VENTRILOQUISM AMONG BIHDS

‘Many Songsters Have Notes That Are
Difficult to Place—Grasshopper
Is Big Offender.

Ventriloguism is not eczfined solely
to the human race, London Answers
dssorts. Thore are many birds whose
notes It is aslmost Impossible “to
place.”

Take the cornerake, with fta harah
“erake, crake!"™ One¢ moment the
sound I8 by your feet; the next, fifty
yvards away. The grasshopper s an-
other offender In this respect. Its sib.
Hant note Is hard to locate,

The sedge warbler goes one better.
Not only Is it an accomplished ventril.
oquist, but it will mimie or parody the
song of other birds. In a lesser degree
the redbreast and the corow possess
theso powers, and forelgn doves come
under the samo category.

In Brazil the bell bird {8 exception-
ally skillful with Its volee, while the
American chickades Invariably de
celves the listener, Canada boasts of
a partridge which is kuown to decelve
sportamen as to fts whercabouts for
hours on end.

MOST AMUSING LITTLE TOY

Figures of Two Boxers Swing Back
and Forth Under Impact of Blows
—Heads Are Separated.

A most amusing toy that can be
mude by any Ingenfous boy has been
patented by an IMinols man, It con-
sists of a plece of cardboard or thind
wood upon which the figures of two
boxers swing back and forth under

An Amusing Toy.

the Impaect of thelr blows. These
blows, by the way, are delivered by
the operator's fingers, which are
thrust through openings in the shoul-
ders of the figures and have miniature
boxing gloves fastened on thea tips,
converting them into lifelike locking
arms. The lower portion of the fight-
ers—{rom the walst down—Is drawn
on the eard, but their torgos and heads
are in separate pleces, pivoted at the
walst, so that they swing freely.
There I8 a stop, however, so that if
one of the men gets gn unusually
vigorous punch in the jaw he will
only bend back to a certaln polnt and
will spring forward agaln to the fray.

RIDDLES.

What Is the longest sentence known
to history? Sentence for life,

What Is it that you give away all of
it and can still keep all of it? Your
promise,

Why is Cupld a poor marksman?
He is always making Mrs. (misses).

What does Washington, D. C., stand
for? Washington, Daddy of His Coun-
try.

What I8 the last thing you take off
before golng to bed? Your feet from
oft the flioor.

When Is a4 woman not a woman?
When hhﬁ' is a little cross.

PODDLE DOG LOSES ONE LEG

Vietim of atut Car Accident la Fuen-
lshed With Artificial Limb by
Sympathetic Roy.

A very lntelligent white poodle dog
which bhad one of Its forelegs cut off
in a street car sccldent wandered out
into the country and was adopted by
a farm boy. He took the dog to m
doctor, who dressed the leg, and when
it healed the boy fitted an artificial
leg over the stump with a laced glove
top and & lttle rubber pad for the
foot. With this leg the dog travels

nlmost as well as aver, but occasion-

Auns With Artificlal Leg.

all, loses his artificial ald to locomo-
¢ion when 'ooking for woodchucks,

Point in Her Favor.
“A female fly lays 130,000 eggs a
geason.”
“Well, she doesn't cackle, anyhow.”
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OUR DEBT TO BUMBLE BEES

These Busy Little Workers Play Im
portant Part Iin Fertilization of
Many Pretty Flowers.

Barney Hoskin Standish in an ar
ticle on “The Bumble-Bee" for the Bi
Nicholas says: The work of the
bumble-bee In bringing about the
cross-fertilization of flowers Is as 1l
portant @s that of the honey-bee, and
thesga two stand at the head of the st
of {nsects useful In this respect. Bach
has Itse flowers which it slone vieits,

but there are many flowers on neu- |

tral ground, visited by both, So we
may say of the bumble-bee, as of the
honey-bee, the more bumble-bees the
more seeds; the more seeds thd more
flowers—specially wild flowers, as the
tull bell-flower, touch-me-not, Solo
mon's-seal, gentinn, Dutchmen’s-
breeches, and turtle-head. But prob-
ably the most Important work this in
sect does for agriculture is upon the
ficlds of red clover. There Is abun-
dant proof that this plant will not pro-
dice seed without the co-operation of
the bumble-bee. It is Impossible for
the wind to bring about the fertiliza-
tion of the sced, as it may do in the
case of Indian corn, graln and some
forest trees. The tube of red-clover
blossoms, too, is g0 long that other in
sects (lncluding the honey-bee) are
not. regular visitante,

