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A Perplexing Query.
It 18 right for a glrl twenty-six years

of age. keeping house alone in  one
room, to receive vigite from gentle
men? If not, is it right if she hae a
private gitting room? s the sitting
room of a boarding houge alwavs at
the disposal of the boarders? I
there 18 not a sitting room, what s a
girl to do with gentlemen visitors?—
Jane 8,

The living room of a boarding house
should always be st the disposal of
the people in the house, and it should
be attractive, so girls should feel no
qualms In asking their friends to call.
You would be open to adverse eriti-
cism if you entertained in a room
anlone; If you have a eitting room ar
range for a chaperon, then your self-
respect will be maintained and your
men friends will think all the more of
you.

Entertainment for Young People.

Would like to entertain 2 crowd of
about twenty girls and bove (ages
from elghteen to twenty) at an  eve
ning party, but am perplexed as to the
entertainment., All of our parties
geem #o very much alike. Can you
help me?—Jim,

One of the livellest parties T ever
saw was conducted In this fashion:
Each of the boys was asked to como
wouring something to represent a fa-
mous man and each of the girls to
dress as a famons woman., Programs
and pencils were provided to write
down “who was who" and prizes were
awarded., There was “Paul Revera”
with his lamtern, “Washington” gnd
hig cherry tree, “Betsy Ross” and her
flag, “Francis Willard,” wearing a lit-
tle white ribbon, ete. Try it.

P EE S —
Two Questions.

Will you please tell me where T can
get a good book on etiquette? Would
It be correct to have the day of the
weck best sulted for me to receive
callers put on my calling cards?—Mrs,
A L.

Por your first question T must ask
you to send me a self-addressed
stamped envelope.

It will be perfectly correct for you
to have an “at home" day engraved
gpon your visiting card. But be sure
you adhere strictly to the day given
and remaln at home all prepared for
vigitors.

Acknowledging Wedding Cards,

Will you kindly tell me how to ac
knowledge n wedding announcement?
—(irace.

Unless the wedding announcement
includes the “at home" address of the
happy palr, no notice need be taken.

If it does, make a call upon the day
mentioned, or, If that 18 Impossible,
send your ocard to arrive upon ihat
date, If the announcement {8 from A
very dear friond, a personal note of
[love and good wishes would dot be
misa.
Refreshments for Dridge Tea.

I am golng to have a {rlend to visit
me for a week and wizgh to give a
bridgs ten in her honor. What re
freshments can | serve besides sapd
wiches, tea and candy? Would an lee
be proper? 1 want to do the correct
thing and will depend w0 much on
your answer—M, A.

I presume youn wish to
freshments after the game. A fruit
salad, served In grape fruit ehells,
with cheese, ernckers, & bit of bar de
due in center of each: with It serve
coffes. 1 would pase an lee or frappe
during the middle of the afternocon,
when one 18 apt to be thirsty. You
could serve Individual russe and hot
chocolate or oyster cocktails and sar
dine sandwiches, with coffee.

“G.'a"™ Questions.

When one ia dining out and the host
#erves more than you really care for,
Is It & breach of etiquette to leave the
plate quite well filled? I am nineteen
yvears old and the eldest girl in the
family. How should my visiting
cards be engraved?—G.

serve re-

One is never compelled to eat more
than Is desired. It might be well to
caution your host by sayving, "““Fhat Is
quite sufliclent, thank vou" Your card
ghould be engraved gimply, “Miss
Brown.” Teo your other questions 1
muat sav | fear the reply I8 too late
to be of benefit. I only have just so
much space and only & limited number
of letters can be answered each week

Use of Place Cards.

I have never used place eards, and
| think them a great convenlence, Do
vou write the naumes of the guests and
put them at the place you wish them
to git and are they supposed to carry
them home with them as souvenirs?—
“Ignorant,"”

The place cards bear the names of
the guests and are put at the places
they are to occupy. They are ugually
lald on the napking and are retained
by the guests to be token home {f
they wish.

Where there are many to be seated
or few these cards certainly make it
ensier for evervone,

The Matter of Cards.

1 am at preseng vieiting here in the
eity, but live In a emall town. Quite a
few people have called on me. In re
turning thelr ealls do 1 leave my card,
providing 1 find them at home?—A. L.

