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| BYNOPSIS.

The story opoens at Monte Carlo with
‘ol. Terence O'Rourke, a llitary free
ance and something of a gambler, In hin
otel, Lonulng on the baltony lie sees A
autitul girl who suddenly enters the
lovintor and passon from slght Al the
aming table O'Hourke notlces two men
ﬁlll-'lﬂhﬁ hm. One 1x the Hon. Bertie
Iynn, while his oompanion s Viscount
o Probesr, o ducling The viecount tolls
im the Prench govesniment has directsd
im to O'Hourke nas & man who would
undertalo & mecret migalon. At his npart-
mont, ' Hourke, who had agreed to un-
dertnke the misslon, finds & mysterious
Yetter, The viscount arrives, hands &
sonled package ta O'Rourke, who iy not
1o open It untll on the ocean, A palr of
Aainty «ll e Are Seon prmrumnr from
under a mewuy curtain, Tha Irishman
nds the awner of the mystarlous feet to
ns hie wife, Beatrlx, from whom he had
run awny a roviousn. Thay

enr are

reconciled, and opening the letter he finds | of  iron work and lay still, balf
&‘t‘m‘ 'l:'adu?on h;w alﬂ;: ;-g;rﬂn.‘;'lf' stunned, shutting hils teeth savagely
! u A for n Jjewe n L
ool of Flame and left to him by a dy- | Upon a4 moan.
ng friend, but now ln| kml'mnu;_rf;{“”t::: Hole and the first mate stood over
::;:-m: t‘;\rl‘r?r:ll:{:ttunl::l: :“Ju:s'r. The wite | him, and the captaln’s syolee, guerded

ds O'Ttourke farewell and he promises
o soon return with the reward. He dis-
overs both Glynn and the viscount on
ahip. As he finds Chambret
hore s an attack by handits and his
riend dles telling O'Rourke that he has
AL the Fool of Iglmnn with the governor
neral, who nt sight of n signet ring
ven the colonel will dellver over the
Arrlving nt Algeria the Irlehman
nis the governor genernl away, Do
robod maken a mystorlous appointment,
nd tells O'Rourke that he has gained
pesdilon of the fewol by steallng It
Auel O'Rourke masters the visecount,
eouren posscssion of the Pool of Flame
lml starix by ship for Rangoon

| CHAPTER Xill.—(Continued.)
| He mopped his brow, simply (as be-
tted one of his apparent statior in
life) with the back of a hand, and
stood erect, exulting In the scent, the
Indescribable, lmpaipable, Insistent
odor of the East that is forgotten of
pone who had ever known it, The hot
wind drove it gustily In hls face, and
be auiffed and drew great lungfuls
pnd was glad.
| *'"Tis good!™ he sald simply. And,
bit later, while on the short-line the
razen arca were begilnning to pop out
llently: ‘“There's the customs boat.
‘m thinking T'll slip below."”
| No lamps had yet been lighted be-
ow, but O'Rourke knew the way to
is room. He entered and shut the
foor. The afterglow of the sunset,
putering through the porthole, ren-
hared the little coop llght enough for
{s purpose, Dropping to hls knees,
Ehn Irishman pulled his kit-box from
eneath the bunk.

The lld came up [Ireely aa he
touched It. For a full minute he did
ot breathe. Then, In omlnous sl
[nnne. ho bent and examined the lock.
t becameo Immediately evident that
bis memory had not tricked him; the
brunk waa locked, as he had left It
that morning. But the clasp had
ylelded to a cold chisel.

It was hardly worth the trouble,
sl O'Rourke rummaged through the
contents of the box, assuring himself
that the chamols bag was gone. 8o
far ns he could determine then, noth-
Ing else had been taken,

He ghut down the lid and sat down
o think it out, eyes hard, face grimly
pxpressionless, only an Intermittent

ervous clenching and opening of his
de betraying his gathering rage

d excitement, At length he arose,
etermination in his port.

