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DOWIY WOOQDFEFCHETOS

N EMINENT Americun ornithologist re
cently was asked 1o name the teén maost
bennficial birds of the United Statew.
Here in his answer: Nighthawk. kil
deer plover, chimney swirft, bluebird,
downy woodpecker, phoebe, ohlekndee,
barn swallow, purple martin and chip
ping sparrow

Having glven the names of the ten

' birds ovar whose good deeds man should
rejolea the omithologist sald, “But the st Is
longer. There are other birds and many of
them, that work as hard or nearly as hard for
man as those which I have named., Betwoen
30 and 40 species there I8 small room for choloe,
but et the ten stand because the st porhaps
cannot be [mproved upon

Later the aclentist wanted to heddge o Hitle,
for he sald that there were some hirds of prey
which at least should have a place mide by side
With the famillars of orchard and garden to
Which he had given first rank, The cause of the
birds of prey, howover, has beon pleaded before.
The barn owl, the sparrow hawk and some
others have been given their eradit marks. but
it I8 to bo doubted, perhnpa, If anything which
oan be sald in behalf of & pradstory one which
occaslonally plcks up a chicken will serve to
Save lp life when (t fs caught In the aet of lar
ceny. Not one of the birda in the Table of Ten
is a thief, Honest, well-meaning, cheorful, and
for the most part nelghborly, they go through
their lves working, which means eating, in order
that man more fully may reap what he has sown,

It {8 admittedly probable that some close stu-
dents of the habits of birds may dispute the pe-
curncy of the list as It Ia glven, but it is not
likely shat anyone who hns watched the dally
operations of these friends In feathors from night-
hawk to chipping spartow will he able to prave
that yo much as one black mark should be entered
on'the dally records of their livos.

By thelr appetites ye shall know them. A bird
is good or bad from’ the agriculturiaty’ viewpoint
according to what and how much It eats. This
Is & plaln tale of the birds' bl of fare. It I8
lucky, perhaps, for the songsters, ns well as for
the tuneless ones, that the birds of the buest
habits of life are well known by sight to all
Americans, The trouble that the bird protectors
have found les almost wholly In the fact that
the habits of birds are not as well known as
the birds thewmselves,

It was Dr, A, K. Plsher of the Blologleal Bur-
voy who named the ten most useful birde, He
1% in charge of “economic Investigations” in the
Hureuu of the Blologleal Survey of the Dopart-
ment of Agviculturs, In the bureau are kopt
the bird records. The papers in the pigeon holes
in part read like the catalogues of a seed store
and the collection lists of an entomologist, One
onn say of the birds that sesds and Insects “form
the ehief of their diet.”

To go to the mammals for a fgura of #peech
it has taken years of closest work and fleld work
to soparate the sheep from the goats. In the
bird world there are many more sheop than there
are goats, but the job of wmoparation has been
haed. In the lttle flock of best friends of the
farmer there are only two birds which, perhaps,
are not well known to all suburban dwellers. The
two are the killdeer plover and the yellow-billed
ouckoo.  The nighthawk, which heada the lst,
15, or ought to be, known to everybpdy, Of course
it I8 not & Hawk at all, and the name by which
it I8 known m the Northern states, has hurt it
Paraphrasing it might be sald, "Give n bird &
bad name and it will shoot it,"” n the Southern
statns the nighthawk is known as the bull-bat,
lo the fall and winter it is killed ruthlessly and
0 no purpose except that of so-called sport, for
it Is useless. or virtually useless aa food.
| Nighthawks are wholly insectivorous, They do
no damage to crops. F, B. L. Beal, who has
made feld studies for the Blological Burvey of
the dietary of virtually all the commoner birds,
fays of the food of the nighthawk, “True bugs,
moths, flles, grasshoppers and orlokets are Im-
portant elemonts of its food. Several spocles of
monguitoes, including the transmitter of malaris,
are eaten, Other well-known pests consumed
by the nighthawk are Colorado potato beetles,
cucumber beetles, rice, cloverleal and cotton
boll weevils, bill bugs, bark beetips, squash buge
and moths of the cotton worm."

