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CHAPTER XVIIl,—<Continued.

She leaned down to take his hand
He relingulshed It to her with an Ime
monse ftghtening of his heart, and
peace fell on him ms he felt her rub
por cheek spainet his Knuckles,

“8o vou're not mad nt the old man,
tfter all?" he enld almont ehyly,

“No,” she murmured, “not at him
fwas angry at what he was dolng ™

It wan o subtly fominine way of get.
fng round the dellcate points of the

tuation—that fnconsistently feminine

ay which separates Judgment of the
dividual from Judgment of his acts,
ut It relleved the Bonanza King of

e heaviest welght that bad lain upon
Im for many years, Lod, for oncg, he
pwe thanks for the irrationalness of
woman,

“Well, good night, honey,” he sald,
Mo matler what ceazy notlons you've
hot, you're the old man's girl al

ght."

B

he Kigsod him.

“And you won't forget your prom-
Ba?” ghe murmured.

“Or course not,” he seld stoutly, not
!uﬂ- Just what she was alluding to.
Any promize | make to you stands
put till the Doy of Judgment, Good
Mght.”

When she left him, he )t another
Agnr, sank lower in his chalr and
itared at the fire,

It wns n desdlock. In his helpless:
aees, the enraged helplesaness of the
man who had ridden triumphantly
pver ull obstacles that fate had set In

s path, his prevalling thought was

W much he would like o kil Borny
he hind done all this. This viper of

woman, the kind to tread on If she

i8ed hor head, had baMed and beat
them all, He could not murder
or, but he thought with grim lips of

w he could crush und grind her

wn and let her el how henvy Bl

nnon's hand could be,

It seomed for the moment as f

thing were over, They had
ched n place where n blank  wall
retehed acroen the rond, Berny's re-
sing the money hud Leen a serious
butacle, but not an unconquerable
. Rose toulght had glven the whole
lot {tm denth blow, Wi lowering
rows he puffed at his olgar, Kroping

his mind for some way that might
&l be tried, He could not brook the
ought of defent. And vet the more
ba meditated the more imprognable
wud unscalable appeared the wall thint
ireiched ncrogs the way

CHAPTER XIX,

Friend or Foe.

For some time affer Rose had left
Aer, Berny remuined on the bench. not
puving. her glance rediing that
part of the puth wheneo the YOUhRg
picl's Ngiire had fndod from view
! The nlght slowly deeponed, improg-
gting the grny atmoaphere with o vel
oty depth of shudow thut ooeed

rough It Hke an infusion of darker,

nser element, Lights came out
st sporndically, here and there
looming through the opuque dusk,
ot phddenly, but with an effeci of
egraduniyess, us though the u?r Wis KO
lck It took some time to  bLreak
lhroggh it. Then come more. Hows

f windows appeared In long, magal.
Aed sputters, All round the plaza
lhere wus & suggestion of elfnced
rightness, as of a painting which

an

nd ouee been sbharply outlined and |

lillant, but was now rubbed into n
rmless, Improssionist stpudy of shad-
wa and undefined, yellow blure. ‘I'he
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[ mittar uspoct of life fullen into new |

l‘JIZ!I'-'.‘L. taking oo allen forms

Bhe roslized that Dominlek had ney-
| ¢r boen happy with her. nnd, for the
first time, ehe understood the gulf be-
them Shae enw what the lfe |
wne fhnt be hnd wanited ro lead, and
that he could have led with the other
womuan. It wonld have been that very

Ewereen
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| form of existencs which Berny had sl
woys derided, and thought an outward
| expression of the lnward dullness of

hy, and did not epre for money, Now
ahe feltl unsure as to whethor her
sceorn of It was not foolleh snd uncn
Hghitened As In u sudden farward
shoot of a search-Yight, ghe saw them

Dominiok and Noge—happy in a way
she had never dreamed of being happy,
In a world so far from hers that she
had never before had a clear look at
I, & man and women concentrated up
on the plece of life that belonged to
them, living paesionately for ench oth
er, Indifferent (o all that seemed
her of value

to

She brought her mental vision back
from this upon herself and felt shaken |
and slightly sick, Scelng beyond the
clrele of her own experience and seén-

have sald to any companion who
might have sharad her thoughts: "Nn‘
wonder Dominlek didn't get on with |
me!" VFor a  dispassionately-coptem-
plative moment she saw herself in
Dominick's eyes; she saw thelr mar
rled life us it had been to hHim. Bhe
folt worry for both of them—for him
In his Torced soquiescence with the
couditions around him, for herself be-
cunse of her lgnorance of all he had
wanted and expected.

