THE NORTH PLATTE SEMI.WEEKLY TRIBUNE.

SYNOPSI|S,

Profeasor Deamond of the Pealk observa
tory cuuses g grant séeniation througtiout
the country by announcing that whal ap.

poara to be o sateliite Is wppronching at
tarrific epeed Destruction of the anrth s
foared. Puanlo prevalla everywhere I'he
natellite barely misses the earth, The ot
mospheric disturbinco Knooks pleé un

conmc n, but docs
besring A chbaliste
amanEg the guents ot n
ideptical In design with a curiou
ment warn by Dorls Fuiton A hidenus
munsdlke helng with huge wings discend

no dumngey J l
deslgn Mutiers dow
Inwn purly, It is

In the midet of the guosts, e hoticom
Dorls’ ernament and starts towsard her
The men fear he Intends pome harm to
Doria and a Nerce battle enmues, in whicl

Tolllver and March, sultors of Dorls, wnd
Professor Desmond are Injured, The fy
ing man ls wounded by a shot from Tol-
Hiver, but eacapen Ly AVing awn} A far

mer reports that the Nylng man ¢ arried |

off kin young daughter

CHAPTER V.—Continued,

“I yelied for my wifo to get down in
the cellar and she went down there
gulcker'n n rat and closed tho Lrap
doon and yelled for me to Keep an eye
opan for Sarah-——that it wns aboul
timo for her to be coming home from
school.
before and you bet It made me bristle
Halr on the baek of my neck soemed
to stand up lke on a dog when he
smedls a wolf. 1 wasn't afrald any
more--I was just bristlin’ all over and
rondy to go out and fight the devil
himnelf If he went foollng around my
girl. Then { saw Sarah coming around
a bend in the rond n couple of hun-
dred yards away and | opened the
door quick and stepped out with the
gun ready. That old sky devil was
just coming down for anothetr rock, |
reckon—anyway he was coming down
when he seen her, too, and made a
sweep for her. 1 let out a yell and
took after him, trying to shoot, but
the gun wouldn't go off, so 1 threw it
down and just went after him naked
banded. Didn't hardly know what |
was doing or I'd have kept the gun
for a club, She hadn't seen him and
was standing st!ll there and wonderin'
what made me act so when he
dropped down upon her like a hawk
on a sparrow and swept up again

Well, 1 hadn't thought of that

without slackoning lls speed, dang-
{ing her by the arm:. My God, If you
could have heard the scream she
gave! It will haunt me to my dyving
day. It was awful, men, awful. I just
raved and raced about and beat my
chest ubtil they were but a speck in
the sky and headin' for the mountpins,
then 1 tore back to the hiouse, 1 just
hollored to my wife to stay where
she was untll somebody called her by
name and not to pay any sttention to
any nolses she might hear above on
the fleor—not darin’ to tell her what
had happened—and then run out to
the barn and saddled up the horse
and run her all the way in. That's all.”

He fell upon his knees at this polnt
and becoame Incoherent agnin in his
appeals and prayers, Sympuathetic

and even horrifled though the police
wore, they were unable to thiuk of
anything to do save notify the pross,
oall up such farmers In the vicinity as
had telephones and send out messen
gers o the others telling them of the
horror and advising them to be wateh-

“Swept Up Agaln, Without Siacken:
ing His Speed.”

ful and be sure and go about well
nrmed After that they managed to
brace Jones up a little and sent him
home asccompanled by w spocial oMeer
armed with a rifle Lo cure for him snd
guard the house, The man hoad be-
come absolutaly Irresponeible and
thraatened suiclde,

An bour later and the heart of the
great olectrle system that from s
conter of the web pulsates tho wires
and ohblos that span the world, as the
human bheart pulsates the velus and
artériea of the Dbody, were again
athirob with yvibrant life, and this tme

legs lnughter arose In response Lo the
“Yankoe news" The Hritish prosa
modified Itg  first  comment (o0
pintement that “It eertalnly begins W
look as though there wis a vein of
triuth after all In the wild west gtory
of the American Flylng Man One
French paper ramarked in parenthesls
that "Bhould Amerien spnounce & My
Ing submarine, France ghould not be
surprised to the announceamont
(ulfilled, a8 one must be prepared (o
expect anything from Amorica.” From
Latin Burope came the hope that
thair firat comment was correct, while

