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SYNOPSIS.

Thn story opens at Monte Carlo with
Cal. Terenve OFRourko, a  military free
Innee wnd something of o gambler, In his
hotel, Taaning on the baliony He sios 4

besutiful wir)
eVl or

who muddenly onters the
and paskis from sighl AL Lhe

KAmMming thble O'Rourke nolleon two men
witching |1 One | the HMHon, Berth
Glynn, while hile compnanion | Viscount
Pen Trebes, o duelist Phe viseounl tally
him the ¥yeneh government hus divect

bim to O Hourk 4 a man who would
undertanke o gocr i insdom At hin apart
ment, O'Hount Wiy hind sgeoand to un

dortake the milsslon, Hinds & mysterious
letter, The vikcount wrrives Hands n
mealeod puokngi O ' Hourke, who Ia not

16 open It until on the gvenn, A palr of
daiply wlippers nre scan protruding from
under a doorway ourtiing,  The trishman
findls the owner of the mystedlous foet Lo
be his wife, Beatrlx, from whom he hod
Fun awmay n yeuar previous They dre
reconciied, and opening the leiter he finds
that o jHRangoon  law firm offers i
00000 pojinds for a Jewel Wnown as the
Poal of Flame dand left to him by o dy
Ing friend, but now in keeplng of one
named Chambret In Algerin O'Mtourke
wOrsls the nobleman Inow due), The wife
bids O'ltourke farewasll and he promises
to soon return with the rownard Ile dine
agavers both Glynn wnd the viscount on
board the ship Ar b finds Chambret
there Is wn wttwcl by bandits aod’ his
friend dies tolling O'Rourke that he haw
left the Fool of Fuune with the governor

general, who at sight of s signet  rlug
given the colonel will dollver over the
awel, Ariiving of Aligedtia the Irlshmiun

LU LTS | wovernpr  general away, UDes
wrehivp mukes n mystecloun appelntinent
hnad el O'Hourke that be has enined
poskonnlon of the Jewol by stealing it, In
n due!l O'Raurke moanters the viscount,
sooures poaswddsion of the Pool of Flame
and starts by sip for Hongoon, He finds
thn eipadn to be o smugkler who trles ta
stei) the Jewel, 1t in foplly secured by
the enptain pnd O'Tlourke  edchpes Lo
innd. Vithh the ald of one Danny and
his swocthonrt, O'Hourke recovers (he
Pool of Flame, On board ship once more,
bound for Rangoon, o mysterlous ludy
appears, O'RHourke comen upon a liscar
abonut (o attuck the Indy, who Is o Mrs
Prynne, and Kieks the man Into the hold,
Mra, Prynne claims she s en route for
Indlana on a misslon for the king.
O'Hourks Is attacked by the lnscur, who
aoaures the Pool of Flame, the captnin
ia wliot nod the fascar jumps into the soa
ship arvives In port.  Panny hnods
O'Rourke the Pool of Flamae whieh he
has stolon from Mes, I'rvnne, It Is the
ronl Jowel, the ono lost at wen belng a
commterfeit. O'Rourke goes o Caleutta
and discovers Dos Trebea dingulsed. e
now knows that Mes, Prynno wis an ace-
complive,  Finally he gets tao the Inwyer
who has offered the reward, delivers the
Jownl and gets the money, Going to the
resldence of the lnmwyer on  invitation,
O'Rourke finds him murdered and  Dios
Treben n found dylng, An officer appearn
and O'Mourke asxlsts him In unravellng
the mystery. O'Ilourke lenves with the
rawnrd.

