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ABTER s the principal festival of
the Christian observed in
commemoration of the resurrection

yaar,

of Jemus Christ The rosurrection
took place Just wfter the Jewish
foast of the Passover. The Chris
tians of Jorusalem, and after them
tho#e of 'he Aslatle churchers gen-
arully.  woere accustomed to hold
the feast of Easter on this same
day, or simullansously with the feast of the
Jewish Puskover Thin custom was not acoepl
able to the Gentlls chorches In Italy and the
west genorally, and they changed the time of
Haster observanoe to the Sunday following the
fourteenth day of the moon, of month, and this

differonce of practien led to grave discussions be
fween (he enst and the west, which were finally
settled by (he agreament at the counell of Nice
in the evarly part of the fourth eentury fo make

the western usage universal From that Ume
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@aeter has been observad not only In Christlan
Burope nond Amerlea, but far across the sea in
the anclent wirongholds of pagan superstition,
And wo it has come % pass that the very word
Easter theills the hesrt with gladness, bringing
ity welcome mnpouncement that the gloom I8
past, und the time of bhud and blogsom, leafl and
apray, glancing wing and sudden song. floating
clond and prismic shower, the time of afMluence
and beauty and growing, and rapture of high
vitality In plant and human Hfe allke-that won-
drons Ume hae come; again

In every Christian land the season s obrerved
with deep, religlour feeling  In Jerusalem, the
Holy Cilty, énshrined with so many memories of
Chyrist, hilg 1fe, his work, bhis death and his resur:
rection, the celebratlon of Kaster is of pecullar
fnterest Roprosontulives of go many churches
and sects assemble hers at this season for spe-
cinl  religlous - eolebrations that an  elaborate
echedule bas 1o be planued to prevent worship
nceording to one form of the Christian falth from
Interfering wilh that of another Turkish sol-
dlors are much in ovidence at this time to check
the emallest beginning of open confllet. One of
the most lmpressive features of the HEastertide
obrervance In JTerusalem 8 witnessed on CGood
Friday on the Vis Dolorosa—supposed to be the
roud aver which Christ bore the cross to Cal
Yary—when this commemorative Journey is made
by the pllgrims on thelr kndaes

Easter customs still ciing to England in many
places, Maundy money is distributed on Thurs
day at Westminster Abbey, ag In the days of
Fepys, old men and women over 60 years of age
recelve wpeclully minted colos, corresponding to
the yonrs in King George's life. It follows that
the older a Oritlsh king s, the more money is
dlstributed,

On Good Friday there (8 a procession to 8t
Paul's cathedral revivad from early times by the
Bishop of London, and the suburban districts
Bave smaller ones to thelir parlsh churehas.

The velling of the crucifix at Baster Is still
maluinined an & wurvival of that older ceremony
of “walching the wepulchre™ In olden days this
graphlc and olaborste rite commencad on Good
Friday with the lowerlng of the great erucifix
and ite bestowal o a shallow grave dug beneath
the bigh altar, whers it remained untll early in
the morning of Eastor day. In courss of time,
o the vitual bacame more ornale, the gravoe was
lacarded In favor of a tampornry wooden sepul
ohre erected on the north of the cholr., and the

host as well a8 be crucifix were deposited
thereln,
An old writer on Durham catbedral thus de

meribes It:  “On Good Priday. after the singing
of the Passion, two monks tock n large cruclfix

and, Iaying it upon n velvet cushlon, brought 1t
to the lower greesesn (ateps) of the quire and
there betwixt thom held the erucifix

“I'hen one of tho monka rose and went n pretty
sipaca from it and setting himse!f upon his knees
to the cross and klssed 1, and after him the
other monk did HUkoewise Afterwards so did the
prior and all the mouks, the whole cholr in the
meantime sloglng an anthom Amidut the Hght
of the oandlos and the burning of inecense. the
cross was then carriad to the sepulehre and there
wis Iald, togethar with the holy sacrament, with
In the sepulohre”

Guards were then placed to wateh unt!l Easter
morning, when the sluging of “Christus Resur
genw,” the sacred symbola where taken out of
thelr temporary grave and replaced upon the al
tar, It wasn an old baeliof that the eyes which be
@eld this Easter slevation would not close 1In
death during the ysar (o come

The «urches in many poorsr quarters, Includ-
fng St George's In the Borough—"Little Dorrit's
church"—and 8t John's, Walworth, are no
thronged by Baster wedding couples that the
elorgy often marry them ln groups,

At the chureh of 8t. Mary, Wooluooth, near the
manslon house, & gqueer distribution i siill ear
ried out In weoordance with the will of 8ir John
Bpencer, who was lord mayor lu 1604, He left &
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legacy with Iustructions to the church wardens
to distribute ecolored oggs to communicants on
Easter morning. That entalls giving away about
600 of those eggs