R

the stole German sald "We are still
unconvineed The wholae thing ls4
absolutaly ungelentifie,”  Bul  mean- |
while throughout the civilized world
there ran an updercurrent of horroy
and aympathy resulting from the trag

wedy which was alleged to have thken
place upon the greoat western plicteau.
Au for the father of the misalug ehild,
he raved night and day in the obses-

glon that she would be dropped
through the roof as the stone had
been, while the bereft mothe: wan-

dered about speechlogs and dumb and
to all Intents practically thoughtless,

But that an uncanny mengce hung
heavily over thelr heads those—nat
least those who abode nenr the scene
nf the tragedy no longer doubted
Thelr normal rensoning facnlties onee
mora  controlled them and man to
man, family to family and concourse
to concotirie they talked the muatter
over gravely, The probity of the eye
witnesses of the flret appearance of
the apparition was not to be ques.
tioned nor their sanences disputed
Aleo, Farmer Jones was an Intelligent,
triuthful man, his wifa a Christian
woman and the disappearance of thelr
daughter Inexplleable except one be
Heved the story of the now practically
Ingenne father. ‘The mayor and oity
councll deemed: it 8 matter of sufll
cient importance to summen all wit-
nesses into thelr chamber, and before
them there appeared in answoer to the
summons the persons who had seen
him with their own eyes. One by one
they corroborated cach other with an
enruestness and fidelity of detail that
convinced all hearers that no hallucl
nutlon—the only possible explanation
of thelr story herctofore if one did not
balieve (t—Ilny behind their steady
eyes and volees, Cross-quesfoned by
skilled lawyers both separately and in
each other's presence, thelr answers
were invariably the same, The Fly-
ing Man's wings had a spread of from
twanty-five to thirty-five fect, the best
judges of distance among tho wit
nesges agreeing on about thirty feet.
They wera dark colored, filmy, bat
ke and folded up romewhat similar
to a fan. The man himself was slen-
der of body and sinewy of limbs rath
er than musculnr, He was from six
to eight feet tall—probably about
geven—at any rate much taller than
any of those who had fought him on
the Inwn, Hig eyes were twice the
slge of o human's and protruding,
sometimes glowing ke dim earrlage
lights In o mist pnd more or less
changeful in hue. He was of a brown
or reddlsh color, hls features hall
manlike, but his Hps and canlne teeth

were more thogse of o gorllly, And
then when they were through with
their questions, on top of all this
mias of corroboriative evidenca Des.

mond quietly luld the blood analysis
of the two expertsa who had made it
before others of thelr profession, They
remunined unshaken In thelr convietion
ol [ts nocuracy.

Heyond all question, not only was
the particeular community over which
the Flying Man now hovered menaced
na no ety ever had been before, Lut
the state Jteelf, in fact the whole na-
tion was threatened, singe he could
extend his operations as far as he
chose in any direction, Nor could the
axtont of his capabilities o Inflict
domage be easlly calculated, inasmuch
as they did not know the power of his
mentallty beyond the fact that he cer
tainly possessed an Intelligence equal
nt least to the lower order af human
beinge—his dropping the stone proved
thut. Not only could he steal obildren,

murder men and women and destroy

property and lfe by bombardment
from ahove, but far greater possibit
tiva for dostruction wero within his
powor, should he avall himsell of
thivm Sonttered all over the land In
minlug camps, vpon rallroad construc
tion, upon ¢anal work, upon wsewer
work—In fact, In & thousand places
throughout the country where exca
vating and blasting were golug on, |

