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Roy Roberts

Murder of Vern_ Connett

Two Days Consumed in Getting Jury

After working for two days on se-
lecting the jury to sit on the case of
the state v8. Hoy Roberts, charged with
the murder of Vernon Connett, the case
wus opened at the night session of
court Wednesday after supper., The
taking of testimony was begun yester-
day morning and before noon Coro-
ner Maloney and Mra, Vernon Connett,
wife of the missing man, were both put
on the stand.

The selecting of the jury was the
hardest task. The entire panel called
for the January term was examined
and only . one of them was accepted as
a juror. In addition to this forty-one
talesmen were examined before they
succeeded in getting through with the
pre-emptory challenges, Twenty-three
men were selected from which the jury
was drawn by lottery and the attor-
neys drew the jury Just before supper
Weodnesday evening, The following
men were drawn on the jury: Louis
Carlson, T. E. Burgner, Homer Wel«

liver, Jacob Bristol, George Macomber, |

Hugh Songer, Biring Baker, Louis
Reflor, John Snyder, Scott Shaner, F.
E. Kronquist and Orson Covell,

The Opening Statements

At the opening of the case Wednes-
day evening both attorneys made
their opening statements to the jury,
Attorney Gibbs speaking for about
twently minutes and -Attorney Keefe,
who appears for the defense,, speaking
about seven minutes, After this court
adjourned until yesterday morning on
account of the i{llness of one of the
jurors.

In the opening statement Attorney
Gibbs told briefly what they woul al-
tempt Lo prove, dwelling largely upon
the sudden disappearance of a ydung
man of twenty-four years of age who
left a wife barely eighteen years old
and a five-months-old baby. He gave
the facts up to their coming to this
city and going to the Sund place in
company with Roberts, later coming
back to North Platte where Vernon
Connett for the last time kissed his
young wife good bye as she took the
train for Mason City. Also some facts
following this.

Attorney Keefe dwelt upon the de-
famatory statements made in the news-
papers and through gossip and of the
small chance Roberis had with public
opinion against him. He stated that
Roberts is a voung man of barely
twenty-two years and pleaded for jus-
tice, admonishing the jurors to lay
aside all prejudice and to decide in
favor of right upon the facts hrought
out in teatimony.

Coroner Maloney First Witness

Yesterday morning before a crowded
court room with people assembled in
the halls rapping for admittance Coro-
ner W, R, Maloney was called on the
witness stand, Before him sat Roy
Roberts and his attorney, James T.
Keefe, on one slde of the table and
(lounty Attorney Gibbsg and Presi-
ilent Maggi on the other side.

The firat evidence Introduced was the
finding of the body on January 18th
and the care it hed boen given. After
this the gaping skull with the teeth
partly missing was introduced as evi-
dence. The clothes which were found
on the body were also introduced and
the coroner testified that they were
the clothes which were found on the
body. He dalso told of the three frac-
tures in the skull, one in front, above
and between the eyes, and the others
on either side of the head above the
ears and back of the temples,

Mrs. Connett on the Stand

Mrs., Vernon Connett was then call-
efl, She stated the facts of their com-
ing here in a covered wogon, leaving
Hird City, KRansas, July 26 and arriv-
ing in North Platte on July 31st. BShe
told of their meeting Roy Roberts and
of his accompunying them to the Sund
place, of their camping there over
night and of her return to this eity
and departure for Mason City.

She was then asked to identify the
clothes that were found on the body
and identified them as having belonged
to Vernan Conneil She stated that
she had last seen them when her hus-
band was wearing them and that she
was positive they had belonged to
iim. She was then handed the skull
and Jower jaw and identified them by
the teeth. Corvoner Maloney was then
called back and producod as evidence
tho halr tound with the body and stated
that it was bhuman hair and had been

n his possession since he had pleked
it up Mrs. Connelt later identified
It a8 heing the same as her husband's
n both color and Lexture,