One phrase alone escaped him:
And not & gun to me name!"

He went on deck., Already the trop-

night had closed down upon the

bor, but It was ensy enough to lo-
te the capiain and first officer, atiil
alting at the gangway. From over-
:l.de arose the splutter of a launch—a
ucous sound, yet ono thiat barely rip-
pled the surface of O'Rourke's con:
polourness, He stepped quickly to
khe captain's side and touched him
ently on the arm,
r"(!apllln." he snid quickly, “I'll be
fsking the favor of & word with ye In
privite.”

Hole caught the gleam of the Irish-
man's eye in the lamplight and—
stepped back a pace,

“Gel forrard,” he sald ourtly, “Carn't
pou sec the customs officer coming'
Pbonrd? I'll gee you later”

“Yo will not. Ye'll hear me now,
captalp—"

" Hole backed further uway. “Wot!"
be barked hoarsely, raising his volee,
"Wot! I'll show you ‘oo's master
aboard this ship. Get forrard to your
quarters! 8'helpmegawd!™ he " ox-
ed violently. “'Oo ever heard the
ﬁl::ol (% o
{ O'Rourke stepped nearer, his flsts
plosing. “Drop that tone, ye soud!™
he cried.
little game?”
" The shet went home,
ped. und In the darkness O'Rourke
cled he lost & shade or two of his

ru“: color,
{ “Wotcher mean?” he demanded, low-
ng his 1one,
¢ "1 mesn,” replled O'Rourke
gk whisper, “that the Egyptian cus-
is at the side. Return
hat ye've stolen from me this day,

I'l tell the whole harbor what
@'ve bean up to!

“D'ye want me Lo spoll your

And, It ye wntl
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me to be more explicit, perhaps the
word ‘hashish® will refresh your mem-
ory!”

“I'l talk to you later—*

“Yo'll glve me back me property this
minute or—"

O'Hourke was al the rall In a stride
“Shall 1 toll KIm?™ he demanded,

A swilt step sounded beside him,
He turned an Instant too late, who had
rechoned without Dennlson As he
movaed to protect himself the first of-
flcer's flst caught the Irlshman just
nnder the ear. And one hundred and
seventy-five pounds of man and mallce
were behind It. O'Rourke shot Intlo
the scuppers as though kicked by &
mule, struck his head agalost a plece

but clear enough, came to his ear:
“You'll lle there, me man, and not
#0 much na a whimper till I give you
lenve. Take 'eed wot | says. Mr.
Dennison ‘ere 1s goin’ to clean 'is re-
volver."

O'Rourke Ilay silent, save for his
quick breathing. The first oflicer,
grinning malevolently, sat down near
at hand, keeplong a basilisk eye upon
the prostrate man while he fondled an
able-bodled, hammerleas Webley

Hole moved off towards the gang:
way, whenca his volee arose, an In-
stant Ilater, greeting his visltor. The
latter put a hurried question, which
O'Rourke did not eatch, but the cap-
taln's reply wns qulck enough:
“Only a mutinous dorg of a deck-
‘and. Wanted ghore leave and refused
to go forrard when ordered. 'E ain't
‘urted none. Mr. Dennison ‘ere just
gyve 'Im n tap to keep him quiet.”
The Irishman swore beneath his
breath and watched the firat officer.
The light from the lantern at the
gangway glanced dully upon the pol-
Ished barrel of the revolver, and the
gleaming llna was steadlly dlirected
towards O'Rourke's hend. Upon re-
conslderation he concluded to He still,
to walt and watch his opportunity;
r the present, at least, he was 1n-
digposed to question Dennigon's wil-

and, oluding the rigor of Egyptian
customs, as well as the vigliance of
Egyptian sples, finds its way to the
felliheen—among other avid consum-
ors; spenking baldly, s smuggled Into
the land. Customs Inspections, fur
thermore, are as severo as might be
expected by anyone acqualnted with
the country and Its Iinhabltants—as
wns O'Rourke.

