o Y

omal ]Brd

A Birthday Shower,
Did you ever hear of a "birthday™
shower for a bride?
Try It the next time a bride-elect I8
to be honored. This f& the way one

was managed: The guests are re
quested to bring something suitable
for their birthday month. For in-
stance, say the natal day I8 ln June, a
bunch of roses, or any gift, for June
in the month of brides: or In May a
basket of flowers or something in
green glass to represent an emerald,
for a few are rich enough to give a
real emerald; In February, a heart
shaped pincushion, or a book of Dick-
ens’ quotations. This shows how to
work It out. An vwmbrella or even a
pair of rubbers for April, a bunch of

fire crackers And a fan for * or a |
silk flag. This, you see, mwor aade
very Intéresting and amusr” Hav-

Ing funny things always adds to the |
merriment. This is a shower in which
the men can participate and is best
for the evening. A rhyme to go with
each parcel will help make more fun
A clothes basket or hamper may be
glven in which to send everything
home to the bride,

I have heard of similar affairs be-
Ing given under the pame of “calen-
dar” showers; that is, when there are
Just twelve guests and each one brings
a gift suitable for the month which
the hostess designates in the invita-
tlons. Every one, of course, selects
something acceptable and appropriate
for the new homae.

A Iunchcqn may or may not precede
the shower,

A Progressive Dinner.

It Is with great pleasure 1 give this
description of a dinner which was sue-
cessfully carrled out by a few neigh-
bors. 1 read about it a long time ago
and have been intending to pass it
along but other things bhave crowded.

The first course was soup and was
served at 6:30; It was a consomme
with celery and olives. When &all had
finished the maid passed a tray con-
talning oyster shells to each guest
and on the cleanly serubbed interior

Jvas written the namg of the next hos-

tese, Here creamed oysters
served, and the place carda were
charming filgures of young girls. Be-
fore leaving the table sticks of maca-
roni tied with ribbon to cards which
gald: “Folla de signora with de maon-
ronl sticka,” and this led to the next

were

hostess, who had deliclous macaroni

served Ya la Italian” She passed
brown bread sandwiches. When the
maid handed around a box of ciga-
rettes, etch one was found to contain
a roll of paper, with the invitation to
pass on for “more" at “Mra. Blanks,"
Here roast leg of lamb was gerved
with green peas and browned pota-
toes, and the place cards had amusing
riddles written on them. Salad and
wafers came at the next stopplng
place and there were little tissue pa-
per parcels at each place, which the
hostess sald could not be opened until
the last course was served. Snapping
mottos were passed last and each con-

taiped the Invitation to the next place,
where lee cream, cake, candies and
fruite regaled the party. The last
stop brought afterdinner coffee with
bon-bons and cordlals served In the
drawing reefn. The packages were
opened and sach one found a musioal
instrument and all joined In singing,
“When Good Fellows QGet Together.”

Boat Party.

Did you ever hear of a boat party?
Well, neither did 1 until recently, and
I am telling you all about It just as
soon ns 1 can. This affair waa glven
for & boy's cighth birthday, and he
Just loved boate better than anything
elge, 20 his mother had the tinsmith
make an oval pan four inches deep.
which she filled with water and put
in the center of the dining-room table
around the edge she arranged ferns
and vines with mose, and In the water
the placed the gold fish from the
aquarium. At the toy store she bought
ducks, miniature rowboats, sallboats,
a little steamer, awans, frogs and play
fish. There was a fivecent sallboat
at each place, with the name of child
on the gide. The cake had a sallboat
done in pink jeing for decoration,
with the boy’s name and date of birth
and present date underneath.

All this had been kept a profound
gecret and all the kiddies were wild
with dellght. This mother & noted
for her successful children’s parties,
and she says It's because she has Just
the same things for each child to take
home, and she usually serves refresh-
ments firat, as ice cream and eake are,
after all, what makes a real party to
the average child, and, served early,
the gupper hour is not interfered with.
| Then, too, she savs children are much
happler and easler to manage when
thelr stomrachs are full,

Passing Pennies.