Mrg, Connett testificd that
vigited the morgue on Tuesday and
had' earefully examined all the ex
hibits produced and knew thoem posi-
tively as those having belonged to her
hushand. §Sh wns then handed tho
blankel, gun, trousers and hat as

hose which had been in the wagon, tha
property of Vernon Connett. The post

hind

ghe

on Trial for

card was also produced as evidence,
She testified that she had received It
on August 8rd and that ft was not in
her husband’s hand writing. The post
ciard read as follows: “Dear Girlle—I
have got a job teaming and will be here
for some time. I will be moving around
and do not know what my address will
be. Don't write to me until you hear
from me agoin which may be several

days. 1 hope you and the baby dre
well, VERNON.”
Mrs. Connett later introduced as

evidence a vest which had belonged to
Vernon Connett and testified that it
had belonged to the same ocuit as the
trousers which were found on the
bady. She stated that they belonged
to Vernon's wedding sult and that she
had first ¢een the suit when they were
married,

Her testimony in the frinl was quite
pitiful, She bore up bravely through
the ordeal, not breaking down once
When the worst testimony was intro-
duced ghe would bile her lip and give
a short hysterical laugh and would
then be composed and able to go on
with her testimony.

| Tell of the Sale of Team

After the cross-examination of Mrs.
Connett, Friend Carpenter, proprie-
tor of thé llvery barn at Hershey
iwh-.-r(- the team was sold, wos eallod

identified some of the clothing which |
had been found at the Saunders home |
at Brule. The clothes had been given |
to Sherilf Beal as those of Roberts :mdi
some of them she (dentified as having
belomged to Vernon Connett,

Move to Kelth Theatre

Sherit Beal was then callod to the
stand and the court then adjourned to
move to the Keith theatre bullding.
The crowd around the doors of the
cour't house was so large that people
¢ould scarcely get in and out. When
the court arrived at the theatre bulld-
ing it was already comfortably filled
down stalrs and he instructed the ball-
iff to let only enough in to flll the seals
and send the rest up stalrs. In & very
few minutes the upstairs was crowded
and many were standing in the aisles,

Sheriflf Beal was the fArst to be call-
ed to the stand in the theatre bullding,
He testifled to getting Rober(s’ clothes
from the Saunders home in Brule and
expressing them to Mr, Maggl at Lin-
coln. He stated that he knew Hoberts
by sight previous to this time, he hav-
ing been parcled to Mr Saunders and
been employad at Brule on a dray
line. He ldentified the clothes as those
he had collected by resnson of some
red ink marks he had made on them.

Chalrman Maggl on the Stand

B. G. Maggi, of Lincoln, chair-
man of the board of pardons, was then
called, He went over the facts of
itoberts’ inearceration in the peniten-
tiary, his parole from that place and
the revoking of that parole. Upon
cross examination the attorney for
the defense put him through a hard
grilling regarding certain date and

[ to the stand. He testified that Rob-
| erts came to his livery barn on Mon-|
day morning about elght-thirty and|
left his team for feed. That Roberts)
then left to get breakfast and upon his
return asked If he (Carpenter) would
|not purchase the team. Upon Car-

panter's refusal he asked for a buyer
| and that several men came to look at

the team. That Mr, Jenkins later pur-
| chased the team.

After this he told of Roberts throw-
| ing the bed springs, blankets, gun and
| other things from the wagon and of-
fering them to him. He accepted the
blanket and a lantern but refused the
other things. He stated that others
came along and picked up the gum
and springs from where they had been
thrown on the ground. He then
brought Roberts and a trunk and suit
cagé to North Platte and they left the
baggage in the depot. Roberts then,
he stated, gave him a five dollar gold
piece for selling the team and asked
him to dinner. They went to the Pal-
ace cafe'and had dinner after which
Roberts bought him & cigar and paid
him three dollirs, two and & hulf for
livery work and ‘fifty cents for feed.
He stated that Roberts asked for a
train to Grand Island and then stated
that he wished to see a man and left,
That was the last seen of him by Car-
penter. Carpenter pointed out Roberts
fn the court room to the jury and iden-
tified him as the man. Heretofore he
has claimed to remember nothing of
the'man and repeatedly has failed and
refused to identify him.

0. H, Eyerly, president of the Her-
shey bank was the next witness called.
He testified that Roberts came to the
bank during the forenoon of August
drd and asked him to make out & bill of
sale for the team to Mr. Jenkins. He
stunted that he made out the bill of
sale and that it was signed by the man
representing himself as Connett. He
also told of the man endorsing Mr.
Jenkins check and presenting it for
payment and that he paid the man $250
in gold.

The ecancelled check and the bill of
sale were introduced as evidence and
identified by Mr, BEyerly. He identified
the hand writing on the bill of sale
as his own and the check as Mr. Jen-
kins'. He also pointed out Roberts to
the jury and identified him as the man
who represented himself to be Vernon
Connett at the bank.

