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n ROM much that historians have

written about the Fourth of

July, 1778, an erroneous idea of

the happenings of that great day

has become a common heritage of

the people of our land. Many an

American conalders it a part of

a patriotic duty to muse upon the

imaginative picture entitled “The First Fourth

of July,” which some historical writer has painted
upon his vision.

In fancy he sees Independence hall in Phila-
delphia and the Continental congress with s
ruMed shirts, long cloth coats, knee pants, silk
stockings and low shoes sitting with dignity, but
listening spellbound to a wonderfully strange and
entiraly new document called “The Declaration of
Independence.”

In funcy he even hears thea populnr ncclaim
of “That Is just what we all say'!” and "It Is
well worded, Mr. Jefferson.” Then the mind ple-
tures the various delegatea to congress hasten-
Ing forward, eager for the honor of fixing their
slgnatures to n sheepskin document

The scene changes to the rifging of the great
liberty bell, to the assembliug of the people at
Phlladelphia who applauded the reading of this
bill of righte and to the final closing of the day
with every man, woman and child In Philadel-
phia happy because he I8 no longer a British
subject, having become a free Amerlean In u
single day.

Such a vislon pletures a herole scene: but the
true record of events does not affirm that these
so-called happenings took place on that me-
morable day. By blotting out the Imperfect de-
talle of the pleture the Fourth of July is In wo
way robbed of any of its glory.

An authentie account of what transpired at
that time changes the meaning of the Fourth of
July from one day to about sixty In which the
whole history of our national liberty is told and
the herolc heart-throbs of the sorely tried colo-
nists are keenly felt,

The day Itsell properly symbolizes the liberty
for which the patriots of that time stood ready
to sacrifice their llves in order to launch tb'o
United States as a natlonal craft which should
be anchored by no welght of foreign despotiam.

It was a time of danger when brother, friend
and nelghbor became estranged by reason of
political opinlon. Bome colonists still loved the
mother country with true English pride, while
others were so ambittered by the Injustice of tha
sovereign across the seas that they willingly
gave their all to the cause of the peopla of the
new land.

During the Iatter part of 1774 Ceorge Wash-
Ington himself wrote that no thinking man
among the colonlsts wanted to separate from
England, and Franklin ridiculed the idea.

During the early days of the revolution the
bluecoats never dreamed of separating from the
boloved land of their ancestors. In fact, such a
course would have been condemped by Amer!
cans themselvesn as treason. Jefferson declared
that prior to April 18, 1775, he had heard no whis-
per of the disposition of anyone lo stand from
under the governmental power of Great Britaln,

The inevitable, however, came with the spring
of 1776, when local assemblies began formal dis-
cunslon regarding the liberty of colonists. These
legislative bodles possessed but little power, but
they did a great part In crystalllzlng the sentl-
ment for Independence In many quarters and
forcing those opposed to the ldea to declare their
intmical attitude

The good work of these amall legislative bodies
wan reflected and magnifed as soon as the dele-
gates were sent to the Continental congress,
Then the spirit of liberty permealed the very at-
moaphere of the national assembly and many an
individual recelved the courage to align himself
with the new causs,

If, June 7, 1776, there had been an "exira
paper” to have Informed the public of the latesl
political news one might have read the flaring
headlines “Richard Henry Lee of Virginla the
Man of the Hour," for it was he who on that day
atarted the Fourth of July., It was this south
ernér who introduced the first declaration of In
dopondence in congress declaring the American
people free.

Good judgment dictated the caution of omit.
ting John Adams’ name from the minutes, aa
the second to that motion, yet the fact Is known
today, when there 18 no army of redcoats walt-
tug to selge patriots as rebels

Too musch pralse cannot ba given to the o
troduction of Lee's resolution, yet It was to the
eredit of the Continental congresa that aection
was not forced upon such an important measure
st that time., 1t could pot have succeeded until
all objections had been sllenced, all fears of
England’'s success allayed, until all were con-
sclentiously convinced that the cause of liberty
was just. It was imperative that all should look
the Goddess of Liberty squarely in the face with
a devotion to follow where she should lead.

As no agreement could be reached on June 7
the resolution was lald over until the next day,
when it was agaln postponed for conslderation un-
til July 1.

In order that the cause of Iliberty should not
be retarded during this walt, congress at that
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time appointed a committee of five to prepare
A declaration of Independence of the same pur-
port as lLee's resolution, in the hope that the
now doctrine would be unanimously aceepted
.\;\'hnu the matter should be again taken up In
uly.