This fe & jolly pastime much en
Joyed by children and hailed by moth-
ers as something new. Place five
chalrs In a row and five chaira op-
posite them with a small table or
tabouret at each end. Ask ten chil-
dren to take the seats thus provided,
with a eaptain at each head of the
line, Then the captain takes five pen-
nies that are given bim and laye them
on the head table. Every other child
must hold out its hands for the penny
to be dropped into them,
flat and close togesher. Now the eap-
tains sitting beslde the head tabla
start sending the pennies to the other
end. They plek one cent off the table,
drop it In the pext child’s hand, then
the third person pleks it out and drops
it in the next hand and so on until
the last playver {8 reached and the
coin is laid on the foot table. As soon
as the fifth cent reaches the foot table
it Is sent back by the same process.
The side getting the five colng “home"
first wins. The faster this game is
played the more exciting it I8 and the
children always want to do it over
and over. . ..-..‘...!r

[rEss—
Guessing Noses,

Did you ever let the children try
to guess whose nose belonged to who?
It i8 very funny and this Is the way to
proceed: Hang a cloth In front of a
doorway and place onehalf of the
company in each room, only one of
which 1s lighted. Cut a V-shaped
hole in the cloth and let those in the
dark room place their noseg through
it, one by one, while those in the light
room guess whose nose it 8. When
a right guess is made, the owner of
the nose musgt join the guessers, but
should the guess be wrong the one
making it muet join players. Game
ends when all are In one room, unless
there are too many children and they
will tire before all have been success-
ful. It {s a better plan to stop one
thing and go to the next amusement
before any one wearies,

MADAME MERRI.

Dainty Neckwear in Favor

for the Midsummer Season

Neckwear ls designed so that it may
be easily laundered of sheer but strong
laces and of embroideries. For the
walsts cut with a round or polnted
opening, turn over collars of sell ma-
terial are provided. These are pro-
tected by turn-over collars of embroid-
ery or worn over small gulmps and
standing collars of lace or embroldery,
Walsts made at home are foished
with a band at the neck and the sepa-
rate collar and jabot ia pinned to this
Two or three such collars keep the
walst fresh looking and save its 10O
frequent tubhbing

Shadow laces have proven _v:r-Il
adapted to these neck plecos. They
are comblned with narrow beadings

and edgings and often made up with
net. A pretty example Is shown here
having a plaiting of net get on to one
of the lace

Strong cluny lace ig so durable and
at the same time so dainty that it e
of all the favorite for trimming sutn-
mer gowns snd for making neckwear
A collar and jabot of this lace shows
the straight band of lace edgod with
fine batiste, Two little polnts are

turned down and fastened with small

buttons at the front.
tached I8 of net edged with the
A little cravat makes a

The jubot at
lace.
finishing
touch, joining the collar to the jJabot,

One who can embroider will be able
to make the elegant neck plece which
gshows a stralght plaited band finished

with turn-over collar and an sttached
Jubot. The jabot ig cut in o graceful
shape and finlghed with & narrow
dainty lace edging

Bmall hows of velvel centered with
black e¢nameled buckleg set with o
glogle rhine stone are chic and great
fuvorites. They are worn with (or

without) colars of all descriptions as
a finieh at the point where the blouse
fusténs at the neck.

An exquisitely fine embrolderad sall
ar collar i a good expmple of the
management of neckwear thla season
The lines are curved, the scallops in-
dented, the flower spray graceful and
the¢ work done with exact peptness
and finish. The effect showsa much in
telllgent care. Neatness and line fin
ish are the |deals of the neckwear de

slgner, for they are in demand by the
buyers of the pretty nccessories of
dresa

J
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Swat the mites,

Alfalta t'nrll‘ht'u_th(\ soll,

Cleanliness lmm:u health,

Potatoas should Tulluw beans,

Alfalfa is high I: feeding value.

Rain and swn ar_e gOOd Erass grow-
ers,

Provide a lot fu-r-lhe cows to grase
W at night

The cost of producing hogs la prin-
cipally feed,

A dirty cream separator never does
afficient skimming

Throw open the barn doors and
k¢ep the building dry,
The amount of silage a call con

sumes varies a great deal,

Let us plant trees, but plant just
what we can do full Justice to

Sifted coal ashes are not fertilizers,
but they are good soil lighteners,

Cows suffering from tuberculosis are
apt to look emaciated nod run-down.

A bolgte- spring for the farm wagon
ghould be avallable on every farm.
uniform salt In making
especially for private trade.