After dinner Mr. Eyerly was agin
called to the stand for a féew minutes
and he was followed by George Meln-
tire. Mr. McIntire identified Roberts
as soon as he saw him, He testified
that' Roberts had approached him at
Herghey and had offered him the team
for $260. He stated that he offered $200
and that Roberts then offersd to come
down to $2256. He refused and left
and later came back and found (hat
Roberts had sold the team to Jen-
kins. He also testified that Roberts
gave him the bed spring and the gun
and thalt he had kept them until they
were taken by the officers in the fall

Mr. Jenkins was then called to the
stand and told of buying the team. He
stated that he could not identify Rob-
| erts as he did not remembar him. He
{told of purchasing the team and ask-

ing for the bill of sale and of taking
| the team home. He stated that he left
| the wagon stand in the yard for pos-
lsibly three weeks before examining
the contents and he then found sev-
sral cooking utensils, an oil stove and
some patchwork guilts and a bed tick
in the wagon, He also told of finding
qome lotters but stated that he did not

1
|

matterg touching his qualifications as
an attorney and us o member of the
board of pardons. The state then
again took the witness and questioned
him regarding the statements which
he had taken ffom MNRoberts at the
penitentiary and at, the county jall
here. Mr. Maggi told of the first
statement made at the prison and of
the change of testimony Roberts gave
here and of his exonecrating Clayton
while he was in the county jall here.
He also told of the conflicting state-
ments that had been made by Roberts
since the inveatigation first began

Regarding the post card presumed
to have been written by Roberts from
Hershey and signed with Connetl's
name he related that Roberts had at
first denied having written it but the
comparison of the writing thereon and
of Roherts’ monthly reports was such
that it was easily identified and that
Roberts later admitted having writ-
ten it, That be also first denied having
gold the team and executing the bill
ot sale but that he later acknowledged
it when a facsimile of the signature on
the bill of sale was produced

The next witness to be placed on the
stand was George L. Mudd of Her-
shey. He testified to hoving met Rob-
erts in Hershey and to Roberts offer-
ing the team to him for $2§0, He said
ihat Roberts represented that his
mother was id in Towa and he was try-
ing to get back. He described the team

and fdentified Roberts In the court
room.
Warden Fenton was next put on

the stand and testified to Roberts hav-
ing been an inmate of the penitenti-
ary. He also told of the statement
that Roberts made on January 13th at
the prison to him, Mrs, Fenton, Mr,
Trout and Deputy Harman, telling of
the crime and of the loeation of the
body. Also of the fight that Roberts
stated occurred at the Sund place. He
stated that Roberts' testimony im-
plied that he and Clayton engaged in a
guarrel over Mrs, Clayton and that
Clavion threatened to kill her. That
Connett then “butted in” and a fight
ensued between Roberts and Connett
in which he was knocked down and
was being choked when he called for
help and Clayton came up and struck
the fatal hlow with a hammer,

Mrs. Fenton was Uthen called and
gave practically the same tc—stimouy:
stating that she had taken Roberts
statement on a typewriter.

Sheriff Salisbury was then called
and told of his various conversations
with Roberts regarding the case and
of the finding of the body on January
14th. He identified the cloithing and
the skull, also a picture of the place
where the body was found, Court was
then adjourned for supper

After supper the first wilness ealled
to the stand was Roy Connett, brother
to the murdered man He dentified
the clothes of his brother and in later
testimony identified the skull and jaw
as those of his brother. Upon cross

(Continued on page ocight.)

Burns Stacks to Keep Warm

With determined farmers lying In
ambush around him armed with load-
ed rifles and a burning hay stack on
either side of him an unknown
“Weary” of about sixty years of age
peacefully slept in comfort Tuesday
evening at the Trovile farm in the
Nichols vieinity.

Sheriff Sallshury was aroused about
midnight Tuesday night and asked to
come oul and stop & man from burning
up the country and such was the spec-
tacle ho and Deputy Wilson found wup-
on arrival. The man was arrosted
and brought to this city where he ro-
fused to give his name, He stated that
he hoped to g twenty years for the
offense, He had set fire to one stack
angl fearing that it would not send him
for the required time he set another
He 18 heing held at The county jafl t
awanit wrial and the officers do not
know if he is mentally unbalancdd or
gimply plain “nuatty.”