Policy demanded that a southerner should
be chosen to write the declaration in order to
increase the probability of {ts unanimous adop-
tion. Loglcally, Jefferson was the man to carry
this work through, for the masterly style of his
pen was well known, With such coworkers,
though, it cannot be supposed that he alone was
the author of the resolution: for the responsi-
bility had been assigned to all five jointly, and
the counsel and advice of all were necessary

Howeaver, the eredit of the phraseology Is given
to Jefferson, while John Adams is sald to bave
glven close attention to the revision and the
amending of the resolution, The entire commit-
tee helped perfect the documents by making It the
subject of eritical analysis In allowing the
Declaration of Independence to be ready before
its assembly on June 28 congress preceded ita
schedule

Satiafied that all were acquainted with its con-
tents, the leglslature then lald the bill on the
table untll it should come up for discussion by
congross sltting 88 & committee of the whole.

By trial vote July 1 only nine colonles voted
as favorable to the resolution.

Final legislative action was therefore deferred
untll the next day. That, July 2, was probably
the most memorable of all dates of our national
history. During the stormy debate at that time
the declaration was both attacked and com-
mended

When the vote of the day was taken it was found
that the declaration had been unanimously in-
dorsed by all of the thirteen colonles

The vote in favor of the declaration was not
sufficlent to make the adoption of the new reso
lution complete, for the next day congress sat as
a committee of the whole to consider the bill, At
that time #light alterations were made, certaln
clauses censuring England were omitted and
othera regarding slave trade were left out. while
other amendments were added,

On July 4 congress assembled again and im-
mediately resolved [tself Into & committee for the
consideration of the Declaration of Independence,

When John Hancock, as president of the con-
gresa, resumed the chalr, Mr. Harrison, great-
grandfather of our former president of the United
States, reported that his committee had agreed
to the declaration, which they desired him to
report,

What followed this announcement |s largely a
matter of surmise, despite the fact that the de
bate lasted all through the warm day, when dele-
gates elther talked or listened swathed in heavy,
close-fitting stocks,

If It had not been for a seemingly trivial fnei-
dent the debates of that day might probably have

lastad over until the next, and so July & would
have become the birthday instead of July 4.

Toward evening the discomfort of the as
sembly was increased on account of the swarms
of flles which came from a nearby livery stable
into the hall of legislature. These pests were 50
audacious in assaults upon the statesmen that
Jeffersom said thelr annoyance helped bring the
matter to a concluslon, and Harrison reported
the declaration to congress as accepted, though
in the minutes of that day the declaration was at
first left out on acount of the vengeance of Eng-
land -

Today Independence hall, in the old state house
fn Philadelphia, remains about as it waa on that
July 4. and so as far as the setting of the stage
the drama |8 complete, but the drama ftaell 18
laft for us to supply

All that we have left of the record of that
memorabla day is the text of the Declaration of
independence, and as that represents what all
brave American colonists were ready to lay down
thelr lives for and what should be handed down
to us and guarded as courageously as 1t had
been won, the Fourth of July has amply served
fta purpose and degerved Its one monument
“Tha Spirit of Liberty for AllL"

Whether or not the Declaratlon of Inde-
pendenca was glgned on July 4, 1776, by any but
Hancock, as president of the Continental con-
gress, and Thompson, as secrotary, 18 a matter
of doubt, for the journal entry records “slgned
by order of and In behalf of congress” Jeffer-
gon himself made conflicting gtatements regard-
fng this question.

Some contend that the delegates met informal
Iy on the morning of July & and signed the docu-
ment Whether or not the signatures were al-
fixed on July 4, congress’ act was official on that
day that Jafferson’'s Declaration of Independence
was declared acceptable to every colony, And so
it resolved that copies should be sent throughout
tha new-formed republle

The general assemblies, conventions, councils,
commitieas of safety and the commanding officers
of the Continental army had to be lnformed of
the independence of the United States. These
copies were signed by Hancock and Thompson
The Congressional Record of July 18 shows that
a resolution was introduced in the natfonal as
gembly to the effect that the declaration should
be engrossaed on parchment and presented for the
glgnature of every membar on August -

I'his fact, therefore, serves as nuthority that
the parchment copy signed on that day In August
after it had been compared with the fair copy
and the latter destroyed, s the copy of the Dec
laration of Independence which was considered
for 8o many years the original draft of the great
bill of rights of the American people. It ls sald
hat aven this slgning was entered into with “fear
and trembling.”

Satlafied that the mgned parchment was a
lasting evidence of the birth of the new nation
congress took no further ofcial action regarding
the {nstruments itself until Januvary, 1777

My that time the new republic began to feel its
strength, and congress declded to promulgate
the pamea of the signers of the Declaration of In-
dependence by ordering that printed coples of the
document gshould be made, with the names of the
signers added,

Mury Katharine Goddard, a woman who car
ried on the printing business on Broadside, Bal
timore, probably never heard of woman's rights,
yot it so happened that it became her right to
print these coples of the American bill of righta

From thesa coples numerous others were soon
made, until befors long every home boasted at
laast one copy of the original document which
gave life to our republic,