ware greal guantities of dynamite and
other high explosives—enough o
hlow cities from the face of the earth
and warships to the bottom of l!).»l
All he had to do wias ta soat
aboutl untl! he came wpon such o sSeon H
of opoerations, watch his chance to
pounoe down upon o guantity of some
explosive and then from on high be
i gln his work of death and destruotion
Warahips would be futile agninst him,
since he could elther keep away frous
tham or attack them In the durkness
of midnight. Armies would be of no
avall, for he could boe here today and
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broad land with Its countless herds
and flocks to prey upon his food sup-
ply was unlimited. Nor was dyna-
mitee the most formidable weapon he
could use against them, Fire was still
more o be and should he
use that lu his war ngalnst them prae

dreadeoed,

tleally the whole nation would be at
his mueroy. And thern wounld abrolute-
Iy be no way of protecting themselves
ugalnst the red scourge if he used
egution and judgment, He eould pick
out any plece of operations he choxe
and any nlght he chose Sweoping

down with a gale from the blackness
nbove, he could stnrt blazes Lhat
would wipe out a whole clty, sour on
to the next place nporth, sonth, east
or west, rapeat, and g0 on and on, leav-
ing ruing and death behind him until
the wholn nation would be in a frensy
His poszibilities for property destruc
tion were greater than those of n hos-
e army, and no groat
and no fortress so that he
conld not humble it long as he
remained free n mon  under
prme could do not more than make
him cautious, and ir powers of
flight were sufficlent for him to cross
the sea Europe would be ns helpless
ags  Americn, nquestionably there
was bhut one thing to do. Some way
and somehow he must be either cap-
tured or killed regardless of cost to
individual Ufe or the expenditure of
money, So greatly was Mayor Elking
impressed with the gravity of the situ-
ation that the examination of the wit-
nogses was soarcely comploted than
he was on a fast traln hound for the
capltal of the state, An hour after
artiving there he was closely closeted
with the governor,

Governor MeNelll, Spanigh war offi-
cer and veteran of more than one
fight, was not 2 maun to be frightened
at a shadow, but his face wag very
grave when Mayor IZlking had finlshed
his recital. “All that you say I8 un-
doubtedly trua, sir. We are In as great
danger as though a hostile army had
landed upon our shores, This Flying
Man, If man he really is—uand he cer
talnly must be elther that or an al-
most ogually dangerous ape thing—
must be rendered powerletss Lo threat-
en us. He has already tasted our
blood, observed our Impotence, and
no one can tell when he will take it
Iinto his head to commit wholesale
erime. 1 think he is proceeding with
cunning and sceking to draw out our
full powers agualnst him by commit-
ting single erimes-—first the comparn-
tively minor offense of dropping a
stone through a roof and then under
sudden impulse, child stealing. He
will probably reasen that If we have
not the power to avenge such a erime
as the latter he s safe in assuming
that we are completely at his merey,
und having walted a lttle while to
ape what we will do, and finding that
we can do nothing, he will give full
vent to hls desires. Now, he Is already
an outlaw by reason of what he has
done and If the girl dies in his pos-
gossion he may be made Lo suftar the
denth penalty if caught, Already we
have enough evidemwo against him to
warrant any ceitizen In killing him
upon sight, und 1 will sBo state In a
proclamation to the people. But we
must do more than rely upon individ.

Ccity was so
Etrong

Ar
miilion

his

uals. We must pnt the machinery of
the whola staté in motion and run
him down If we have to Iollow lLim

to the pole and spend a milllon dol-
Inrs In doing it Now you have
thought about this matter more than
I have, and what do you think we

should do first, Mr. Mayor?"

Mayor Jlkins passed his
neross his torehead, fiar I llu\'n'1
boen think of but one wuy |
which promises any hope of immedi |
ale success, We must run him down
and meet blm upon his own battle-
field—in the air.”

“You menn the 0ying machines.

