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IDLING IN SCHOOL.

High school studente In Boston and
eleewhere are groeting the spring by
striking agalnst two school Keasons
It culs up the day better to devote the
foerenoon to pchool and the afterncon
to elegant lelsure. Much may be sald
for short sesslons for young ¢hildren
Put the trouble with most studenls In
high schoal and the higher grammer
krades I8 that they do nol work
enough., Misread tradition I8 partly
to blame, says the New York World
The old district hand o long
summer vacation o that the boys
could work on the farm. A whole
Lboliday on Saturday and easy school
work gave time to “do chores” The
¢lty high school student has no
chores, Much of the time he saves
from study In not even devoted to
athleties. Why should s high school
sludent have a whole hollday Satuar
day any more than an ofMee boy?
Why shouild he have two months' va:
catlon In summer when the avernge
worker gels two woeks? Why sbhould
i high echool girl have one sesslon n
day moy more than a stenographer?
It is part of the lavish waste of
Ameriean life that It wastes the time
of children In school Every city
teacher knows that the children of
immigrants work harder than natives
High school students graduate two
yeurs behind those of Germany., Tho
sludent who has ambled through
grammar and high school represents,
when he beglns professional work
two years later than he should, @

gohool

gEruve loss to his parents and the com- |

munity,

Bixty or more years ago the wild
plgeons were here by the milllons.
They fairly covered the skies when
they flew over in flocks. They sold
in those days at five cenls a dozen,
and they were the best eatlug o the
world, far superlor to the tame pig:
suns we have now, BSuddenly they
fisappeared, and In a year or two not
4 plgeon was to be seen anywhere.
They eecmed to have been driven
away by cruel treatment. They re
sented their bloody slanughter. There
Las been a strong desire to get them
back. It was reported that a pair
had been seen near Ansonia, Pa., and
a reward of $6000 was offered to
anyone who would secure the pair
alive, says the Ohlo Btate Journal
Thousands of people spent last Sun:
dry scouring the woods In that viein-
Iy, but no one succeeded In finding
They are an extinet species,
not exterminated by the evolution of
Nuture, but by the devilution of man.
liut what a change fiom five cents a
dozgen to $6,000 a palr and none to be
bad at that,

Why 18 ®leep? Now, plense, don't
anewer this question right off the bat,
60 Lo say, by remarking that it 18 an
lnstinet or & necesasity or anylhing
like that. For Drs. Legendre and
Fledron of London, In experiments on
doge have discovered that sleep I8 due
1o a toxle substance In the blood de-
veloped by long perlods of wakeful
Less, There you have It, you see—
the Jonger you stay awake the surer
you will be to sleep, And you may
kuow of some persons who Lave ar
tears of sleep due and uncollectable
for varlous remsons, and others who
have long overdrawn thelr nccounts.
All of which goes to show that sleep
Is rather an unevenly distributed
thing and—0, well, what of It?

Application hns been made to the
municipality of Huenos Ayres for a
U0-yeur concession to erect on clty
property the “Torre Rivadavia'—a
tower slmllar to the Eiffel tower In
Parls. It 1s to be 1,067 feot high,
topped by a 106000t statue bearing a
light of 1,000,000 eandlopower, making
i total helght of 1,173 feet. Tho tow-
er I8 to be of sleel construction and
to have facilities for soelal gatherings,
cafes, restaurants, library, billlard
rooms, gymoasium, as well as a wire-
lesn telegraphic station and a me
teorologloal observatory, It Is also
contemplated to Inetall an immense
eleotric "clock.

A new method of condueting bond
#ales has been mdopled In Bt Paul,
where a department store lLas pur
chased one hundred theusand dollars’
worth of olty improvement bonds and
will dispose of them over 1ts counters
They will be sold to customers at
cost, but it 18 presumed that buyers
who expect to get trading stamps with
their purchases will be disappolnted.