Elks Have Flue *Feed.”

About seventy members of the B, P
0 Elks ussembled last evening at 6:456
In the banguet room at thelr home to
enjoy the supper which was given by
the loging side In the recent billiard
tournament. Capiain Rincker and all
hia re-inforcements contributed cheer-
fully toward furnishing the excellent
supper which was served by Steward
Smith.

The supper was of the real oyster
variety and oysters were much in ev-
ideppce in varlous costumes. They
ware lirst served raw, then a fine stow
was served to each present and this
was followed with oysters of the fried
variety, and coffee. In all it out-
Smithed all the previous foeds given
by the jovial steward.

Sheriff  Beals of Ogalalla, and
Warden W. I°. Fenton, Chairman E. G,
Maggl and Secretary J. W, Shahan of
Linroln were guests of the club at the
supper. After supper Mr. Smith ask-
od all who wished to enter the next
tournament, which begins tomorrow
evening, to leave their names wilh
hinmi. The spofls of battle for the next
tournament will be a steak fry at the
New Vienna Cafe,

Deprived of Another Sensation

Now that the body of Vernon Connett
has been found intact, with the excep-
tion of natural deterioration, what
about the jawbone that played such a
mysterious part during the search for
the missing body. The man clalming
to find this jaw bone was only re-
cently arrested and taken to Colo-
rado on a charge of removing mort-
gagéd property from that state, and,
we understand, received a ten year
sentence  His real name was George
Allev, but he had two alinses, Alllson
and Ellls. There would be some sat-
isfaction in having this mysterious
“find” cleared up. Toe bad he was
taken away so suddenly—we might
goon have got a thigh bone, arm bones,
skull and finally a whole skeleton—
and then you know the doctor sald
that jaw bone was green, and that of
yvoung person, also it had been through

fire. It is somewhat mysterlous, isn't
it?—Hershey Times.
bo You Want to Buy
A coat, suit skirt or dress at the

greatest saving ever offered? At less
than one-quarter the real value? To-
morrow g vour last chance this sea-
son. Ouar “Last Call” sale closes 1o-
morrow, Saturday, January 30th. Hur-
rv if you want to get in on it
BLOCK'S, The Store That Keeps the
Prices Down in North Platte,

No Muosieale This Evening,

The musical program which was to
have been presented by the music de-
partment of the Twentleth Century
club this evening at the home of Mr,
and Mrs. E. F. Seeherger has been
postponed on account of Mr. Seeberg-
er's Mness. It will be held at a later
date, A nice program was prepared
for this evening and it wil probably bae
given later,

saturday Only—2 Ibs spare ribs and 1
guart spuer kraut 2he eash,
MARTI MARKET,

Writing from Arrow Rock, [daho,
K. R. Royer, formerly of this city says
“Had a ten-inch snow yesterday, mak-
ing fifteen inches for this sesson, but
notwithstanding this our boy killed
the last of the flies this week with his
Christmas pop gun.”

Mrs, L. W. Walker
Vargaret left last

mnd

night for Sloux
producing the

lure shows.

daughter

Falls, 8. I, to visit Mr, Walker who 1s
Buffalo Bill Indlan ple-

NE# |

o AR

to Aures

romember to whom they were ad
lresged
Mre. Connett was then recalled an |

NOT

delivered free

BEGINNING FEBRUARY 1ST

All purchases of $1.00 or more will be
to
within the city limits.

The Ten Cent Store.

ICE!

any address

' TOWN FARM

l The iifalfa
\ | | T I A M

Fray T 0 Ty und ol 0w
| res d has n

i 1L

O wWol en oF sand dunas o
f vulldings 1 vl mot Wfnll in
weoll worth 810 por o towmn 1ot
fantul The lnnd I8 under the oldest
| caunnl in the te, and irgigation with
| & pumping plont & practicable from
wiler 8§ fuet down 'lie town i Erow-
ing LWOo nDow mallls, and an Electrie
Light and Waler Waorks, bullt in 1914,
*he abuve land must be sold to pay
debin, and the price has been roduced
1o §$22.000 One-half cash l.'r neay

i $60 per acre Will divide, ,Write

D, (&, PATTERSON, 'Trustee,

1623 Farnam Streef, Omahys, Neb.

(COL. M. L. MeDERMOTYT
GENERAL AUCTIONEER
Btockand Farm Sales a Speclalty,

Phione Red 464

LOCAL AND PERSONAL

The record keeper of the Lady Mac-
cabees will be at Newton's store all af-

ternoon tomorrow, Saturday, January
30th.