“l vouldn’t be any different,” she
whispered to herself, “that's the way
Il am."

She never could be any different.
She was one kind of woman and Rose
Cannon was another, and Dominick
belonged to Rose Cannon's kind., Bhe
did not know that it was so0 much bet-
ter than her kind but it was different,
They muade ber feel ke an outsider in
n distant world, and the feeling gove
her o sensntion of deadly depression.
The burning heat of resentment that
had made her speak to Rose was gone.
All the burning heats and angers of
the lust two months seemed to belong
to the past. An ley, nostalgle ache of
lone!iness had hold of her. The accus.
tomed sense of intimacy and warm, en-
joying Interest in the world—what wae
mean when we tnlk of “living"—had
been completely drawn out of her,

The cold, biting in 10 her marrow,
at last woke her to a renlization of her
surroundings, and sho sat  upright,
looking blinkingly to the right and left,
The half-lit plaza lay llke n Ilake of
shadow surrounded by a circlet of
light and girdled by nolse. It was like
the brightness and animation of the

A\

1
|
|
l She Murried by the Market Stalls,

[T

world Nowlng round her but not toneh.
e her, us she sat alone In the dark
Dk
She rose suddenly,
| oscape, I such were
| ber gloomy thoughts, and
jtoward the upper end of the mguare,
direciing Lher steps 10 the Spanish and
Hullan section of the ecity which Is
called the Latin Quarter. She walked
slowly, not knowing where to KO, only
determined that she wonld not BO
howme, She thought for a moment of

determined
possible,

to
from
wWilked

satlon for the first time, she would |MANY flies In the window, and, chilled

| ner and And the cheer of eongenial so- agalnat the wal}

ety RBut on conslderation she falt
thnt this, ton, was more than whe
could just now hear. They would tor
mant her with quesijons and she folt |
In no mood to prtat them ofl * {0 b
confldential, Finally nhe remem
bersd a Mexlcan restaurant, to vialt
which had at one time been a falhion
She had boen there with Hazel and
Joah, and once In a party with some
of the bank people. She knew where
the place wans and felt that she could
ding thete with no fear of encounter-
Ing any one she koew

With an objective point In view,
her  atep  grined decislon, and she
Imoved forward briskly, leaving the

iza and plunging Into the congerfes

|of pleturesque streets which harbor a

ance, foellng that there was gomething
ginlster in thelr wide, nnwinking scoruat.
iny. 8he hurried by the murket stalls,
where the shawled flgurea of women
Ktood huddled round the binteher's
hock. They looked as If they might
be grouped round a polpt of Interest,
bending gthre at something lying
there, something dreadful ke &
corpae, Herny thought.

When she saw the Mexienn restan.
rant ghe felt relleved, The sirange at-
maozpherie conditions seemed to have |
played upon her nerves and she waai
glad to gel someowhere where she
could find warmth and Hght and peo-
ple. The place, a 1ittle shabby house
dating from the era of the projecting
ahingle roof and enclreling balcony,
stood on a corner with windows on
two streeis. It was bullt upen a slope
so sharp that the baleony, which in
front skirted the second story, (n the
back wak on a level with the sidewalk.
The bright light of gas-jets, under
shoades of fluted white china, fell over
the contente of the show-window
They were not attractive. A dish of
old and shriveled oranges stood be-
tween a plate of tamales and another
of red and green peppers. There were

Lo

by the cold, they stood aloug the In-
side of the gliss in a state of torpor
Berny pushed open the door and en-
tared. The front part of the place waa
uged ng o grocery store and had a ghort
counter at one side, behind  which
stood shelves piled high  with  the
wiares demandoed by the Mexican and
Spanlsh popnlation, Boack of this were
tho tables of the restaurant. The pow
erful, nromatic odors of the groceries
blended with the even more powarful
ones of the Mexlean menu. The room
wns close and hot. In & corner, hias
back braced against the wall, o Span-
lard, with inky dark halir and a large
expanse of white shirt bosom, was
languldly pleking at & gultar,

| by & reatralning thread. To her dulled
| obsorvation the laughter of the Jewish
party came mingled with the tinkling
|of tha gultar outside, and the loud |
continuous talk from the BSpanish | utes
women In the corper |
The walter brought fAsh—a fried
smelt—and she roused hergelf and |
pleked up her fork, 8he did not no-
tHee that a4 man was standing near
her In the archway, the odee of the
lace cartaln in his hand, looking |
abott the room. He threw a gide