Bays an exchiinge: “Over 40 rats
were Mexlcoed” ln referring to a
rat  extinction party. “Mexicoed”
ean therefore be accepted us & new
verb,

A couple In New Jersey have just
been married after & courtship of
nearly fifty years. It is well not to
bé too kasty about such an tmport-
ant thing as marriege, but, then, It
is just as well also pet to go to the
other extremse.

Motor Trucks Dis
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“The motor truck

I8 bound to mark the passing
of the army mule, fust a8 it has begun
to oust that animal’'s shorter-eared
half-brother, the horse, from the trans-
portation scheme of civil life,"” anld an
army oMeer on his return from an ex-

tended European tour It Is only a
matter of a short time before that
pletiresque and falthful adjunct of

our military foree Is relognted to the
much more prosanle Iife of the farm.

“What has.been and g being ac
complished by European govern-
ments In the matter of army trans-
portation ean be aceomplished In our
own ocountry., And abroad the motor
truck 1s belng put to every coneceiv-
able test ag to Its fMtness and eapa-
bty In military mancuvers.

“The possibilities of the truck In
our own army schemes are made evi.
dent In the report recently made by
high army officlals to the war depart- |
ment According to this report the |
totnl weight of supplies and Impedi- |
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Mules in Army Service

meonta that muat be carrled with an
army divislon of 20,000 men ls 2.883.-
000 pounds, or a full lond for 961 of
puch army wagons ns are now used,
“These Ngures in rond space alons

| thow thal there {8 a great waste with

prosent mothode. That pumber of
wagons require a gpace of approxi
mately eleven miles on n twenty-yard
rond, & column that lg vastly too Iarge
to be economieally handled. And, be
gides, with eleven mliles of wagons

occupving the roads, thera 18 no space |
left, unlesas it In before or behind the

column, for the troops

“With mule and wagon transportia-
tion the troops are comfined to 2
movement of only thout 24 mlles per
diy, for thls s the limit of distance

which mules or horseg can cover in
f day without injury.

"With truck rtransportation this
handicap I8 entirely eliminated. Not

only ean the supplies be moved with
one-half to fourfifthe fewer vebleles-
for a motor truck will carry from two
to five times as Ilarge a lond ne a
mule wagon-—Lthereby working & great
oconomy In road space, but the truck
can travel at a vastly greater speed
than the men. Where three to flve
miles an hour s  consldered good
speed for a heavily laden mule wag-
on, the truck ean travel at the rate of
ien to twenty miles an hour, and can
kaeep It up twentyTour hours a day
it necessary without tiring."

William F. McCombs Is Very Partial to Big Men

ILLIAM F
eratie national chairman,
declded penchant for the soclety of
men of mountainous build. He him-
self does not tip the beam at even wel-
terwelght figures, but he lives with
men of the white hope eallber when It
comes to sire and strengih. When
he was an undergradunte at  Prince.
ton his tastes were decidedly literary
MceCombe, when It eame to the ¢lub
olections, took an electlon to the
“foot ball club,” as one of the lead- |
ing clubs there I8  accurately de- |
pseribed, and among his Intimates In
his class were such old football stars
as “Garry” Cochran, “Ad" Kelly, “BIll"
Bannard and “Sport” Armstrong. |
When MeCombs left Prineeton to en-
ter the Harvard Law school none of |
his athletio friends went up to Cam- |
bridge with him. He solved the prob- |
lem by living through hils three years'
course with the man who had |
broken all the strength records of Har
vard, f
His new chum was Henry F. Coech- |
ems, who had come to Harvard with |
the reputation of being one of the
bast football stars In the west. Coch.
ems had played four years In the Unl- |
versity of Wisconsln backfield, and
wns Ineligible, bul he would

have |
proved a tower of strength to tlwl
Crimson,

MCOMBS, the Demo-
has a |

FOND OF
3. BIG MEN
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After McCombs went to New York
to establish himself in law he natu
rally looked around for another strong
man to share his apartment. He
found him In Big Bl Edwards, now
the street commliseloner of New
York, who was a freshman at Prince
ton when MeCombs was a junior. Ac-
cording to Tom Reed's definition that
no man is a gentleman who welghs
over 200 pounds, that New York apart-
ment housed a gentleman In the per-
son of MeComba.

