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NewYears Old
[imeRomance

lostin, .

Modern Noise

'R grandfathers did not glve up §50
| ench for the privilege of spending
New Yeoar's eve in crowded restaurs
ants. Nelther did they, at the stroke
of twelve, put on caps of colored

paper, ring cow bells, und throw con
fattl at sirangers Yot we, who ridl

c¢ule thelr traditions and superstitions
1 Q"ill] find, it geoms, no more satigfuc
tory way In which to speed the old
year and welcome tho new
‘ Perhaps we might profitably
their example, Certainly their way of walting for
the new year at home, or at the home of their
friends. with pames and songs and domestio cheear,
wini lesy expensive than our way Also It fs a
matter for regret that the pleasapt customs of
paying New Year's calls and of giving New Year's
iregents has disappeared. All the vitual of the day
L gone; even the newsboy brings only a prosale
colondar nowndays, Instead of the elaborate poetio
nddresx which in years gone by set forth his
wlnims on the world's generosity. And New Year's
Yesolutions exist chiefly lu the fmagination of hu
morous writers,

follow

Now, It Is true that the apparcutly harmless
vustoms of paying calls and giving presents on
New Year's day wers nol regarded with favor by
all critics of morals and manners, Farly In the
sighteenth century Henry Bourne, M. A, “curate of
the parochlal chapel of All Sainte’, in Newenstle
upon Tyne,” wrote “Antlquitates vulgares, or
the antiquities of the common people, giving an
hweount of thelr opiniong and ceremonies, with
proper reflections upon ench of them! shewlng
which may be retained and which ought to be
Yald aslde” And he felt that he must be very
careful Indeed with his discussion of New Year's
valls and gifts. He approved of them, in modera-
tion; but he wanted to be on the safe side.

"Ax the vulgar are always very careful to end
the old year well,” he wrote, (pointing his gatire
by menns of talles,) “so they are algo careful of

*hoginning well the new one.  As they end the
former with a hearty compotation, so they be-
pin the latter with the sending of presents, which
pra termod Now Year's gifts to thelr friends and
nogquaintances; the original of both which cus-
toms {8 superstitious and ainful; and wns observed
that the succeeding }f'lll‘ might be prosperous
and suceessful.”

He calls many writers to witness the antiquity
nf these customs, quoting. from Bishop Stillingfleat,
Ulaus Wormlus, Scheffer, “Snorro Sturleson,” and
“the poet Naogeorgus.,” Then he writes: “And no
doubt, those Christians were highly worthy of
censure, who Imagined, ag the heathens d1d, that
the gending of a present then was in any way
lucky, and an omen of the success of the following
veur. For this was the very thing that made gev-
erial holy men, and some goneral councils, take
notlee of, and forbld any such cugtom; because the
observance of It, out of any such deslgn and view,
war superstitions nnd slonful, we are told, In a
pluce of 8t. Austin, the cbservation of the calands
of Junuary I8 forbld, the songs which were wont
to be sung on that day, the foastings, and the
prosents which were then sent as o token and
omen of a good year. Biut to send a present at
that time, out of esteam, or gratitude, or charity,
15 no where forbid.

“On the contrary, It g pralseworthy. For the
anclent fathers did vehiemently lovelgh against the
whservations of the calends of January; yet it
wwis nolt becunse of those presents and tokens of
mutoal affection and love that pusned; but becanse
the day itsellf was dedicated 1o Idols, and because
of some prophane rites and ceremonies they ob-
sgoerved in solemnizing It

“If then | send n New Year's gift to my friend,
it ghall be a token of my friendship; if to my bene-
factor, a token of my gratitude; if to the poor
(which at thig time must never be forgot) it shall
b to make their hearts sing for jJoy, and glve
praise and adoration to the giver of nll good gifta ™

At any riute, we atlll say “"Happy New Year!”
whether or not the words have any spocinl sig
niflcance to us, In the time of the lenrned Bourne
there were those who rogurded this phrase with
doep susplelot He writes: “Another old custom
al this tme I5 the wishing of a good New Year
either when o New Year's gift s presented, or
when (ends meet Now, the original of this
cistom 18 heathenish, us appears by the feasting
and presents before mentioned, which were @ wish
for a good year, and it wos customary among the
heathens on the ealonds of January, to go kbou
and alng a New Yeuar's song Hospinlan, thers
fore, télls that whon night comes on, not only the
yvoung. but also the old of both sexes. run about
here and there, and sing »n sonig al the doors of
the wenlthier people, in which they wish them n
huppy New Year. This he spenks Indead of the
Chrietinng, but he calle It an exact copy of the
hoenthen's custom

