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"OUR CHARTER | ,
OF FREEOOM 4/

The interesting story of the writing
and signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence —July 2 or August 2 better
I entitled to celebration than July 4.
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OPULAR hins
our hmpressionnble minds o poetle
pleture of the gigning of the Declarn
tion of Independence #8 o groceful
and formal tnking plaoe
July 4, 1770, hundsomely
furnigshed chnmber o Indepondence
hatl, Piiadelpiin,  To give the nec
esanry touelhh of vivacity to the
tuce there is the scene of the small
hn‘\' durting from the door as the Inst slgoer
his nutogenph to the precious parcliment nnd dosh
Ing down the street, enliing to hig grandfather, to
"Ring! O, ring Tor herty 1"

Our fdenl proclamation of the charter of
fenn freodom must be shattered In
truth. The Declaration of Indepomdence wops
slgned behind locked doors. and woas not gencenl-
Iy signed upon the Fourth of July at all, The city
wins not brenthlessly nwalting the event outslde,
nor did the Liberty bell peal forth on that doy
the telumphnl note of freedom.

The neeredited historian of the United Stntes
department of state Is Guillurd Hunt, Lite, D, LL.
D., now ehlef of the division of manuseripts in the
Library of Congross,

*There Is renlly no renson for our celehrating
the Fourth of July more thun July 2 or August 2,
guld Doctor Hunt recently to an inguirer.  “It wna
not untll the latter date that the document was
goenerally signed.

"The Virginia bill of rights, of which
Mason wuas also the author, was deawn up and
adopted In the lust coloninl assembly in Vieginin
prior to the Revolution. The blll of rights Is In
effect n port of every constitution fn the lund to-
day. It Is beyvond doubt that this fomous docu
ment, of which his elderly feiond was author, was
largely deawn upon by Thomasg JeMerson when he
wrote the Declarntion of Independence,

“The Tundamental principles of government st
forth In Mason's bill of rights were the same as
those In the Kngllgh petitions to the king, the acts
ef the long parllament and magnn et

“You know, perhaps, that It wns nnother Vip
ginlan, Richard Henry Lee, who presented to con-
gress, on June T, 1TT6, a set of resolutions contuln-
ing the words, "That these united colonies are, nnd
of right ought to be, free and Independent stotes,
nud that all political econnection between them
nnd the state of Great Dritain 18, nnd ought to be,
totnlly digsolved,'

It wns ng a result of the favorable voting upon
Leo's resolutions that the well-known committes,
composed of Thomas Jefferson, John Adnms, Bon-
Jamin Franklingk Roger 8Sherman and Robert R, Liy-
Ingston, was named to deaft the document. The
cominittes assigned the tnsk of preparing the In-
strument to the Vieginian, Jefferson's wns the
mnster politienl mind and it was by no mere
chance thnt he was ealled upon to write the doeoy-
ment which hus been termed ‘the best-known pu-
per that has ever come from the pen of an Indi-
vidual.'
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Drafting of the Declaration.

Jefferson was the personileation of
method," remnrked Doctor Hunot, “and tmmedinte
ly upon recelving his commission to write the
declarntion he retired to the two roomns he rented
ae a working pdace at Seventh and Market pinee,
Philndelphla, and prepared to glve his country
one of the greatest monuments of humnn fresdom,
i “I'e department of state owns the first draft of
the Declarntion which Jeferson presented to the
committee for [ta approval. His confreres mude
n few alterntions, which are clearly ghown In the
text, nnd Jefferson has written bheside ench change
the nnme of s author, making the document of
Inestimoble value,

*The fulr copy which he made for presentntion

to congress, and which bears the congressional
amendments and alterations, Is lost,
i *T'he latter 1s8 the formal Declarntion of Inde
pendence Inld before congress on June 28, 1776,
It was then read and ordered to Ue on the tahle
until July 1. On July 2 u resolution was passed
declnring the independence of the United States,
although the exnct form of the proclumntion as
prepored by Jefferson was debated upon until July
4, when, with some alterntions and smendments, it
was signed by John Hancock, president of the
congress, and the sigunture nttested by Charles
Thomson, secretary of congress,

“July 2 was actunlly the date of separation of
the colonfes from the mother country. On July 3
we find Joho Adams, whom Jefferson enlled the
‘colossus of the colonles,' writing to his wife. Abl-
gndl, In the following words:

“Yesterday the groatest guestion which was
ever debated tn Amerien was declded, and a great
er perhaps never was nor will be decided awong
men.

