- - -

\

”

THOUSANDS OF LIVES LOST IN
FLOODS IN OHIO AND INDIANA

Appalling Disaster Caused by Bursting of Dams,
Which Let Raging Torrent of Water Loose
Upon Helpless Cities of Two States.

DISEASE EPIDEMIC 1S NOW BIG MENACE

Swollen Waters Fall in Flooded District, and Fear of Sickness Is
Added to Horror—Loss of Life in Dayton Not So Great
as First Reported—600 May Be Dead in Co-
lumbus—Scores of Towns Add to Toll
of Death.

STORY OF THE TERRIBLE CATASTROPHE IN BRIEF

Revised estimates of the loss In Dayton give ground for hope the dead
in all sections affected by the flood will not exceed 2,000 and may go be-

fow that figure.

Daring Investigators who penetrated the flooded section

revealed hundreds of persons safe who were believed to be lost.

At other pointas than Dayton the death list has grown.

There was far

heavier loss of life on the west side of Columbus than was thought One
estimate placed the number of dead above 600

Apparently authentic reports from Pigqua indicated twenty dead.

At Peru, Ind., the authorities estimated the death list would reach at

feast 150.

From Hamilton, O, fifty persons were reported drowned in the collapse

of a hotel.

Twenty-five deaths were reported from Troy, O.; thirty at Middletown

and five at Masslillon.

Latest réporta from Zanesville are that 150 lives are belleved to have

been lost there.

Cincinnat, March 29 —Reports from | broken out

Dayton and other towns glve a more |

hopeful view as to loss of life. While
the death list Is appalling, it Is now
thought that the figures will not reach
anything llke the first reports,

Explorers who penetrated to the sub-
merged districts say that many hun-
dreds thought to have been lost have
been found safe, but in a serfous phght
from exposure and hunger. Revised
eatimates in Dayton give ground for
hope that the death list there will not
exceed 2,000,

Even this filgure may be cut down
considerably when the facts are known.

It Is thought that the North side of
Dayton list will reach 300.

The militis report that looters are
at work

Shots frequently wers head from
every direction. Militlamen say four
men have been shot, as no one on any
mission s allowed east of the FPenn-
sylvania railroad tracks,

The militia say a score of persons
suspected of being bent on looting
have been arrested. An ex-policeman
caught coming out of a deserted home
18 In prison.

May Be 600 Dead at Columbus.

darly figures from the West side
of Columbus placed the loss of life
at 6800. There has yet been nothing
to change these figures. The loss at
Piqua s now placed at 20; at Hamil-
ton, 60; Troy, 30; Middletown, 25,

Peru, Ind,, citizens insist that 160
are dead there,

Relief trains surround Dayton and
other points In the Miamli valley on
all sldes. It |s thought that rall com-
munication will be completed today
and that all may reach thelr points of
destination.

Washington Is sending a number of
rellef trains carrying food, medicines
and army equipment for housing and
caring for the homeless.

Pestilence Now Greatest Danger,

Pestilence 18 the greatest danger to
be feared now in the flooded dis-
tricts, and loeal, state and national gov-
ernments are working hand In hand
to combat this grave peril.

In Chicago the various rellef funds
have passed the $130,000 mark and
will be swelled enormously by the con
tributions today.

Stations Filled With Supplies.

At the stations where clothing and
provisions are belng handled the work-
ers are swamped with supplies, Train
after train load will be dispatched to
the flooded sections,

Reports from Fort Wayne state that
the egltuation there |8 well in hand and
that the authorities say they can get
along without outslde ald,

The Ohlo river is reported as rising
fast,
reached a stage of 39.5 feet, a rise of
4.5 Tee! In twenty-four hours. People
living in the bottom lands have been
warned to get on higher ground, and
steam: ra are carrying them from theair
perllous positions,

Is 8till Critleal.

At Zanesville, Ohlo, the situation 18
still eritieanl. The waters of the Mus-
kingum and Licking rivers are still
rising. Blx hundred housea are re-
ported as swept away and food Is
neaded,

Middletown, Ohlo,
had communication with Miamisturg,
& town of 8000, which It was feared
had been totally destroyed. Conditions
ara bad, but the dead number only 25.