The killdear plover Is one of the nolsy birds.
A part of its Latin name {s “Voolferns,” which
speaks for itself. While the killdeer ordinarily
is accounted & game bird it 18 poor oating. The
good that It does should save it from persecu-
tion, but gunners are not apt to diseriminate,
and so the killdeer frequently suffers. This bird
HNves In the open country, More than #9 per
conl of its food consists of animal matter. The
rocord shows: Beetles, 17.08 per cent: other in-
socts, as grasshoppers, caterpillars, ants, bugs,
eanddis flles, dragon flles and two-winged MNies,
B9.564 per cent, and other Invertebrates as centl
pedes, spiders, ticks, oyster worms, earthworms,
suslls, crabs and other crustaces, 21.12 per cent

1 Yegetable matter composes .28 per cent of the
. total food, and is chiefly made up of weodseeds,
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> THE FARMER’S TEN
@€ST BIRD FRIENOS

- They are the night hawk, killdeer plover, chimney
swift, bluebird, downy woodpecker, phoebe,chickadee,
barn swallow, purple martin and chipping sparrow
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structive pest, has been proved to be a favoriie
food for the killdeer.

The c¢himney swift, almost always called the
chimney swallow, although It 18 not a swallow
at all, 18 gometimes looked upon as a nulsance
bocayse In the summer time It is apt to make
more or less of a racket In the chimneys lead-
Ing from bedrooms In which tired folk are try-
ing to sleep, This sawift-winged bird never lghts
upon the ground, a trée or a building. Ms only
resting place Is on sooty bricke In the dark
interlor of a chimney or on the inner wood of
some hollow tree fn a wilderneas that knows no
chimney. All of the swift's food i captured on
the wing. It cate thousands of mosquitoes, gnats
and other noxlous winged Insects, It hunts from
daylight to dark, and all {ts hunting (s in the
Interest of man. The swift gathers Tis nesting
materinl while on the wing. It has n curious
habit, while in flight, of nipping off the tips of
dead twigs, and so qulckly and neatly is the
thing done that the eve barely can follow the
aperation.

The bluabird, with it “violat of song."” 18 loved
wherever it {8 known. Luckily bluebirds are
prolific croatures, for about twenty vears ago a
geverely cold winter made such inroads on the
tribe that It was feared the birds might never
come back into their own., They came back, and
now there are as many as over and they are con-
tinuing a warfare sgainst man's enomles with no
pacificist in the land to Interposs ohjection,

The blueblird s given third place in the lst of
the ten most bensflcent birds, Sclenen I8 cruel
In order to be kind. Nearly nine hundred blue-
birds met death so that the scientists might
prove that they were useful to man. An exam-
ination of the stomachs of the martyra showed
that 68 per cent of the food "conalsts of Insects
and thelr allles, while the other 32 per cent Is
made up of varlous vegetable substances found
mostly in the stomachs of birds taken In winter.”

It 1s n happy thing for the biuebird that the
aclontists are able to set it down that “so far as
Ita vegetable food 18 concerned the bird I8 posi-
tively harmless.” ‘The blueblrd s a beauty. It
I8 nelghborly and kindly disposed, Iis appealing
spring-time note sounds far away, for the bluse-
bird I a ventriloguist. It perches in & tree at
the doorstep, but seemingly calls to vou from
the akioa,

The downy woodpecker I8 the tiniest member
of the woodpecker family which spreads itself
pretty well over the United States. The downy
ents everything In the bug and Insest line from
tiny ants to big caterplllars.  Frequently these
little woodpeckers are shot by orchardists bhe-
oause they appear to he injuring the trees. This
is what Dr. Glover, an entomologist of the De-
partment of Agriculture, has sald concernlng this
matter of suspiclon:

"On one occagion a downy woodpecker was
observed making a number of small rough-
vdged perforations In the bark of a voung shade
tree. Upon examining the tree when the bird
had flown away, It was found that wherever the
bark had been Injured the young larvae of the
wood-enting booties hind heen snugly colled under-
neath and had been deatroyed by the birds, The
hairy woodpecker, a bigger brother of the downy,
algo I8 a  benefleent bird, but the lttle one
ruther outdoes the big one In the work of well-
doing,

The phoebe s the true harblnger of spring.
aven If the robin and the bluebird more freguent-
Iy are glven the honor. The phosbe belongs to
the tribe of fAycatchers and It takes virtually all
of Its food on the wing. It cannot come north
until spring comes as Its companion, becauss (ts
food does not fly about in cold weather

I have seen four young phoebes sitting slde
by slde on the limb of u tres while the mother
bird for two hours struck down quarry with which
to feed them, Not a mistake did she muke, and
ihe played no favorites. Out from the limb ahe
would dart. there would be a elick of the Wil
and an jnsect tidbit would be fed to one of the
fledglings. The young were fed one afler an
other, the mother bird upparently remembering
which one had been given the last mouthful.

F. E. L. Beal of the Blological Survey says all
that Is necessary to prove the phoehe's CaBe;

“There are but few birds in the United States
more endeared to the rural and village popula-
tion than the common phoebs. I1ts habit of as-
sociating Itself with man und his works, its
trustful disposition and the fuct that It never is
sesn o prey upon any product of husbandry have
rendered It mimost sacred.”