CHAPTER XXXIV.—(Continued,)

“He confesped he was In the pay—
\lke these chaps we're after now-—of
a highly respectable Chinese merchant
and head of one of the tongs—one of
the richest men In Rongoon, who, it
seems, was also alter that ruby, |
can’'t Imagine what he wanted of it,
but that'll eome out, probably; the
man's rich enough to buy dozens of
gtonea as fine. However . . , 1
gather he'd lnld his plan far ahead.
The coolles Inthinated you'd been
watchod all the way from Bombay. At
erll events, the brutes were ready
when you arrlved; Sypher was a
doomed man from the moment you
handed over the Pool of Flame, They
surrounded his house thls night, com-
ing up from the river, just as soon as
It was dork enough tc conceal thelr
actions. Then they found a third ele-
ment in the business—your friend Des
Trebes, all unauspiclous of them, lurk
Ang on the veranda and watching Sy-
ipher through the window. So they
walted 1o see what he was up to, And
Pretty soon they found out. Sypher
-eame downstalrs, went to the safe and
opened It; 1 presume be had the stone
in his hand, ready to put away. While

vhe was standing there the Frenchman

slipped up  behind and  stabbed
him, apnexing the stone and leay
ting the way he got in. The In-

stant be stepped off the veéranda the
£hinese got bim; but be manuged to
scroam before they could silence him
and drew the attention of the houses
Mold, Miss Pynsent, your wile and the
servants, 8o to gover things up they
bad to gather them all In. The serv-
ants were killed—there were three of
(them-—and the women v

Nelther man spoke for a time
Conch resumed

“This coolle was an oulslder—a
pervant of the merchaht's—unot one
of the Junk gang,: so he stayed ashore,
and thought It would be & flne young
scheme to peturn and do a Hitle loot
ing on his own . I've telephon.
ed the head office to arrest thit
cursed merchant and
bouse and goods and detaln anybody
they could catch connected with him,
The net's well evough lald, and 1
bkl .

The lights of the city became vis
ible, strunx along the right bank ol
the river as the launch rounded a
bend. Couch swung the lttle boat
out Into  midstrenm “Hulf-apoed,
Wheeler,” he sald, adding to O'Rourke:
“['ve got to plek out that junk. | pre
sume the right one will bave all sall
set aud be moving downstream with
the tide; It just on the turn wow
and fortunately theré’s no wind worth
mentioning. . . . I wish { could

something of the other lnunch,”
mwml anxiously iute the obscur

Then

N,

s

Ity nhead. *“If there were only star-
lght—t* he compluined  Litterly.
“Stand by, Wheeler, to stop the motor,
We'll drop alongside with the current,
ns fquietly as we can Colonel
will you get forward and
boatbook and headwarp
||||-'i:!I:i'. I'm needed at the wheel and
{ Wheeler at the engine uutll we mmake
| Tagt

| O'Raurke,
| thkee the

| Cuntiously the
|

Irishmnan
the boathook Couch offered bhlm, and
cropt ont upon the narrow triangle ol
deck at the bows. Crouching tuere,
e found the headwarp and waited,
tense with anxious expeclancy, star
ing nhead In futlle effort to penelrate
the wide, shadowy regches of the riv:
er.  But the mystieal distances con-
fused and eluded him. The launch
seemoed to move, panling, In an abyss
of night. 8he made litle nolse: n
lilss of water beneath her stem; the
steady humming of the motor, throt-

| tled down to half speed; the mufMed
| Basplng of the exhuust.

And present-
Iy even these ceased at a word from
Couch, and the launch moved only
with the tide

Abruptly n towering wall of opaque
black rose out of the darkness to
starboard, O'Rourke braced himself
for the lmminent Instant of action,
polsed so lghtly upon his toes and
fingortips that a swell from a moving
vessel would have thrown bim off
his balance, perhaps overboard, The
launch closed swiftly and gllently in
upon the black wall; It towered over
Wim ke n oliff; far above he could
fwee dim divislons between black and
black that must be the rall. And he
shook his head, dismayed; he ecould
never seale that, he thought; not even
the O'Rourke could nccomplish a mir
ucle. But In a breath It had faded
baek, and he realized that the tower-
Ing poop of the funk had mizled him
They were now alongslde at the walst,
He stood up and saw a low ralling
| moving and caught It over the edge of
‘the rall, drew the launch In, let go the

