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The editor of tho Slap-Dash Monthly |

was looking thoughtfully over a plle of

Margery put hor arm# about his
neck, "Give ma the manuseript, deac,"
rho sald, "IN go and see Mr. Alvis”

“Yon, Margery? How can I let you
face that fiend in human form? No.
Il go. I'l go with a horsewhip and
tell him just what | think of it all, and
of him, too.”

“You'd better let me try, Oliver,"” an-
swered Margaret gently. “You know,
vou aren’t such a diplomatist as I am."

It wasg on the following morning that
the editor of the Slap-Dash Monthly
recelved a visit from a charming young
unknown lady In a pretty new sult,
who insisted on an immediate inter:
view with him,

‘1 had to come to see you," she said
gushingly, ng she sat down beslde his

typewritten letters upon his desk. He desk, 1 wanted ln_ sny that 1 think
I notieed a strange similarity about  Mr. Oliver Hughes' story was just
| them. All united in praising the re- ®*plendid. When are you going to print
\ cent sorial story by Oliver Hughes, the ‘”‘_'I'”‘"" by ']““?'
: brilliant young writer whom he had I—I1 don’t know,” sald Mr. Alvis

Mfound.”

One was from a woman in Michigan,
and ran, in part, a=s follows

“Won't you please give
stories by Oliver Hughes? They are
the beat 1 have soen in years. My hus-
band and I, who used to live so affec
tionately together, now quarrel overy
week ng 1o which shall get the Slap-
Duash Monthly first, I consider that Mr
Hughes' storles are an inspiration to
everybody."

Another letter was from a fellow in
Ohlo

“Say. bo'” it hegan breezily, “you
hand out them Oliver Hughes stories
regular, or I'll can your old mng.|
Them's the kind of stuff we wants
Hod blood and plenty of It."”

A third letter, from a school teacher
in Masszachusetts, went thus:

“Although my lot {8 cast in the quiet
paths of life, 1 am susceptible to the
call of the great adventuroms world,

us maore

fecbly, staring at the apparition beside
hint, while hig assigtant, acrosg the
tuble, ostentatiously knocked the nghes
out of his pipe

"1 am sure all his readers must rave
ovar him."” sald Miss Gibson. "It must
medan a lot to yvour magazine to be able
Lo print stories like that. When s his
next coming out? Promige me to
(elephone him at once for another."”

“18 this Mr—Mr, Hughes kneawn to
vou?" agked the editor cautiously.

‘1 have never sel eoyves on him In
my life,"” replled Margery. *1 am not
fit to associato with the great minds of
the era. 1 am only a stenographer, but
I think 1 have a taste for lternture, O
yos, Iaugh If you like, but 1 say Mr.
Hughes in a great, grent man.”

“Misg—or-—Gibgon,” sald the editor

| with inspirntion, “would you be willing

to write us a testlmonlal to that affect,
to print with Mr. Hughes' next atory, It
wao should see fit?

“Certainly,” answered Miss Gibson.

[ PLAIN BUILDING BEST FOR LAYING HENS l

in a great etate in the West
is a woman, She bogan with commaon
heng of no particular brood, but It was
soon found that wellbred fowis pay
hottor than serubs,  So the breading
of purebred fowls was begun and s
gt practiced on this farm

There are a groal many lessons we
could learn from this (‘lrnElm poultry

one |
of the most successful poultry farmers |

Summer Roosting House—Usually Comfortable During Mot Weather, the
Front Being Arranged In Such Manner as to Keep Out Rain.

tained in the runs, the apace being in-
tended more for exerclse than for pas-
ture,

In tho end of the bullding the feed-
room s loeated,

Dirt Noors are used in the compart-
nicnts or pens. The self-feeders and
the drinking pans are placed in ap-
propriate openings in the partitions
betweon two pens. The doors are 4
feet wide and 6 feet high and swing

and 1 cannot resist the temptation |"'| both w Th ar half of h
’ \ “You can use this typewriter, you Sphad b el s Bl M o
{ I}:\t _\}rlm know what splendid storfes Mr.| — CO% S40 G868 1'13!111:?11(-‘(1 - : ‘l:::’ door is of chicken wire, the lower
ughes' are. Syl A . half of boards. The two perches are
: ! Five minutes later Miss Gibson hand- i :

Another was from & prisoner In & ¢d him the testimonial. It was cer " o on a level with each other, so that
state penitentiary. tainly one that ovght to have turned | “ i there will be no crowding on the top

“Dear editor,” it ran, "us poor guys & roe e A : -
the paper pink, if v didn't. perch. They are placed 15 inches
who are shut up from s'un and air in a “And you use another story by Mt above the dropping board. The perches
noisome dungeon don't oflen get a Hughes ht once?” ailced MarEery. ! m do not touch the walls of the room
“Yo—yes,” sald Mr. Alvis, studying 2L ~ at any point. This Is important, as it

