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VER In Ceylon the loyal natives have
long ealled their beautiful  island
"Pearldrop on the brow of India.”
A name most approprintely be
stowed when we recall that in Cey
lon waters lle probably the oldest
pearl-fishing grounds known to man
For thousands of years they have
nant forth the chofcest gems to add
luster to the crown of royal ruler or
to sdorn the bosom of the falrest
queen of culture and wealth.
shortly after nightfall of o pleasant evening
our little steamer salled out of the harbor of Co
lombo, bound for the “pearly shores,” for an
anchorage a few miles off the port of Arippu,
near which place the pearl-fighing fleet was o be-
Ein operations at the risizug of the sun. 1In Coy-
lon the oyster beds are under government super-
vislon, and about March of each year a great
pearl-fishing expedition hovers over the waters
of the Gulf of Muunar. The personnel of the
flnet Is made up of Malays, Arabs, Indians, Singa-
lese, and those from various other branches of
Indla’s teeming millions,

The experience of the stranger with the unique
fleet 8 not disappointing. The slght of thou-
#ands of divers from hundreds of lttle boats,
plunging into the water or riding downward
astride heavy welghts, rising with thelr treas-
ures, others returning to the watery depths, the
babel of strange volces combine to palnt a ple-
turesque and lasting impression upon the mind
of the visitor,

The waters around Ceylon and those of the
Gult of California have the richest pearl-produe-
Ing oyster beds in existence. Situated on oppo-
site sldes of the earth, It 1n Interesting to com-
pare the work of the pearl hunters or divers, so
far separated, yeot pursuing many methods {n
common In the search for precicus Eems bensath
the waters. In Ceylon upon s glven signal the
diving begins; the boats are small and hold com-
fortably elght or twelve persons. The men
waar few clothes, and each man takes a turn at
diving, for all of them aAppear to be experts. A
rope with weight attached & thrown over the
nlde of the bhoat, the diver attaches himself to
the rope, and his asslstant lowers him into the
water. Other divers plunge downward unassist-
od. Around the diver hangs a bag, within which
he places the oysters as rapidly as he can plek
them from the sea bottom.

On the Mexiean comst, of which La Pag (s the
general rendezvous, the method of peariing is
much the same as in Ceylon. Many of the ves
wels used are larger, and the modern diving sult
{8 more in evidence. There In usually a large
sallboat called the “mother.” and probably half a
domen smaller ones termed “luggers.” The lat-
ter are manned by a crew of six or elght men,
ons or two of whom are divers. The small boats
transfer thelr catches at frequent intervals to
the larger vessel standing by, whers the shells
are openod and carefully examined for pearls.

What I8 a pearl? Before considering other
pearl-fishing grounds, especlally those of the
Americas, It may be of interest to know Just how
the pearl is produced; that is, so far as the sclen.
(e réader I8 concerned. One of the shortest
and most striking definitions s that suggested
by a French sclentist, who says “a pearl is the
birilllant marcophagus of a worm.” Others go
mora into detall and declare that the growth of
the poearl is often associated with a possible de-
grea of annoyance or pain. The tiny deposit that
finds Jtself within the shell of a mollusk or oyster
may be Introduced accldentally or purposely, as
wa shall see later. The forelgn substance within
the shell s belleved to lrritate the oyster and
bo begins to cover it with a serles of thin layers
of calclum carbonate. Little by llttle these pe
cullar layers are formed, and in o few years a
beautiful pearl may be the result, or the forma-
tion may prove absolutely worthless,

Pearlforming mollusks are widely distributed
pyver the world, and they may be univalves or
biyalves; In the former shape we sometimes find
them in conchs and (v the latter classification In
clams and oysters. The wubject {n various rami-
fications has proved interesting and fascinating
to Investigators; but this story ls only a general
talk about the pearl, and the solentific deluiis are
left to those who make a serious study of the
pature of this famous and much-prized ornament,

Salt-water pearl fishing in the Americas has
been pursued from our earllest history, and while
these pearling waters may not be sg anclent as
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the fisheries of Ceylon or those of the Persian
gulf, Columbus and those who followed In hils
wake often found uncivilized natives wearing
pearls of great value. Indeed, so many pearls
were found off the Venezuelan coast that early
explorers gave the name of “El Gulfo de las
Perlas"” to certain waters where the pearls wp-
peared to be plentiful.

Today the pearl fisherles of Margarita island,
off the Venesuelan coast, become active each au-
tumn, when hundreds of small boats present a
scene not unllikg that of the pearl season of Call-
fornla or Ceyioh.