Many ceremonies and sports distinguished the
celebration of Easter In olden times. In a royal
roll of the time of Edward 1 preserved in the
tower, appears an entry of 18 pence for 400 egges
to be used for Easter gifte. Town authorities
engaged with due dignity In games of ball. In
the northern parts of England the men paraded
the streets on Easter Sunday and clalmed the
priviloge of lifting savery woman they met three
times from the ground, receiving In payment a
kiss or a sllver sixpence. The same was done
by the women to the men the next day. It is re
corded also that on Eastor Monday the women
had a right to strike thelr husbands, and on Tues-
day the men struck thelr wives, as In December
the servants scolded their masters. From a Ger-
man authority It I8 learned that in the Neumark
on Easter day the men servants whip the mald
servants with switches, and on Monday the malds
whip the men] In some parts of Germany par
onts and children try to surprise each other In
bhad on Easter morning to apply the health-giving
switches

In Palestine, Easter g the day when relatives
and frlends exchange gifte and it Is the family
reunton day, much as is Christmas in Ameriea.
On Kaster a grand mass Is celebrated at 12
o'clock midnight, at which &ll present recalyn
the Lord’s supper. After the service, which lasts
nbout four hours, the crowds ko home to break
thelr fast and feust on the dalnties prepared be-
fore hand It the morning vieglts are exchanged
between relatlves and friends. the younger peo-
ple go to the older people first to wish them =
bright Easter and many happy returns. About 1
P.m. a grand patriarchal procession walks to the
church of the Holy Sepulehre slnglng those melo-
dlous Gregorlan songs. The scene is particularly

Imposing. There now follows & service in the
Greok cathodral at whieh the gospel for Kaster
day s read In all the leading langunges of the
world

The firat parson to salute the crar of Russ
Eastor mornineg with the worde “Christ |
must be greeted lo turn with &
matter how lowly the person
beggnrs, even—the great czar
him a brotherly kiss. Not so many HKasters ago
the eczar was compellsd by ithis inexorable cus
tom to kiss the cheek of a peasant Bentry, sia
tHoned In the garden to which the Caar had ea
Caped for an early mornlng walk

The Spanlards believe that he who is born on
Good Friday hns the gift of second sight. They
delight o tell that Philip IV was second-sighted
bocause he came into the world on this day
Bpanish women, as well us many English country-
women, declare that sewing done on Good Fri
day will never come undons

By many European peasants the wind {8 wateh.
@d on Palm Sunday, in the belief that from what-
over directlon |t then blows, thence It will come
most frequently during the ensulng yvear Tha
Spaniard who |8 fortunnte enough to secure n
palm, blessed and used in a chureh processlon
on Falm Sunday, fastens it to the balcony of his
house for protection from Hghtning,

An Interesting Kaster egg custom prevalls in
Poland On Faster Monday every head of a
house, man or woman, presents each visitor on
his call with a bhard-bolled ogg, or, rather, the
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AMBASSADOR WILSON DOING WELL

anarchy,

Publie opinton, as well as such of-
fleinl opinion as e¢an be sounded in
Washington, seems agreod that Am-
bassador Henry Lane Wllson Is hand-
ling a very difficult situation In Mex-
ico in a manner thoroughly creditable
to himself.

In times of uproar like that which
has prevailed In Mexico City during
the last month, the ambasgsador of a
foreign power usually has a chance
to wrap his country’s flag around him
and arouse—at home, at least—the
cheers of the multitude by delivering
as stiffish an ultimatum as his state
department will allow

Hut in the present situation Mr.
Wilson has had to muster consider
able personal firmness to mask the
temporizing and hesitating poliey of
the administration. Anything remote-
Iy resembling “heroles” was denied
him, and yet the personal safety of
Americans In the mob-ridden city and
the heavy financial interests of Amer-

| lean investors demanded that he make it perfectly clear to the provisional
{ Bovernment that the Unlted States would not permit an 'ndefinite period of

He managed to do this in a way which was falrly effective in its results

and which algo munaged to make the
lar, with the crowds in Mexico City.

Americans popular, Instead of unpopu-
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half of one. The head of the house divides the
egg, gives a half to the caller, and eats with him
the other part. The custom has such a hold on
the people that the nobles, even when living far
away from the fatherland, observe {t. Many
years ngo Prince Czartoryski was in residence in
Paris, when he held the usual reception on Faster
Monday, recelving each guest at the door of hls
salon, and dividing the egg In traditional style
with each visitor, who ate It consclentlously

In Ameriea, with it population drawn from all
sections of the globe, many Kaster observances
distinetive of the varfous countries have been re
tained by the immigrants and their descendants.