Heavy floods are reported from
polirnts in New York state, In the Adi
rondacks, Hudson river and Mohawk
valley sections. Glens Falls, Schenec
tady and many other towns are flood-
ed. Pridges have been washed away
and loss of life ls reported. Every
stream In western New York is also
reported out of its banks.

raports having

Raports rom Chillicothe, Ohlo,
place the dead at 25. Linton, Ind.,
says that 16 persons drowned at
Howesville. Ten deaths are reported

from Sharon, Pa,

Twenty dead wers found among the
refugees in the court house at Peru, |
Ind.. vietims of exposure, Seven hirths |
Also are reported. Coutaglon h"'li

and the slek have bean
quarantined in a sectlon of the bulld-
Ing.

The spirit of Dayton asserted ilself
today when President G, B, S8mith of

| It chamber of commerce asserted that

At Evansville, Ind., the flood has |

| frightened at

Indlana,

Dayton could cope with the situation
and would be able to recover from its
disaster,

The sun ig shining bright on Day-
ton today. The fires have practically
burned out and rescue work wiil be
posaible today. The ruins of the
Fourth National Bank bullding still
blaze fitfully, but the Beckel house,
raportad burned with hundreds of ref.
ugees, |8 unharmed,

Floods Are Receding.

Indlanapolis, March 29.—The foods
in central and north central Indiana
are receding, with the effect of expos-
ing facts of desolation and suffering
beyond precedent in that reglon.

The death roll Io the stricken citles
has not yet been made up, but the
needs of the llving and the dangers of
disease and epldemics due to exposure
and bad water are belng revealed In
every message that adds detalls of
the situation.

In Indlanapolis hundreds of refu-
gees from the west part of town are
being cared for In Tomlinson hall, The
prospect ls that the loss of life will
be less eitensive In the capital than
first reports indicated.

Peru In Bad Shape.

Further light on conditions In Peru
came last night in a telephone mes-
sage from C. D. Emmons, manager of
the Northern Indiana Traction com-
pany, who is stranded In that town
He sald that twenty persons have
been found dead among the refugees
in the court house there.

“They are moving the people from
the courthouse In boats and It was

found that twenty of the refugees had
dled from exposure,” Mr. Emmons
sald. He added that smallpox and

diphtheria had broken out among the
hundreds of persons packed Into the
courthouse, One corner of that build-
ing was quarantined and all the res-
cuad persons suffering from contag-
lous diseases were removed to that
confinement,

Lieut. Gov, O'Nelll, who [s at Peru,

telephoned to Indlanapolis denying
the report of pestilence. Mr. O’'Neill
sald he knew of twelve or thirteen

dead, that the toll would be greater,
but eould hazard no guess as to its
size.

Horrors Beyond Telling.

State Senator Stephen Fleming, who
had charge of the rellef train sent
from Fort Wayne to Peru, returned to
Fort Wayne, telling a story of harrow-
ing suffering and of possible great loss
of life,

“It will be Impoesible to estimate
the loss of life In Peru,” he sald, “and
the horrors of the situation there are
beyond telling. There may have been
fifty persons drowned and there may
have been 0600, Many people still in
thelr homes in the Iinundated city,
repeated capslzing of
rescue working to and fro
among the stricken homes, positively

boats
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are carrying out thelr stringent or
ders—"8Shoot to kill"

A number of looters captured In
Dayton were brought before the chief
of police

Ordered to Kill

“Don't bring these fellows before
me,” he {8 sald to have ordered; “kill
them.™

No one {8 permitted to pass east of
the Pennsylvania rallroad tracks, the
established guard line.

under martial law because of the ac-
tivity of looters who commenced op-
erations ar soon as the receding
floods permitted them to prowl

Looting has been reported from
Peru, Ind., and from Plqua, Mlddle
town and other Ohlo citles. That the
looters are being shot down is be-
lleved, but for obvious reasons the
facts are suvppressed.

Are More Cheerful at Dayton.

West Dayton, O, March 29 -—The
sun rose bright and clear this morn-
ilng on & happler Dayton. Prospects
are for a decided subsldence of the
flood waters and for greater rapldity
and eMciency In the relief work. The
weather has cleared and fear of pestl-
lence now I8 the chief worry for offl-
cials In charge of the situation. A
Heutenant of militla sald last dight
that probably 100 bodles had been lo-
cated In the central district, but that
no attempt would be made to remove
them yet.

