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llinois, schools they

by working out practical
problems in everyday

life. Opportunity for
M\ atlr childfen.

\

(
Roberé H.Moultc

HEN littla Johnnile Jones of

Niles Center, Cook county, I,
reaches the little red wschool-
house thesa fine mornings he
docs not place a big red apple
on the desk of dear teacher, In-
stead, Johnnie takes a couple of
fresh eggs from each pocket of
his cont.

Behind a table at the front of
the schoolroom the sccretary of
the boy's sgg elub Is walting. On each egg, as
it Is brought in, Is written the number of its
owner and the date [t was laid. And during each
wchool day the eggs are packed and sent by par-
«cel post to one of the ciub's customers in Chl-
lcago.

The arithmetic lesson in several of the Cook
jeounty rural schools now conslsts in keeping
{books on the receipts and sales of fresh eggs by
imembers of the egg clubs,

Once a week, instead of the old-fashioned re-
vlew of lessons, In which the pupils had not the
mlightest interest, the weekly remlittance for eRE
ishipments is recelved and divided by the boys
lamong themselves In proportion to the number
jof egegs each has contributed. To them the study
of arithmetic has become a very real, important
jand Interesting matter, All through the 160 rural
Iuchonls of Cook county the same new spirit of
tife has been put Into the dry bones of fatudy,

Boys and girls are studying botany, for in-
istance, by testing the seed corn which their fa-
[tlter: are planning to plant next spring; that
brings In agaln the study of percentage. And
‘when father {8 shown that, on the average, only
:03 per cent of his proposed seed corn will acty.
mlly germinate, he s likely to get a new idea of
and a new interest In the country school.

There are few things of which Chicago has a

greater right to be proud than that the rural
wchools of the county In which it is located are
iprobably the most advanced and progresaive
country achools in the United States. The di.
vislon of thess mchools into five districts, with a
trained teacher, who I also & graduate of an ag.
wicultural college, at the head of each as director
of rurnal life and of schoole. has proved a tre
mendous stop in advance,
{ County Buperintendent of Schools Tobin, who
persuaded the county board to make an appro-
priation of $10,000 to cover the salarics of the
five rural life directors for the year, has fust
recelved the reports of these directors covering
the work done during the fall and early winter
montha. To read them I8 to wish that one might
'be again a country-school boy going down the
long road every morning to the Httle red school
housa,

Almost every schoolhouse has been a soeinl

center for the rural community of which it s
the center. Gas and wood rangea have bheen
put In many schools and the girl pupila prepare
hot lunches avery day for all the pupils. They
demonstrate thelr skill in household chemistry,
also, by preparing and serving on specinl ocen-
slons dinners at which thelr parents are the
wucsta of honor.
y Day after day the boys and girls bring sam-
ples of milk to achool and test them with a milk
tester for richness In butterfat. After a series
of such tests they are able 1o help thelr fathera
decide which cows nre worth keeping and which
are only unprofituble “Loarders.’

In many nelghborhoods the parents of the pu
plla have been organized Into agricultural clubs
and have begun to take uan active and enger in.
terast In all the work of the schiool. On the long
winter evenings the parents and puplls have fre
quently met in one of the schoolhousos to tale
part In and watch an old-tashloned spelling bee,
based on lists of G000 common words sent® out at
the beginning of the year by the county super
fntendent

Especially interesting and important is the plan
to keep the schools—or at least the school notivi-
tles—in evidence all through the summer months,
With that end in view, a larga number of garden
clubs were organized a year ago, on a basls
which would keep the children interested, enable
them to apply thelr newly acquired knowledge.
and put & more or leas definite financigl roward
up for them to try for.

Each member of one of the country school gar
don c¢lubs rented from his parents last spring, at

he regular rate prevalling in the neighborhood,

amall plece of land for cultivation of which he
was (o be entirely responsible.  All the money
resulting from the sale of gardon products grown
on that plece of land wae to helong to him.

By way of adding additional zest to the compe
tition among the schools and among the individ-
ual puplls, & serles of prizes were awarded re

learn™ arithmetic, marketing,
household chemistry, dairying
and other important studies
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cently for the garden club work done iast sum-
mer, There were five prizes of §100 in gold each,
one awarded to that school in eacl of the five
divisions which stood first In the progress it had
made In agricultural education and in the re
sulta of {ts agricultural work. This money will
be spent In the purchase of an agricultural 1
brary, a Habeock tester, a vegetable canning out-
fit, or some other agricultural apparatus which
Is to become a part of the permanent equipment
of the achool

There were also awarded five sllver cups, one
for the pupll, boy or girl, in each of the five di-
vislons who secured the best and biggest results
in the actual agricultural work undertaken as
part of the school course. It I8 a striking evi-
dence of the cosmopolitan character of the popus
latlon of Chicago and Cook county that the indi-
vidual prize winners among the rural school pu-
pils for the year 1916 should be, respectively, of
German, Itallan, Dutch, and Hungarian parent-
age. There la not a Yankee nmong the lot,