Many of the expert divers of Venezuela have
engaged themselves to an Heuadorian ecompany
which Is developing pearl fishing along the coast
of that country. Near the little port of Manta
the results have proved quite satisfactory, and
durlng a recent year about $20,000 worth of
pearle were shipped to European markets,

About the shores of numerous lslanda in the
Bay of Panama there are pearl fisheries, One of
these fslands, to which the name of Pearl has
been given, has long been supplylng pearls of
greater or less value. The work about this and
other islands of Panama bay Is carrled on llke
that of Lower California. One of the great dim.
cultles encountered is the heavy tides of this
section of the Paclific, which prevent steady work

There are various other sections of the oceans
that supply fine pearls, such as the shore of
Queensland (Australin), the Red sea, New Guinea
wators, about the Island of Madagascar, and
elsewhere., Generally speaking, an ordinary fish-
Ing boat party expects to secure several tons of
shells a day, and possibly one shell in a thonsand
contalns a pearl. The Mexican waters in which
fishing 18 done are from 30 to 60 feet deep, and
the fleet is active four to six months in the year,
beglnning operations in the autumn. A pearling
expedition as equipped for the Mexican waters
often costs $10,000 to $15,000 to outft, and pos-
slbly at the end of the season the catch may not
be worth half the amount expended., But If no
mishap ocours to any of the little vessels the
supply of motherof-pearl shells obtalned should
be of sufMclent value to repay the general out
fitting expenses,

One of the allied industries of pearl fishing Is
that of obtaining valuable shells, which we know
aa motherof-pearl. The latter are found gener
ally aslong with the pear! fisherles; and often
when no pearls exist within the oyster the shells
themselves may be of considerable value.

Motherof-pearl is defined as the “internal na-
creous lning of the molluscan shell.” Thia shell,
a8 {8 well known, Is In genoral use In our homes,
where It is highly prized for tollet artlcles, for
handles to knives, for buttons, and countless
other services where & high pollsh and lasting
qualities are desired. The monks und other In
habitants of Bethlehem are sald to bs among the
world’s most skilled workers in mother-of-pearl
shells: the beautiful ornaments that come from
that anclent coity are highly valued in leading
cities of Europe nnd Amerlica

Pearls In the Americas, ns in other conntries.
shiould now be within the reach of those of mod.
est means. Today In world markets of London,
Rombay, Parls or La Faz the pear! (s solling for
about half lts ordinary velue,

It 18 said that pearls from wilers of the Amer-
lcas are to be seen In the erowns of most Buro
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buan rulers.

One of the most valuable pearls
over obtained in Mexican fisheries was sent to
Paris and there sold to the emperor of Austria
for $10000. On another oceasion the government
of Spain presented to Napoleon IIl a black Mex-
lcan pearl valued at $25,000. The combination
tinta of black, blue and green are quite rare, and
the Mexican and Panama pearls often combine
these colorings, and apparently have reached
pearl perfection.

The Venezuelan fisheries produce annually
more than half a milllon dollars’ worth of pearls
Many of the world’s most beautiful gems have
come from that country, and It is sald that in
1679 King Philip of Spain obtained from near
Margarita island a pearl welghing 260 carats,
which was variously estimated to be worth from
$40,000 to $100,000. The most perfect pearl In
the world Is sald to be “La Pellegrina.” a rare
gem that s preserved in the Zosima museum In
Moscow; it welghs 28 carats, is globular in form,
and originally came from Indian waters. The
world's largest pearl I8 in the Hope ecollection
In the Victorla and Albert museum, London. It
welghs three ounces and has a circumference
of 415 Inches,

One of the world's leading authorities op pearls
Is Dr. George F. Kunz. According to a recent
writer, the former says that a pearl of the finest
grade should have “a perfect skin, fine orfent
or delieate texture, ba free from specks or flaws,
and be of translucent white color, with a sub-
dued Irldescent sheen. It should be perfectly
spherieal, or if not, of symmetrical shape. White
or pink pearls are the finest, owing to their dell-
cate sheen,"

In China and Japan the mention of the pear!
occurs In the history of those countries as early
as 1000 B, C, Pearling Industry in both nations
has passed down through the ages, and even
today It gives employment to many workers,
skilled and unskilled. Visitors to Jupan will be
especlally interested In Mikimoto's pearl farms
at Argo bay; they are marvels of scientific ac
complishment In the propagation of pearis, The
methods pursued are more or less as follows:
The young oysters are brought from the waler,
A derum I8 Injected Into the shell: this substance
sots up irritation within, and the oyster, it seems,
then begins to coat the offensive foreign matter
with layer after lnyer of calcareous deposits. A
few years pass and the same oyster s fished
from the waters and his pearl-making work ex-
amined. Possibly a beautiful pearl may have
been formed,

Many so-called pearls seen today are but imi
tations of the genulne article, and some of them
are so cleverly constructed that a trained eye
I8 required to see the deception

River or fresh-water pearls are found quite
generally in temperate climes of the northern
homisphere, especlslly in the Britlsh 1sles. Sax-
ony, Bavaria, Bohemia, Canada., and in many
states of the Unlon, In several of the rivers of
Ohlo, n those of Wisconsin, Ilinols, Arkansas,
Tennessee, Kentucky, Texas, Michigan and other
states, mussels have been found from time (o
time that contained good pearis,

the army.