Edwards refereed the blg football
games for years with greal success un-
tl one day, when Pennsylvania was
playing the Indlans, a facetlous under
graduate sang out:

“Hey, Bill Bdwards, get off the field
50 we can see the game!"

Next to blg men, McCombs 18 equal-
Iy tond of big clgars, the thick black
ones that “Unecle Joe" Cannon made
famous,

interested

F you are
broad, noble and venerable oaks the

in lofty,
writer will polnt you to a
grove,

In going eastward along the Bunker
HIl road turn to thé right at the
crossing of Queen's Chapel road and
near midway between the Bunker HIN '
rond and Rhode Island avenue you will |
0@ on the left of the way the nak]
grove Indleated. Under the boughs
of the great troos 18 & frame house |
with flower beds and flower-planted |
tubs In front and on the sides. The |
writer's first iden was that some grand
mansion must once have stood ln that
grove of high oaks, but this idea, like |
80 many other firut ldeas, proved on
investigation, to be wrong, ' |

The present happy tenants of that |
cot among the onks are Mr, and Mrs |
Christopher Columbus Murphy. Mr. |
Murphy Is sevenly-one yvears old, son

stately

An Interesting Grove of Venerable Oak Trees

of Thomus Murphy, was born within
300 yards of where he lives today, and
hig life's experience has heen con-
fined to that pretty and romantic seo-
ton of the District

Mr, Murphy sald that when he was
a little boy the land around there be-
longed to John Hoover and then to
Waltér S8cott. Much of It later passed
into the possession of John Britton,
who kept a store on Seventh street,
and a lttle later It passed to John B,
Kibbs, who subdivided the blg tract
into small holdings. The Murphy pluce
thres generations ago belonged to To-
blas Talbert and the Murphy house
waik bullt about 60 years ago by a
man remembered as Knight.

“All this country wasgrown over
with oak trees llke those,” continued
Mr. Murphy, “and the grove of 20 is
about all that remulns of the wide
forest."

It Is worth & trip out that way to
see the kind of timber that once coy-
ered the wooded sections of the Dig.
triet of Columbla. The Murphys con-
Btructed a rustie bench under one of
the blg trees. It was bullt so long
ago that it is a very old bench now,
When this reaches print It may be
that these old oaks will be in leaf.
and If you pass that way youshould
take & rest in the shade of the glori-
Ous trees

Here Is a Man Who Eats Sand for All His llis

HE national capital hoasts at least
one sand cating man. His name
is Jullan Emmons and he (6 & door
keaper at
tives,. Emmons halls from Nobles
ville, Ind.,, and came to Washington
with the Democratie regime in the
house more than two years sngo, He
Is wmixty-five years of age, hale and
hearty.

Emmons swallows a teagpoonful of
sand after each meal He never
leaves home In the morning without
& phial of coarse sand. He says he
was troubled constantly with  sour
stomach, heartburn, Indigestion and
kindred ills until he started the “sand
cure. Now he nsserts that he 1ia
never troubled at all,  relighes
food, sleeps like a baby and enjoye
life to the full.

He has one remody for aull (e, It

the house of representn- |

hin |

J’fﬁs SAND
I& CREAT
STUFF

is sand. If m dark brown taste is
present upon arising in the morning,
do not fall to reach for the sand bot-
tle,

He urges coarse sand, not too
sharp, and forswears the fine white
variety because, he says, It dissolvos
In the Intestinal procosses and s of
| no value ne an aid to the functions of
l digestion.