The prize rural school of the whole county Is
undoubtedly that in Nlles township, Every pupil
in this school, which was taught by Seth Shep-
herd, individually planted and took care of a
garden or ralsed a fleld crop of some kind. Each
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American Patience Tried

The friendship of the United Sintes s one
of the greatest nasets of the British, necording ‘o
8ir Giibert Parker, who in the course of o recent
interview had much pralse for the American gov-
ernment and the poliey It has adopted In Lthe
present war, He sald In part:

“Thers lhas never boen & war In modern
times when a neutral nation did not challenge o
belligerent mnation because of ite lnterforence
with neutral rights, The United States hos cers
tainly been greatly tried by our orders \n council.
There has been, indeed, a series of diMeulties
In this business of neutral rights the American
people have been called the podants, There may
be pedants among them, but boneath all s a
decpseated respect for Ionternational law, for
the keeping of troaties, for a perfcct observance
of the rules of civilization

“From the beginning | have thought that the
United States took a course almost Inevitable
in her position Here 18 a conglomerate popu-
lation. The war wis a European business, What
did we do in 1870 wheén France, our theon friend,
was set upon by Germany? The American people
loathe war; so far they have stood out; only an
overpowering sense of duty would drive them
into war,

“Wa have sensationaliced our own shorteom:
fngs: we have ovarvmphasized our own stolldity;
wa have had our family Jurs In publie: we have,
to paraphrase a mordant eplgram,. wheeled our
council table into the strect apparently indiffer-
ent to the fact that neutial nations like the Unit
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pupil also kept an exact account of his expenses,
including rent for the land occupled, and, alter

nll simple eénough.
Mandy.
gure which train wounld bring her.
wonderful cook who could play culinary selections on a gas stove just by
ear, producing southern dishes of rare quality and fragrance.

And that was the reason why the dignified Congressman went to all the
trains and cried out, every time he saw an able-bodied colored woman:

They knew her name,

‘Right this way, Mandy: I'll take

Representative Johnson of Ken-
tueky, tall of Ogure and solemn of
countenance, furnished amusement for
a lot of people in the Unlon station at
Washington recently. He stood by the
big gute where mosgt of the passen-
gors woere coming from a traln, and
every few moments remarked, iu a
tone of authority, to nobody In partic-
vlar: “Right this way, Mandy; Il
tnke care of you."

Now, there wasn't anybody named
Mandy there, vou understand, and
everybody wondéred why a congress-
man ghould be standing there sayving
over and over again. “Right this way,
Mandy; 1'll teke care of you"

What sense was there to s man
doing such a thing as that? After he
had sald it many times, Johnson went
away, but in a couple of hours he waa
hack agnin, repeating the same line,
with the same calm dignity as before.

People were puzzled. Yet it was

The Johnegons had sent to Kentucky for a cook, yclept
but that was all; they didn't even know for
But, according te reports. she was a

care of you!"

RUCKER EOURTED TROUBLE

When Representative Rucker of
Missouri the other day asked the house
to authorize the secretary of war to
donate to the ¢ity of Trenton, in Grun-
dy county, Missouri, four {ron cannon
there were many smiles in the cham-
ber. "

The humor of the situation later
was explained.

Last session a member of the New
York delegation introduced a similar
bill. It was passed and In due time
the cannon were delivered., Subse-
quently the house was asked to ap-

gelling his product, figured his gross recelpts and
net profits.

The twenty-nine puplls of this school, whose
ages range between ten and fourteen years,
earned between them a net profit of $1,185.26,
with total expenses of $191. The largest amounts
earned by ndividuals were $105.10 and §102.16,
and It is noteworthy that in each case the suc-
cesnful pupll was a girl

Little Alma Kutz, thirteen years of ago, the
first prize winner, made her money from the sale
of tomatoes and asters grown on one-elghth of
an acre, All the work of planting and harvesting
the crops she did herself, with the exception of
the first plowing of the land early Ih the spring.
She prepared hotbeds for her tomato plants, and

prove a c¢laim bill of $1,000 filed by a
railroad company which had shipped
the fleld pleces. When the freight
charges were presented to the citizens
of the town they balked and informed
the representative that Uncle Sam
could “keep his old cannon.” The
rallroad is still demanding pay for
toting the war relics,

Every so often Representative

Grand avenue.

ward with the pledge.

el =)

Izoe of 8t, Louis {s asked to obtain cannon for the Fairground park, on North
Invariably Mr. Igoe has answered that he will get the cannon
if anyone will guarantee to pay the frelight. Thus far no one has come for-

made a covering of window glasa for them, Next
gshe bought 200 small flowerpots, and when the
tomato plants were well up trangplanted them

MILENA, MILKMAID QUEEN

into the pots.