The state is paralyzed. Rallroads,
trolley, telephone and telegraph traflic
{8 blocked and the cities In which
hundreds of llves have been“lost are
cut off almost entirely from com-
munication with the rest of the world.

Milllons of dollars® damage has
been done to property, fully 75,000
people are homeless and appeals for
aid have been sent out to the Red
Cross. In Dayton alone 30,000 people
are homeless,

Reservoirs Give Way.

The four days’ continous raln
filled every reservoir in the state and
a number of them undermined dams
and poured their contents into the
valleys. A wall of waler seven foet
high rushed down into Miaml valley.
The levees along the Miaml river
broke and the resldents of Daviou

along the river were forced to fAee
for their lives. The rush of waler
was so great, however, that houses

were uwndermined and curried along In
the swift current. Hundreds were
drowned before they had a chance to
seek places of safety

The water crept higher and higher,
and finally it was thirtcen feet deep
at the Union station. Some parts ol
the clty were under thirty feet of wa
Ler.

540 Dead at Pigua.
In Plqua the river burst the levees,

hundreds of people In thelr bowes
The swift current undermined the
homes, and it ls estimated that &4U
were swept to thelr death,

In Delaware, the Olentangy river he
came & lake which covered most of
the city. It 1a estimated that fully
one thousand were drowned

People were left clinging to trees,
roof-tops and telegraph poles, cryving
for assistance
current in the river, the work of res
cue was dufficult

Damage in Cleveland $2,000,000.

Iin Cleveland, while no
wera logt, the damage will reach §2,
000 006

livea

refuse to accept assistance, and al
most crazed by thelr fear, lusist upon
remaining in  the houses, although
many of them are standing In water |
on the second Noors of thelr homes |

“Sewage from the courthouse {s ab- |
solutely cut off, and filth collecting |
there Is adding to the suffering from
exposure through many cages of di-
sease.”

Looters Are Shot.

Cinclonatl, March 20 —With the re
ceding of the floods In Dayion and |
other submerged towns in Ohlo and
scores of looters have ap
peared and are belng summarily dealt
with by the police and militlamen
guarding the property of the flood vic-
timsa,

Communication was re-established
with Dayton and other towns today.
Reports from Dayton are that many
shots were heard fired within the
flood zone early today, and these were
taken to indleate that the guardsmen

The Cuyahoga river swep!
through the manufecturing district o
the flars, closed down bundreds of
mills and left more than fifty thou
sind workers ldle. The East Third
street bridge was destroyved when a

big stonmer was awepl from s moor
Ines and crashed Into 1t

Thousands of doilarse worth of lum
er was swept from the river and '
into the lake Firemen were kept
dyvnamiting lumber
bridges

In ‘nr-r::nn!uufl, 26,000 workmen
were forced to quit work when most
ol the big industries were shut down
by the flood. Al bridges In the city
are guarded

Fifteen Missing at Middletown

The big bridge over the Miami river
at Middletown was swept away, fifteon
persons are missing and scores of
hiouses are floating down stream

Two companies of state Natlonal
Guard have been sent to Hamilton to
help preserve order Five were
drowned there.

Larue, Marion county, sent an Ap-

busy Jams gt the

West Indianapolis also is practically |

poured through the town and trapped |

Owing to the swift |

This 18 a scene on the raging Miaml river at Dayton, O., where hun

dreds of lives have been lost in the floods

114 KNOWN DEAD

Omaha’s Property Loss Will Ex-
ceed $10,000,000 as Result
of Tornado

UTTER DESTITUTION IN STORMS PATH REVEALED

Actual Disclosures Rack the Nerves and Wrench the
Heart-Strings of Those Who Behold Them.

thousands who were domiciled there
of the tornado Is
swept district

made

heartsirings of all who beheld.

elation.
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peal for help to Governor Cox. The [ realizing that they had been despolled
town 1a Inundated and people have I prehend, Guided by kind frlends and
sought refuge on the roofs of their

houses

Nineteen Dead in Delaware.