Confusing

Voices

By REV, ). H. RALSTON
Secrrtary of Conmpondence Depariment
Meoady Bilde Juatitute, Chicago
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The apostle Paul
was  greatly an
noyed by the gen
ceral confusion
thirt ¢characterized
the Corinthian
church, but this
text feems ({1
have in mind &
religlous meeting
in which gome are
praylng, some ex-
horting and some
teaching. He says
there are so0 many
kinds of vyolces,
and nane of them
I8 without some
particular significance

Transferring the scene to the pres:
eutl dey there are many volcea con
cerning almost all subjecte—eocial,
politieal, commereinl and rellgious,
but we conflpe our thought to the
Inst. Of the many volces on religion
that might be congldered, there 18 not
uie but has some signification. There
I8 not a religions error of the day
but contalns some truth. There I8
some valuable signifieation In i, and
from |t the religlous and orthodox can
oftentimes learn useful lessons. Prob
ably never In the history of the world
have the volees touching religion been
| 80 confusing as pew, and largely be-
| cause the most dangerous of them
arry some badge of adherence to
the word of God and traditional reli-
gion of the best kind. There I8 noth
Ing that should so concern a man as
religion—his relationghip t¢ God in
volving his own weal or woe for eter
nity—and he wants to know Just what
the truth is

With a goollly number the volce of
reason Is esteemed as safe, snd as the
Christian religion is a religion of ra-
tionality that volce has strong sup-
port, That the power of reasoning s
highly Imporlant s conceded, or God
would nolt ask man to reason together
with Him. But reason Is given a
place beyond Ite right, and the resuilt
I8 most unsatisfactory, and with many
there Is n fanatlclem and unreason, of
which Paris worshipplog a harlot le
A suggestive result. Men trusting rea-
son will elther become thorough an-

Is the very antithesis of rationality,

With some the volce of the Inner
Apirit Is supreme, and by introspection
they are seeking to know what God I8
saylng. This volee is so variable that
no rellance can be placed on it, every
man becoming a law unto himself
The most grotesque expericnces are
at this point engendered, and the way
I8 open for the incoming of all kinds
of religions fallacies such ax Christian
Sclence, spiritualiem, occultism, and a
brood of other evils.

With many the volee of the ehurch
us such, la supreme, and when the
chureh, considered in the Mght of its
history, is fairly treated Its voice 18
worthy-of the highest respect, It Is
nover wise, to neglect the great his-
toric creeds, nor the church us speak-
ing through representative minlsters,
but if the church as such is depended
on exclusively it becomes ultimately
the volee of a single person, and we
have the hundreds of millions of the
human race dominated by one person.
It has been found that the church,
whether speaking through Its popes or
councils has certainly often  been
wrong, and it cannot therefore lm
plieitly be depended upon.

Hut with some the church speaking
al the last moment {8 to be heeded.
It 18 contended that the church today
does not believe as I once did, and
that because It is more Intelligent iis
volee 1s to be heeded rather than the
church of two or three centurles ago,
or even the church in the first centu-
rles of the Christian era. This Is evl
denced by the tendency to the revi
slon of church creeds, and the argu-
ment for such revision is that the
church does not belleve as it formerly
belleved and should change its creed,
The teachings of the great divines of
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuy-
rles, when theologleal thought wae it
itg zenith, are thought to be outgrown,
and that the teschings of the men of
today, regardiess of their loyaly to
the Bible, are to be heeded,

It 18 claimed that the Chrlstian
teachery of the earller centuries did
not know the sruth. The German disg
tingulshed apologete Lepeius makes
the modern theologian say, "Christian.
ity has for nearly two thousand yenrs
forgotten what the Master origlnally
taught, and perhaps neither Paul, nor
John, nor Augustine, nor Luther, nor
Calvin ever understood who Jesus was
and what He wanted, The entire
church from the begloning of the
apostolic age to the present E¢nera-
tion hus been one great misunder
standing and blunder.”

There Is another volce and that is
God epenking through the Bible By
the special providence of God that
book has been preserved through
many ceuturies substantally as it was
given to the holy men of old, gnd the
veader of today can go to his English
Bible with just as much confidence in
s safe guldance as those who hag
dled the original maouscripis,

archists, or adopt some religion which,

| PREPARE BED FOR ASPARAGUS

Perennlal Will Grow and Be Pro
ductive for 16 or 20 Years
With Proper Attention.