conliscate bis |

bonthook and, with the headwarp
wrapped about his hand, Jumped
bllndly,

Something dealt him a viclous, all
but paralysing, blow In the pit of the
stomach; he doubled up, for a mo-
mient helpless, across the junk's rall,
but retained sufclent presence of
mind to hold on to the headwarp.
Then, recovering a trifle, he squirmed
over and fell sprawling upon the deck,
his heels drumming an abrupt and
violent alarm. From somewhere he
heard a shrill jabbering arise, with an
ensuing patter of bare feet. Swiftly
he got upon his knees and drew in the
headwarp, with his free hand search-
Ing along the rail for a cleat. Some-
thing thumped heavily on the deck be-
glde bim, and grunted: and something
olsa followed with a second bump:
and the luunch swung outward and,
caught by the current, Jjerked the
headwarp from his grasp, “May the
luck of the O'Rourke still hold!"™ he
prayed fervently, getting upon his feet
to reallze that, with Couch and the
man Wheoler, he was Imprisoned
aboard the Junk, doomed thers io re-
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The Boarding Party Stood at Bay.
miln - whatever might befall, until
the coming of the pecond lnunch

or perhaps for a longer time,

As he rose some Indlstinet body ran
into hlm and cannoned off with un un-
@duth yelp; with no thme to draw bis
revolvers, the adventurer struck out
with a bare hand and had the satis-
[nction of finding a gonl for his blow

of landing heavily on bare flesh and
of hearing the dull sound of a fall
upon the deck.

Synchranously lights were flashing
out for and aft. A revolver sput ven-
amously beslde him Somewheroe o
man sareamed and fell, ‘'whimpering
[ horribly. The revolyer expoded a sec,

ond tline. There were oconfused
nolses, as of a furlfous struggle, rough
and tumble, and he suspected that one

oL L v

rose, took |
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The Woman Gasped Faintly and

lll “"011:';;\;—\__\-_. |

or another of his
been tnckled bedilly by one of the
Junk's erew. On his own part he
caught a gllmpse of a shadow moving
ghostlike against one of the lights,
and promptly exorclsed It with a shot.

By this time the vessel seemed to
be caught ifn the grip of pandemon-
fum; shouts and shots viled with
screams, groans, confused padding
footsteps, to make the moment ona of
a nightmare. The boarding party stood
at bay, not daring to venture from the
spot on which they had landed, firing
steadily but with discretion

Huddled together llke children In
fear of the powers of darkness, the
three held thelr fire against the (nev-
{table assault in roree, handicapped
fearfully by their absolute ignorance
of the lay of the deck, of the number
of thelr opponents, and of from which
quarter they had to expecot the attack,
And the wsilence and the guspense
wore upon thelr nerves until the final
struggle came in the shape of a hoom
to save them ivom madness. And It
came with a rush and a will, eyclonie,
tromendous, overpowering. By sheer
welght of human flesh the Europeans
were plnned agalnst the rall, fighting
at bandgrips with a cruel and cunning
foe far better prepared for such bua's
ness than they. For at such close
quarters pistols were practically
warthless save as alubs, while knlves
could slip to slay through anlmost any
Interstice, however straltened,
O'Rourke had no thuoe to think of bis
companions, Stung o desperation by
the sllent, unrelenting fury of his as-
sallpnts—twlce he congclous of
the white-hot agony of a knifethrust,
penetrating the flesh of his side
aud seraping his ribs, the other biting
deep Into his thigh—he fired until he
had but one cariridge left in his re-
volver, and expended that hlowing out
the brains of an extraordinarily per-
alstent coolle. than dropped the use
leas wenpon and trusted to his nuked
strangth.

It served him well for a little,
man, precipitated by tle welght of
thogse behind him Into the adventur-
er's arms, he selzed by the throat and
throttled In a twinkling: then lifting
him from the deck, he exerted his
power (o the utmost, antl cast the
body lke » log Into the midst of the
melee. Thua clearing a little space, he
found himsell able to step aside and
let another run past bim into the (bul-
wark: and seelng the sheen of &
gewordblade In the fellow's hand, be-
fore he could recover selzed hils wrist,
twisted It savagoely, ond wrenched the
WeApon away,

The flnnle came & moment later, sig
palized by & bLlHnding fash of light
more bright than that of day, which
fell athwart the deck and illuminated
instantaneously every Inch of the
fAghting ground. Fervently be blessed

companlons had

wos

anao

One

Clung Tightly to Her Husband's Arm.

searchlight on the junk. The scene
It revealed heggared the experience of
& man whose trade was fighting; It
tell upon decks slippery with blood
and lttered with the bodies of dead
and wounded; It sllenced a confusion
Indescribable. Upon that Insane turmoll
the light fell with the effect of a thun-
derbolt from a clear sky.