} | the testimonial hard, Front View of Single Compartment. alds in keeping down vermin,

“"And you'll telephone him?” & % Doors. KNVINE twi ANUttare. one The perches and next boxes are sup
“1 will,” said Mr, Alvis, conducting | vpening inward covered with No, 10 mus- ported entirely by sugpension from
L her to the door. o, and the other opening outward, cov- | the rafters, The supporting framo

eired with chilcken wire, b, ventilator, with
muslin-covertd shutter hingod ot top, and
which ecan be propped open, ¢, opaning
botween pen and vard for passage of

r When Margery was gone, rndiant, he
came back and placed the testimonial
bofore Mt, Jennings.

does not touch the walls at any point,
The hens enter the nests from the

PASTIME SUITS

+OR OUTING WEAR.

e i Ra—

Blessings doubtless rest upon the
hend of the deslgner who originated
those preotty cotton costumes for sani-
mer days which are coming to he
¢inssed ns pastime suits,  When com-
fort and style und dalutiness present
themselves nll combined, and at a
gmnll cost, they are irresistible, These
things have mnde the Instant success
of the cotton suit for summer outing
wenr,

Cotton poplln or cotton
are of about the right weight for sults
af this kind, and there are other fab-
fes that are well =ulted to them, ns
arpngh or  ratine and faney basket
weaves, The suit shown in the ple-
qure Is of ganbardine, with eollnr, cuffs
wmd pocket flaps of broeaded rotine.
White I1s as good n cholee as any for
‘he skirt and blouse and there are
aany stelped and figured cotton goods
it will answer for the trimmings.

The sult pletured hardly needs o de-
weription, It s merely a plaln skirt
vith 2 wide hem and g single narrow

gabardine

tuek o make It get modish at the bot-
Listti, Actunl pockets, n concession 1o
practieabillity, are let In at ench =hde,

The hlouse i€ roomy with o helt to
partinlly confine It at the waistline,
pude of the same goods. One end of
it slips through a slash in the other
end and both are supplied with but-
tonholes that fasten over buttons of
white bone. The blonse fastens with
snap fastencrs down the front. A nent
finish I8 given to the deep cuffs and
rolling collar by a narrow piping of
the plain material used for the st
But this piping has another function

und that Is to give to these neces-
sories the proper set,
The ambitious girl who wishes to

experiment in making things for her-
solf might try her hand upon o sult
of this kind, Nearly all the work 18

done on the sewing machine, the fit

of the hlonse I1s vague and the skirt
hns

and

difficulties, All she
to do s to buy a paper pattern
follow Its Instructions.

presents no

WAYS AND MEANS OF

There 18 no sueh word as “plain' ia

the bright lexleon of summer para-
Hols, Along with other ctles  they
tuke thelr pliee In the ranks of things
mude gay wnd ecolorfil b eluborntion

If one POSSCREEN 0 per-

purusol In wny

of sotne s0rt.
fectly good, plain =01

color It offers o surfuce a8 u bnelk-
ground for some sort of decoration,
and many are the adornments thant

uiny be enlled npon to redecm it from
a suggestion of Inst yeur.

[nserts of striped or fgured ribhons,
let In with hemstitching, ns borders or
panels, will bring the pluln parnsol of
vestorday up o the minute, Those
.u[..u ure elever at palating tuke thelr
brush In hand and with ol
enuse flowers to frults to
ripen or birds to fly neross the field
of plain silk.  Embroldery, I colored
gliks, trunsiotes the fancles of the In-
dividua) in all these things und In
butterfiles, drugonflies, and conven
tloun! figures on the unitdorned sur-
foce of the purnsol of other duys,

But nbout the ensiest and eleverest

padnts

bhloom or

ADORNINS PARASOLS.

methodd of

furblshing up n sllk sun-
shade Is that ewployed on the pura-
aals shown In the pleture Out of

Ngumdd or
tonne

floweresd brocude or  ere-
birds and blossoms, or any oth-
er figures, aure cut. By menns of od
healves, mnde for use on textiieos, these

ure glued to the sk, The llusion
of painting 18 perfect. Whole flocks
of small bluehirds are pietared In
MHight ngninst o background of white

or light-eolored sk, Other hirds, of
troplenl ¢limes perhaps, disport thele
gay pluuage In this way, and the wone
derful roses and follnge that are the
produet of the looms find the parasol
n polnt of vautage for setting off thelr
Deunty,

Artificial flowers are used with this
flut wppidgue o st another kind of
ndornment,  Follpge 1= applied o the
sk to mnke a setting for an orehid
o rose that 18 set on it The folluge
1# glued down and often finished about
the edges with needlework stitclies,
but the fower Is ouly fastened by the
stem,