Here Is proof that this plant must
have visits from the bumble-bee. This
insect 18 not a native of Australia,

and red-clover falled to produce seed |

there until bumble-bees were import
e¢d. As gcon as they became numerous
the plant could be depended upon for
seed. Again, the blossoms of the first
crop of the "medium red-clover” ot
our own country are just a8 perfect as
tiiose of the second crop, but there
are too few bumble-bees In the field,
o early In the season, to produecs fer.
tilization; hence little or no seed In
this crop. If bumble-bees wera suill.
ciently numerous there Id4 no reasoun
why much larger yields of clover sead
might not be expected than at pres-
ent.

CLEVER TR!CK WITH FINGERS

Middle Digit May Be Turned Under
In S8uch Way That It ls Entirely
Obscured From View.

To find out how sharp the eyes of
gsome of your friends are try the fol-
lowing trick in thelr presence:

FPlace your left hand over your right

Middle Finger Hidden.

s0 that only the tips of your four fin-
gers show. Hand a pencil to one of
the boys or girls and tell them to rest
the point on the end of vyour finger
which they think is the middle one,
that s, the longest one

Your friend will look at your finger

Secret of Trick.

tipa closely. and perhaps will gay he
soarcely knows which one to mark,

for they all look so much alike, inal
Iy, he will choose one, Open your
hand. Much to the dismay of your

friend bhe will find that he marked the
first finger, the third, or the little one
Let another person try his luck
He, too, will meet with disappoint
ment. After you have allowed severnl
persons to try, without success, dis-
close the trick to them If you ke

Tell them you were able to fool
them because your middle finger

wasn't Lthers at all but was folded un
der, The ouly way anyone could find
this out would be to sit behind the
performer.

Large Parls Library.
The lmperial Hbrary of Parli con
tains two million volumes.

A RISKY I:XPERIMI:NI7

A Man wnh a Home Should
Use It.

BY LOUISE OLNEY,
The i‘usa stepped out for an hour,
I ind 0. ve  conversation flourished.
| Both business and the force waere lan:

guld by reason of summer and e
pending vucations. Adkins, thirtyfive
and single, was wise on matters

matrimonial, and “started something”
by maliciously attacking the bllss of
Simpson, twenty-iwo and just en-
gaged. Miss Gertrude tried to listen
and type letters at the same time, Ad
kins looked up from his bookkeeping.
“It's & dangerous experiment, my
boy.,” he persisted. “Look at Pelers,
once jovinl and free, now a slave. He
talke about babies aud the cost of lv-
ing and blacks his own shoes, Ils
wife was almost as protty as Miss Ger
trude, with a string of beaux instead
of a string of bables, Bhe's thin and
old-looking. 1 bet she wishes she was
on her old job, and that she's begun
to ask Simpson f he will really love
her when she's old. A mortgage hangs
over them, too. It's a risky experl-
ment, getting married, Simpson.”
Zdking added up'a column of flures
very accurately, while Gertrude
G | clicked away and SBimpson got out the
1ordnr list  unperturbed. Simpson
‘ stralghtenad his young shoulders and
l
Il

nnswered (ranquilly;

“You're un old grouch-—soured on
life bocause you haven't got u girl,
| Walt till you visit Amy and me and
you'll eurl up with envy. Things don't
always go right for single folks and
two people ean live ax  cheaply as
one,"”

The whole force groaned at the
platitude, and Gertrude, her blue eyes
allve, turned on them

“You'll get what's coming to you,

anyway,” she contributed, “Mr. Ad-
kins changes boarding houses and
varietles of dyspepsin every fow
weeks. I live at a cousin's. It's not a

lhome, but it's not so bad as a board-
lug house. The children impose on
e, but | feel less llke o stray oat
than whan I'm with utter strangers.
But | will say that I'd rather be Mr.
Himpson than you, Mr. Adkins. He
and his girl are good sports, they
ar 't afrald to take a risk and swal
ke some bitter stuff for the sake of
tl o sweat! I'd rather be Mre. Peters
with all her troubles than Miss Stil.
well upstairs here, She's got a lttle
bunk account, but she sced ounly her-
self. She wili end her dave in an
old lady's home somewhere, Mrs. Pe
ters may have to ‘live round’ with
her children, but she can scold her
sons-n-law and spoill her grandechil
dren—she’ll have something to  live
for!” The girl carefully ifcked on the
etamps and gave the lettera to the of-
fice boy.

