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America.
\ Fourth Marked in China,

Perhaps China s the forelgn coun-
Fourth of

PHOTORY FRANK FOURMIER. o)

S A GALA DAY
IN MANY LANDS

Numerous Nationalities Join With
the United States in the
Celebration of Their
Independence.

HE Fourth of July is here again,

with the usual round of festivi
ties, beginning with the morning raln
that threatens to spoil the day, but
never does, and ending with the glorl-
pus fireworks at night, write Frederie
J. Haskin in the Chicago Dally News.
Nor are the orator and the greased
plg conspleuous by their absence. This
i an old, old story here at home, but
how our Independence day is cele
brated abroad, in many different
lands, is a stery that is seldom told.

Wherever Americans go they take
their Fourth of July with them. It is
not too much to gay that the strange
folk among whom we carry our na-
tional custom soon learn to wateh for
the day with a great deal more inter.
pst than they do the holidays of the
other countries, their own holidays
excepted, of course, Even under this
hend, however, our day competes with
thelr own time honored jollifications
for the simple reasgon that many of
the countries have no “independence
day” of their own,

Foreigners Are Friendly.

Most forelgners are utterly Indiffer-
ant to the comings and golngs of other
nations, they who should be their
brothers, or else they exhibit only con-
tempt for everything that does not
eonform to thelr own pecullar way of
dolng things. This {8 not so of the
American Fourth of July. They all
seem to have for our great event of
the year a feeling that varies from
kindly tolerance to spontancous enthu-
wiasm.

This Is interesting in the light of
the fact that so many other lands
have their own Independence days,
With the possible exception of
France's, however, they allruct no
attentlon outside of their own coun-
try. Norway has two Independence
days, May 17 and June 5. The French
date 18 July 14, which commemorates
the fall of the Bastille in thelr great
revolution, Other independence days
Are: SLike
b Brazil, September 7; Mexico, Sep-
tember 16; Uruguay, May 26; Chile,
September 18; Colombla, July 20:
Haltl, January 1; Cuba, Febroary 24.
Tha Cubang also look te our Indepen:
dence day as theirs in a sense, since
we are the glvers and guardians of
their liberty. July 20, the day on
which Colombla makes merry, is the
birthday of Gen. Simon Dollvar, the
Venezuelan, who freed Vanezuela,
New Granasda, Peru and Rolivia from
the yoke of Spain.

Bollvar united Venezuela and New
Granada under the nume of Colombia,
of which natlon he was president for
nine years, until his death In 1830, Bo-
Hvia was a new state carved out of
what bad been royallet Peru and so
named in honor of Dolivar, who was
nlso 1ts president. His birthday serves
as @ additional nationnl festival in
Venezuela, Peru and Hollvla and e
generally observed in n more or lesg
official way ull over Central and South

try where the American
July is more generally observed than
nnywhere else abroad.

In the cosmo-
politan city of Shanghal our nain

the

American
Judge for China, who ranks next to

consul general, and
the American minister at Pekin, and
other prominent American residents,
keep open house for all their friends,
regurdless of nutlonallty., An oration
in dellvered ag a rule, the Stars and
Stripes fly in all parte of the foreign
settloment and the eily generally is
in a galn mood. A program of sports
gnd g dress parade by the Shanghai
volunteer corps, componpd of Hritish,
Germans, Americans, ote, help to
make the day lively and the good old
fireworks are not omitted.

For severnl yeuars It has been the
custom in some treaty ports of China
for the British and Americans jointly
to celebrate the Fourth of July. This
may sound strange to ears that are
not cosmopolitan. And in a commer
cial sense it really is unusual, for If
there 18 any natlon upon whose ad-
vancement in the far Rast the in-
trenched Briton looks with misgivings
it I8 the Amerlcan. Nevertheless,
there always are enough lberal minds
on both sldes to bring about a2 mutual
rejoicing, In these colebrations the
Americams acknowledge England as
thelr mothor and the British express
their unbounded pleasure over the
wondarful progress and mighty growth
of Britannin's lusty offspring.

Since Chinn became u republie the
Chinese people themselvea have de-
veloped a keen euriosily over “"Mall-
can mans"” merrymaking. They know
that thelr government eame to them
from this country, through students
who were educated in our colleges and
taught the true spirit of democracy,
An exceedingly graceful compliment
was pald to America nud Americans
Inst Fourth of July in Peking, by Presi-
dent Yuan Shih Kal, who drove per-
sonally to the American legation to
congratulate the American represents.
tive, B, T. Willlams, on the birth of
the nation and to lay stress upon the
debt China owes the Unlted States for
her fast friendship and good example
in the past. In severul citles leading
Chinese requested the privilege of par-
tieipating in the Amerloan fete,

In the Philippine islands the Fourth
of July passes off without much varin-
tion from the way we observe it here
at home. All the timehonorad forms
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day is the causé of an international
A big resaption is held by our |

feto.