“Hut, however, 1 cannot seds the rm of rotain
Jug this anglent ceremony, so |l he not used supar
stlitously, nor attended with obscenity and lewd
ness, For then there will be no more harm than
wishing n good each others welfure nnd prosper
fiy: mo more harm, than wishing a good day, o
pood night; than in bidding one godspead ™

In Philadelphia there has been proservid up
(o recent years the custom of New Year's “mum
ming” DBoys and girls—men and women also, to
wome pxtent—dressed in fantastic ¢ lothes and with
their Mmees painted or masked eould be seon in
(he stroets, up to recently, begging and pluying
yoactiesl jokes, They did glmilnr things in eight
eenth oentury London, bY no means to the approv-
ot of the eurate of the parochinl chapel of All
1 b Nowcenstle-on Tyne e writes: “There
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I8 another o

stom observed at this time, which Is

called among us mumming; which iz o changing
of clothes belween men and women: who when
dressed in ench others' habits go from one nelgh
bor's house to another, and make merry with
them in disgulse, by dancing and singing, and
such ke meorriments. * * * [t were to e
wished thls custom which 18 still so common
nmong us at this season of the yvear were lald
aglde; as It s directly opposite to the word of
Giod ™

It I8 possible that “mumming” is related in
some way to the performance which marked “Hog
manay” in Eogland and Scotlund. “Hogmanay"
was the lust day of the year. Some scholars think
the word comes from the Greek “agia mene,”
("holy month™); others from the Saxon “halig
monath,” which has the same meaniong; still others
from the French phirage “Au gul menez” (“to the
mistletoe go!") which mummers anciently eried
in France at Christmas, or from “Au gueux
menez,” (“Bring to the beggars!"). Whatever the
origin of the word may be, Hogmanay was the
time for much amateur begging

The children went from house to houge, singing
such songs as:

“Hogmaoay, tfollolay
Glve us of your white bread,
But none of your grey
Hogmena, Hogmena,
Glve us cake and cheege, and let us go

"

nway

As they sang they collected what they called
their “forls"—onten enlie and cheese., From this
developed the “letting in" of the new year. Par
ties of man und bhoys went through the town, They
stopped at the front door of every house and sung
until they were admitted. Then they received a
small gift of money, went through the houge and
left by the back door. That a man should be the
first visitor of the year was a general belief In
the British isles for centurles, nor & (i vot ex
tinet

In Scotlund the esremony of “frst-footing”’ has
almost entirely died out, bit In some of the re-
moter parts of thiat country it s pleasantly re.
membered. At the approach of 12 on New Yeur's
eve & "hot pint" was preparad. This was a kettle
of warm spiced or sweetened ale, with @ liberal
Infuslon of spirits. When the elock struck, every
member of the family dreank to the new year

Then the elders of the family went out into the
gtreet, carrying the Kettle of spiced ale and o
supply of buns, cakes, brend, and cheese. When
they met a party of friends similarly enguged
they stopped to exchange groetings and sips of
mle. They went to the houses of thelr nelghbors
sent the kettle from Iriend to friend, and spent

the hours before dawn in soolnbility and good
rhees IT they were the Birst to enter o house wfter
twelve o'eclock they were the “flestfodot and ri

celved especial favor

In England, the frstlooling parties were made
up genceally of the poor boys of o} vilngq a ho
oenrried n “wassuil-bowl decorptod with ribb
and received in return for thedr proffered drinks
und good wishes, culke nnd oups of n Hut
Scotland as recently as 100 years ngo trat-footing
wig b democratie sooin! institution, 1 which foew
were (o proud to share The prineipul roet
of Edinburgh, It n sald, were more crowdoed
tween twelve and one on New Yeur's day
thuu at noon on business das

\ gimple eecremony, uol Yot obsolete, consistd

unbarring the front doot 3 the ciock stros
twelve, to let the old year out and the new
I, o the Island of Guernsey the ohildren purndod
the Feets cnrryving the Mgy of a man, emb
mutic of the dving vear I'his they boried ot
midnipht on the seashore, with elaborate ritual
At Burglibead in Moravehire, thoy ke pt Now
Your's eve by Hurning the clavie.™ They made
huge plles of herring barrels, and sot fire to thom
with peat 'hee burning embers they earried homs
to thelr houses as a protection agalost whateves
evila the vear might bring

On New Yoewr's day the Scoteh of byvgone gen
¢rations belleved no Nee should go out of the
houss If It wore given, misfortune might be pre
gented by throwing barning peat Into a tub of
VALRY

Fiaere s something suggestiye of the Russian
Kaste= in one “lrst-fom R Custom onco popular

in Scotland and England The lirst visitor: to o
house on New Year's morning had the privilege of
Kisging the person that opened the door. Perhaps
there 18 a reminisconce of ancient fire worship in
the Shropshire custom of stirring the fire on New
Year's morning hefore uttering a word.