“{iet 'em right off—the Hoss told
me to sign them.” BShe turned back
to her work with an air of finality, and
Adkins gave an - embarrassed little
whistle. The girl had been there
three months, but had been barely
friendly to the force. She attended to
business almost flercely. The book-
keeper turned on his high stool to
look at her stralght, flat, little back,
and neatly arranged hesvy fair hair.
He was not used to being attacked by
| girls. He was good-looking, older,
rather superlor, with an alr of indir
ference to women. He had a lttle
home, but rented It to advantage, and
lived drifting about, his violln his only
real solace and companlon, As Simp
son grinned exultingly at him, he
turned back to his work.

The lloss came in agalp, so nothing
more was sald that day, por on the
next. The routine work weiit on for a
week or two, and not once did the
stenograpber give the bookkeeper an
unnecessary word or look. Poor Ad
kins felt a bit aggrieved. It was as If
& fluffy kitten he was petting should |
suddenly scratch him viciously and
then refuse to see him. Hut Miss Ger-
trude Turner had certalnly created
within him a respect for her. She
knew her mind and spoke it, He even
hoped that since she wished to marry
a8 evidently she did, she would find
the right man. She was, he declded
a sweet, sensible girl, who knew how
to mind her buginess, month afte:
month, without any fooling,

After that little bout with the glrl
about marriage, Adking kept respect
fully out of her way,
self-satisfied amugness was broken for
him., He regarded Simpson fartively
with a0 wonder ns to whether he and
his "girl” were not, after all, what
Gertrude had esalled them, “good
sports,” willlng to take life's bitter
with fts sweet. Then he bogan (o
wonder If she desplsed him. She ix
nored him, but she lgnored the others
save as to business. He wished that
ehe llked him

Now It happened that Adkins and
Gertrude had thelr vacatlons at ths
same time, and that by a strang
chance neither went out of town, She
slept half her time,
other half plaving with her cousin's
children, sewing a Httle, and golng 10
parks with a book, and she would wn
der off for walks in the country-l1}

She stopped, leaning her white arms

'|legs would carry him, he met Freddie

The apell of his .

and epent t!.\-|

suburbs. Thus t was that one da: “Stand by for mv Lady Justico

passing a trim Httle place, she en Clerk,” sald the man In walting

full upon AdKine, & clgar In his mou! Meanwhile gome meddling person

his hat thted back, his h*lf&ll’{ In whispered to him that his announecs

pockets. He wns lelsurely sturlng ot | ment was Ineorrect, the lady belug n

the place. He saw her, and raised his (commoner, By this time the kiss pre

hat iminary was sbout to be performed,
“Well, he sald, stopplng her, “wi when out bawled the man of office

are you out here for? 1 am thinking |through s speaking trumpes

of fixing my plhce up o bit—th “Don’t kiss her, madam-—she's not |

folks are golng In Sepltember, wnd|a lady," —London Tithits

the new tenants will want thines |

done., What do you thiuk of the To Give Luster to Zine,

bouse 7* | Zine will be glvéen a fine luster It

on the fence, and considering, wh:lnl

he gounted rrockles on her straight
little nose, and hoped she did not de
gpise him too much. He was begin.
ning to be wistful about her oplulon

of him, The falr sex had usually re-
garded him with favor ns a rather
cligible fellow In hig cluss, and in-
teresting becuuse indiferent

Well,” she replied slowly, “1 think
it's pretty and comfortable looking,

but you ought to keep It In shape, You
ought to live In It yourself inatead of
ehirking the task of keeping up &
homa for yourself. It's sheer lazinoss.”
He looked at her reproachfully and
cuhught A gleam of saving humor in
hor eye. “My cousin, for Instance,”
ehe resumed, “would be wild with joy
at & home of her awn! You have one
aud don't uwe it. What's it for?" She
turned away, but he followed her,
walked with her into the country a‘d
finally took her home He anjoyed
that walk. 8he gave no wsign as to
whoether she wae glad to be rid of him
at the gate or sorry. He was plqued,
but life seemed highly worth the Hy-
Ine,