When returning a first call it s
quite the proper thing to leave your
card as a matter of record, as well as
to show you know the proper thing to
de. In the case of very [ntimate
friends whom one calls upon frequent
ly, it i8 not necessary to leave a card
if the person Is at home.

MADAME MERRL

New Handbagas.

Handbags are seen in a variety of
form. The newest is the long double
sac bag, passed through a ring to wear
over the fingers or sufficlently large
to weur as a bracelet, These bags
are embroldered in steel or dull gold
beads on colored velvet or moire, to
match the gown worn,

Samples of Most Charming
Styles of the New Blouses

Here are Ltwo original blouse
sketeches, The styles selected are es-
sentially of the day after tomorrow
while each represeuts an average rem-
nant length of some double width ma-
terial, such as charmeuse or heavy
crepa de Chine

In my text, the illustrated example
stunds complete in a dark-toned char.
meuse with ap ornamentation supplied
by moeck loope and self-covered but-
tons of the satin. A small detall |
would fain call atteution to is the sug.
pestion of a plait on the inslde of the
erm just above the Lend of the elbow

b
This I8 a very prevalent touch o
sartorinl subtlety just now, and con-
stitutes itself mueh value In pro
viding movement for the arm o
fleeves that, below the elbow, are Just
as Ught ns it Is possible for the
wenrer to bear them. Then there s
the pretty Bubble [rill of fine net,
or the very filmleat handkerchief lawn,
a jabot of the same trickling down
t & front entrance, In a gently grada.
ating line. For we are once agaln per
mitted, whenever it Is in any way pos-
sible, to fastén our blouses in front
lLondon Madame,

CASE NEXT DOOR

Caught in Trap, But She Found
Out All About the Mysterious
Neighbor.

By GRACE KERRIGAN.
Copyright, 1ML by the MeClure News
paper Byodionte )

Next door to the Needhum's wa= a
cottage with an acre of ground around |
It. The owner had died just as the
cottage was ready for occupancy, and
i bhad stood tenantlegs for more than |
a year. There were all sorts of sto-
ries ae Lo why, as the ngent who had
it In charge lved in another town,
but at length there came a young man
who mnnounced himself as Mr. Paul
Hurton, and his errund to take a yenr's
lense,

The young man met Mr. and Mrs
Needham, and he might have met their
daughter Grace at the samo time had
she been home that day Nothing was
sald as to the young man's occupation
or family, and the mystery wag soon
deeper than ever

No mother, sister or housekeeper
come with him.

He did not engage board anvwhere

He did not engage a woman to come
In and do the cooking and other work.

He did not seck to make scquaint
Ances

He evidently had no trade or profos
slon,

And when the
hand wized that

Needhum's and others
all up and wondered
and woudered there was something
¢lse. At the rear of the deep lot he
bullt a small house. It was hardly
lnrger than an ordinary bedroom. If
there had been any children It would
have been pronounced n play-house
There was no dog, and go It could not
be a dog-house

A week after the house
finishéd, and while the nelghhore were
holding thelr breath, an express wagon
drove up and delivered a goose in a
crate. It was a gander—a pure white
gander, and those who got & close look
sald 1t was an old patriareh who was
living out the last halt of his century

“A goose? queried Mre. Needham
“Why, it's months snd monthg teo
Thanksgiving "

“He may be a vivisectionist and is
going to carve her up alive,” re
marked Mr. Neadham.

“He's got a goose for a companion!™
sneered Grace. “That's what might be
looked for In a4 young man of hls
parts!*™

The old goose was taken out to the
goose-hpuge and provided with exenl
slor to lie on, dishes to eat and drink
from, and young Mr. Burton vigited
him half & dozen times a day to ask
about hig health. It was sald that he
even got up twlee a night to go out
there and speak a word or two of
cheer to his pet.

“That young man & off In his top

story!"” sald some.

“The law ought to step In!" wsald
others

“If he lsn't making counterfalt
money then why all this secreey?”
neked the wise ones with & wink.

No letters came for Mr. Burton. He
answered no idle questions of the
tradesmen. A minister called to Invite

him to attend church. but his ring was
lgnored. The mvsatery had lasted for
three months when Miss Grace Need-
ham threw down her book one even-
ing and turned to her father with;

“1 declare that if 1 were you 1
wouldn't stand it another day!"

“Stand what?"

“You know what I mean
stand this case next door. 1'd have a
talk with Mr. Burten and ask him
what he means by such conduet”

“As how?"