CHIPPIVE SPIAROL"—

The chickndee appealed to Ralph Waldo Emer
son, The bird has a philosophy of its own and
Emerson recognized [t. It stays In the north
country all winter, for no cold can shackle ita
activities nor chill its cheer. Emerson met the
chicknidee on a blustery winter day and wrote:

Here was this atom in full breath
Hurling deflance at vast death

This scrap of valor just for play
Fronts the north wind in walstcoat gray

A Tavorite food of the chickadee consists of
the egga of the two species of tent eaterplllar
moths which are among the most destructive of
Insocts.  In winter it eats larvae, chrysalids and
eggs of moths, varied by a few seeds. The
bird’s bill of fare s made up for the main part
of Insects, nearly all of which are known to the
farmer or frult ralser as pests,

The barn swallow and the purple grackle,
cousin swallows, are familiar to all dwellers in
the country. There are five other comemon spe.
cles of swallows found within the Unlted States
and all of thergp are of beneficent life. Swal-
lowa take all of their food, or nearly all of It
while on the wing. Virtually all of the Insects
which they destroy are either Injurlous or an-
noylng, and the government scientists say that
the numbers of the pests “destroyed by swal-
lows are not only bevond calculation, but almost
beyond {magination.™ |

Wordsworth might have asked the American
cuckoo. as he did {ts Furopean cousin, whether
he should eali it a bird or but a wandering voice,
There are two fairly abundant species of cuckoos
In America, the yellow-billed and the black-billed.

Their habits are much allke, These two birds
are ventrilogquisis. One hears their voices where
they are not. The cuckoos thread thefr WaY |

through the tangles of brarches, gliding afier
the manner of ghosts. The bird eats what most
other birds disdain. It has a special fondness for
the great halry destructive catarpillars, and when
it finda a nest of the tent caterpillars it will not
move on until the destruction of the pests and
thelr home I8 complete, The euckoo frequently
Is ealled the rain crow It has no place as a
weather prophet, however, for it is apt to be
especlally vm-[!‘uryus In the dryvest times,

In the list of the ten best birds there is anly
one bird of  the dooryard. These little birds
nest in the currant bushes, In the vines which
clamber over the poreh or In the hedges which
bound the dooryard domain. Sparrows are known
as sead onters, and this might carry an implica-
tlon that they are destrovers of erain, Bome
of them are, but we have the sclontists nn wit-
nessen that the food habits of the chipping spar
row. the bird which comes to your doorstep for
crumbe, are all good, Jt has been written of It
that it 18 “well worthy of the welcome and pro-
tection which it evervwhero recelves

It must not be thought because ten birds have
boen nagied as the best friends of the farmer
that there are not scores of others whose dally
work is for the good of man. The ten excel,
but the others strive with them throughout thair
short lives to work as well A8 In them lieg for
the good of man who too often, misunderstanding
thelr Intentions, becomes thelr porsecutor

SAFE FROM BARBED WIRE.

- -y

One of the most trylng tasks tneident to trénch
fighting haa heen conslderably lightened by the
Appearance in the Hritsh trenches of Eloves made
of & fabric which is sald to he impervious to
barbed wire polnts, says Popular Sclencs Monthly.
The fabric {s made up Into mittens, with the firgt
finger and thumb separate. The fabric 18 water.
proof, and in addition the gloves are Insulated for
Eripping electrieally charged wires

The same material la applied to the manufac-
ture of sleeping bags, which, when opened, may
be thrown over & barbed wire entanglement to
allow u woldier to climb over the sharp points
without fojury. When made up into vests or tunics
the fabric s strong enough to turn shrapnel
splinters or even a bullet when It has lost part af
its momentum, The Interlining is antiseptioined,
#0 that If a bullet goes through It takes Into the
wound enough antiseptic wool to prevent polson-
ing.

The materials used In the manufacture of this

remarkable fabric have heen sedulously kept
secret this far,

CONDENSED NEWS|

OUF INTEREST TO ALL,

DATES FOR COMING EVENTS.

June 5 and & -Pageant of Lincoln,

presenting “The Gate City.”

June 6-7-8 ~Stute Undertakers’ Con-
vention al Hastings
June  S-6—Spanlsh W r Veterans'

State Convention at North Platte
June 12 tn 15—Trana-Misusissippl Bak
ers’ Asa'n convention at Omaha,
June 130415--Annusl convention ol

Nebraskn Blks at Omaha

June 13 to 16—State P. E. O. Conven
tion at Alllanece

June 131415 Greal Western
cap Tournament at Omaha.