He thought about her and a day or
two later drove up with u lght buggy
atld asked her to drive. 8he went
cheerfully enough, but he felt at arm's
length somehow, and resented it. He
dizecovered how sweel he had always
considered her smile, how admirable
she was In every way, how up-stand-
fng, and brave. He drew out of her

that, but for the cousin, she was
alone In the world, that che loved gar.
dening and  children, disliked elty
atreets, and enjoved sewing, She did
her offlee work well from pride,
rathor than liking. Thesoe trifles
seemad Important to him,

The country wnas sweel and green,
and they got buttermilk at o farm
house, A sweetfaced old lady took
back the glangses with this remark:

Wouldn't your wife llke some
more? She don't look overly strong.”

Without a word they both drank
more buttermilk, but when they drove
on there seemed to be little to say,
and she avolded hig glance, The horee
slowed down to a walk under 4n ave
nue of green trees, and the man, still
silent, eame suddenly upon his real
#ell. He knew what he wanted—he
had found the key to the closed door
of his e,

“Gertrude—1 wish It was so;+you
dont know how | wish—"

Wish what was so?' sghe asked, |
though she mugt have divined,

“"What that woman sald—" he put
hir hand over hers which was not
withdrawn, "It seems as If 1 had

wanted you from the first and did not
know it! Why don't you answer? Do
you despige me s0? Do you think 1
am afrald of the game? 1'll take care
of you and love vou and be glad all
our lives If you will let me!" He
spoke rupidly, and she brushed a hand
ever her eves, and then looked full at
hiin. Tears stood on her lashes,
“Oh!" she spoke breathlessly, “At
lepst | have kept you from seeing that
I cared for you! 1 thought I could
never stand it another minute, and
kil T couldn't keep nway from you-—
|—" ghe winked the tears away.
“Irear!" he said, “Dearest, shall we

§oclallf)rd

ufcrfammen
¢!

. -

e

Wedding l!lquulte

Will you please answer some ques
tions relative to a church woddidg.

i L. What are the bride's axpensex
jand what are the groom's—that is,
(what does each pay for?

2. Who furnishes the bridesmald’s
‘earrlage, or does she ride in the same
one with the bride?

" 8 What are the groom's aobliga-
tions toward the best man?

4. What ig the order of the pro.
oession up the alsle and also coming
back from the ceremony?

6. What ghould the groom wear at
a 5 p. m. wedding in October? Would
n black business suit be impossible?
What kind of glovea?

6. What are the bride’s and brides-
maid's duties at the altar? Alwo
those of groom and groomsman?

7. What would be approprinte to
serve after the ceremony In the way
of a lght supper?

8. How goon before the wedding
would it be proper to see the clergy-
man?

Thanking you for any Information
you may give.—Interested Reader,

Delighted to answer all your ques-
tiong. The family of the bride bears
all the wedding expenses except the
carriage for the bridegroom, which
he engages for himself and the best
man, and the conveyance in which
he takes his bride away. The bride
groom 4 also privildged to send the
bride and her attendants thelr wed-
ding bouquets, he furnlshes the ushers
their gloves, ties and usually gives
them some souvenir, a sear! pin if the
wedding is before 6 o'clock, as they
then could wear them. The best man
recolves the same as the ushers, and
he I8 given the check or gold plece
with which to pay the ¢lergyman, who
should be engaged at least a month
In advance, to make sure that he has
uo previous engagement.

The processional is led by the ueh-
ers, followed by the bridesmalds, two
by two, then the honored maid or ma:
“tron and the bride immediately after
on the arm of the one who gives her
away. The bridegroom and his best
man enter from the side and awalt
the bride at the altar.

The mald of honor or first brides-
mald, if there I8 no maid of honor,
stands beside ‘the bride, holdes her

drive past our home?"
Copyright, 1012, hy the MoClure .\'rwl-i
paper Syndicnte,)

DIPLOMAT OF THE FUTURE|

{Little Willle Obeyed His Mother and
at the Same Time Got Satis-
faction for Himaself.

“Now," sald the fond mother, after
using the slipper upon little Willle,
I want you to apologlze to little Fred-
{die the first time you see him for mak-
!Ing hlg nose bleed. Little boys should
never fight. Now, promlse me you will
apologize the very first time you meet
| him."

