Mrs. Gibson Fahnestock, was Intro-
duced to Wushington soclery nt u bril-
Hant dloner and dance recently. Miss
Fahnestock's Newport debut  was
staged last summer,

enses show Inereases over the percent.
nge for the previous five years.

The figures for 100 American cities
show that the general sulelde rate for
1815 was 20,7, as against 20.3 for.the
period between 1910-14. The trifiing
Increase throughout the whole coun-
try Is caused by the great increase
which the far Western cltles had

mentu's 106, San Francisco's 8.9,
Manhattan and the Bronx, which
aure annlyzed together as a city, had a

100,000, as against 18.6 during the five
yvears before, an Increase of 0.8, Back
I the yoars between 190004 the rate
was 21.7,

Augusta, Ga,, hand the lowest rite
of all American cities which were in-
vestigated, the record in 1915 belng
four persons per 100,000. Mobile, Aln.,
nlso was low, with 63, Auburn, N
Y., had a record of 54,

High s=ulelde rates, the Spectator
polnts out, have to a certaln extent
been connected with years of bad
business and years when business
houses failed, as in 1804, following the
1803 panie, when the general rate was
15.8, and 1808, following the last panie,
when the rate reached the highest
mark In the country's history, 21.6,

The smaller the city the fewer the
suleldes, the Investigator found, Of
the 100 citles considered, T8 were un-
der 250,000 population. These showed)
n self«lestruction rate of 18.2 per 100,
000, The 24 cities above the quarter-
milllon’ murk showed an aggregate
rate of 21.1.

More Men Than Women.

Many, more men than women end
thelr lives. The tables show that the
highest rate for the mnle sex is 2106
per cent amd ‘that the perlod of life
ut which this number of men commit
sulelde is bhetween the ages of forty-
five and fAfty-four. The highest rate
for women Is 180 per cent, and the
favorite nge for self-destruction 18 be-
tween Afty-five and sixty-four.

Two bove hetween the ages of five
and nilne pre on record as having
kilted themselves in the period be.
tween 191014 Ten wans the most
vouthfol age nt which there I8 record
of girls having committed sulelde, 69
having made away with themselves
between ten and fourteen years,

There were 48708 suleldes In the
country between 1910 and 1014,

As to seusons, the greatest number
of suleldes appear to have ocourred

tnu»nlhn belng 9.8, The smollest num-
her orcur in Janunry—74.

Firearms were the favorite method
during the perlod under snalysis, 14,

| Polsoning was next, with 18,005, Then
epme hanging, with 7.007: asphyxio-
tion, 6,884 ; cutting (nstruments, 8,142
drowning. 2,718, and Jumplng frow
high placesSid.

Despite the virlunlly statlonary rate
of sulelde, the writer regords self-ide
struction, In his summing up. ns an
“incrensing hazard lo Ufe Insurance,”

San Diego's increase was 20,1, Sacra: |

in May and June. the rate for those |

| 482 persons having shot themselves, |

PROFITS IN DAIRY BUSINESS
Unfortunate Th;t Farmers Can Make

Living Even When They Are
Losing Money on Merd.

It 1s unfortunnte for dairy farmoers
thiit they cannot always tell how
much they are making or losing with-
out n great deal of study and Investi-
gation, It 18 also uofortunnte that
they nre losing money on their lierd
If It were possible to Immedintely de-
termine the profits and logses in the
dairy business farmers wounld not con:
tinue to lose money when they think
"they are making a little, Men whe
care only for a living ure usanlly sat-
isfled If they get it some wauy or othoer
and such men are slow to realize what
they are loging by maointaining an une
profitable herd of cattle,

The remedy for the situntion is to
charge up the products of the farm te
the cows who are eating the products,
Test every cow and know what she
can do, breed to a purebred dairy bull
and fmprove the herd and then dis
pense with the boarders., There i8 no
mystery about how a man can lose
money on the dalry business and still
make o living. He does not make the
Hving from dalrying.

URGE REGULARITY WITH COW
| Does Her Best Only When Milked at
Equal and Stated Periods of

About Twelve Hours,

The cow can do her best only when
milked at equal and regular daily pe-
riods of mbout twelve hounrs each the
veur around. The full supply of milk
ig not in the udder ready to be drawn
out before milking time comes, but
some of it Is produced by the glands
during the operation of milking, The
udder, however, is usually filled and
the cow becomes accustomed to this,
but If the operation of milking 18 de-
layed and glands cease to some ex-
tent to secrete milk, they will then
not be stimulated to good activity dur
ing the process of milking. This in.
jures the glands and produces a de
crease (n the milk flow.

SOURCE OF DELICIOUS MILK

Under Ordinary Conditions Only Diriy,
Diseased Product ls Obtained
From Family Cow.

—

(By PERCY WERNER, JR.,
College of Agriculture.)

The family cow shonld be a eon-
stant source of cheap, pure and dell
cious milk. Such may be the ease, If
1 few precautions are tnken. - It is fre-
quently obgerved, however, that under
the conditions surrounding the family
cow only dirty, diseased milk ¢an be
produced,

A cow may be suffering from tuber
culosls, the worst disense to which ghe
is subjlect, and still show no signs of
it to the proud owner, PFor the snke

Missour)

suiclde rate during 1015 of 194 per |

Cows and Calves Thrive on Abundant
Pasture,

of the chlldren who drink the milk
a quunlified veterinarian should be
called upon to inspect and test each
COW @very year.

With the assucance of a healthy cow,
she should be housed In a clean, well
lighted shed and provided with a clean
yard In which to exercise. The milk
should be drawn iute a clean, small-
topped milk pall and kept cool until
consumed,

Mllk sours and spolls because of the
baeteriy which enter it with dirt from
the cow and from pails not thoreughly
waghed. Kecoplng these bacterin out
of the milk and preventing their
growth by keeping the milk cool, are
ensy and efficient means of procuring
the best of milk from the family cow,
provided she I8 free from disease,

(DAIRYNOTTS)

Geatle cows are the result of train-
ing and kindness,
- L] L ]
{ Mottled butter is due largely to un-
even distribution of salt.
» L ] -
The dalry furmer ralses more grain
| and better groln and gets a higher

price than anybody.
L ] L]

L

|  Dulry cows that freshen in the fall
ghould recelve some extrn feed mix to
| eight weeks previous to calving,
L] L] -
The best cows are never cheap and
| seldom for sale; 80 It Is up to every
| dalryman to give the heifer calves the
most Intelligent enre,
- - L
|  Test your cows for yield and butter-
| Tat. You wmay be surprised to learn
that sowe are only loafers while oth-
ers are profitable workers,
‘ . L] .
|  When g cow becomes accustomed to
belng fed and milked at u certaln
time she becomes restle s nnd uncome
: fortable when the hours nre changed,