“l—| Don't Know,” Sald Mr. Alvis
Feebly.

chance to read your .magazine, but 1
write to say Ollver Hughes' storics is
an inspiration to me to lead a new life
when | get free. Give us some more
and plenty of them.,"”

“Strange,” muttered the aditor, and
turned to his assistant. “Did you seo
-anyvthing remarkable in Olver Hughes'
story 7" he asked,

“1 didn't want you (o take It,” said

'the assistant., "“Yau agreed with me
it wasn't worth mueh.”
" 1 agreed with you," replied the edi-
tor, “but 1 told vou it was clear that
Mr. Hughes was a young man of prom-
fee, and that It would be wdl to en-
‘courage him in view of getting his fu
ture work. What do you think of this
bunch?’ And he tossed the letters
taver the table to Jennings, who read
them thoughtfully

“Sed, very sad,” snld Jenninga, “to
think that our promising young man
should be a faker.”

“Yes. Mr. Husass will have to be
canned.,”" sald the editor, *I'd
for & In some people, but npt in a
young man we've taken up and tried
to help. Here's his second story. W8
first class, but it's going back now."”

The same evening, as Miss Moargery
Gibson wag sented In the parlor, after
having dismissed her father and
mother to the dining room, young Mr.
Hughes called vpon her with a Jeject-

stand

ed mien and & large, flat paper pack- |

age, with a number of stamps on I,
under his arm.

“It's core Sack, Margery,” he sald,
flinging {i down on the table. “Our
future 18 blasted ™

Margery leaped for the pachago.
“Not your second story, Oliver?” she
cried. "Not ‘It's Blood 'That Tells'?

“Yes, heve it 18" sald Oliver “And
here's Mr, Alvie' letter.”

“He wouldn't take ‘It's Hlood That
Tella?" cried Margery In constorna-
tion. “Why. that was a splendid story,
Oliver! The mean old thing!"

She oponad the letter and read:
“Dear Mr., Hughes,

“"We have carefully comsidered ‘It's

Blood That Tells, and regrot that we |

cannol goa our way to publish It Your
st¥le of working I8, unfortunately, ona
that dons not commend |tself to us
Your truly.”

“What does he mean by my style
of working?" shouted Ollver indignant-

Iy, "He told me at our last Interview |

that I could conslder mv pext serial |
as good as accepled, and this I8 ten
times better than the last And 1]

hought you that soltaire on the
sireugth of it and I'm golng to gue
him for a hundred dollars anyway

And now we can't got martied,”

“Same letter j withont a tail,” sald
Jennings. “Same that the schoolmarm
| made, and the convicet and the fellow

| from Obhio, who alsp used the type-

writer. | guess their litule fingers ware
too short to reach it on this old style
Podger machine, Men always use four
| fingers in typewriting, you know.”

“Yes, | know," sald Alvls,

“Suppuse she did it all herself 1"

“1 guess 80"
| “That let's him out, then. But what
about the girl, It's flerce, that swindle,”

“Ah, well, wait till you're a married
man, Jennings,” answered the editor
loftily. “Hesides, 1 guess it isn't much
worse than our writing our own testl-
monialsg in this offica.”

FEMALE “R. F. D.” CARRIERS
Estimated_;\;t_ _We Now Have
One Hundred and
Fifty.

It Is

The post office
| is not aware of the actunl number
of woman cartiers in the rural de-
Hvery service, but It estimates that
there are about 150, This s a very
trifling percentage of the total nume
ber of carriers, 43,652 In 1914; but it
seems safe Lo say that a high percent-

department itself

age of the romance which the rural
delivery service s supposed to cons
tain will be found along these 150
routes,

Possibly, just possibly, these falth-
fml messengers of the government are
not much concerned about the roman-
tie side of thelr calling, the Chris-
tian Herald remarks, To them it s
doubtless a very businesslike pro.
coeding, and they are willing to leave
the flowery notions about the work to
us why think of the R. F., D, service
as symbolized by n placid white horse,
o comfortable looking, inclosed and
cnsy-going conveyance and a laily
jaunt through leafy lanes and over
purling brooks, with occaslonal srops
al cheery farmbouses.

We who are strong In limagination,
however, do not trouble to visualize
these leafy lanes when the troes are
bare, the fefces hidden by snow, the
brook a winding streak of fee and the
farmhouses maddening suggestions of
warmth and cheer that rural mall-
carriers cannotl stop to share,

I —
Facts Concerning Sound.