Herny knew that there was an inner
ganctum for the guests that preferrod I
more secluded quarters, and walked

pagt the counter and between the |
tables, An arched opening connecled
with this room. Coarse, dirty, lace
curtaing hung In the arehway and,

looped back against gilt hooks, left a
space through which a glimpse of the
interlor was vouchsafod to the diners
withou!, It was smaller than the res-
taurant proper, and was fitted up with
an attempt st elegance, Lace curtains

-also coarse and dirty—veiled the
windows, and two large mirrors, with
tarnished and fly-spotted gilt frames,
hung on the wall opposite the en-
trance,

Just now It was sparsely patronized.
In one corner two women in mourning
and a child were sitting, They glanced
at Berny with languld curlosity and
then resumed a loud and voluble con-
varsntion in Spanish. A party of three
Jews, an overdressed woman and two

young men—evidently visitors from
another part of town—aat pear them
On the opposite side there wns no one
Berny slipped nolselessly Into & chalr
at the corner table, her back against
the partition that shut off the rest of
the dining-room, She felt sheltered
in this unoccupled angle, despite the
fact that the mirror hanging opposite
puve a refloction of her to apy ovne
atanding in the archway.

The cloth was dirty and here and
there showed a hole. Her inerandleable
fustidiousness was strong In her even
at this hoeur, when everything that was
a manifestation of her own personality
seemoed weak and de-italized. Sbe was

!

divgustedly clearing away the crumbs
of the lnst oecupaht with  daintily:
brusiung movements of her Nngertips,
wheén the walter drow up beslde her
and demanded her order, It was part
of this welrd evening, when natural
surroundings seemed 1o combine with

nte an effort of strangeness and terror,
that the walter ghould have beon an
old, shriveled man of shabby and de
Incted mien, with a defteot In one eye,
which rendered It abnormally lurge
and prominent under a drooping, red.
dened lid. In order to see well it was
neceasary for him to hold his hesd at
A eertain angle and bring the eyve, star
ing with alerming wlldpess, upon the
object of his attention. His aspect

faction, Bhe resolved to eat little and
leave the place as soon as posaible.
When ber soup came, & thin yellow
Hguid In which dark bits of leaves and
herbs floated, she tasted it hesitating
ly, and, after a mouthful or two, put

her sisters, where she could have din-

ler own overwrought condition to cre !

and Incapable of any more concenira
tion of mind

float, disconnectedly and Indifferently,

this way and that, ke & t-uhwo-h[

Her thoughts seemed to l

e T T e e e e e . ey Y

a cup of black
glnss of brandy
evening paper

coffee nnd a
He algo requested an
With the sheg open

gtireed by alr currents and half held | hetore him he sat sipping the coffes,

glance at her whieh swent hor srunul-|

ders, her hat, and her down bent pto-
fille, and looked away. Then, as Ifu'
somothing in this glimpse hLnd sud- |
denly touched a spring of curlosity, |
e looked back sgain. His second |
survey wus longer The glance he |
bent upon her was sharp and grew in |
Intengiry He made no attempt to
enter or 1o move nearer her, but any |
one watching him would have seon
that Lilg Interest incrsased with the

prologgation of his scruting

As Il afrald of belng observed hel
chst o quick surreptitions look over |
the room, which in Its clreult croseed |
the mirrer.s Here, reflocted from a dif-
feront poidt of view, Herny was shm\-nl

in full face, her eyes lowered, her
hands moving over hor plate, This |
mun scanned the reflection with Im-

movable Intentneas, Berny lald down
her fork and pushed the figh nway
with s petulant movement, and the
watcher drew back behind the lace!
eurtaln. Through Its meshes he con- !
Huuad fo stare at the mirror, his “[lﬂ'
tightly shut, his face bhecoming rigid |
fu the fixity of his observation, |

The walter entered, his arms piled
withh dizhes, and she made a ha'-:'ktm-|
ing gesture to him. He answered with

a jerk of his head, and, going to the

the inner

it

elightest nolse from the
room chusing him to start aud
the paper bofore lils face

He gat thus for some fifteen min-
The Spanish women and the
child emerged from the archway and
left the restaurant, and n few moments
later he heard the scraping of chair
logs and Berny’s voice as she asked
for her bl He lifted the paper and

nppetared buried In its contenis, not
moving ns Berny brushed back the
lace onrialn and pasged him. Her

eyes absently fell on him and she had
n vigue lmpression of the dark dome
of a head omerging from above the
apensd shecta of the journal. As she
rustled by he lowered the paper and

followed her with a keen, watehful
glunce He did not move till  the
stroant door elosed behind her, when

he threw the paper aslde, snatched up
his hat and Mlcked a silver dollar on
to the clath,