FREEDOM,

Here Is the foregt now.

Ar on that old July

When first our fathers took the vow.
The blueblrd, stalned with enrth and sky.
Shoutx from a blowing bough

In green, asrlal frecdom, wild st high,
And now, as then, the bhobolink

Out on the uncertnin brink
Of the swaving maple swings
Laooxing his song out link Ly
Whili

golden link,

over the wood his proclamation
rinus,

A daring bonst that would unkingdon
kings!

Even so the wild birds sang on hough and
wall
That day the bell of Independence Hall

Thundered upon the world the word of
mnn,

The word of God uttered when the world
began—

That day when Hberty began to be

And mighty hopes were out on lnnd and
wen.

But Frecdom ealls her conscripts, now as
then;

It i# an endless hottle 1o be froe

Aa the old dangers lessen from the akics
New dangera rise

Down the long centuries eternelly,
Agnin, again will rise Thermopylae;
Aguin, ngnin, & new Leonidos

Must hold for God the lmperiled pass,
Ax the long nges rin

New Lexington will rige on Lexington
And miany r valorous Warren fall
Upon the Imperiled wall

Man s the conseript of an endless quest

A long divine adventure without rost

A holy war, o battle yal unwon

When he shall ellmb beyond the burnd
out sumn,

Each hard-enrned freedom withers 1o &
hond;

Freedom forever Is besond-beyond!
Edwin Markbam In The Independent
B e e e Y
of entertainment and amusement are
observed, but this in eell I8 a re
markable fact, for the natives take
part in the festivities with gusto. A
baseball game between an American
und a Filipino team is generally a fea-
ture, and it is crowding the cockpit oft
the boards. Drills by Filipino scout
and constabulary start many a pro
gram, and in the provinces the native
governor gives a reception and dance
to the American and prominent Span
ish and Milipino residents of his pro

vineinl capital,

Typical American parades, given
color by WMlipino participation, are
held In Manila, Noilo. Cebu, Albay
Zamboanga and even in the small
towns, In Manlla everything In the
way of refreshments and amusements
Is free to all children, whether they
b Americans, Filipinos, Europeans,
Chinese, Japanese, Indians or whatnot
in Manila the day is not complete
without i specinl band concert on the
Luneta In the evening by the famous
constabulary band, composed of elghty
gkillful natlve musicians, who have
heen trajned by an American negro
from Boston, untll they are recognized
a8 gne of the bhest bands in the world.
They made special trips from Manlla
to play nt the innuguration of Presi
dents Roosevelt and Talt To our il
pino wards, “cuatro de Julio” is a
great fiesta

“Open House' Abroad.

Wherever an American minister,
consul oy any other oMelal representa
tive has hig abode abroad, there will
ba found open house on July 4. As &
rule, a reception, followed perbaps by
i dance or 4 concert, make up the
day's formalities, In London, Paris
and Berlin the celebrations are quite
elaborate,

ln far western Canada, where there
I8 a big sprinkling of Americans, the
day Is made a great deal of. In the
mining provinee of Britlsh Columbina
the town of Rossland was for vears
more American than Canadian,  Dur
ing the Yunkee relgn it was natural
that all tracks should be cleared for
the Fourth, nnd rock drilling contests,
the miners' favorite, furnished plenty
of excitement. In Alaska, Indlan wa-
ter sports and feats of daring, log
rolling contests in the water, and dog

races are the prinecipal numbers on
| the program.

-
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MILEAGE OF GUR GOOD ROADS

Department of Agriculture Gathering
Information to Serve as Basis
for Estimating Value,

The United States department of ags
riculture is now gathering information
which, when complete, should not only
give the total mileage of public roads
it the United States and their cost,
bug should serve as a basls for estl-
mating the relative value of the dif-
feren' kinds of highways, Some 156,000
sets o. Ingquiry blanks have already
been distributed through the state
highway commissions, and some of
thege are now beginning to come back
to the department, Each set consists

of four cards.

Of these the first asks for Informa-
tion on the mileage ol different classes
of rouds In the county to which it is
gent, The mileage does not include,
of course, sireets In citles and towns.
The roads are divided into ten classes
ag follows Brick paved, conerete,
macadam with the addition of some

subgtance such as asphalt, oil, or tar,

Macadam Road Treated With Asphalt
Binder.

plain macadam, gravel, shell, other
hard surfaced roads, =and and clay
mixture properly graded and drained,
ordinary earth roads properly con-
atructed, and, finally, unimproved
roads.