Although there are few houses where New
Year's dav Is observed with its oldtime hospitai
ity, the day i5 not wholly divoreed from the
The ridiculous New
Year's eve dinnera in the Broadway restaurants
have no special significance, but there are certain
dishes insepuarably

thought of good things to eat

associated with the day
which i perhaps
more llked in England than America But even
more characteristic are those admirable 1itle
citkes which come from Germany. and which are
Imported in tin boxes, German cooks have made
them for centuries, uve lavished their time and
energy on new designg and new flavors, and the
result is a cake so excellent that it must always
be the specinl delight of the New Year feast. This
point of ritual, surely, must be left us

S0 excellent is the German New Year's culki
that it cannot be used for a charm, like the New
Year's eve cake of Ireland. For this was thrown
against the wall and broken Into pieces. The first
fragment to touch the ground wae eagerly sought
for he who ate it was sure of a vear's happiness
There was much pleasure In the baking of the
cake. 1t was placed on a gridiron before the open
fire, and Incantations were sung to secure the sue
cess of the charm

One of these is roast oo

THE CALL OF THE NEW YEAR

A Christian mun sat In the Master's presence
thinking of the coming of the new veur, It was
i egood but solemn thing to do. The man's
thoughts in that presence ran thug: “Seecing him
I um sure that every year is ‘the year of our
Lord." It ought to bhe ‘begun, continued and
anded in him." He will be with me all the days
My days must be in hig hands,” The Christign
man continued his meditatton—always in his pres.
ence, “What sort of man ought | to be, this veas
and all years?” The answer came out of an old
word which had new meanipg, in his presence
“"Complete in him.” Again he asked: "What kind
of work ought 1 to do this vear and all vears?
he centuries fade away and he seems to hear
ngain: "Whatsoever he salth unto vou do it." He
asked pgaln: “Where shall | go to be his man and

doy his wark? Onee more old words leap Into
new times I'o your hovsehold, to your neighbor
and to all the world ‘How can 1 do all (hisa?"

e entranee of his word giveth light.* therefare
give yoursell to Bible studs not by might nor
by power but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts," therefore give yoursell 1o prayes boean
do all | 1 i Christ therefore give vour

IT o Wil in nll g s he shiall have thi e
‘ ote give vour o him Anid
il N s fron e meditation 1o make the
MW NPT I all vears, yvears the Lord And
Thee NI 1i " i | wi i
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| An Arabian Horse,

' Until we begin te pay more atten
| tion to the kind of stallions to which
we are breeding our mares we will
not greatly improve the stock of
horses we are growing on our farms
There are scores of good horges in
this and in other
BOINC mysteriol:

communities, but for

reason  there are
seores of men who will pngs these
good animuls by every spring and lead

whose get cannot begin to compare
with that of the real stalllons

| OF course it is nol 50 very myste-
rlous after all. The fee is the thing
that stands in the way, says an Indi
ana writer in Furm Progress. It'a
funny that some men will pay a few
dollara less and be fairly contented
with a eat-hammed, selssor-hacked colt
that will never be in demand by any-
body for anything, when they might
have added a few dollars to the stal-
Hon fee and had a colt that would be
far more salable and worth a good
deal more money.

It takes as much feed and pasture
and fully as much care to make a sec-
ond-rate animal out of one of these
mongrel-bred colts as it does to make
a real hovse out of a colt that has
some breeding on the sire's side. Stal-
lion registration laws such as have
been passed, but not enforced by
many states, would help in wiping out
much of this shiftless evil that is

munity a congiderable
maoney overy yeur

As long, however, as there iz a de-
mand for the cheap and underbred
stallion’s services, and'no law to drive
bim out of the country, he will linger
in most communities.

It seems to me that a mare that is
worth breeding at all is worth breed-

TUBERCULOUS HOGS

Harbor Diseased Cows Being
. Discriminated Against.

It is a well established fact that
hogs contract tuberculosis very readily
from tuberculous cattle, being fed the
diseased milk, or following stock cat-
tle.

There has bren a too-general objec-
tion to any method employed to rid
the country of diseased cattle. The
tuberculin test bas been declared a
worthless test, the state laws have
been drastically opposed as tyrannical.
Farmers have declared It was nobody’
business if they wanted to keep tuber.
culous cattle. It is somebody’'s busi-
ness, and nobody's more than the
farmers thomselves The congumer
milk and meat wanits (o be
that he i8 getting wholesome foods,
and every honest farmer is anxious (o
know that he is producing wholesome

|
their mares to some underbred animal

really costing many a country com-!
amount of
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ARE NOT WANTED

Many Dairy Districts Known tuI

sutisfied |

ing to a horse that is of some value
and whose colts have the points that
will make for future value in them
What is the sonse In wosting gond
feed and barn room, to say nothing ol
pasture for two or (hree vears, on o
second or thirdrate colt, when vou
might have one that had all the mak
ings of a good horse about him from
the beginning?