“As living alone"

“That's his business. |

I wouldn't

choose to

l
l

|

had been |

lHve as 1 life and that is my business.” |

“Put he has to cook for himselr”

| years of

| were carried

l-"..sl:,ﬂl

“And muoke hls bed, and sweep and
dust”

“Yeg?"

“"And he harg an old ghander for com
pany!" 9

“But we have an old eat!”

“But—but you won't do anviliing {

shout t?"

“Not a thing!”

“Then I will! He's just got to ex
plain himsell or I'll know the reason
why!’

“Spoken like Niek Carter” replied

|
inte your

| you gevearely

the father with o luugh. and the sub
lect was dropped

The young boys of the village had |
heard all about the gander, and tho

Hme came
be a good Joke to cllmb the alley fonee
and bear the veteran away. One night
they tried It but the gouder's protests
called Mr

when they thought it would |

Burton out of bed and two |

the rescus, He could have put a lock |
on the door next day. but he did

He bought a steel trap without teetn
and set 1t where a boy might put his

foot in 1L

Aiss Groce Needhium wos very muah

in earnest In her intentions 1o solve
the next door mystery, but how was
khe to go at T Bhe had puzzled for a
week, when one day she saw the
voung man leave the house with a
market basket on his arm. Jle was

golng to buy pravigions, and would bo
gone an hour. Mrs. Needham woas off
to a neighbor's, mo thers was no one
around to say nay A% a beginning
the goosehouse was to he  visited
There wias the keyv, perhaps to the
whole wystery There was only w
fence to climb and the girl was
there

The gander eould he scen through

the hall-open door as he luxuriantly re
olined on his divan of excelsior. and
hils open eyes and outstretched neck

Mimn
however, to

proved that he was nol asleep
Giriee must step inside,
see Il that bird had any documents
concealed under hin wings. She must
overlook nothing that might furnish a
clew

Bhe did, Just the same. She over
looked the trap that yawned for her
right foot, and with a snap the Juwa
came together. There was a wild yoll
from the caftive and a chuckle from
the gander Steel traps are made to
tnke hold and pinoh and hang on and
hurt, #ven when they have no testh

Could the girl work the springs and
loosen her benumbed foot? No Ejr.oe!
She tried It and falled. She must yell
and get help or walt the return of
Young Burton And If she got help
what would people say! And if the
Young man returned and found her
there what would ho say! There was
nothing funny in the situation. There
Wus nothing intoresting in the old
guandor

A step approaches! A cough cougha!

“Boy, 1 know you are in there and
| eaught in the trap!" sald the volce of
Mr. Burton, “and [ want to talk to
¥You a minute before I rolease you. 1
know I have upset the town by my
coming here and living as 1 have, but
It’s about over, 1 was brought up by a
rich aunt. She loved me, but didn't
think 1 amounted to much, and made
8 will with the following proviglons:

“As I had never helped her abont
the house, even to bringing in a stick
of stove.wood, I must keep house alone
by myself for u year and see what a
mean Job It was.

“As she didn't think I knew enough
to seleet m wife yot T must keep clear
of the girls for twelve months,

“Aa I was always a greul hand to
giab and blab, I must tell o one here
my business.

“As the old zgander in thore had once
flapped his wings and squawked and
scared a robber away, 1 must take
care of him 'till he was clalmed by
death

“If 1 went through all this for a
year 1 was to have the hundred thous-
and she lert. It 1 fnlled it was to go
to the heathen of Africa. 1 didn't pro.
pose to lot the heathen cross one over
on me, and 2o 1 am here. 1 went to
the postoflice a short time ago and re.
ceived o letter from the executors to
the offect that [ had done so well that
the remninder of the year was to be
cancelled. | am therefore free to do
ag | will, even to finding some nlce
girl and asking her to share my for
tune with me

"1 do not think you eame here to
steal my gander. 1 think it was boy-
ish curfosity that drew you. You see,
| have been a boy myself and know all
about it. I am not at all displeased
with you, and will set you at liberty at
onee,”

Thersupon Mr. Burton entered the
goose-house and knelt down, and with
strong hands pressed the spring back
and lifted out a very shapely foot and
said:

“Now you can run along home,
bubby. If I were you 1'd tell mother
that I fell down slairs. Good-bye.

sanny!"