In determining the transuission, re-
fleetion und absorption of sound hy
varlous materinls, F, K. Watson has
ploced a whistle emitting n given note

In the paraballe
nndd T an wdjoining room hps stationed
| RHaylelgh resongtor to recelve the
The materluls to he  {fested
closed the doorway between the rooing,
In the 1ests mude, pressed fiber one-
fourth Inch thiek stopped practioatly
ull sound 3 one-fourth inch cork bourd,
S oper cent nnd three thicknesses of
this, 928 per cent. The trinsmission
of sound ot constunt piteh depends on
the parosity, density nnd clusticity of
the muterial ; porous bodies transmit-
ting sound about ug they transmit air.

focux of a reflector

souinl.

Not Fasting.
Professionnl—Plense gligme enpipers,
ludy, to buy bread.

Little Girl—Why, grun‘mn, you gave
that mun some money only holf an
hour ugo.

Professionnl (tnking n the situn-

thon)—Yos, my little denr, blegs yeor
But ' o terrible bread enter.—Idens.

ens; 4, sllding cover for «

raiger, but only one will be mentionad
In this article and that s the poultry
hulldings, The houses described
for layving hens only. The
not so large, since fewer hens
kept together,

Whila the poultry houses on
nently practieal and have
signed with o view

memies of all kinds.

o
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End View of Feedroom

Houge,

pbout one dollar per hen,

feet, One of the
Ing.
essary by

nvallable.

the nature of the

are kept.

in the
good

rung
poultrymen give ench

nre
breoding
pens are similarly constructed, but are
nre

this
farm are not expensive, they are emi-
been de-
to convenlencs In
management, comfort and cleanlinoss
of the fowls, and protection agalnnt
There are no
logses from weasels or other small anl- | N!} H A
mals, for these pests of the poultry-
man are completely fenced out of the
‘aying, brecding and brooder houses.
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Flan of Bullding and Yards.

hen not
ptuff

gpace for ench

growth of green can be malo

a, Compartments or peng, LIS feet, fon
0 hens ench, There ure & pan the huild
ing Is 128 feet long b, Yarids of runs, on
for cach pen Iive of the vards are sitle
ated on one plde of the hintldi ind three
Gan the uthar fosd rom hxl feof
allowance In this respect is liberasl,

Even with 185 square feel of outdooy
much of »

f

in Poultry |

The houses for the laying pena cost |

roar, whers the next boxes are bhoards
ed up only half way, The hoard on
which the bhoxes rest extends six
inches boyortd the boxes at the rear
to form a platform on which the hens
allght when they fly up to the nests.
The bottom of the nest boxea is two
feet from the ground.

These houses are not artificially
heated at any season of the year, On

N

—
P T

Ground Plan of Compartment of Poul.
try House,

the coldest nights during the winter
the openings (doors, windows and pas-
sageway for hens) are all closed, the
ventilation being entirely through the
muslin doors and the muslin-covered
vontilutor, In cold weather the fowls
must not be exposed Lo draflts,
Vermin (mites) are the bane of {m-
properly managed houses. They con-
ceal themselves on the undersurface
of the perch, In the corners of nest
hoxes, under the dropping board, and
In e¢revices wherever convenient to

I the roosting places of the fowls. In

A building 128 feet long and 10 feet
wide 18 cut into olght rooms 10 by 16
feet and o storeroom for feed 8 by 10
runs on this slde
extends boeyond the end of the bulld-
This nrrangemont was made nee-
BPRCE
In ench of the eight com-
partments with runs attached 30 hens
The floor apuce in the bulld- |
ing I8 6 square feet for each hen, and |
106 square feecl, Some i"r"’"?
hen only -
four equare feet within doors, so the

| summer feeding

these places of concealment the ver-
min doposit their egegs, Once every
year oavery possible hiding place for
vermin is painted with a coaltar prep-

B
i Tw [w
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Front View of Perches, Nest Boxes,
Etc.

16 inches apove platform, an |
Fincdhes below rafters, oot touching wal
ut either end; b, hinged shutter 1o cover
front of nest boxes, o, sloping bonrd 10
fociifinte raking out droppinge from plat-

—

~n, Perch

form, o, o, 4, nest boxes, boarded up ha'f
wiy In rear; o, & supports attached o
“aftirn,

aration, This 18 applied full strength

with & brush. The whole inside of
the nest boxes I8 thus painted. This
treatment keeps the vermin in subjec-
tion,

The dirt floors of the pens are usu-
ully covered several inches deep with
straw, which i8 ehanged about every
ten doys, In summer the floors are
swept clean about once a month; in
winter, less often—usually twice dur
Ing Lthe peason

The owner estimates that with
houses constructed as these are one
mnn could take care of 1,500 to 2,000
hens,

PROPER GRAIN FOR POULTRY

Oats Considered One of the Best Feed
—Avoid Trouble by Cutting Off
the Long Points,

Oats are one of the best grains foi
poultry, but the long points ofter
mnke trouble Clipping off thesc¢
points, as s done In many cases, re
moves this objection and makes then
an ldeal grain for hoth winter ané ‘