The second card asks for informa-
tion In regard to the tax rate for the
roads and the amount of work and
money expended on them.

The third blank is concerned with
the names of local road officlals, and
the fourth with facts in regard to the
bond jssues and the indebtedness of
the counties for their road systems,

As there are approximately 3,000
countles in the United States, in
many of which the mileage hus never
even been estimated, it is hardly prob-
able that this preliminary survey will
be exact. The department, however,
will be able to detect any excessively
inaccurate reports for the road mile-
age per square mile of territory does
not vary excessively. Except In desert
or undeveloped country less than half
a mile of public road to every sguare
mile of territory Is rare, while, in the
most thickly populated rural sections
the maximum is no more than two and
one-half or three miles. Thus, in
France, there is an average for the en
tire country of 176 to a square mile.
In Italy, however, thig lLas fallen to
86, possibly on account of the moun-
tainous character of much of the penin-
sula and of Sicily and Sarvdinia.

In America the average ig approxl
mately 80 milog, which, in view of the
fagt that much of the country is
sparsely settled seems unduly high. An
explanation, however, 1s to be found in
the fact that in many states the law
provides that cuch section lne shall
be a publiec road. Thus, for example,
thete are in the state of Iowa alone
more than 104,000 miles of legal high-
ways, manifestly a much larger mile-
age than s required by traffic.

When the informuation in regard to
the existing roads which the depart
ment is now seeking is complete, it is
the intention to continue the inquiry
year after vedr in order to ascertain
the durability and economy of the va-
rious kinds of highways. The data
thus collected ghould be useful to road
engineers all aver country and
it is hoped that county ngents and
otheras interesied in improvement of
agriculture will do thelr best to faclli-
tate the collection of the desired lo-
formation

the

Shortens the Distance.

There I8 nothing that shortens the
digtance between the farm and the
market as much as good roads, IUs
the greatest economy the farmers can
have,

Wide Tires to Stay.

The widetired wagon has come to
sla) On our common earth roads
and in the field a 60 per cent more
loud cun be pulled on u widetired
wagon than on one with narrow tires;
then, again, the wide tires help In
packing the road, while the narrow
tires make the ruls

Should Not Grumble,

The dalryman, whose products wre
particularly perishable, should be the
last man on earth to grumble sbout

paving money for road improvement.
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THINNING FRUIT AFTER “JUNE DROP”

(Propured by the Unlted Blates Depart-
ment of Agriculture.)

In the minds of some peach grow-
ers, to teach the thisning of the fruit
ig2 to teach beresy. ‘The thing most
desired by them is the biggest peach
crop possible, Then the heavier the
“sel" of fruit the better, and the last
consideration 1s to plck off uny of it
until it is picked for market, This Is
their philosophy.

The matter of thinning the fruit on
heavily loaded peach trees should re-
quire no special argument to estal-
lish the wisdom of the practice, but
the reasons for thinning may be brief-
ly set forth in the present connection,
The fact Is widely recognized that
maost varieties of peaches, as well as
other fruits, for that matter, under fa-
vorable conditions often set much
more fruit than the tree can possibly
develop to a good degree of perfec-
tion for commercial purposes. The in-
lerent natural purpose of the tree is
to perpetuate its kind., To this end,
left to itself, its tendency is to develop
the largest possible number of seeds,
with each seed possessing the poten-
tial possibility of a new tree.

The grower's aim is for the tree to
produce the largest possible amount
of fruit that can attain the highest
commercial standard. The inherent
effort of the tree und the object de-
sgired by the grower impose, or at least
tend to impose, Incompatible require-
ments, The development of a great
number of seeds i8 a tree-exhausting
process, This is opposed to the de-
velopment of large fruit. To meet his
ends in this respect the grower hasg
recourse to thinniong the fruit,

There is perhaps no operation in the
production of peaches which requires
keener judgment in order to reap its
full benefits than does thinning the
fruit. However, no fixed rules for it
can be given., It is commonly advised
to thin so that the fruits will not be
nearer together than four to six
inches. This direction is quite gen-
erally applicable, yet it may have sev-
eral important modifications under dif-
ferent conditions. The stirength of
the tree, the fertility of the soil, and
especially the soil molsture are all co-
ordinate factors governing this op-
eration, These factors, together with
the size of the crop, or, In other words,
the number of frufts allowed to de-
vaelop on the tree, govern very largely
the size and perfection of the indi-
vidual fruits, except as fungous dis-
eases and insects may affect them.