June 13 to 15—-Nebraska PPharmaceu:
Lieal Convention st Hastings.

June 18-20.21.22—American Union of
Swedish Singers, West. Div.,, cow
certs and convention dt Omaha

June 20 to 24-—State Sipekmen's con
yention at Alllance,

June 21 ilo 23—Fraternal Order of
Eagles, state meoting at Lincoln

T~ Elkhorn Valley Hditorial as-

Handl

June 7J
soclation meeting at Long Pine,
June 28.20 [nternational Auctioneers’
Associution Convention at Omaha,
July 34.5-—Mid-Summer Race Meet at
Kearney

July 6 to 8—S8tate
at Omaha,

July 10-11-12
Men's
Omahn

July 10-11.12—Missourl Valley Veteri
nary assoclation convention at
Omaha,

July - 26— Nebraska Democratic
vention at Hastings

Golf Tournament

Northwestern Hotol
Association Conventlon al

¢an-

Jo W. Colbert of Weeping Water
has a phenomensl beef-ralsing record.
Just a Tew days ago he disposed of a
bunch of steers on the South Omaha
market that showed up with a record
of more than 580 pounds average galn
in five months, and the gain in price
over what hie pald for them was $2.40
per hundred, He auserts he fed
them suapped corn for the first two
months, then shelled corn and alfalfa,
with a little ofl weal added the last
two months.

The citizens of Chappell are rais
ing $2,000 to build & home Iin Lincoln
for the Rev. E. J. Hayes, who suffer
ed a briain hemorrhage which has af
fecied his speech. This trouble and
his age. nearly 70, make It certanin that
he can no longer carry the burden
or do the work of a pastor,

A special election will be held at
Wymore, June 3, for the purpose of
voling on a proposition authorizing
the board of education to issue $40,-
000 bonds of which $356,000 is for the
erection of a new achool bullding, and
$10,000 In repairing and refurnishing
the old bulldings.

Contract has been let for the erec.
tion of a concrete and steel bridge to
cross the Platte river south of Kear-
ney, the price being $44,350. 1t is to
be a stateaid bridge and onefourih
of the cost will be borne by Kearney
and Buffalo countles,

July 10, 11 and 12 have heen select.
od as dates for the annual meeting ol
the Missouri Valley Veterinary asso
clatlon at Omaha, an organization
which bring visitors from lowa, Ne.
bhraska, Misgourl, Kansas, Colorad:
and South Dakota.

Clarence, ten-year-old gon of Mr
and Mrs. Wesley Dunkin, living near
Story, twenty-five miles north of Har-
rison while wrestling with & brother,
run the point of a pair of scissors
in the back of his neck and died from
the injury,

The village of Sweetwater, near
Ravenna, was visited by a disastrous
fire jJust recently, Three bulldings
were destroyed and the nine months’
old baby of Mr. and Mrs. Jansen was
burned to death.

A haill storm swept over a strip
two miles wide and five miles long in
the northern part of Thayer county
recently and reports are that consid-
erable damage was done to frult and
garden crops, .

Twentyviwo separate organizations
in the clty of Omahn are being Invit
ed by the Commercial club to co
operate in the arrangements for a big
patriotic  parade and demongtration
to be held on Flag day, June 14,

Six hundred bullding Iaborere em
ployed on a milllon dollars’ worth of
bulldings and twenty-flve jobs of pav
ing in Lincoln, are on strike.

Master Bakera of lowa, Nebraska
Missgourl and Kansas will join in a
monster four-swtate meoting in Omaha,
June 12 to 14 The assoclation will
meet under the name of the Trans
Missizgippi Master Bakers' associa
tion,

It is8 reported that J. 0. Maorrison
fa to remodel hig bullding that has
been uded for a saloon for years, at
Superior, and make an uptodate mov-
ing pleture and vaudeville {heater of
it, giving Buperlor iwo moving play
hounes,

Despile the herole offorts of her &
year-old hrother to save her, Lucinda
Sargent, aged 17, was burned so badly
at Falls City that she died. She had
tried to atart a fire with kerosene.

W. R. Armogast of Rising Clty has
challenged Willlam Kaufman of Co
lumbus for the Combs trap shooting
trophy, and the match will be held
at Columbus June 11,

The largest paving campaign ever
undertuken in Hastings has begun.
When completed Hastings will havo
nearly twelve miles of new paved
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TOO GOOD TO THROW AWAY

“Drippings"” From Fried Lamb or Mut-
ton May Be Made Into an Ex-
cellent "Gravy Stock.”