Screaming shrilly in thelr panie, the
Chineee scattered and fell away, leav-
Ing O'Rourke beside Couch, Wheeler
being down and burfed beneath three
Chinese corpses. And Instantaneously
something grated harshly agalnst the
satarboard side of the junk, and a man,
his figure stark black against the cold
white glare, leaped upon the rall and
tumbled Inboard. Others to the num-
ber of a dozen followed him, swarm-
ing over the decks. Couch reeled to-
wards them, babbling orders and in-
atructions. .

The second launch had arrived,

Slck and faint, O'Rourke slouched
back sgninst the rall, watching with
lack-luster eyves the end of the chap-
ter, It was slmple to the point of
seeming farcical In comparison with
that which preceded It. The dazed and
now outnumbered Chinese offered no
further reslstance. Disarmed aud put
under guard, they disappeared from
his consclousness, while he watched
the men from ihe second Ilaunch,
spurred by Couch, scatter In search of
the abducted women

Loss of blood was beginuing to tell

Ny day they roda throngh jungle;
wood and rolling uplands, or less easl
Iy through the fastnesses of the hills,
eide by glde, thought MNnked to
thought, their hearts atpjuved, By
night thelr camps wero pitched in a
new-found world of beauty, wonderful
in Its shadowy mystery,

It was so ordered that they cama,
toward sundown of a certain day, to
the foot of a hill erowned with a great
pagoda of many multiplied roofs fring-

od with a myriad sllver bells that
tinkled ceaselossly in the evening
alra.

Here they diemounted and together
mude the ascent of an age-old wooden
stalrway, broad and easy, and throng-
ed from the first rise to the last with
weary pilgrims, beggars, lepers, lnugh-
ing children, mendicant holy men, The
sun was low upon the horlzon when,
having bribed thelr way along that
gauntlet, O'Rourke and his bride (she
could never be aught less to him) at-
talned to the topmost platform and,
having recelved permisslon, with meet
show of reverence entered the temple.

It wns very dark Inslde and for a
time they moved blindly in and out;
but at length they eame to n massive
doorway looking toward the West, and
here they paused, hand in hand, look-
ing up to the placid face of a huge
Buddha, who squatting cross-legged
upon a pedestal, looked through the
Incense-scented gloom ceaselessly for
wird to Nlirvana.

The figure, earven originally from
stone, had been so beavily plastered
with gold-leaves by the devout, that
now it had all the semblance of belng
gold to Its core:; and, lavishly deco:
rated with necklaces and bracelets of

rare jewels set In erusted gold, In the
evening glow it shone like some great
lamp of holiness, Only its face was
in shixlow,

Slowly the lght struck higher “be-
neath the eaves of the pagodn, and |
slowly It erept up and yet up. until its
last blood-red shaft revealed the Bud-
dha's forehend and what was set
therein, a monstroug ruby

The woman gasped [(aintly and
clung tightly to her husband's arm.
Heo held her close, watching the great
stone flame and throb and pulse, like
a pool of lving fMame swimming In
darkness.

And then the light of the world
went out. |

Penslvely In the dusk they descend-
ed the temple stalrease. At the foot,
before they remounted their horses,
the woman eame to the man and put
her hands upon his shoulders,

“Terence,"” she sald, T think I am
very weary, Take me home."

He zathered her into his arms

“l think," she sald, "it frightened
me—made me fearful of this country
—the Pool of Flame, up there.”

“Ye've seen the last of 1t,” he sald
tenderly, “and so have I. 'Tls done
wih, Hke the days of me adventur-
Ings. 1 have no thought but you, dear
beart. Let ue go home.”