“T do, We must call upon the aero-
planes and hound him a8 wolves do o

hand
“Bo

nble to

deer until we corner him and elther
force him to surrender or Kill him |
outright as those present at the time
think expedlent—alwasa bearing o
mind that captured allve he would be
of ineslculuble value to us from n
sclentifie stnudpolinot Militinmen and

cavalry will only be useful as guards
and scouts, yet all our troops should
Hed to arms and distrib
uted ax think best But ir we
can get o squadiron of aeraplnnes nftey
him we will ave him upon the defen

at once b

you

| a reward of

give ul onoe Governor MeNeill
prote the tuble with his st

‘And by the Great Horn Spoon wi
shall have the best aviutors of the

naution here as
reward can gt
woe will

gquick am an

them

ImMmomense
Within a wesk
wave & #core of thon scouring
ks TOF loupues uhout,
wrriving duy 1
once lesue o reward aof tWo
hundred thousund dollars for his dead
body and two hundred and 66ty thouy
wand If he be brought in allve and not
wortally wounded., 1 will go furthe:
1 will ¢call upon the surrounding stutes
to add to the prize and will also ask
the United States government to
ETANL us w hatever asulstance we moy

the mountain
othors
will at

with every

hundreds of miles away tomorrow,
and inasmuch as he had the whole

require. T will take the matter yp
this very hour and never leave It nul

|

i

of my mind until this sky scourge 1s
rendered powerless. | will order out
the milltla at onee and lssue a gen-
eral warning and instruction to the
people to be placarded throughout the
territory within my jurisdietion Ev
v person In this state should be
fully advised as to our peril as gulok
Iv ag the telephone, the telegraph and
the printing press can do it. If nec
vatary 1 will eall a special sesslon of

legisleture to consult upon further
mensures, Keep me fully advised as
to your local situation. Good day, Mr
Mayor,”

The next day the following procia
mation appeared not only In every |
dully paper that was published in his
but universally throughout the
union as well,

Proclamation by the Governor,
Ta All the Peaple

Whereas, it has come officially to
my notico that there Iz abroad in our
land & heretofore unknown fying

cature of maliclous mind and erimi-

slinke

n"“"q.

His Face Was Grave When Mayor
Elkins Mad Finighed.

nal tendencies who hps already com-
mitted such crimes against certain |
cltizens as to warrant my proclaiming
him a menace to the whole People

telephone within the little nearby
sghelter that had been constructed for
hig protection In case of storm He
pleked up the receiver. “Main 600"
he called Into it. For a moment he
awalted his reply, then began speak-
Ing rather hurriedly,

Is this the chiet? Waeall, this Is
Johnson, stationed on the Commerce
bullding lookout There {8 an aero-
plane off to the goutheast and coming
like the wind, It ig seversl miles
away ag yet, but ought to be hiere in

five minutes. That is all, sir.
no signs of the Flying Man.
air.”

Goodby,
He hung up the recelver,

And five minutes Inter, speeding like
an express tralon, his propeller elack-

ing loudly Putnam, aviator nearest
to the scene when the proclamation
wias made and flrst of the squadron

of acrial eraft which, attracted by the
huge reward, wasd already rushing at
the mile o minute

rute of a toward

the fleld., arrived Putnam was an
aviator with an International reputa | beyond
tlon for two things, first, great skill
In the mapagement of his machine,

and, second, n recklessness that often
bordered elose upon I not actually
reaching the limit of foolhardiners
He olready held several world's
ords and never let un opportunity slip
by to try and capture others. He had
flown higher than any other man by a
thousand feet, had broken all records
for heavy.weather flying, and his
plunges and spirals never fajled to
bring chills to the backs and cheers
from the throats of his audiences, His
akill wus marvelous, hie nerves of
chilled steel and his recklessness ever
a matter of Joy and horror to the on
lookers. Night or day, blow high o1
blow falr weather or foul wers
all the same to him, and of all the
hundreda of airmen in the lund there
wns none better qualified for the des-
peraté feat upon which he had em
barked than “Littlea Put of the
Charmed Life,” And for a chance
at a reward such as the one now in
glght he would have guaranteed to fly

1o

low,

straight into the mouth of hades and
ngage the Evil One himsell singles
handed and alone if any one would

have agrecd to ghow him the opening.