Use fine,
butter,

The American hens produce annu:
ally oggs valued at over $40.000.000.
coudition I8 a hetter
of disease than s drugs.

What sort of schieme

A sanitary
preventive

have you for

keeplog milk and ¢ream cool In sum
mer?

You can usually depend upon the
hardiness of fowls that [leather
rlowly.

Of all anlmals on the farm sheep are
among the most economical meat pro
ducers,

The dairy sire is
whether he
pure-breds,

half the
i8 & scrub or the

herd,
hest of

Any sudden change in the call's dlet
Is likely to start trouble. The chaoge
should be gradunl,

hone
thie

Grit, eharcoal and granulated
should anlwaye be mixed with
voung chicks' fead.

Having the churn too full of cream
will make the butter slow in “coming." |
Halr full 1&g enough,

The surest test of the valup of =
feed is in the result obtalped from
the cows to which i1 Is fed.

The “pot-bellied™ calf is the product
of frregular meals, milk of all tempera
tures and over or underfeeding

Lay aslde and plow a good rich strip
of land, near the house, for a gurden
and frult plantation. It will pay.

Dueks kept entirely oo land must
have deep drinking vessels, so thes |
can get their heads under water. l

Experiments show [t costg four 1
times a8 much to raise & calf on whale
milk as It dovs on & sim-milk diet

It Is Yest to galt the mornlng mash
but not more than one ounce for one
hundred head of stock should be usi!

Young pigs will bepin eating so'ld |
food very early In life if given |
chance, It is good poliey to glve them |
a chance

There I8 no danger of corn siluge
causing dalry cattle to have tuberculo
6l or producing & tendency toward
that disense,

It fowls are to do thelr best (hey
positively must have clean, cool drink

INg water Keep It in clean fountalns
in the shade

Give the chicks as much ram I |
pogaible, even Il you have s t
that of the old fowls, Ezxorels: ™

means of development

In bullding barns for eowe dan't ner

leet, when drawing the plaps, 1 A
range for plenty of light and sunshine,
ps weall us for ample ventilation

Don't be irregular about the milkling
tme, have o deflnite hour tn the morne
ing and & definite hour at night und
milk at these appointed times

When the fowl acte dumpjsh. has
n poor appetite and seems geuoerally
out of sorts, 't le bhest o pen 1 dlone
for o few duys and give a good pliyvs

le.

— —

Grow your own proteln,

Keap the separator clean.

" -—

Sweet clover I very

[ —

A good appetite shows health.

hardy.

Fumigation kille disease germa.
-—
Alfalfa balances the corn ration.

No two colonles of beos are alike.

Alfalfa sod grows larger corn crops
Munure spreaders are
style

alwsyas In

Watch the cows carefully at

g time,

calw

o not plant poor, digeased or in
ferior seed.

Never buy a scrub chicken nor set
f #erub egg.

Cowpeas and soy beans make good
ETeen manures,

Corn and filth are frequent causes
of hog cholera.

Alfalfa fills the hay
for the privilege.

mow and payve

The weather has a lot of Influence
with the hay crop.

Alfalfa is the cheapost
feed for beel eattle

Alfalfa Is the agricultural wonder of
the twentieth century

and best

Alfalfa Insures larger
the crops that follow

vielda from

Alfalfa contains more
ton than clover or Corn

protein per
To get desired results the brood
Eow must not be constipated

currant worms finish feeding
lenves In nbout slx weeks.

The
on the

As n general rule, potatoes should
be planted on fresh ground ench year.

Rhubarb Is one of the standard gar
den erops in the vielnity of large
clitien

Re eareful that vou plant only seeds
that have been tested and are proved
fertlle,
natural
clover

Clover in na
Rotute with
tunity.

restrictive
at every oppor.

colts often make the
properly broken and

The wildest
best horses (f
trained,

Long, atralght rows will make ensler
work with the horse cultivator or
wheel hoe later on.

In frult orchards the most destruo
tive false caterpiller is the pear
slug or cherry slug.