“No chanea,” he sald to the walter,
who eame forward.
The surpriged serviant, unaccus-

tomed to such tps, stared astonlshed
after him as he hurrled down the pas-
sage boetween the 1ables, quickly
opened the door and disappeared {ato
the darkness of the street,

Berny was only 4 few rods away,
moving forward with n slow, loltering
sten. It was &n enay night to follow
without heing obaerved Walking at
# prudent distance beliind her, he kept
her in slght as she passed from the
gmiller streeis of the Latin Quarter
Into the glare and discord of the more
populous  hghways, slong Kearmey
Street, past the lower boundary of
Portsmouth Square. He notleed that
she walked without haste, now and
then glancing at a window or a passer.
by. She was like a person who has

LAan-—-—-

The Glance He Bent Upon Her Was Sharp and Grew In Intensity,

table where the Spanish women sat,
unloaded his cargo there, as he set
it out exchanging remarks with the
women In thelr own language and
showing no haste to Berny's summons.,
She moved In her chalr nnd muttered
angrily. The man bebind the lace cur
tnin advanced his hend and through
the ioterstices of the drapery tried
to ook directly at her. In this posl-

no objective point in view, or at least
is In no bhurry to reach it

But this did not seem to be the
case, for when she reuched the square
sha took her stand on the corner
where the Sacramenio street cars
stop. The man drew back Into a door-
way opposite. They were the only
passengers who bourded the ecar at
that corner, Herny entering the cloged

tlon he could only catch a glimpse of | interior, the man taking a seat on the

her, but
forward to {ake one of the red beans
from the glass eaucer In the middle
of the table. It was an clegunt hand, |
the skin smooth and white, the fingers |
covered with rings. Sbhe again beck: |
oned, this time peremptorily, and the
walter came. The lstener could hu-url
her volee distinetly as he watched her
reflection in the glasa,

“Why didn’t you come when 1 beck-
onof?” she sald sharply.

“Becnuse 1 had other people to walt

on,” sald the %alter with equal neper
Ity. "“They was here before you."
“What's the matter with the dinner
"tonight? It's all bad.”
“1 nin't cocoked " retorted the
man, growing red with Indignation

added wtill further to Berny's dissatls |

his swollen €ye glaring fiercely at her |
“And no else's vomplalned. | guess
it's what's the matter with you?"
Borny made an angry movement— |
somelimes alluded to asa “Rouncing*
and turned her head away from him
“Geot me an enchilada,” she satd per- |
omptorily, "and after that some n—’.i
jolea. 1 dom't want anything else.” i
1

The walter moved away uand the
man belhind the curtain, as If satisfied

he gaw her hand stretched | gutstde.

| her even better here
| taurant,

He had it to himsell here,
nnd chose the end seat by the win.
dow, Mutterlng fmpiecations at the
cold, he turned up his overcoat collar
and drew his soft felt hat down over
his enrs, Hy turming his head he
could see beiween the bars that eross
the end windows, the nterlor of the
car shining with light, Its polished
yellow woodwork throwing back
white glare of the electricity, There
were only three pusseugers, two de
pressed-looking women in dingy black,
and Berny on a line with himealf In
the corner by the door. He conld see
than In the res
She sal, a small, dark fHgure,
Into the angle of the Bent,
her hands clasped in her lap, her eves
down. Her hat cast o shadow over
the upper part of her face, and below
this the end of her
and chin were revealed as pale and
sharply-cut ns an ivory carving She
seemed 1o be sunk In thought and sat
motionless; the half of her face
could see, looking very white agalnst
her black fur collar.

He was furtively

pressed

gurveying her,

I\\i'.o-n she started, glanced out of the

{by his long survey, also turned back | window and signed fo the conducror

into the general room. Close to the |
gpenlng there wns an  unocoupled
table, and ut this he sat down, lald

to stap. The man on the front dropped
to the ground and stole lightly round

the car. so that 1tsa moving body h!d‘

down ber spoon and leaned back | bis hat on the chair beside him, and | h'm from her. Emptiness and #llence |

the |

nose, her mouth |

he |

Mt ——

She felt very l'!rm‘iT infastened his coat, To the M‘f‘!ﬂll‘lf!'t“fﬂ the street, snd he could ennily
|‘-' ho ecame for his order, he asked for
Igueur

follow her as ghe walked Iip“‘ﬂfﬂ
dlong the damp and deserted side
walk. Half-way up the block a butld:
| Ing larger that those surrounding It
| rose into the night. A mounting file
of bay-windows broke ity facade, and,
n few steps above the level of the
pavement, a line of doors with num:
bers showing black on (fluminated
transoms revealed [t to the man oppo
Blte a8 a flat bullding. Here Berny
| stopped and without hesltation, evl
dently as one who wes famillar with
the place, mounted the steps and
walked to the last of the doors.