He cireled the central part of the
elty at a heighl of several hundred
feet a8 he peerad down in search of
an alighting place. RBelow him, and
notified of his coming by the shrilling
blades of his great propeller, people
by the thousands were staring upward
and pointing or rupning in  solid
streams to the large square that lay
near the center of the business dis.
trict. Putnam had never been ar this
place before, but he knew that a crowd

and an outlaw who must be rendered
powerless to commit further evil, and
who by reason of his power to inflict |
inealeulable losg of life and money |
upon any community by means of
fires, explosives and in other ways is
n sourege of grave publie danger; 1
hereby warn citizens to be upon
their guard and prepared to capture
or if necessary kill the so-called Fly
ing Man upon, the first opportunity,
hereby prospising all men within this
gtate thal | as Governor will grant
immunity from punishment to anyone
$0 doing ns a public benelactor,

1 hereby further order all the ml
litiamen of this state to Immediately
report at thelr respective quartors for
duty under arms, and 1 ghall expect
that all stato firedarms, cannon and
mortars be immedlately put in condl
tlon for instant use,

I further cnli to the attentlon of the
aviators of this country the fact that
outside of the great reward below of |
fered It s thelr duty a8 citizens' to
Joln In this war agalnst a
menace,

THEREFORE, by reason of
above mentioned facts and by virtue
of my authority as Governor of this
Btate, as well as by virtue of the au-
thorlty conferred upon me by the Gov-
ernors of oither and surrounding
States, 1 do hereby offer and promise
FIVE HUNDRED THOU

»
ail

nutional

the

SAND DOLLARS for the capture,
dead or nlive,"of the above nurmed
Filying Man, with an additional re
ward of ONE HUNDRED THOIL
SAND DOLLARS i he bo r'n],:l-l'-{il
allve and without mortal infury
(Signed)
ALEXANDER M'NEILL, Governor.
War bhad beon declired
CHAFPTER VI,
The Duel In the Alr,

Two dove luter a ireman stationed
upon the top of & tall bullding in tha
coantral patrt of the city,

out station had been temporarily erect

where a look

wl, pleked up his fleld glasees and
once more swept the mountalus and
the sky Around the horizon his

glasa slowl)y vung untll ho faced the
southeast, whon of n sudden be be
came ag rigid as a setter who points
his covey Far away, milea distant
and feible to the unassiated
eve, o mote floated, & speck which rap
tdly grew larger untll there could be
no mistake as o |t character. With
an exclamation of rellef the watcher

a8 yel oy

dropped his leuses and hurried to the

In one ety was very llke a crowd in
another, and knowing crowds as he
dld he followed them, satisfied that
they were leading him to the piace
where he was expected to alight
Onee above it, he swept it in a swift
cirele as he made his caleulations,
balanced, ;m:u.n»tlml and dipped out of
a sheer good natured desire to glve
thoge below a thrill, skimmed the top
of & high building perilously close and
then dove unexpectedly, Down the
biplane shot like a hawk and a sharp
cry of fear from those below
necompanied by a riotous scuttling for
gufety, as it seemed to them that he
must come hurtling upon thelr very
heads, but within n score of feel of
the ground he elevated his planes and
the machine ghooting forward dropped
lightly upon the earth and went skim-
ming over it like a gull that barely
touches the surface of the wator. A
Hitle way Murther on, tired of fright-
emng thoem in this manner, he suddon-
Iy stopped and stepped ecarelessly
Jipon the ground.

alrose

Hoe answered the bolsterously ad.
miring  throng  which {mmediately
closed in upon him with cool bonst
fulnese—for Putnam wag one of the
few absglutely fearless men who de
light in extolling themseelves “Get
himm! You bet 1 will if 1 once set
eves on him The *Pet’ cen make
elghty miles an hour and he will have
to go some to throw any star dust
in her eves. 1f | can’t go a8 high and
us far and as fast with her as any
pinfesthered hobo, who I8 trying te
beat his way around the universe by
flipping worlds can flap on wings
well, 11 glve up aviating and go to
pushing a wheelbarrow See that?”
He tapped g heavy revolver which
hung ut his slkds ‘Well, I've shot
eagles upon the wing with it while
golng at full speed. and | ought to
be able to hit & man who they tell
me is ns long as a telegraph pole
And It 1 can’t hit his body I'll make
those flappers of his look like the top
of a pepper box., I'm golng to take a
geout around as soon as | get @ bite
to eat.,” He beckoned to a coupla of
pollcemen Hore, Roonay and Ho
gan Wateh this machineg while I'm
gone and when | come back 1’1l bring
you each a niee, red apple I am
going to start up inside of an hour'
Not more than five fecot tall, lithe as
& wildeat, sinewy ag one, he want
swhggering off through the crowd,
leaving them to stare after him and
at his Tamous plane o ¢huckling ad