African war, he will know that he has a dangerous antagonist in Sir Archi-
bald Hunter, who will never admit defeat, and can be relled upon to find

his way out of the tightest corner

But “Fighting Archie

Bir Archibald Hunter, whom
Lord Kitchener placed in command of
the third Britieh army, has bullt up
during his forty years of service, a
reputation for valor which the most
gseasoned campaigner might envy;
moreover, he §s loved and trusted hy
his soldiers, who know him as “Fight
ing Archie.”

Hiz brilllunt career began with
the Nlle expedition, and later In the
Sudan campalgn he was geverely
wounded at Guies, and was roward
for his services with the D. 8 O
In Egypt Sir Archibald Hunter was
Lord Kitchener's right-hand man, and
he commanded a division which was
present at K. of K.'s triumph at
Khartoum.

During a period of fifteen years
almost continuous fAghting Sir Archi
bald earned nineteen decorations and
orders, and created a record by be-
ing promoted to the rank of general
aflter only twenty-two years' service in

If the kalser is well acquainted with the history of the South

For 8ir Archibald played a conspleuous
part in the South African campalgn, and at its conclusion a public reception
was proposed to honor the famous soldler

i8 more at home on the battlefleld than on a
publie platform, and he modestly refused the suggested ceremony,

JULES BOIS’ TRAGIC ROMANCE I

When Jules Bols, the distin-
gulshed man of letters of France, was
In Ameriea last spring those who were
famillar with his life recalled the
tragle romance of his early vears that
fccounts for his deep Interest in the
advancement of woman

In his youth M. Bois fell In love
with & woman who, loving him in re-
turn, was bound by s marriage un-
fortunate and at the same time, un
der the French law, indissoluble. The
woman died In reality of a broken
heart. and M, Bois, moved at once by
her sad fate and his own sorrow.
vowed his life to the cause of the
emancipation of woman. It is from
this standpoint that he views the war
of the nations, concerning which he
bas the idea that the outcome will
be for the woman what the revolution
was for France. It is, he sayvs, the
''89 maternelle”—<the date of the
tights of mothers

Government, he says, has been

surate with her duties,

maintained and operated by brute force to no end but the incomparable
slaughter of human life now going on, which writes in letters of blood on the
page of political history that “it is not good for man to be alonu.”
little good for man to be alone in the government of cities and of states as In
any othLer situation in life, therefore a new Eve 18 to come—the woman who
will take her place beside man in politice empowered with rights commen-

It is as

PEDDLER TO

PROFESSOR

Leo Wilener, professor of Slavie
languages at Harvard university, fa-
mous eduecator, author of numerous
philological and literary works and
father of the boy prodigy, Norbert
Wiener, got his start as a teacher in
Kansas City, where he once sold shoe-
strings on the sweets. The story of
his eight years here 18 a convinclng
proof of the theory that the success-
ful man makes his own opportunities.

When the young Russian fmmi
grant first went to Kansas Clty, after
working on a Kansas farm, he was
penniless and friendless. His firat
job was as janitor of a dry goods
store. Then a French-Canadian ped-
dler persuaded him to take up his
own profession and supplied him with
25 cents capital. He started out with
& paper box full of shoestrings ami
other things, and more than quad-
rupled his capital before evenirg. He
prospered greatly and soon became

known to the wholesale houses as a
bold and shrewd purchaser of slightly damaged goods Then young Wiener
discovered the public library, and thenceforth devoted to trafiic only enough
time to provide himseif with necessaries. The rest of the time he spent in
study in the library., Several years later he obtalned a position as teacher in
the Central high school of Kansas City.
versity of Missouri, and thence to Harvard.

From there he went to the Uni-

MILLIONAIRESS WHO WORKS

—

“l can't think of anything more
stupld than days devoted to bridge
tournaments, fo pink-tea gossip and
entertaining hosts of people in many
of whom you have not the slightest
interest.”

S0 says Miss Rosalie Jones, who
has gained national prominence in
connection with the suffrage move-
ment, and, putting her ideas Into prac-
tice, she has become an automebile
saleswoman In New York This
would be in no way remarkable were
it not for the fact that Miss Jones re-
cently {nherited more than a million
dollars through the death of her fa-
ther, Oliver Livingston Jones. The
Jones mangion at Cold Spring Harbor,
[.. I, is one of the show places of a
section noted for its handsome estates
and overlooks 500 well-kept acres
Rosalle’'s family have closed thelr
town house and taken up their all-
year residence in the country, but
Rosalle herself (s Hyving In a modest

one for a livellhood,

ballot for wouen,

hotel in the city and earning happiness and contentment as well as money
No womuan can be self-respecting, she belleves, who Is dependent upon some-

Miss Joues denleg that she has lost Interest in woman suffrage, asserting
that, on the contrary, she is more than ever keenly alive to the need of the

“FIGHTING ARCHIE” HUNTER

e