The man, with soft and caroful foot.
steps, erossed the street. As he drew
nearer he gaw that ghe was not using
a Iateh-key, but was walting to e ad
mitied, leaning as If tired against the

wall. He had reachod the sidewalk
when the door opened, vouchsafing
him n bright, unimpeded view of »

long fight of stairs carpeted In green
Berny entered and for a moment, be
fore the door closed, he saw her
mounting the stalirs. She bad not
anked for any one, or indeed made 8
sound of greeting or inquiry. Hhe
wus therefore either expected or an
habltue of the place. When the door
was shut he, too, mounted the porch
dteps and read the number on the
transom, He whispered it over sev
aral times, the light falling out on his
thin, aguiline face with a sweep of
dark halr drooping downward toward
his collar

Satisfied with his Investigation, he
teft the porch and walked rapldly
down the streat to the corner. IHere
there was a lamp, and halting under
its light he drew from his pocket »
leather wallet and took therefrom
| Dominick Ryan's eard with nn address
written on t. The penciled numbers
were the same as those on the door
he had just left, and he stood looking
fixadly at the card, an expression ol
oxcltement and exultation growlng o
hig face

CHAPTER XX,
The Actor’s Story.

The afternoon of the next day Dom
Inick came home earller than usual
His New York friend, who was en
route to Japan, had but a couple o!
tlaye in San Francisco, and agaln
clalmed his company for dinner. The
theater was to follow and Dominichk
had come home to change his clothes
and incldentally elther to see Berny
and «xplain his absence or to leave »
moesenge for her with the Chinaman

He felt rather gullty where she was
concerned. He had seen nothing of
her for two days. The only tIme they
mot was in the evoning after business
honrs, the only meal they tock to
gether was dinner. With every spark
of nffection dead between them, theh
married life the hollowest sham, she
had so long and so sternly tropined
inlm to be considerate of her and keeg
her on his mind, that he still in
gtinctively followed the acquired habit
of thinklng of her comfort and ar
ranging for it. He knew she would
be annoved at the two lonely dinners
and Roped to see her before he left
and suggest to her that she telephone
for one of her slsters to join her.

The fAat was very guiet when he en
tered, and after looking into one or
two rooms for her he called the Chl
naman, who gald Mrs. Ryan had gone
out early in the afternoon, leaving
no message except that she would he
home to dinner., Dominick nodded @
dizmissal and walked Into the den
He carried the evening papers in his
hand, and looking at the clock lie saw
that he had an hour before it would

be necessary for him to dress and
lepve the house. Berny would un
doubtedly be home before then; she
wns rarely out after six, Meantime,

the thought that she was not In and
that he could read the papers in un
molested, uninterrupted ellence
coused a slight sense of relief te
lighten the welght that wns now al
weys with him.

He had hardly opened the first sheet
when a ring at the bell {spelled his
hopes. It was one of his wife's hab.
itsg never to carry a latch-key, which
she looked upon as a symbol of that
bourgeols, mliddieclass helpfulness
that she had shaken off with her other
working-girl manners and customs
Dominick dropped the paper, walting
for her entrance, and framing the
words with which Le would acqualne
her with the fact that he was (o be
absent aguin, Instead, however, of
the rustle of feminine skirts, he heard
the Chinaman's padding steps, and the
gervant ontered and presented him
with a card. Traced on it In a sprawl
ing handwriting was the name “James
Defay Buford.” Dominick remembered
his invitation to the man to call, and
realized that this probably was the
only time that the actor could conven
[ lently do so. There was an hour yet
bofore dinner would be served, and
turning to the servant Dominick told
| him to show the gentleman up
(TO B CONTINUED.)

Billlards in the Country.
Willle Hoppe, the billlard player
| wag discussing in New York the ques
| tion of spmmer vacations,

“I ke sumimer vacations" he sald,

"in the beart of the country. The
only trouble with the heart of the
| pountry 18 that vou can't get a good

gamea of billiards there
“Maybe you've heard about the two

chaps, summering &t Sunapes, who
somplained that they couldn't tell the
\t“n white balls apart, as nefther of
them bad & spot.  Hut the proprictor
explained to theéem that it would be
easy, after a little practice, to dis-

[ tingulsh the bhalls by thelr shape
|
|

Another chap up at Sunapee asked
for n game of billliards, and when the
bulls were brought. gave a loud, bit.

‘1.-: laugh of disgust

“'Look here.' he sald ‘it'as balls 1
asked for—not dice"—New York
Tribune.