It requires a good deal of an artist
| to properly prapate a bed for aspara
'mm. Asparagus s a perennial whieh
i will grow and be productive for 16 ot
| 20 years, and greatest care, thers fore,

should be glven to the selectlon of the
| soll apd preparation of the ground
| previous to planting. The asparagu#
does best In a deep, rich, ‘'moist soll
with plenty of humus in It. It should
be on & warm esposure, preferably to
the pouth or wost. If the Iand is
conrse, it should be prepared one or
two yours In advance of planting time
This ‘ean be done by growing some
root erops that require deep cultiviy
tion. The plants are put out in rowes
al least four feet npart, The old meth
od of growing asparagus wag in beds
but better results are obtalned when
they are planted in long rows, as it e

easler to frrigate the crop and keep
the =oll In good condition, The plante
should stand three feet In«the row

The plants are set In furrows from slx
to ten Inches deep and the crowns
covered with loose earth or compost
to & depth of two or three inchege. A#
the plante grow the trenches are
gradunlly filled In with the oultivator
or by hand hocs and then Irrigation s
applied every wovk or len days Lo
gtimulnte the growth the firgl year
The tops pre usually mowed down in
the fall, although some growers allow
a reservolr to hold and storg molsture
It the ground fs plowed ten inches
deep and put In good condition It will
hsorb and hold more raln or irrign
tion at one time than land plowed hall

plowing wiH retatn it much longer
Deep plowing is usually good plowing
for it grinds up and pulverizes the
goil. Ground should be plowed in the
fall then let stand until spring so us
to catch the winter Enows,

WATER -I;.lFT FOR IRRIGATING

Montana Man Perfects Invention
Adapted for Elevating Water and
for Other Useful Purposes.

The Scleutifie
Ing a water lift, invented by B. F.
Strange of Victor, Mont., says: “The
invention Is especially adapted for
elevaling water to the uplands for Ir
rigation and other useful purpoges. It
provides n mechanism for lifting wa-
ter continuously from a lower level to
a higher one especially adapted for

Water LIft.

use in irvigation. The fNlume or ditch
may be of any desired construction,
the size and length depending on the
country in which the outfit is used.
The operation of the car and the push-
er may be continued for any desired
length of time, and a8 many cars may
be employed as can be taken care of,
the operation affordiog a continuous
supply of water to the upper level.

view of the water source and means
of elevation to distribution points.”

Large Percentage of Value of Fertil
lzer s Wasted by Not Keeping
in Compact Heap.

Dd you ever drop a small coln
when you were payving for something
that you had purchased at the store?
Plched It up, didn't you? You" bet.
Then why don't you save those scores
of nickels and dimes that are being
washed away from that heap of ma-
nure down behind the stable? says
the Pennsylvania Farmer. Every rain
washes away a large per cent, of the
vialue of manure that is piled out in
the open,

Manure contalng certain fertilizing
glements that would be returned to
the flelds from which they are taken
Of course, you can recrult the soll by
plowing under a crop. But that is
very wasteful when compared with
the plan of feeding the crop jo the
stock and then bauling the manure
out to the field,

Use plenty of bedding to absorb the
liquids, m& a lurge per cent, of the
total value Is thereln, Don't let the
manure pile spread all around, but
keep it plled as compact as possible,
and always have the pile In the shel
ter. By all means vave svery bit of
manure vou can, and apply It to the
fields where it will produce dividends
In the way of Increased crops.

Millet in an Emergency.

Common millet 18 an  excellent
smergency forage corop. It grows
well In'most conditions of the farm
and matures for hay in from Ofty to
alghty days from (he date of the sow-
ing. Live stock can be furmed on It
i month after seeding. Onehall to
threefourths of n bushel of seed may
be beld to be right for an  acre.
Millet seed Is liked by poultry, hogs
wnd young cattle,

Roller ls Great Aid.

The use of the roller s of very
agreat ald {n securlng a cateh of clover
by Increasing the rate at which mois-
ture i6 brought to the seed from the
subsoll,

Honesty In Packing.