The blushes! The tears! The shame
of It as Miss Grace limped home! she
Just had to tell her mother, and her
mother said she deserved lo have her
airs boxed, old as she waw

“Why, what ean he think of you!™
she wound up with,

That questions was answered three |

months later when the father cama |
home one evening from his oflice lo;
say:

*Orace, which shall It be?"

“What, papa?"

“Young Burton was In (o see me
thig afternoon.”

{Blushes,)

“Will you
der?"

“I'n-1m-"

She didn't take the gander.

Woman and Military Service.

“Sister Marin Theresa,” suld a vet.
eran French general to a nun ut a|
distingulshed military gathering In the
year 1889, “yon were only twenly
age whon you first  gave
vour services to the wounded at Bala- !
clava, and vou woere wounded o the
exceution of your duty. You weare
again wounded at Magenta, You brave
ly nursed the wounded through all our
wara In Syrin, Chins, and Mexico. You
off the fOeld at Worth,
and before you had recovered f(rom
vour Injuries you were agaln perform.
ing your duties. When o grenade fell
ambulance, you, without
hesitation, teok it in your hands and
carried It o distance of a hundred
varde, when It exploded, wounding

|
marry him or the ganr'l
1
L

No goldler has ever per
mars herovically than
or lived more success

formed his duly
vou have done,

fully for his comrades and hin coun-
try. 1 have the honor to present you,
in the name of France and the French
army. with the cross, which i con-
ferred only on those who have :-hnv.'u|
remarkable bravery In action Bol-
diers — Present nrms!™
Wasn't Going 8o Far,
Last summer O, T. Heaton of Mon-

his mother in Ohlo,
morning '3
0 negro woman nsk

tann was vigiting
He war driving
amall town, and
ad him for a ride

Aftar she had climbed In she
Heaton where he lived

In Montuna.'

“Is you drivin ‘there this mawnin' ™
she asked “Dotter let me out right
now—and ghe climbed down.—Saturs
diay Evening Post

uuhn_-.:

Fitted With a Name.
“What kind of a fellow {8 Badger?™
“Well, 1 eall him an auto-philanthro-
pigt.”
“And what 18 that, pray?
“An auto-philanthropist i one who
exerts all bhia philanthropy uwpon him
|:l.‘l'-“

|
|
1
|
i

PUZZLING .TRICK WITH TAPE|

Clever Manlpulation of Fingers Nec-
essary for Performance of Delu-
sion With Strings.

Take a ploce of tape about two
yards long; draw the ends over the
conter, as (lustrated in Figure 1,
right end being over the tape und the
left undor it Then hold the two
loops thus formed, one in ench hand,
the two points ¥ und z, where the tape
crosses, being  held  between the
thumb and forefinger of each hand, as
shown In Figure 2. The point deslg-
nated by x will then be right in the
middle of the tape. You now oxplain
that by cutting the tape through at x
the tape will, of course, be divided
into two parts, and you request one of
the company to cut it; ndding, that
when cut yoo will restore the tape to
its former condition., Hefore the cut
ting takes place give the loops n
shake, which affords you the opportu-
nity of dexterously making the fol
lowing change, on which the success
of the trick depends: Hefore shaking
the loops you will place the second
finger of the left hand on the polnt X
(Figure 2), to show where the tape
is 10 be cut; at the same time shift
the discngaged fingers of the right
hand thitherto holding the part above
") underneath instead of over the
ptring. and right Inside the loop: then
glve the shake, during which the part
x {8 drawn down by the second left
hand finger; the portion of the tape
nbove B is dropped from between the
thumb and forefinger of the right
hand, and the tape at C is selzed by
the latter. On resuming your former
position the plece I8 held up to be
cut i no longer in the middle of the
tape, but merely a short continuation
of the end of 1. Next, let this ba cut
thirough, and immediately let the tape
fall entirely from the right bhand,
which you now employ, with the aid
of your teeth, to tia the cut ends (D),
C, Figure 3) in a double knot at y.
After this s done (not before) you
can remove the left thumb and Nnger
and exhibit the tape apparently ted
together In the middle, as in Flgure 3.
You now take hold of the koot with
the Jorefinger and thumb of the right
hand, and give one end of the tape to
some one to hold; then place the
thumb and finger of the left hand
upon the tapeé close up to the right
hand, apparently to hold the Kknot,
which {8 slippad along the tape by
the right hand; ask another person to

Trick With Tape,

take hold of the tape which you offer
bim with your right hand, and when
placing it in his hand you elip the
knot off the end, and conceal It be
tween your fingers untll an opportu-
nity comes of pocketing or otherwise
gotting rid of it. The knot ls sup
posed all this time to be under your
left thumb and fnger. Now, blow
upon those fingers, and show the tape
completely restored, and free from
any kuol,

OPTICAL ILLUSION IS NOVEL

Arrangement of Pleces of Cardboard
Furnishes Entertainment by
Showing Errors of Eye.