The difference in the amount thal
mugt be paid for the two classes of
stallion service amoumts to but little
|in view of the fact that the colt of
the really good stallion may be worth
twice &8s much to his owner as that of
the underbred horse, It is one of those
curious thiugs that help to keep some
men from ever getting as much out of
thelr farming and stock raising as
they should have

Of course the co-operative plan of
a few farmers in a neighborhood buy-
ing a good stallion is an excellent one
if the horse I8 bought of an absolutely
reliable dealer and is the right kind
of an animal, This plan is being fol
lowed in & good many nelghborhoods
and {8 working out fairly well. Co-
operation will not come, of course, un-
til the people have awakened to the
fact that the only kind of horses that
are worth the trouble and cost of rais-
ing are those that are properly bred.

The man who hopes to make a little
money out of the colts he is goiug to
raise ought to travel a long way to
reach a  high-priced stallion rather
than to accept free the services of a
poor horse kept on a neighboring
| farm. 1t will pay to ride two days,
i oue going and another coming back, to
reach the right kind of a horse, The
!nlhf-r kind is the animal that is re-
| sponsible for =p many scrub horses at
'the present time
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SUDDEN CHANGE OF
FEED IS DANGEROUS

Dietetic Disturbances Cause Gen-
eral Disorder and Several

|l Dead Sheep Are Found.

| g

Losz of a few lambs in the feed lots
{18 to be expected. But this losg in
some instances Is far greater than it
should be,

When range lambg are placed on
a fattening ration the change of feed
is 80 sudden that dietetic disturbances
cause a generil disorder and several
dend sheep are found in the pens each
morning This invariably  leads to
the suspicion that they are dyiog of
some infections disease

In some casos the ration is not well
balanced to secure the best gaing and
the conditions of care and handling
| might be better, but these things will
account for only a very small logs

The change from grass to alfalfa
corn, barley, molasses and straw en
dlage, ete, must be mude gradially

foods lut agide from thie the [armer | and herein lies the seeror of Lhe
wantg to know that he and his nelgh- | heavy losges of lambs in the feed lots
bors are producing wholesome foods | in the early fall The desire to get
because of the flnancial reaction that | the lambs on & fattening ration =
I8 bound to come soon if the disease Is | early as possible and falling Lo appre
not slopped clate the danger of too heavy feeding
| Fust g sure a8 anvthing there is 2 wind change of ration, has helped 1o
time coming when the farmers will sell | make lamb feeding an unprofitabl
{ their cattle and hogs sublaect (o Dk pee- J ‘ Hon instivncy
tion or not at all if they do not make A dden chonge of feed or ¢
! overy offort to get rid of tuberculosis e Id 1 . rded a
i Many dirty distriet oW Rnown Lo 1t all de | immimal | iL |
harbor tuberculoys cows are i dis- | especially portan th 1l Loy s
criminated ngalngt in the hog markets ind sheep
Their hogs are not wanted ot @ny price
The dalrvmen in such localities could Hardwood As
do not hetter than make & great &fort Ash fro hardwood idecid ¥
to remove every cause for the diserim trees ) are 1 Wer an both pha i 18
ination Vhat is true of hogs will be | and potash th those from pir aud
true of reattle some diy Cattle are | other softwoods (ool ) s hion
inspected at the stockyards but the | from ouk, elm, maple nnd by
day will come whep there will be no| n tazh th | i
buyers soliciting In certain loealities | The a of Lwij I e far
where the farmeys (1 that it 1s no- | ampls n orth ms
body's busines: wl her they have  Tal pury than t | { hi {
| disgased stock or not a taks I ] e aiddte n
- — | old treg 1] | B 15T r
Winter Protection ‘ aunger 1) ol | heit
Fender varieties of bluckberries, | £ I} ! (! L Ol
grapes, ete., may be bent down along | tiin enough pot tew 1 [ 1 vielae
I the row and covered wihth an earth |able in @ Wit
| blanket 1t winter protection in s |
| vera ¢l i i Mitle soil | It | 5-|.'ILJ|" for Horne:
! moved from on gide of the rog '.'.i{ Bllage which (8 not ( nolled
| canes o 1 | id down ¢ er: Iif ned NNy w & aplendid OrEe o
4 iry th can be held place with | amounts af from ten to Bteen paitnds
wWOoae AL 1|L[‘l-\|. dull
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