The housekeeper whose rule it s
always 1o make a savory brown or
creamed gravy of the drippings and
meat-esence remaining In the frying
pan after veal, chlocken or hamburg
#teaks have heen cooked, will fre
quently let the contents of the pan be
discarded, If It were used for frying
mutton or lnmb. This is on account
of tha quality of the fat that cooks
out of the meat, which is disagroe
able to many persons. BPut if care
has been taken not to permit any
scorching during the frying, let a cup-
ful of bolling water be poured into the
pan after the ment has baen removed,
and let this boll up well, stirring with
a spoon, until all traces of the meat-
edsence have been dissolved away
from the pan., Btrain vhis liguid into
an earthen or agsate bowl, dash a
little cold water into It, and set aside
in a cool place. In a few hours the
fal will have formed a solid cake,
and can be removed, leaving a cupful
of excellent “gravy stock:” this can
be used four reserving any left-overs
of the aforesald mutton or lamb, if
wanted a8 hash or ragout, adding
notably to the flavor and richness
thereof; or it can be added to one's
soup stock.

The same mothod can be used with
the dripping pan in which lamb or
mutton has been roasted.—American
Cookery,

HOUSEHOLD HINTS

A good furniture polish is eight
ounces of sweet cil, four ouncea tur-
pentine, two ounces ammonia. Apply
with cloth and polish with woolen
cloth,

After washing a white knitted jor.
sey, put it on a coathanger to dry,
and hang It on a line in the air. It
will keep a better shape than if pegged
on the line,

Ground rice is excellent for clean-
ing white cloth. It should be applied
with a piece of clean white flannel,
left for two or three hours, and then
well brushed and shaken.

Rusty {rons . should be heated,
rubbed on a piece of beeswax tied in
linen, and then with a coarse flannel
cloth, sprinkled with bhousehold salt.
This will give a polish like glass,

Slik etockings should never be
ironed. Wash them in soapsuds made
with good white soap and lukewarm
water and rinse in clear water of the
same temperature. Rough dry,

Do not fron lingerie ribbons while
damp if you want them to be soft.
Wrap while wet smoothly around a
big bottle covered with thick muslin,
and press with a cool iron when dry.

If the knob has come off the ket-
tle take a cork, put a screw through
it, push the screw through the lid of
the kettle and screw a burr on the
end. You will have a knob that will
not come off nor get hot.

Spinach, German Style.

Cook the spinach by steam (in a
steamer) or in a very little water, in a
closed vessel, over a slow fire until
tender; then chop fine. For every
pint of spinach mince one-half cupful
fat pork, and fry until erisp. Turn
#pinach into the frying pan with fried
meat, and heat thoroughly: then add
onethird cupful of vinegar or lemon
Juice for each pint of spinach and sea-
son with salt. Turn at once into serv-
Ing dish and garnish with sliced hard-
boiled egg.

Rhubarb and Raisin Pie.

Did any of the readers ever put
raigins over the top of the rhubarb,
about two inches apart? No more
plain rhubarb ples for me after try.
ing them with the raigsins. Another
thing I do which perhaps other sis-
ters do not, and that Is, 1 never peel
my rhubarb for pies, 1 wash it and
wipe each stalk ocarefully and then
slice it Into the plate. I think it
makes a much richer pie that way.—

Boston Globe, wi i

Peach a la Bordzlaise.
Use canned peaches for this. Put
them in a flat gratin dish and pour
over the following mixture: Two
ounces of butter, two ounces of flour,
one ounce of sugar, half a pint of milk
and peach sirup, four eggs, Cook but-
ter, flour, sugar and milk in a stew-
pan. When c¢old, add yolks and
whipped whites of the eges last. Bake
half an hour In moderate oven,

Creamed Celery and Egg.

A leftover of creamed celery was
rewarmed by setting dish in ocold
water and letting come to boil, then
pushed to less hot place on atove,
Just before removing from heat, two
leftover hard-bolled eggs wore chopped
and eut into the cream, Served on
toast a® a supper dish,
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Fish Toast.

Take ona cupful of cold flaked figh,
free from skin and bones. Heat in
water sufficlent to molsten; add but
ter, pepper and salt. When hot pour
on slices of buttered toast, garnish
with eggs poached in muflin rings.

To Clean the Range,

An ordipary blackboard eraser is
eplendid to keep near the kitchen
range to wipe off the top; the range is
kept clean and does not need to be
washed or polished but once or twice
a weak.

Needs No Starch.
Fine damask linen needs no starch,
If sufclently dampensd and ironed
antil dry it will have all the meces-

Blreets.

sary dressing,