The number of known dead in Dela-
ware |8 nineteen, and from thirty-five
to forty are wissiog. It is reported
the mayor, B. V. Leas, s among the
drowned

In West Liberty an engine and one
car rolled down an embankment
washed out by the flooded Mad river.
!'The conductor was drowned and vev-
oral bodies were seen floating away,
land 1t I8 feared & number of passen-
gers in the two cars were drowned.
| In Akron more than five hundred
familles are homeless, the rubber fac-
torles were forced to close down, rall-
road and trolley trafic Is paralyzed
and it {8 feared that the big state
|1'!"ﬁ€'t‘\'l.l|.l' south of the clty will break.
| Only one death, that of o lineman, who
was electrocuted, was reported.

Dayton Under Martial Law,

Dayton is under martial law. Three
| companies of the Ohlo National Guard
| are alding the police In rescuing fam-

illea from flood-menaced homes
| The first direct word out of the oity
lafter the breaking of the leves was a

long-distance telephone message to

Riechmond, Ind., from Frank Purvl

ance, an employe of the Terre Haute,

Indianapolis & Kastern Traction com-

pany at Dayton. Eight thousand per

sons, he sald, had been drowned there

“They're dying like rate in thelr
| homes; bodies are washing around
| the streets, and there 18 no rellef in
| slght,” Purviance sald

| Telephone communication with Day-
| ton was established for a few minutes,
then was broken ageain. Purviance
sald water stood twenty to forty feet
In some of the streets,
Situation Is Appalling.

Frank Brandon, vice-president of
Dayton, Lebanon & Cincinnatl rall
rond, succeeded in  establishing o
telegraph wire from Dayton to Leba-
non. He sald that the sltuation 18 ap-
palling and beyond all control,

“According to my advices the sitw
ation begears description,” sald  Mr.

Brondan, “What the people need most
Is boats. The water is high In overy
gtreet and assistance late this after
noon wis slmply out of the question.
My superintendent at Dayton told me
that at lesst sixty had perished and
probably n great many more, at the
same time assuring me that unless
something that closely approached a
miracle happened the death et would
run considerably higher,

“We are rigeing up several speclal
trains and will make every effort pos-
gible to get into Dayvton.”

The greater loss of life is supposed
to have occurred a couple of hours

| later, when the crest of the flood
reached the eity.

Levee Broke Early Tuesday.
| The first break in the levea protect-
[ Ing the ety occurred about six o'clock

Tuesday morning, By noon the levee

had broken in three places and the

business section of the city was live Lo
six feet under water

The river was then at the highest
slage It hos reached In 40 years and

| still rising

The suburbs of Riverdale, West
Hide und North Dayton, were entirely
under water and In the downtown seg.
tlon St. Clalr, Emmett and Second
eltreets were fiooded

Governor Orders Out Troops.

of the demands of the morrow,

Stunned by the welght of the blow
which fell so suddenly upon her, Oma-
ha Is under the spell of & strange
quititude, a reverent and subdued
tribute to the awfulness of the dis
aster,

With almost every tick of the clock
the name of another victlm was add-
ed Monday to the appalling list of
dead and Injured, and the sadness
was not confined to the wrecked
homes of the berenved nor the bed-
slde of the maimed.

Thera was little attempt at the
usual transaction of business in the
city. The men whose livellhood de
pends particularly upon thelr acumen
and _sprightliness, whose affairs call
for an increasing pursult of cusiom,
and who have been known as falthful
tollers In that interest, wera sub-
merged in the wave of grief. They

lmpresalvely
it had been anticipated by all who realized just what the
tornndo meant, yet its gotual disclosure racked the nerves and wrenched the

Ontaha—The utter destitution that attends the complete aemolition of
hundreds of homes and the destruotion of the personal belongings of the

when engulfed In the merciless swirl
conspicuous throughout the atorm-

There were well understood causes that bad delayed the grewsome rev-
Hundroeds who had been tortured in the grip of the maddened ela.
ments had remained in a semi-daze for more than forty-elght hours, numbly

and bereft, yet falling to actively com-
helpful strangers allke, they had been

conducted passively to the shelter of neighboring homes that had opened for
them, almost indifferent to the needs of the hour and but vaguely conscious

But now they have begun to “pull themsolves
together” and to take account of the situntion,

erosity of the untouched toward thoas

who have suffered will long be a
laurel upon the brow of the clty's
cltizenship.