Good looking frult on top of the
pagket will get you new custoiuers,
Lut only honest quality lower down
will keep them,

that depth would hold, and the deeyp |

Ameriean in describ |

CARING.FOR A MANURE PILE

COUNTRY ROAD IS ACCURSED

Automoblilist and Farmer Take Turns
In Swearing at Poor Construction
of Thoroughfares.

Everybody takes a whack at the
country road. The automobiligts that
trundle their machines over It curse
Its makers. The farmer that hauls
his load to market over iL swears a
blue streak over its bumps and chuck-
holes and wonders why somebody
does not know enough to fix it go it
will stay fixed. The legislator lounges
i the leather chairs in the state
capliol and delivers profound dis-
courses on 1t and ite uses and abuses,
und the best way to fix It and keep it
fixed, The board of stipervisors meet
and look wise aud talk their heads
off about the way it should be taken
care of, and how the caretaking ex-
penses should be met. And still the
county road glumbers on aud never
gots much above the mud except in
dry summers or very cold winters,
when the traflic can skat along on the
lee, says the Northwestern Stockman
and farmer, The country road 18 an or-
phau and usually a friendless orphan,
Like the Arkansas house, It can't be
fixed while it is rnining, and when it
doesn't rain theré is no need for fix-
ing it It is & public domain where
poll taxes may be worked at lelsure,
nnd with the least possible efforts by
the party that s segregating himself
from #o much of hig valuable time
for the good of the commonwealth.
Its surface I8 marred here by a hole
dug by an unruly plow, there by seven
seraperfuls of dirt dumped in the mid-
dle of It just prior to gquitting time.
There are useless (rees bordering It
that shut out the sunlight and keep
off the wind so that {ts suriace shall
remiin the econsistency of putty the
longest possible time. It {8 a bone of
contention for pelghborhood rows over
who shall be “road-boss” and bhow the
poll taxes shall be “worked.” 1 am
not trying to solve the country road
problen, but I am endeavoring to call
attention to it

The country road problem Is too
deep and complicated for one mau to
solve. It will require the best and
most conservative brains in the state
to settle upon some plan that will
make the country road what it was
intended for—a highway for traffic
with the Jeast possible resistence.
Agltate good roads brethern. Keep
the matler before the public. Don't
let up until something definite and
proper is done to give the state of
Montana geod permanent highways at
a minimum cost,

' FIELD DRAG IS VERY USEFUL

The engraving shows a sectionul side |

Anide From Leveling Ground Imple.
ment Can Be Used for Transport-
ing Stones and Stumps,

I find a field drag a useful tool. As-
ide from leveling the ground Mt can be
uged for carrying stumps and stones,
writes €7 €. Marshall of Bethel
Bprings, Tenn,, In the Misscurl Valley

Construction of Drag.

Farmer. In winter It can be utilized
‘o sheller potatoes or other vegeta-
bles that have been hauled up, and.
when set up slanting it forms a pro-
tection for the bed of a brood sow.
To make the drag take a section of
log 5 or 6 feet long and split until the
s#ections are 2 or 2% Inches wide.
Loy thed® sections side by side and
on top of elther end nail & 2 by 6
fnch runner.

Construct Market Roads.

Ohlo Is about to embark on the con-
struction of what it calls u gystem of
muarket roads which is to cover the
entire state. It figures that by the ex.
penditure of §3,000,000 to §3,500,000
i year for ten years It will be able to
bring the system to completion. 1f it
does so, It will have to be luckier or
wiser than New York state has been

General Road ‘Work.

The state statute on reads reads
that all general road work should be
done between the fret of April and the
lirst of October,

Weeds inmerfere,
The split-log drag will never make

good roads while overgrown with
weeds in the fence corper
Problem Solved.

The earth road will doubtless bae

asod In rural communities for many
years, because of its low first cost.
The ever-recurring problem of upkeep
M such a road can be solved very
largely by the use of the split-log.
frag.