“All right, mother,
promised Willle.

The very next day Willle met Fred.
die.
| "1 want to apologize for making your
npse bleed,” sald Willle,

Little Freddie made no reply, but
| gtarted down the street with his nose
in the air.

Willie grew angry at lils little frisend,
but suddenly thought of an idea, Run-
uing around the block as fast as his

I will,” readily

coming slowly down .the street,

“Hoy, Freddle,” he ealled,
"Whatcher want?'

“Isn't this the second tme | met
yon?"

“Yea"

“Well, tuke this, then,” sald Willle,

with a wnll directed punch on Freddie's
|rwn¢- which knocked the lad Into the
‘ mud.

"O-0-0," walled the unfortunate Fred-
dle, struggling to his feet, “what did
| you do that for?"

"My mother told me to apologize to
:_\'nu the first time | met you,” replied
| Httle Willla, “but she dido't say any-
lhllur about the second tlime | paw

| "

ou

Kllltnn Ladles Only.

When n female mentber of ur oy
ul famlly holds a levee It is customary
for her to kiss the ladles of the no-
bllity and no others. It happened that
|the lady of the Lord Justice Clerk
W8, on one occarion, among the num-
ber of those presented to the Princess
Amella, who was very deaf,

| pollshed with one part sulphuric acld
to twelve of water,

bouquet, and the best man stands at
the bridegroom's glde and hande him
the ring at the proper time in the
service, The proper garb for a day
wedding is a frock or, what i8 newer,
the cutaway coat, light gray striped
trouners, gray or white walsteoat,
four<dn-hand or ascot tle, pearl gray
suede gloves,

Berve chicken salad, hot rolls, veal
croquettes or jellled tongue, coffee.
salted nuls, olives, ice cream In bulk
or individual shapes, eakes, bon-hons,

\

8tate Flewers.

At laust T have found 'a list of the
flowers appropriated by the wvarious
states. 1 am not positive that It s
correct and would be most happy
to hear from the readers if they have
anything more complete. Some say
the goldenrod I8 our national flower.

A reader requested this list some
weeks ago. 1 hope it Is not too late
for the purpose,

Alabama, goldenrod; Arkansas, as-
tor; California, columbine; Delaware,
peach blogsom; ldaho, syringa; lowa,
wild rose; Maine, pine cone and tas-
sel; Michigan, apple blossom; Okla-
homa, mistletoe (the last three states
have adopted the flower glven by the
leglslatures of the respective states);
Minnesotla, moccasin flower; Migsourl,
goldenrod; Montana, bitter root; Ne-
braska, goldenrod: New Jersey, the
sugar mapls, New York, rose and su-
gar maple tree; Oregon, Oregon
grape; Rhode Island, violet and maple
tree; Vermont, red clover; Washing-
ton, rhododendron.

Reply to “Merry™ and “Happy."”

There {8 no reason in the world why
boys and girls should not be just the
very best kind of chuné and comrades
and T think it {8 fine. As long as the
boys are what they should be, you
girls can have a wonderfully good in-
fluenee over them. Go on with your
outdoor sports, as long as your moth
ers do not oblect. Do not care one
Lit what people say, As long as you
are sure they have no cause you need
not worry.

Sending Announcements.

Bhould announcements be
the evenlng of the wedding
next doay?

In sending an
uddressing it
a Nrst consin,
his wife also,

-L.eonn

malled
or the

announcement and
to o gentleman who ls
should | address It to
whomn [ have never met.

The apnounecementg should ba mall-

ed lmmedintely after the ceremuny,
that evening Il possible, If a man {8
married, his wife must bo included In

all social events, whether personally

known or not, g0 address the an-

nounecment to “Mr. and Mrs"
MADAME MERRI

KEEP MOUTH PRETTY

OTHERWISE IT WILL BE THB
FIRST TO SHOW BIGNS OF AGE.

Cultivate Smile That WIill Obliterate
the Hard Lines Time Will Surely
Bring—Fretful Droop to Be
Guarded Agalnst.

A pretty mouth will endow the plain.
ent face with n touch of heauty. This
unaturally includes pretty teeth as well,
for one is hardly possible without the
other,

One very Important reason for glv
ing the mouth the best of care is that
advancing age shows its marks first
around the mouth.