“Thomns

Great Day Was July 2.

“In a second letter, written the sume day, he
suld: ‘But the day Is pust, July 2 will be the
most memorable epoch In the history of America.
I am apt to belleve thut It will be colebrated by
succeeding generntions as the annlversary festival,
It ought to be commemorated us the duy of delly-
erance by solemn acts of devotlon to God Al
mlghty.'

“There 18 little doubt but that the participants
in the event consldered July 2 us the true diste of
independence for the colonles, but popular fancy
selzed upon the 4th, the date of acceptnnce of Jef-
fermon's formal and detalled setting-forth as the
proper date of celebration,

“John Trumbull's famous palnting of the scene,
hanging In the rotunda of the capltol, Is a poetieal
plece of work annd glves many of the portralts of
the signers with faithfulness, bul it Is somewhat
fanciful. No siiken haungings draped the windows
of that stifling room on July 4, 1770, aud the beau.
tiful order in which the wen are ranged up for
slgning the lmmortal document is also fictiongl.
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“The president of the congress, John Hancock,
With the secretary, Charles Thomson, alone signed
the antograph JeMerson document on that date.
Immedintely afterward It was hurried to the offi-
clnl printer for congress, John Dunlap, to put In
type and severnl coples were made, By next
morning the printed coples of Jefferson’s Declara-
tion of Independence were In Hancoek's hands.
When he came to write the proceedings for the
Fourth of July, 1776, Into the Journal of Con-
gress, Charles Thomson, seeretary of the congress
left a hlank space for the Declaration and it is this
broadside which now appears wofered Into the
spuce left for it in the Journal.

“This brondside was sent out to the governors of
the states, to the Contlnental army, and it is the
paper from which the Declarntion of Independence

ﬂraffﬁrf‘ the Declgration of ndependence

wug rend to the people July 8 when the Liberty

hell was rung and the first pubilic celebration was |

in honor of the event”
Signed August 2.

“July 19 congress ordersd that the Declaration
passed the 4th he falrly engrossed. It was
very beautifully done on parchment, ‘This is the
dorument which recelved the signntures of all the
members of the Continental congress present in
Independence hail, August 2, 1776 By this time,
nowever, the membership had changed slightly, so
that the “signers” were not ldentieal with the
hody of delegates who had declared for independ-
ence o month before. Presumuably It was at this
tme thnt Hancoek, making his great familiar slg-
ninture, lestingly remarked that John Bull could
sce 1t without his spectaeles. One or two of the
slenatures were ||||l actually afixed until a later
dinte than August 2 .

“This Is the tlmmul ed Declaration of Iadepend-
ence now in possession of the department of
state,” #nld Doctor Hunt, “It Is kept In a hermetie-
ally senied case, which Is opened only by special
u'l'(i!'l" for very especinl rensons. I is faded, and it
would have been better if this engrossed copy had
heen made on paper rather thao parchment. It is
g0 faded that few of the signatures are recogniz-
able, Nothing ean now be done which will perma-
nently benelit It

“1 belleve the main enuse of the fading was the
impression taken in 1523, by order of President
Monroe, Two hundied faesimilies were then made
to glve o eopy to ench of the then living signers
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THEY BELIEVE
IN AMERICA

One hundred and forty yenrs ngo
bundred men, sent by thelr communities to con-
cert measures for securing thelr “rights ns Eng-
Hshmen," becnme convinceed that these could not
be obtalned save by coasing to be “British sub-
Jocts” and declaring themselves “Ameriean cltl-
wens,"”

Let us look behind the formal phroases of the
Immortal Declarstion to the falth of these men
and of the people for whom they spoke, What
wis the fulth that mwade vital their appenl for
the Justice of thelr couse and the rightecusness
of thelr undertuking?