Cut out such bars as those in a
pleoe of gtomt cardboard and fix a nar
sow strip of the same material at the

Optical Husion,

buack, a¥ Is Indicuted, with a small
fastener, on which It ¢an be turned

When nearly upright (s edges look
parallel, but ms It drops lower and
lower the {Huslon that this I8 not so
Increases -

What Had She Becn Doing?
A teacher in a loeal Sunday school

denired to  reprove o small  boy
“Johunle,” she sald, quite solemnly,
‘I'm wfrald 1 shall never meet you In

the better land

Johnnie put on & look ol astonish
ment “Why, teacher he asked,
whatever huve you been adolng of
ww?

the |

|

]

CROSS.PATCH,

CrosgPateh got up one day,

Wuouldn't smile, wouldn't piay:

Snatched Win toys from baby brother,
Emucked the dat and grioved his mother,
All bedounmse—or mo 'tis anld -

He gol the wrong way out of bed

MAKE COASTER FOR WINTER

Boy Who s Handy With Tools May
Derive Mueh Pleasure In Bulld
Ing Himself a “Skipjack.”

The boy who & handy with tools
and fond of possessing an article ol
amusement qulte out of the ordinary,
will enjoy moking a "skipjack" The
skiplnck s very easily made amd It
furnighes no end of fun to those whe

Skipjack for Coasting.

lHke coasting,
the slad.

and you wlll get a falr idea of how
the skipjack i made. For the run-
ner, you will nead a stout barrel stave,
free from knots or cracks. In order
thut this may pass quickly and
smoothly over the gnow It must move
with the grain ‘ef the wood and not
against it. When you have dotermined
by which It 1s to be the front runner,
fasten the upright pleca to support
the seat about onothird of the dis-
tance from the Tear,

The wood of this upright should
measure two inches by four Inches
around and ghould be about 16 Inches
high. A short piece to brace it ahouid
be fastened both front and back. A
bourd about 18 inches long and six
Inches wide will complete the seat.
The skipjack s then ready for use.

Let the firet trial be over a short
slope.  Seat yourself firmly, lift both
feet from the ground, and you go whis.
glug along at a great spesd. Only &
slight movement of the body I8 need-
ofd to keep the runner In the track

It takes the place of

RIDDLES,
Why s an old bachelor always In
the right?
Hecause he Is never mins-taken,
Why are stout gentlemen subjeot to

melancholy?

Hecause they are men of size
(eighs),

Why Ik my cup of tea stronger than
youra?

Necause [t is all my tea (almighty).

What Is that which Is Invisible yet
never out of wight?

The lotter 8

Why s & comprehensive. action an
nffectionate one?

Recause It embraces everything.

If a man saw his sister fall Into n
well, why ecould be not rescue her?

Because he could nol be a brother
and assist her to

Which are the two most disagree
able letters If you get too much of
them?Y

K N (cayenne),

Why I8 a coal charlty the best of
of all charities?

Because it makes the rocelvers
grate full (grateful).

Where do starllngs go In cherrs
time?

They go to Peckham (peek ‘em)

Why Is a dressmaker not likely te
loge hér hooka?

e n i) '\'h"
them

What s Invisible blue®

A policeman when you want him

has an eye to vach ol

Why 18 chloroform ke Mendels
wohn or Ropsginl®
Necanee [t I8 one of the greatesh

comporers of modern times
The Mour of Need,

Georgo, aged 8. had just become aer
quainted with Bess, aged 6

“IDo your folks have prayers befors
breakfast?” asked George,

“No," roplied Bess, "we have pray
eri befors we go to bed We ain't
afraid In the daytime."-—Harper's Be-
EAT

Exhausted.
Mother—Tommy, If you're pretend-
ing to be an sutomobile, 1 wiah you'd

run over to the store and get me
some butter.
Tommy-—I'm awful sorry, mother,

but I'm all out of gasoline —Judgs.
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