THE END,

USE FOR OLD BLUEPRINTS

Bleached by a Simple Process, They
Fumish Sketch Paper of a
Fair Grade.

In the englneering department of
every mine office, blueprints will acen-
mulate until the quantity has reached
amazing proportions, Some compa-
nies keep a record and file of all prints
made and at periodieal times destroy
the old ones. In addition to this, says
the Engineering and Mining Journal
at the time of printing, there is sure
to be a certain waste due to poor ex
posures, blotehy paper, ete. A method
for turning this waste into a useful
article ls presented by BE. B. Blrken-
bend, In the American Machinist.

These old or useless prints may be
bleached by {mmersing them In a soda
bath containing four ounces of soda
to one gallon of water. If It Is deslred
to bleach culy a pertion of the print,
thls may be done by painting that part
with this solutlon. By washing the
prints In fresh water, after bleaching,
any discoloration is prevented. The
blank paper thus obtained furnishes
a falr grade of sketch paper, and
there are numerons other used to
which it could also be put.

Pure Food Law Labels Old.

Pure food law labels were In ex-
Istence In 900 B. C, according to a
discovery made by Prof. Geurge A.
Relsner, of Harvard, Inscriptiong ex- |

he was hurt. He heard as from a great |
distance thin, fnint crlies of men shout- |
ing in trinmph; saw Couch, a pygmy
ghape, holding In his arms a doll who
wore the face of Miss Pynsent. Then
of a sudden he was consclous of n !l
woman hastening toward him, a fan-
tastle and Incongruous flgure in a din
ngr-gown, her skirta tralling in the
sllme of the shambles, her arms out
beld to him; and koew her for his
wife.

He cssayed to speak, but could not
He felt her arws close about him. In
the face of the wearchlight's penetrat
ing and undagviating glare, night
closed down upon him.

CHAPTER XXXV.

In after duys, when be wus alto-
gether well nnd whole, they journeyi
forth, these two, the man apd bl
wife, from Rungoon northward, The
railway carrigd them some distance:
lnter they struck olff with thelr train
into the primitive wildernesa beyond
the uwitimate British outposts on the
Chindwine, wain tributary to the Ir
rawnddy.

The lund was peaceful, hospltable,
and very, very loversy In its wilder.

the pear-by vessel that had turved its

ness. Thelr happiness was ecstasy.

upon him; his strength seemed alto- | ©@vated In the anclent city of Sa- |
gether gone; hls wits buzzed In his | marin, in Palestine, are Inbels which
hend ke a swarm of Enats ”(‘I\-\'l‘t‘l? employed as seals on ]"rs of
grasped his support convulsively, be | Wine and oll. They mention the
ginning to appreciate how seriously | Years in which the wine was Ilaid

down in the cellar of the pialace store-
honse and they state the vineyvard
from which the wine came These
labels, about 75 In number, have been
dug up on the rulna of the storehonse
attached to the palace of King Ahab
some 3.000 years ago and the pames
of the owners a8 glven Indicate that
not only the King himself but other
men stored thelr wines and olls there,

From the Ash Tray.

Even the ash of bhubby's clgar eanp
be utilized. In what way! Why, aa
n polisher for gold watches, bracelets
and rings, let alone chaing and & wul
titude of other trinkets. This comea
from a prominent jeweler, so It must
be npearly correct. He even goes to
the exteut of earrying with him a
small case in which he preserves all
the astes [from the cigars which he
smokes. He says that the graln Is so
fine that It leaves no tmark that Is |
discernible to the naked eye.

Didn't Get Across,

First Omaha Man (Iln  surprise)—
What! Back aiready? Why, |
thought you were going 1o gee Europe?