Perhaps the first direction for im-
proving the mouth should be to culth
vate smiles. Not grins—you know—
but smiles, which bring a look of hap
plness and joy to the face and oblit
erate In a minute all the hard lines
which have been years In forming.
Smliles will not remove those lines per
manently in a minute, but if the smiles
are indulged in froquently they will
soon blot out all the oblectioanlilo
lines,

Nothing mars the mouth more than
a fretful droop at the corners, and for
this a hearty laugh is the very best
method of correction. Does this sound
like nonsenke? It is really the very
best of common sense, and If you will
notlee the faces of your friends and
the members of your family you will
agree with me, 1 am sure. Without
going very far afleld you can find a
dozen instances where samiles and
laughter would so improve the shaps
or expression of the mouth that you
would just long to suggest thom for
the purpose.

In connection with the above direc-
tions, massage Is an excellent method
for improving the appearance of the
moutli, The masaage given for this
purpose must be very gentle and
ghould always have an upward trend.

To keep the “Cupid's bow,” which
glves the lips such a dellcately pretty
outline, presa the little crease in the
upper lip gently every morning regu-
larly. The best way to learn what your
habitual expression is, is to study
your face before a mirror, assuming as
well as you can your habitas of speech
and Inughter, ag well as your ordinary
expression when In repose. When you
have learned your faults you can then
set to work more intelligently to cor
rect them,

Serfous defects of the mouth require
the care of a specialist in faclal surg:
ery. Many ordinary defects, however,
can be treated at home. Among the
very common ones are the lines reach
ing from the nose to the corners of the
mouth, making a well defined paren
thesis which I8 exceedingly unbocom
ing. These must be massaged out
with nourishing eream and the use of
wrinkle plasters will also prove help
ful. A person who breathes through
the mouth habitually will never have &
pretty mouth or a good expression
The mouth that Is usually held open Is
more unbeautiful than one where the
lips are compressed. The former gives
o vacant expression to the face; the
latter indicates ill-teamper,

A large mouth I8 not a dmsfigure
ment; indeed, It I8 much better {han
one which {8 too small, as it denotes a
better disposition and shows a kind
lfer nature and a broader outlook on
life, If you cannot change the shape
of your mouth you can certainly im-
prova its expression, and it is well
worth while to make the effort,

ANSWERS TO QUERIES,

‘Westbrook: Massage of the scalp i
much better than vigorous brushing to
stimulate the circulation and Increase
the growth of halr, Surface friction is
beneficial when given very moderate
ly, but the average person I8 apt to be
too severo in their use of the halr
brush, Press the fingers firmly, but
not too heavily, on the scalp and move
the scalp In small clreles. Have the
flngers separated a lttle and change
them from place to place until the en-
tire sealp has recalved the massage.
Do not bruise the tissues—remember
that gentle movements many times re-
pented bring betler resulta than too
vigorous mussage.

Jimsey: The reason why you do not
find benefit from the exercise you are
taking {8 because you do not quite un-
derstand how to do it. You must not
allow the knees to bend even slightly,
but must hold them stif whila you
bring your hands up over your head
and then stoop forward and touch the
floor with your finger tips. When this
exercise is properly taken it streagth-
ens the back, makes the back and
wilst muscles limber and also makes
the walst more slendor.

N. L. K.: I doubt if you will ever get
rid of that wart by the method ad-
viged-—you would be more likely to ag-
gravate it into becoming & permanent
sore gpot. Use Instead a dally appll-
catlon of oll of wintergreen, which
will gradually dry up the warty growth
and It will disappear, leaving no trace
of any kind, One of my readers told
me of this remedy, and it has proved
good in & great many cases, besldes
being poerfeotly harmless,

(Copyright, 1912, by Universal Press Hyn-
dente)

Playroom Rugs. :

Playlng rugs are to be geen in
muany nurseries npd are carried out in
soveral varleties of material and de-)
sign, Thick fannel makes an exesl-,
lent foundation for one., Dark red!
flannel with a cutout border with rod |
#ilk, would make a mosh attmtl\'e
TuE,

A whole menagerie of anlmals le'
be used for the border, Teddy bears)
alternating with dancing rabbits nl.lt!
be preferred,