They belleved 1o themselves: In thele abliity to
do right and justice. They bhelleved In the com-
petence of stalwart manhood to govern itself and
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to provide for the common welfare. They be-
Heved they could make better arrangements In
government than wen had made before them.

They belleved In themselves, o thelr people, lo
America.

Americansg of Iate have done a great deal of
fault-finding with Awmerica. There 18 not so much
now n# & year or two ago, The spectacle neross
the Atlantle tends to hush It, and to glve new
polnt to the saying that “other countries” ure
what make Americans so proud of their own,

In the light of that spectacle and of our own

and others, Taking the Impression removed the
Ink."

Lhistory let all trae Amerleans todny highly re
solve on n new birth within their own souls of

the falths of those men 140 years , of fulth In

and of fuith In

IO
themselves Amerien

OF GREAT MOMENT
e

IN HISTORY.

declarntion of Amerienn (ndependence was
of unegualed moment In history As the result
of that fuet, the Unlted States of Amerien has
rigen to o greatness svhich has changed the lace
of the worlil, 1In n lttle less than seven score
of yeurs It has changed us from a hatlon of peo-
ple scattered thinly nlong the const of the At-

lantie, to a4 natlon of over & hundred millons of
people sirelching over the whole contlnent from
the Atluntic to the Paelfie. and even into the
lands bevond the seas,  Moaoreover, In wenlth and

In material energy,
mother conntry

s In numhbers, It now far sur-

U ESOS the feaom which It sprang.

TRIBUTE TO THE DECLARATION.

The historinn Buckle was cordinl
In hig pralse of the Declarntion.
other things: "Thuat noble Declaration ought to
he hung up In the nursery of every king and
hlazoned on the poreh of every royal palace.”

If such were the brilllant historian’s 1den, It
was ns Professor Tyler remarked, “"becnuse the
Declaration has hecome the classie stntement of
political truths which must at last abollsh kings
altogother or else feach them to identify their ex
jatence with the dignity and happloess of human
aature,”
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RANDLE “MIRACLE MAN OF SEA”

Wilinm . ot
MNnriners,

Cam ille, denn of
knlghted by the
Hollund for bravery at son,
n former United naval officer
and o shipbullder of note, has retired
Ife after serving for the
tast 1T yeurs a8 muarine superintendent
New York Shipbullding com-
panoy's plant at Camden, N. J.

Aoerienn
gueen of
Stnles

Lo priviie

of the

After G0 yours of Inbor, the vet-
erann sen captanin, at his home n Ches-
ter, o, will spend the remalnder of

his doys, surrounded by

his treasured ships,

pletures of
testimonianls from
those to whom he rendered the great-
ont sorvice, trophles of
memories, He I8 now
veprs old,
Captuin
“miracle

winr and fond
seventy-elght
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Ruondle been  the
mnn"” of the in his day
It wns he who first gulded a steamship

weross the deep without s rudder,
While he wax captaln of the Amerlean
line steamship Paris which still runs

hetweon Philndelphin
miles out ot sen earty
towin, without any

When the
teerad, He wa
dny wnar

Captuin
While the
sRimpson's

The
mariner
Runille,
e
Amerienn
Linirs
sufely

ol Southempron,
I 1584
dlscomtort to the
Spnnlsh-American

8 coimnmissionesd

the when 1,200

ship lost Its radder
He onavigated the ship safely buck to Queeps-

handreds of passengers on
war hroke out, Captain
a commander in the Unlted

hoard,
Hundie
Slules navy

valun:
the
wis declared.