FURS AT HALF PRICE
AT BLOCK'S,

Editor Fred Rasmussen of the Her-
shey Times arrived In the city yester-
day afternoon to attend the trinl of
Roy Roberts

Miss M. J. Stewart, deaconoss of the
Church of Our Saviour returned last
evening from a trip of several weeks
visiting relatives and friends. She was
callod home by the (liness of n brother
in Texan,

Migses Minnfe Sieman and Lilllan
Hoppe of North Platte were the guests
of honor at a party at the Saudman
home on Thursday evening of last
week, The oevening was spent playing
progrossive 500. Refreshments were
served during the evening —Chappell
Reglster,

Fresh Frozen Fish from now wntil
after Loent at TRAMIPS GROCERY
NTORE. gte

Jus A, McMichael and Chas, Hoyce
returned Tuesday from a two woeeks'
glay at Excelsior Springs Ma, This
is a trip Mr. McMichael has taken for
five or six consecutive years, and he
#ays he always feols benefitted. While
at the springs he met Mrs, J, H. Her-
ghey and daughter Helen, both of
whom are looking fine,

Next Tuesday is ground hog day and
the old saw is that If he sees his shad-
ow he will retire to his burrow for
six weeks to escape the cold and
stormy weather. Whether the hog
sees his shadow or nol, this far in ad-
vance we are willing to wager a year’'s
subscription to The Tribune that the
weather for the coming six weeks will
not be so severe as that of the past
six weeks.

FURS AT HALF PRICE
AT BLOCK'S,

Eugene Johnson and Howard McCon-
nell of route 1 both won second prizes
of $6 each for their exhibits of ten ears
of corn at the Annual State Contest
of boys' and girly’ clubs held during
Organized Agriculture week at Lin-
coln. The prizes were offered by the
Union Stock Yards Co. Howard also
won the third prize for the western
division for the best single ear of any
variety.

Weather forecast for North Platte
and vicinity: Partly cloudy tonight and
Saturdny; slowly rising temperature.
Highest temperature yesterday 31, a
year ago 43; lowest last night 2, &
year ago —i.

Some of our farmer friends who
sought admission to the trial while it
was in progress at the court house and
failed, were ready to admit that a new
court house is needed. W Is certain
that u new court house will be built
it the legisinture passes the bill now
before it providing that upon petition
of fifty-one per cent of the taxpayers
the commissioners levy an appual tax
for four years, Instead of holding an
aoﬂlinn to vote on the fssuance of

nds,

Arranges for Deanery M

Dean J. J. Bowker returned last ev-
ening from a trip through the north-
waostern part of the North Plafts dean-
ery where he had boen arranging
the meeting which will begin next
weelk at Bridgeport. The final ar-
rangements were made and everyihing
is In readiness,

The meeting will begin Saturday
evening, February 6th, with a banguet
and musicale in the I, 0. O. F, hall at
Bridgeport, The oholr from the local
Eplscopal church will furnish music
for this meeting, some of them leav-
ing Saturday morning and others in
the evening Delegales will be In at-
tendance from all over the deoanery
which extends from Lexington west to
the state line.

Auk for More (lething

The residents of this city are asked
to again donate clothing to the Assocl-
ated Charities tor the use of the needy,
The liberal donation which was made
the fore part of the season was much
apprecinted and was put to good use
but {8 now all used, Calls come in dally
for clothing where it {a really needed
and there {8 none to glve.

Anyone having clothing to donate
can lenve it at the library bullding
on Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday af-
ternoons of ‘each week and it will be
given to the needy. If you have cloth-
ing to donate and do not have time to
take it to the library bullding, notify
one of the members of the committee
and they will call for it. From the re-
sponse at the first of the season the
commiitess feels that North Platte
people will again rise to meet the
neade . Don't wait for some one else to
et

|

All at Cost or Below Cost

s o ==AT

HERSHEY’S

Opposite Post Office.

Why Not Have

North Platte, Neb.

Your Home?

North Platte Light & Power Co.,
C. R. MOREY, Manager.

a Gas Stove in

Every Woman will
'- \1 hot fire at a moment's
es to handle, no dirt.

A Clean Kitchen
All the Time