Snow Falls On Stricken Homes

A light fall of snow in Omaha that
reached at least two Inches In depth
by morning, came late Monday night
to add its part to the sufferings of
the stricken ones In the tornado-swept
soction. The temperature Monday
was below freezing and the chill went
to the marrow of those who tried to
work among the ruins of thelr homes
In the effort to save & little from the
wreck.

Rellef Offers Recelved.

During Monday, when the storm's
havoo became known throughout the
world, messages of condolence and re
lef offers camo from many states and

'IN THE PATH OF THE OMAHA TORNADO

eglties. Prominent among the first

directly in the path of the storm.

The devastation caused by the Omaha tornado Is graphically {llustrated
by this photograph, taken at Lincoln boulevard and Thirty-fourth street,

gathersd on street corners and in
cafes, and their conversation was
only of the calamity—of what might
be done to alleviate the suffering.
lepresentatives of tornado Insur-
ance companles, bullding supplies con-
coerns and storage companies, who
might be readlly and rightfully ex-
pecled 1o reap & rich harvest follow-
ing the assault of the wind flend,
found their work extremely distaste
ful and wera loth to press thelr point,

Columbus, O, March 26.—"1f olr
A : = : Men of business Importance were
worst fears are confirmed it will ba ik 1) treat el 4
necessary for us to call on the outside | **°N o wa 1& #irecls softly an
world for with downcast faces, thelr thoughts

lents and supplies in order

te make provislon for the worst ca evorywhere but with their affairs,
lumity that ever has hefallen  this In the face of all the ghastly and
stiute,” suid Gov, James M Cox in u | térrible manifestations of 4 calamity

telegrom he sent to a New York news
Pt per

i e governon
per thnt
duty lu

algo Informed the pa
wore ordersd out for
the capital elty and that the

Lrod jis

which I8 atiracting the attention and
concern of the there la
Al least one bright llning to the cloud
which haungs as a pall over stricken
Omaha, The ready sympathy, the re

whole world,

naval rescrves were dispatched from | soureefulness, the kindness and gen-
Toledo to Mgua The Dayton com - -~
pahiies are on duty in that city, he Council Bluffs Hard Mit

kald

The Clpcinpati companies, presuma
bly, the governor #ald in his message,
would be dispatched to Hamllton and
Middletown, which e In the Miami
valley und which sent out distross sig.
lAls

State Ald for Stricken,

At the suggestion of Governor Cox
a blll was drawn and was presented to
the leglslature today by Hepresenta-
tive Lowrle, appropriating $260,000 for
rellef of the flood sufferers of the
slate,

lines still in
definitely

very poor shape, It
known that the death 1lst
gection of the state, In and
Councll Bluffs will reach
twenty-five and the lnjured at
soventy-five. The death roll
g0 far as telegraphiec or

around

least

fifty to seventy-five

in the recent cyclone disaster In this
twenty to

has,
telephonie
sorvice could be had, reached twenty
and the list of Injured anywhere from |

was that of President Wilson. Others
were from Governor Sulzer of New
York, Governor Dunne of Illinois,
Chambers of Commerce In Chicago,
Denver, S8an Francisco, Seattle, Spo-
kane, Kansas City, Salt Lake City and
Des Molnes, Des Moines sent a spe-
clal tradn of forty doctors and nurses
enrly Monday to assist In every pos
slble way in taking care of the af-
flicted,

Solons Visit Omaha,

|  Nebraska leglslators, with scarce a
half.dozen of the 133 missing. spent
five hourg In viewing Omaha's tor
| nade-stricken distriet. Chief Clerk
Henry €. Richmond eclesroned the
party and cohveyed them In special
cars to varlous parts of the elty.

The vislt made certain & legislntive
| appropriation to ald the elty o the
| plgentic rellef work which must be
Immediately underiaken, A bill to
that end will be Introduced,

logs In life, seven hodles now being

With the telegraph and telephone |lald oul in the morgues in that city,
{a | Weston has two

deaths, Gilliat has
Noola four and Glenwood five
Numerous persons were injured at all
of these places. Fourteen cases are
belng treated In the local hospltals,
ond, Benjamin Benningholt of Duck
Hollow, baving passed away eurly
Monday mormning at Mercy hospital,
| shortly after being brought there

twao,

| N, Krinaki, I:l:_wifa and five chil-
{dren were killed in the basement of

Council Bluffs suffered the heaviest |thelr howe,
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