Rotation of eropa in the garden haa
the same arguments favoring it as
rotation In farm crops,

You must help the hog lift hy gly-
fng him good care and feed, It he 1a

to be a mortgage lfter

A plot of ground 40x860 will supply
a famlly of five or six with all the
vegetnbles they can eat

Alfalfa that Is too thin on
ground will become weedy,
coarse and woody In fiber.

tha
and grow

The currant worms cast thelr skins
or molt about onee a week, getting
considerably larger each time,

Asparngus s a hardy plant. It does
not need n winter mulch to keep 1t
from belng killed by freezing

For vory young calvea it Is better to
feed them oatmeal, that s, ground
oats with the hulls sifted out,

Beans will grow In a variety of solla
but it I8 n mistpke to think that a sofl

cannot get tpo poor to ralse beans.

Proteln that Is grown upon the farm
Is often more valuable than that which
8 purchneed In concentrated form,
and It 1s also chenper

If It were not for liee, poultry rals-
Ing would be an casy mntter, At the
same time 1L I8 not difeult to rid the
henhouse of this pest

Md you ever think how  much
ground s good ear of corn will plant?
It tw Just that much ground wasted
if you planl a poor ear

1

[

| that tarmers are learning thut It pays

| 1t most
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SHEEP EXCELLENT

AS SOIL IMPROVERS |

Profitable for Wool and Mutton.

By L 8 CURARTIH)
It 18 universally =scepted (hat sheep |
dropploge under like conditions con
tain a larger amount of fertility than
that from either the horse, cow or |
hog One of the desirable features
of this product s the uniform distri-
bution made by the sheep over the
land. In the leading Buropean coun-
tries, such as Eongland, Seotlund,
France and Gormany, the value of
sheep In Improving impoverished or

Flock of Shropshire Ewes.

naturally thin solls has been recog
nized for ceoturies. It I8 stated on
Eood authority that many of the solls
would be almost worthless bul for
the fact that they are deneely covered |
with sheep. In these countries floo kl|
of sheep aggreguting:two  or  throe
thousand in number are not uncom- |
monly seen, The various breeds which l

CONDITION OF THE
FARM WORKINGMEN

Many Farmers Do Not Know
How to Use Help of Any
Kind, Says Hired Man.

There 18 no doubt that the condition
of the farm workman has been great-
Iy lmproved during the last few years
That this better condition s the re
sult of the searcity of help nobody can
deny. The plain truth is that there
were too many farmers who did not

know how to usge help of any kind.
They imagined that $20 per month
entitled them to the last ounce of

muscle In & moan's body without re
gard to hours, decent food, bed or|
any of the ordinary comforts of life
These men have done more to drive

good workmen from the farms than
anything else, Good workmen wl|!||
sell respect refused to labor  under

such conditions and the result is that
thousands have left the farm to work
in the clties where they ut least be-
lleved they would be better off, Now

to give thelr help fuir trentment and
better pay the tendency of many good |
workmen 18 again towards the farm
aud 1 for one belleve thut If the con-
ditfons continue to improve, as they
must under the progperous times we
are having, that the question of farm |
labor will soon right iteelf and we |
will not only have a better cluss of |
workmen but higher wages and richer
farmera.~—A Hired Man

PROPAGATION OF
GRACEFUL FERNS
|

Enterprising Lover of Plants Will |
Find It Interesting to Do
Work by Spores.

The enterpriving fern lover will fingd |
Interveling to propagate by
gpores, and perchance produce g real
1y valuable nddition to these besutiful
end graceful plants

The ordinary way Lo propugite
clugs of plants 18 by dividing

thin
the

: plants, by the creeping rhilzomen, by
For the first two weeks glve young the little bulblets thut form on the
chicks all they will eat. Afterward, | fronts. and by the seeds or fpores that
require them te clean up what vou appear on the underglde of the lenves
glve thom before uightfall Procure a wseed pan or box with
= pleaty of dralnage haoles, and cover
The application of business methods | the bottom with broken crochery. O
to farm manngement will do  more 1 this place half decaved sod, and 6011
than all else combined to make farm with carefully mixed and sifted leaf-
Ing proftable and pleasynt | mold and sand Make the surface of
= T | the poil perfectly mmooth and level
The firnt groat lesson for a farmer | and then seutter the spores on it aod
to learn Is that It costs less to grow 1 lenve them withoot ans covering, that
75 buehel# of corn on one acre than | 18 ur spall However, they must be
it doe: to grow it on three | enclosed in glass by placing o pane of
- gluss over the vecd box or pan
It I8 not at all necessary to stop Water by placing the sesd pan in
graln prowing hecause twanty o \A‘:Jlt:r und keep it there until the Wi
forty hogs are kept on the place, Hogs | e ilI’II""""‘ on the surfnce of the Hr:III
fit In well with graln growing ! Then removed at once, for too muoh
" witer will destroy the upores e
The poultry business bas been spok- the box o the Hiht l-u'illmlllin-lv\a:urfI
en of ns .;II got-rich.quick scheme but remembering Lthat ferns  naturaly
thi _people who have sucocoded ean grow o shady places and that we
teatify that this has not alwavs boen should try 1w follow nuture's load
the truth