So decldedly has Easter Sunday come to be
thought of In the United States as the great show
day of the year that the average person no longer
regards it in Its most Inspiring light—the erown-
lng feast day of the Christlan vear. Yet It re-

" liglous significance still lives and while the stren-

uous money seekers of the present day seem to
have lost sight of any save its worldly Interest
the apirit of worship is by no means a thing of
the past and nowhere I8 it more actively aliva
than in the up-iodate church of a great city,
Musie Is the chief feature of the usual service,
and no pnins or money is spared . to make It &
noteworthy event,

Easter egg rolling on the White House grounds
In Washington has become an affalr of interna-
tlonal note, The children gather In crowds out-
slde the tull fron fence that incloses the grounds,
nnd when the gates are thrown open at exactly
# n, m they flock in pelllmell and distribute
themselves In squads over the hillocks, No time
Is lost, the sport beginning at once. and soon it
Is In fast and furious progress, the greensward
speckled with eggs and rainbow hues. All the
childron wear thelr best clothes. which are
destined 1o be sadly mussed and more or less
torn befora the day Is over, vet a thoroughly
democratic spirit prevalls. the voungsteras being
of nll elasson

To the sye of the casual observer the egg play
I8 somewhat devold of meaning, but a study of It
shows that It 18 both varfed and Interesting
Some of the ehlldren make races with their CEKS,
starting them slmultaneously from the top of n
hillook, with the understanding that the one to
reach the bottom first Is the winner. [f it is "for
falr” the ogg of the loser pasaos into the pos-
sesslon of the successful contestant Another
way Is to roll an egg down hill, to be recelved
at the botiom on the polnt of a second ogg If the
thing Is properly done, and fallure or success in
this object gives rise to much merriment. Or,
&gnin, two ehlildren may roll their eges toward
cach other on & flat plece of ground, and when
they have met the one cracked is lost.

In no other land doea the Easter ©gg #o splen
didly symbolize democracy as In

KING ALFONSO OF SPAIN AN IDOL |

Alarmists have been predicting the
overthrow of the Spanish monarchy
as the consequence of the present
tangled situation in Spanish internal
polities. To any one but an assiduous
student of Bpanish affairs it would
seem highly probable that King Al
fonso will go the way of Don Manuel,
his one time neighbor. But one who
knows the Spain of today In contrast
with the Spain of yesterday, when Al
fonso as & young and Inexperienced
youth ascended the throne, will short-
Iy conclude that herein lies the key to
the whole situation. It will not be
Alfonso whom Spain will banlsh,
writes the Madrid ecorrespondent of
the New York Sun, but his successor
will come to a throne so undermined
by past abuses that a crash s very
likely. This declaration of opposites
clears itself when [t Is explained that
it s the popularity of Alfonso himself,
and not of the throne, that Kkeeps
Spain loyal to a monarchy.

The popularity of the rey vallénte since as a boy of sixteen he wok up
the reing of government has been ever on the increase and today he Is the
ldol of all his subjects, from the highest to the lowest

DOES IT PAY

TO LIVE LONG

Sir George Birdwood, M. D., a noted
English sclentist, himself an octoge-
narian, throws & new light on the
question by suggesting that abnormal
longevity {8 a most undesirable thing.
Sir George spent nearly fifty years in
the public service. He was formerly
AN army surgeon and professor of
anatomy and physiology. He was in
the India office for thirty-one years
and is founder of Primrose day. In
Indla his name is a household word.

Writing to a contemporary, he re-
fera to the people who have been tell
ing us “how they have, in their own
thinking, managed to achieve this pro-
foundly questionable glory; for (m-
agine smillionalres hugging their
hoards for 100 years, to leave them to
already senile sons to go on hugging
them for twenty or thirty years more,
and so from generation to generation,
until the heavy drag of these verita-
ble Struldbrugs stops the turning of
& too 'conservative' world on its axis.

"It is, indeed, n most disheartening sign—this desire of people to live be-
yond three score years and ten, unless Its prolongation s desirable in the in-
terests of others; and, fortunately, these abnormal ages of elghty, ninety and
one hundred years are not to be achieved, they slmply occur as exceptions

to a rule.

The question under discussion in its true form is not how to live

to four score or flve score, but how to llve proficiently and profitably and
pleasantly alike for yourself and for others.”
Sir George concludes by quoting the words on the ring of Senecianus:

“Live careless of the gods.”

FERVENTLY LOVED; PASSIONATELY HATED

No man in Bugland Is more fervent-
Iy loved-—and more passionately hated
—than Mr. Lloyd George, chancellor
of the exchequer The bright blue
eyes, the thick halr—rapldly growing
gray—tossed back from the forehead
in moments of excitement, the spare,
nlert form, all combine to make a
whole which Ipterests, if it does not
alwayve attract; most people are sur-
priged to find that the chancellor is &
short man.

The majority of those who come In
personal contact with him admit that
here s a compelling and atiractive
personality. While you talk to him—
and he Is a good listener—you [feel
that you too are n personality, and a
personality in whom he s Intérested.
As he chats in a corner of the lobby
of the house of commons his manner
suggests that you are the center of
the universe, that In fact until that
moment his soul has been hungering
for just this exchange of ldeas. Tre
musical Welsh volce promises—what

does he pot promise? Anything?

Yet this is not Insincerity, it 1s only part of the mau's devouring manla

for popularity,