Second Omaba Man (cheerfuliy)— |
So did 1, but It seems thet New York J
saw ma firat.—Puck

YOUNG WIFE
SAVED FROM
HOSPITAL

Tells How Sick She Was And
What Saved Her From
An Operation,

Upper Sandusky, Ohio.— *' Three years
ago 1 was married and went to house-
wem keeping, I was not

il feeling well and
could hardly drag
myself along. 1had
guch tired feelings,
my back ached, my
sides acked, I had
1 bladder trouble aw-
fully bad, and I could
noteatorsleep. [ had
v | headaches, too, and
il | became almost a ner«
bl vous wreck., My doe-
tor told me to go to m hospital. 1 did
not like that idea very well, so, when I
saw your advertisement in a paper, I
wrote to you for advice, and have done ns
you told me, [ have taken Lydian E.
Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound and
Liver Pills, and now I have my heslth,

‘*If sick and siling women would only
know enough to take your medicine, they
would get relief. '’ — Mrs. BEng. H. STANS.
BERY, Houte 6, Box 18, Upper Sandusky,
Chio.

If you have mysterious pains, irregu-

| larity, backache, extreme nervousnesy

inflammation, ulceration or displace-
ment, don’t wait too long, but try Lydia
E. Pinkham'a Vegetable Compound now.

For thirty years Lydia E. Pinkham’'s
Vegetable Compound, made from roots
and herbs, has been the standard remedy
for female ills, and such unquestionable
testimony as the above proves the value
of this famous remedy and should give
every one confidence,
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WOMAN WORKS OUT PROBLEM

Mrs. Sarah Erickson Declares the Hen
Lays an Egg at the Same Hour
She Was Born.

What time o° day
s o hen lay?
That question has puzzled poultry

fanclers for unnumbered decades, hgt
now, It seems, it has been satisfactor-
fly solved by a woman. She Is Mrs.
S8arah Erickson of Faleoner, N. Y.
Having kept echickens for a7 years,
ehe belleves she quaN®as &8s an expert
In this line of effort,

“l have worked out the problem,”
she declares. “By using marked leg:
bands, trap nesta and alarm clocka at
taclied to the nests I have determined

| that a hen Iays an egg at the same

hour, minute and second that she was
born, or, rather, hatched. For Iin-
stance, {f the hen happened to be able
to peck its way through its shell at
7:42 a. m., she will lay an egg at pre-
clsely 7:43 a. m. And she will do this
without variation every time she I8 in-
clined to lay. I have kept close, sys-
tematic watch on my hens for five
years, and I have never known the
rule to fall.”

A Hint.
Miss Voeolo—I'm never happy un-
less I'm breaking into song.
Dright Young Man—Why don't you
get the key and you won't have to
break In?

What a lovely old world this is for
a girl the first time she Is In love
—and what a sadness It is when she
falls out again!

The Status,
“l see this prospect of a strapless
street car ls still hanging on.”

“So are the passengers.”
RIGHT HOME
Doctor Recommends Postum from Per
sonal Test,

No one is better able to realize the
injurlous action of caffelne—the drug
In coffee—on the heart, than the doc-
tor. Tea is just as harmful as coffes
because It, too, contains the drug caf-
feine,

When the doctor himself has been
relleved by slmply leaving off coffes
and nsing Postum, he can refer with
full conviction to his own case.

A Mo, physiclan preseribes Postum
for many of his patients because he
was benefited by it. He says:

“I wish to add my testimony In re
gnrd to that excellent preparation—
Postum. I have had functional or
nervous heart trouble for over 18
years, and a part of the time was un-
abla to attend to my business.

“l was a moderate user of coffes and
dld not think drinking it hurt me. But
on stoppilng It and ueing Postum in-
itend, my heart has got all right, and
I pacribe It to the change from coffes
to Postum,

“l am preseriblng It now in cases of
elckness, especlally when coffes does
not agree, or affects the heart, nerves
or stomach,

“When made right It has a much bot.
ter flavor than coffee, and |s o vital
pusatalner of the system. I ghall con-

| tinue to recommend it to our people,

und 1 have my own case to refor to.”
Namo glven by Postum Co., Nattle
Creek, Mich. Read the little book,

“The Roand to Wellville,” in pkgs.
"There's a renson.”

liver vrend the above letter? A new
one appears from thme 10 tline, They

nre genulne. true, nud foll of humas
Imterest. Adw,
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