naturaily Inhabit the rough moun-
talo lunds, and the precipitous clifts
of these countries, where only scant

and coarse herbage exists, mnulten{'

thelr great value in making others
wise worthless Iand bring In Dl'“"",
uble returns

Much of the gullied land snd waste
hillsides of this country could bey
utifized profitably in the production of]
sheep. Many prominent farmers have
proved this to their highest satisfuc
ton. Much of the land which now|
grows reeds and other conrse vegeln-
tion can be restored to profitable till-
e by the use of sheep  Fortunately
the shecp In a ruminating animal and
with  the compound stomach . eam
muke use of much of the conrse grass
and weeds which thrive on these dos
pleted solls,

In Buropean countries where sheep
ralsing Is carried on oxtensively ana
usually profitably, little concentrate
feed is used, except through the flush:
ing and lambing sesson. During other
periods hay, grass and roots form
thelr malnstay. Any farmer who I8
| willing to give to shoep the same
smount of intelligent care that he
eives Lo other livestock will find them
not only profitable, but good sollVim«
provers, bringing Inte cultivation
large areas of otherwlae waste land.

HOW TO MAKE THE
HOME BEAUTIFUL

Microphilla Rose Is One of Pret-
tiest Things for Odd Corners
Around Garden,

(Hy L. M. BENNINGTON)

Notlilng ls loveller than the dent
eing; perfectly hardy and Iaw-gmwlnu]

One of the Jlovelleast things for an
odd corner, or to train over a trellls,
I8 the microphilla rose—Iliterally cov-
ared In the spring with tiny white or
pink roses, full of fragrance, followed
by clusters of red berries

Plant a row of hollyhocks along the
rath to the barn; keep them smwlu‘
and see them bloom next year.

Get one or more packages of the
mixed seodr of perennial und blen-
nials and plant them in rows or beds
and see what they will give you,

on't go too strong on “povelties,”
unless you have time and money to
throw nway. Many of them wuare
worthless.,

Plant a paper of Everlasting flower
seeds.  They make beautiful winter
decorations,

Plant canna and dahlia seeds in the
hotbed or boxes now. They are cas
Iy grown, and make fine showlug of
flowers the first voar, |

For duhllas and cannas, the sofl
mugt be good, with warmth and plenty
of water, As easy started as feld
corn. -

RAISE CABBAGE |
AND POTATOES

| First Put Land in Best Possible
Condition and Mark Off m |
Three-Foot Rows. ‘

I always plant the seod of my late
cabbage where I want plants to stand.

I put the land fn the begt possible
condition, mark 1 off in rows three
foet apart and plant four or fve seeds
|in a place where | want the cabbage
o grow

When the plants come up 1 let them
got about as large as they would ho
it 1 were golug to transplant them,
'then 1 pull out all but the strongest
une In ench bunch

This allows the plant to grow from
the wsinrt without uny setbuck snd
the heads are larger than they wiori ldy
be hnd the plants been transplanted.

I did not gow the sead until Jate Ios
June and have ralsed pood tubhages,

the weed for which wos planted after
early potatoes had been dug up and
the land smoothed down

Potatoes make an  excellont firag
crop where inte cabibapes nre 1o be
grown.  Even If the plants are to be
transplanted they may he set he-
{tween the potato rows before the po-
tatoes are dug

Digging the potatoes works the sofl
deeply and makes the best possible
I(‘l-h-l'”ul’l for the growth of the citbe

bagen—P. L R
Testing Asscclations,
Cow testing assoclations are balng
Jrupnnl:f.--w'. inmuny neighborhoods,