A MODERN PORTIA

To Misg Lucille Pugh, the criminal
lawyer of New York, belongs the dis-
tinotion of belng the first of her sex
to defend a man accused of murder,
This honor Miss Pugh accepts with
the same,unassuming frankneess that
characterized her conduct in the de-
fense of Leroy Poindexter, the negro,
whom she saved from the electrio
chair L

Thanks to the skill with which
Migs Pugh handled the case the first
jury disagreed, and at the second trial
ghe obtalned a verdict of mansiaughter
in the second degrees,

When trying her now famous case,
Miss Pugh made a remarkable pleture.
Standing but an inch over five feet,
her auburn hair parted at the side and
drawn tightly around her shapely
bhead, her brown eyes glancing from
the tense face of the accused negro to
the jury of twelve white men, her
right hand outstretched in an appeal
ing manner toward them, her left in-

dieating the prisoner, she subtly sought to force Into the minds of her hear-

ers the Innocenca of the man she

was defending.

One of the bestknown

court officiala, who has attended for the last twenty vears all the notable
eriminal trials In New York, stated that In his opinion, her defense was the

most capable he had ever heard

HEAD OF ITALY’S NAVY

Prince Louis of S8avoy, duke of the
Abruzzi, admiral of the fleet of Italy,
{8 known to Americans largely through
the American assoglations of his In-
teresting career. He has made several
visits to this country, one of them
resulting in a love affair which, after
world-wide publiclty, left the duke
gtill & bachelor. He is distinguished
as an explorer and mountain elimber,
and at the tima of the earthquake
which destroyed Messing, ag well as
last January, when Avezzano and its
vicinity were roughly shaken, he was
a leader In rellef work

From his earliest youth the duke
has made his life one of activity and
of sarvice. He entered the navy and
came to the United States on board
an Italian warship when he was eight-
een years old. He became go inter-
ested on his first trip here that he re-
turned some five or six years later,
and then he came again about ten
years ago. On this latter tour of the
country it was persistently rumored

that he and Miss Katherine Elkins

daughter of the West Virginia senator, were engaged to be married.
The duke of Abruzzl won more renown as an explorer and climber of
mountain peaks than In any other of the pursuits to which he bad given

attentlon.

He ascended Mount Ellas,

Alaska, made his way to a helght of

24,000 feet, the greatest on record in the Himalayas, and he penetrated far
into the recesses of the Uganda district of Africa.

Italy’s sea chief 18 only forty-two years old.

He {8 more like an Ameri-

can business man in appearance than a European naval officer.

OUR NEW SUBMARINE CHIEF

Ag asgistant in this important

lask,

iermany's remarkable develop-
ment of submarine warfare has
aroused the Interest and action of
every civilized nation, and the United
States Is not behind others In recog-
nizing its importance. In order to de-
velop the undersea arm of the Amer-
fcan navy and to eliminate its pres.
ent faults, Secretary Daniels has des-
ignated Capt. A, W. Grant, one of the
highest ranking officers of his grade,
to command the Atlantic submarine
flotilla and exercise general supervi-
slon over that branch of the service,
He already has got under way an
organized effcrt to put every umit of
the submarine flotilla in fArst-class
condition to perform all of the func-
tlons for which it is designed, and
much of his time is spent in Wash-
ington and at the various shore sta:
tions. His powers in the work of con-
struction and development are very
large, and he recelves every possible
assistance from the navy department.
Captain Grant bhas Commander

Yates Stirllng, who s considered cne of the leading experts on underwater

craft and who last

winter gave congress and the publlc some interesting

information about the weaknesses of the vessels under his charge,

CONGRESSMAN SEES WASHINGTON

The day afiey congress adjourned
Ed Keatlng of Colorado entered on
what—considering that he Is a con-
gresaman—was an odd form of vaca-
tion. Accompani=d by his wife, Keat-
lng became a Weshington tourist

“Well, I suppose the frst thing
wa ought to see,’ suggested the con-
gressman to his wife, “ls the caplitol.”

“The wh-a-n-t!" "

“The caplitol,” repeatéed Keatlng.
“I've been In It, of course, several hun-
dred times, but htive always had some-
thing on my mind. Many's the time
when I've seen guldes poluting out
the historic palntings to tourists that
[ had curlosity to know what they
were about, but I always figured that
[ could just as well walit until 1 wasn't
guite so busy.”

So they hired s guide and were
shown about the capitol. Then they
climbed aboard a blg rubberneck
wagon and listened to the megaphone
man as he pointed out the homes of
the Nation's great men.
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After that they went up In the Washington monu

ment. Keating had seen it a thousand times of saw il from the window ol
his hotel room, but never before had he been up close to It

Oh, they took in everything—the tomb of George Washington at Mount
Vernon, the Lee mansion at Arlington, the bureau of engraving—even the

pension bureau because Keating is on the pension committee

Every little

while they paused to buy souvenir postcards to send home to friends.