While the plants were growing she marked off
the plat Into rows thirty inches apart, and a
short time later transplanted the tomato plants
from the pots to the plat. Tho next few weeks
she was bugy cultivating the plants, keeping the
rows entirely free of weeds. When the plants
had spread out so much that she could not hoe
them any more she went between the rows and
pulled out the weeds with her hands.

About the twentleth of June thers were many
nice ripe tomatoes on the vines and she gathered
her first box, which she sold for $1. As fast aa
the tomatoes ripened she picked them and packed
them carefully into crates, and every day her
father carrled them In to the Chlcago market
along with products from his own truck garden,
In all she gathered 225 boxes of tomatoes, which
brought her $113,

On & part of her plat she planted asters late
in the season and from the sale of these she
realized 29, finding a ready market for all she
could offer to the forist shops of Chicago. The
flowers wera shipped In fresh by parcel post each
evening. Her totn]l expenses were $16.90 for the
two crops, thus leaving her a net profit of §$1056.10.
This money she has loaned to her father at 6
per cont interest, and she expects next season to
double the pmount of her land and her income,

her marriage was not a “love affalr.”
first sight, or anything so romantie,

efd States were belng influenced agalnst us by
evidence provided by ourselves

The fall of Cetinje will grieve no
one more than Milena, the beautiful
queen of Montenegro, who came
straight from being & milkmaid to rule
her brave people,

It 18 in this small but beloved
capital that she has lived since mar-
riage, nursing her children and at the
game time showering her mother love
upon all her subjects, with whom she
livea in closest touch.

A little more than fifty years ago
she was little Milena Constantindvitch,
peacefully and contentedly working
upon her father’s farm amidst the hills
and valleys of the Black mountains,
Her chief care then was looking after
the cows, and early morning saw her
emerge from the house, pall in hand,
on the way to milk the cows. In those
simple days she never dreamed that
she would be called upon to wear a
crown.

In the strict sense of the word

That 18, there was no falling in love at
But in gccordance with the custom of
her country she was called from her farm work to be the bride of young
Nicholas Petrovitch, the heir to the throne, because she was the lovellest
chitld in the land. She was only thirteen when her nomination as the future
bride took place, and a year later ghe was welcomed to Cetinje, and there
wadded to the elghteen-year-old boy who had been selected by his uncle, the
then Prince Danilo, to succeed him on the throne of Montenegro,

Thelr simple llves and the strong love that has grown between king and
queen, areée examples which the Montenegring boast of with just pride.

“They are not averse to thelr government |
bringiug pressure to bear upon Great HBritain
In regard to the hloeinde and all the questlons

DR. FREDERICK G. COTTRELL

Involved in (t; but war against Great Britaln has
never been in thelr minds, while at the sama |
time there werea clrcumstances which might very
eaglly have drawn them inte war with Germany
after the sinking of the Lusitania, They have
not foregotten Manlln and what the British fleet
d there, fn ald of Admiral Dewey, to defent
Gorman purposoa against the United States,

“I think the governments of both countries
have preserved the very highest traditions of di
plomuacy Never has diplomatice correapondence
been maintained on a higher level, and nevar
the firm thing sald with greater good Zeeling on
both sldes

“"We tried onr friends in the United
States groatly; we have tested thelr confidence
in us to the full

“We shall do well to remember that the peopie
of the United States must. sooner or later, be
A vagt controlling faotor in the deatinles of mod-

According to Charles D. Walcott,
secretary of the Smithgonlan stitu-
tion, and viee president of the He
soarch corporation of New York, the
Research corporation, In the three
yvears of ite life, has earned something
more than 160,000, The rate of iLa
earning 18 on the increase.

Behlnd this bare statement is a
remarkable story of self-sacrilice and
devotion to the conuraon weal, It is the
stary of Dr. Frederivk Gardner Cot-
trell of Californin, whose fame among
pelentista 18 great, but who Is almost
unknown to the general public

To put it briefly, Doctor Cottrell
a8 the inventor apd patentee of an
electrical process to precipitate the
solld matter in smoke, In many parts

have

ern nations. Thera la the popolation; there 18| ¢ the country it aas revolutionized
the wealth; there is the character, The Civil| ¢he gmelter industry: it is moving to
war showoed what that character ia; when an

& point where it will make smoke-

ridden clties free of conl dust and dirt,
~

But when the commercial success

oconslon ungaln sets the test, it will employ (teself
to the supreme advantage of the world It will
he well {or us, while preserving principle, to
remember that friendship with the United States
is ane of tha greatest assets io this time of our
trouble and polgnant endeavor.™

of the Invention had been assured, Doctor Cottrell assigned his patent rights
to the Bmithsonian institution, with the sole proviso that the earnings should
be devoled to the advancement of sclence.
organized in 1912 to bandle and administer the fund,

The Research corporation was
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