miriation.

No, sir, |

Promptly within the hmir he wnas

back and within hls seat. With =a
glance alead to mes that his path
wia clear, he waved his hand at them.
“And now, good people,” he began,
“All you have got to do i show me
the dragon and I'll do the rest. Il
bring him back to you on a string
with a ribbon around hls neck. Now
alear there, for I'm ocoming.” He
threw on the power and clutched tho
wheel.

Instantly the light machine leaped
forward like a hare, the blg air fan
but a blur, firet humming, then dron.
ing and lastly whistling shrilly as ita
speed revolutions ran to a helght in-
comprehensible to the mind of man,
Into the air [t leaped as a swimmer
leaps from a springboard, and with a
gpectacular sweep or two %o closa
over thelr beads tha. they ducked in
| apite of themaelves, stralghtened ttself
|m|l and went speeding Hke a bird
| for the rugged corest of tha mountains
They gazed after him with
admiration. ‘I'he Filying Man had best
look eyt for himself now, for Little
Put wns het upon his trail. BEavi
ously they thought of the great re-
ward and Putnam's golden opportu-
nity In being the first of the flyers
to arrive. And what would they not
give to see the duel when it occurred!
Hut there could be no such Juck as
that. In all probability It would take
place in some lone quarter and all
they would know about It would be
Putnam's story In the papers,

From one of the nearer cliffs but
a few miles away a black object arose
and mounted upward with beating
wings. The crowd gasped and strained
its eyes. “Only an eagle,” ran from
lp te lip and they settled back Lo
wiilch the already distant aviator.
Then frem a man who had ralsed a
pair of binoculars to his eyes thera
bursgt & ery which esusged every heart
to leap like a wounded wild thing and
set them to surging like & sea.

“My God! 1t is the Flying Man
himself! Look! Look!"™
in an instzant pendémonium wild

ag n
vist

tornado burst over them and a
rpar boomed and reverberated
down the strests in a rolling thunder.
“The Flying Man! The Flylng ! n!
Hae has nccepted the challenge. He
is coming.," In a dozen seconds every
window was black with heads, whila
up to the roof tops humanity came
swarming like ants, shouting, shov-
Ing, wild with exeltemant to witness
a combat beside which the gladiatorial
battles of ancient Rome would have
been puerile and tame. Cursing and
shrieking, fghting and pleading for
points of vantage, they swirled like a
maelstrom in the madness of thelr de-
sire to see. Then as another roar rose
from the street, deeper toned than the
first and carrying a flerceness in It
that almost leonine, they froze
themselves into a motlonless solld,
craning anud breathless, Then over all
a great silence fell heavily.

Whs

AN
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“My God! It Is the Flylng-Man Him-

selfi™

For Putnam had seen
and his plane
ends ns it
where the olher

the
careenad
wheeled towards
was mounting with
tremendous loaps, darting through the
alr as u Nsh darts through the water,

enemy
on s

now

boam

and up shot Putnam in  pursult
siraight a8 an narrow fles. And ths
Flyving Man now deeming to be satls.
fed with his altitude, hovered as a
king bird hovers over his enemy the
crow, his Lhody practically motlonless,

his withgs beating a Hght tattoo upon

the alr as he awalted the ascent of
this new and strange foe.
(TO RE CONTINUED,)

Why call & mau a crank who has

positive convictions? A crank |8 some
thing that cen be turned.-—Judge.