Ruudle was assigned to the St
shlp was under fire many
fleet during the blockade
and most threilling rescue ot
ever partieipaved ‘the thut
with the his erew on the St wived 212 souls, Ineluding
pussengors and crew, of the Dutch steamship Veendum, of the Holland-
e, at it mddoight on February 10, 1808, It required three
wnd twen minutes of the herole work all of the
hoard the St

Louls as Its npvigating officer.
wus attiched to Admiral
Cubin, 1t escaped dumnuge,

sem o which the veteran

won him knilghthood, Captain

und
of Santingo,
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higrest
Wis o

nid o Laonix
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TRt Loy Lot 212 persons
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IF NEWTON HAD ONLY KNOWN

Byron I

Newton, assistant secres

tary of the tregsary of the United
States, was ralsed on o farm up in
western New York ITe i o boy hoosd
chwm nomed Orln Willaed, A while
ngo Newton made o journey back to
hiz old stumping ground and visited
the Hitle red schoolhouse where ha

had first coped with such problems as
how Jong v will take o man to per-
form o piece of work that three men
do In four duys and u half, On a pleca

of wentherbeaten slding he diseovs
eredd  the Initinls  of  himsell and
Willard carved there one day at re-

COHS 1L greal many yenrs This sel
Newton to thinking and he wondered
whit hud become of his old friend
Willurd, On his return to Washing-
ton he wrote a letter of logquiry and
asked, by way of showing friendly In-
terest, If Willnrd had uny family,

Bick came an answer to the letter,
Oria Willurd  had o fumily., In
Jess Willard, Now, mind you,
father was at a perlod

& ¥
dgo,

Yos,
faet uril—the

the

nimed Jess Wikl

he had o son
last thwe Newton had seen Orla Willard,
in their young lives when prizefighters ranked well to the tn]r ns heroes,

of Jess,

“What a lot more life
only Orla and 1 could have
he woulil grow up to he

would have meant to us both,” sayvs Newton, “If
known, when playing about the schoolyard, that
the purent of o heavywelght champion,

BRANDEIS KNOWN AS FIGHTER

Louis I, Brandeis, the newest
member of the Unitad States Supreme
court, hus been known ns o fighter
throughout his public career. He has
been ehfefly noted for his arguments
hefore the Interstate commerce coms-
mission in opposition to the requests
of the rallrouds that they be allowed
to Inerease their frelght rates, appedir-
Ing us counsel for shippers lighting
the inerensed rntes, although he also
opposed the New Haven monopoly of
transportation in New England and
served us counsel for individuals in
procesdings Involving the constlta-
tonality of women's ten-hour labor
laws In Oregon and Hlinois and ©
pine<hour Inw in Ohlo.

He took part in the fAght in the
city of Boston to retaln the municipal
gubway system, In establishing o slid-
ing scale gas system In Boston, and
wits cholrmnn of the arbitration bourd
In the New York gurment workers'
strike In 1910, He also played a celebrated part as counsel for Glavis In the
Bullinger-Pluchot investigation and lns been the author of numerous artdeles
on publle franchises in Massnchuserts, life lusurance, “urners'
the sclentitie munpgement of lnbor problems and tiusts.,
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URGE ASTRONOMER FOR SENATE

Dir, Percival Lowell, who has bheen
resident of Arizona for some
yeurs, Is belng arged by repregentative
Republlienns of that state to becowme [ 4
cntdidate for the United States sells
ate, He hos taken un actlve interest
In Arlzonn politics, and a plank relat-
Ing to the restriction of Immigration,
written by hiw, was unanlmously car-
ried hy the Coconlno county conven-
tion nnd was helug favornbly received
thronghout the state.

Doctor Lowell’'s famous ohseryi-
tory ut Flagstaff, maintalned at his éx.
pense, hns made thnt Arlzona  coms
munlty known throughout the sclen-
title world, and the people of the stat
s # whole have shown their ruua-rln-ig
to recogulze his publle-splelted serv.
lces, It Is at Flagstaf that the ob-
servations Mars have boen made
thut have furnished a busis for con-
structive speculation as to the likells
hood of anlmal Ule on that planet
For his work on Mars Doctor Lowell hns recelved the Juussen medal of the
French Astronomilenl soclety and a gold medal from Socledad Astronomiea de
Mexieo, He is o member of many scleniific bodies in various countries, aod 13
the nuthor of numerous books and papers on astronomicul subjects,
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