Obviously, a vigorous tree growing
under favorable conditions as to mois-
ture, plant food, etc., can develop a
larger number of fruits to good slze
than ¢an a weak tree, or even the
same tree when there is a marked de-
ficlency either in the supply of mois-
ture or of plant food.

The skill of the grower is shown in
hie ability to adjust the size of the
crop on his trees to the varying sea-
gonal conditions. While he is power-
less, of course, to add more fruit, it is
guite within his power to' reduce the
number of fruits on the trees If the
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PROLONG THE LIFE OF FENCE POSTS

Pruning Peach Treea Iin Allegheny Mountain Orchard.

fseason becomes very dry as it pro-
gressesn. Thus the grower should aim
to control the size of the individual
fruits by thinning and by tillage und
pruning

It {8 gsometimes argued that the ex
penae of thioning makes it prohibitive.
But this Is tallacious. While it may
cost a relatively large amount per
tree, it is the experience of the best
growers that, as a rule, actually more
high grade fruit ie produced on a tree
which bears only a moderate crop
than on one which is heavily over-
loaded, and the average f{ruit on the
tree with a moderate crdp 18 of better
grade than the best fruit on an over
loaded tree,

Another factor
looked when

Is commonly over-
the cost of thinning ie
considered. The operation should be
done after the “June drop'"—which
usually occurs from a month to six
weeks after the blossoming period,
when the imperfectly fertilized and
other weakly developed embryo fruits
drop off—and before the pits begin to
harden. After the “"June drop” is over
there is but very little dropping of
the peaches. Hence, practically all of
the fruit which remains then will be
on the trees at harvest time, It will
have to be picked then, anyway. It is
a falr assumption that it will cost noe
more and probably considerably less
to plek a portion of the crop in June
or July and drop the fruit on the
ground than it will to pick it later and
put it in a basket, where much of it
will have to be handled over several
times in grading and packing and then
finally large quantities discarded as
culls because the frults are so small,
Moreover, the fruit on an overloaded
tree will sometimes ripen less uni
formly than on a tree that has & mod
erate crop.

It has already been stated that the
development of the pits is.an exhaus
tive process. Therefore, the limiting
of the number of frults tends to con
serve the vitality of the tree. A large
portion of the flesh of the peach is
water; hence, if the soil is well sup
plied with molsture the development
of the edible portion of the fruit makes
a relatively light demand on the
strength of the tree.

The United States department of
agriculture, Washington, will send in
terested fruit growers, free of charge,
its farmers" bulletin (No. 632) on
“Growing Peaches” which givea in de-
tail much information on the pruning
of trees, renewal of tops, thinning, in-
terplanted crops and special practices.

Cut Out Raspberry Canes.

Keep raspberry canes pinched off
as they reach a height of four ieet.
This s easlly done, and makes them
grow outside shoots on which berries
will grow the next spring.

Conserve Moisture.

If the weather turns dry, cultivate
the truck patch often, keeping an
inch of the tup sell ns fine as possible.
This will prevent evaporation and con-
serve the moisturesin the soil,

Tank Made of 14Gauge Sheet lron,

By B 4 CHEYNEY)

The rotting of timber Is caused by
the work of fungl, very minute Hyiug
organisms, which get into the crev-
ices of the wood. The fungi feed on
certain subsitaners in the wood and
causa it to break down or rot. Like
all other living organisms thege fungl
require heat, air, and moisture, in ad-
dition to their food supply., If the soll
contains the right smount of alr and
molsture for the best growth of fungl,
the decay of fence posts Is rapld, but
o very dry soll the decay is slow
Hence the life of a post dopends sotne
what on the kind of soll fn which It
is sot, and the success of any preserva
tive treatment depends on the degrep
Lo which It exeludes air and molstur
a3 well as (ts effectiveness in polson

Ing the wood,
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Used for Applying Qil to Timbers.

Thorough seasoning, or dryving, ls
the cheapest method of lengthening
the life of wood and I8 n necessary
preliminary to any furthed treatment.

“Wood preservation” réecently
come to mean, to the general public,
the use of creosote, eltheér as an ex-
téernal application or forced into the
tissues of the wood. Treatment with
craosote, though considered a new
thing in thls country, has
in England and Prance for a long

has

been used

lime,

eapecinll vith rallroad tles Ireat
ing companice therg guarantee treat
el beech tles for 15 vetr vrvice
when, untreated W 14 & t
WO years Eyven in this alry Lhere
are millic of tles I+ and e
treated every yeas Fhelr dur

I8 thereby Incrensed y 0, iy
sometimes on fald

o o
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