He felt, then, no sort of surprise at
the brevity of the officlal visltation.

The Inspeotor, accompanied by an
excesslvely urbane and suave Captain
Iole, consclously but briefly
glanced Into the hold, asked a few
questions which would have Dbeen
pertinent had they not been entirely
perfunctory, amil took his leave.

From the gangway !h& captain
turned back directly *y his firat offi-

cor and the lattei's charge. Hearing
his approaching footsteps, O'Rourke
gnthered blmsoll together and sum-

moned all his faculties to his ald,

“Tronblesome?” demanded Hole,
pausing.
“Not a syllable,” sald the mate,

“Th' mon's sensible. 1 ha'e me doubts
but he's too canny altegither.
“Penceful as a byby, eh?
savagely, " ‘ell learn wot for.

you Irieh—"

O'Nourke !ny passive under the
atorm of Hole's profanity. He had
all but eloged his eyes, and was watch.
ing the palr from beneath his lashes.

Falling to elleit nany response,
“rAsn't ‘e moved?' demanded the cap-
tain.

“Not a1 museclp—"

“Shammin'! ‘Ere, I'll show 'Im."”

Well,”
Get up,

heavy boot erashed into his riba,
“Th' mon’s nae shamming,” Denni-

son declared. “He's falr falnted.”

“Faluted hell!” countered the cap-

opinlon, the first officer was by no
means ready to put up his revolver,
He advanced and bent over the

lingness to use the weapon., O'Rourke

Irlehman, who lay motionless, his up-

The First Fist

wns to be kept gulet at all bazards,
and he knew it full well; for once he
conoeded discretion the better part of
valor, and was patient,

CHAPTER XIV.

Officer's

The captaln =

In the face of the fact that the lm-
portation of hashish Into Egypt has
been declared [(llegal by Khedival leg:
islation, the drug ls always to be ob-
talned In the lower dives of Alexan-
dria, Calro aud Port Sald—If one only
knows where to go and how to ask
for it Manufactured In  certain
Islands of the Greclan Archipelago, it
Ia mysteriously exported under the
yery noses of complalsant suthorities
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Caught O'Rourke Just Under the Ear.

per lip rolled back to show his
clenched teeth. “IHeugh!" exclalmed
the first oMcer, peering into his face,
his tone expressive of the livellest
copcern. Without further hesitation
he dropped the revolver Into his pocket
and—recelved a tremendous short-arm
blow In the face.

With a stifled ery he fell back,
clutching at a broken nose, and
sprawled at length; while O'Rourke,
leaping to his feet, deliberately put
n heel into the pit of Dennlson's stom-
ach, thereby eflectually eliminating
him as a factor in the further contro-
versy. Simultaneously he advanced
upon Captain Hole.

'O'Rourke gritted his teeth and sup- |
pressed a groan as the toe of Hnlt.--'n|

taln. “Glve 'Is arm a twist, Dennl | gleams of light—the rays of a near-by
son,"” | lantern running down knife-blades—

The mate calmly dlsobeyed. Thellm conceded the moment Imminent
arm-twist desired by the captain re- | when he must sever his conneetion
quires the use of the twister's two | with the Pellcan. Moreover he had a
hands, and stoutly as he defended his | shrewd suspiclon that Hole was up

stralght line of his flight into a long
. Was \

Put In the lstter be encountered no

P

mean antagonist., The man—It has

been sald—wns ag tall as and heavier
than the adventurer, and by virtue of
bis positlon a competent ‘and experl-
enced rough-and-ready fighter. In a
breath he had lowered his head and,
bellowing like a bull, launched him-
sell toward O'Rourke

The Irishman met the onslaught
with a stloglng uppercut; which, nev-
ertheless, falled to dlscourage the
enptain, who grappled and began to
belabor O'Rourke with short, stabbing
Llows on the slde of the head, at the
same time endeavoring to trip him.
The fury of his onset all but carried
the Irishman off his feet. At the same
time It defeated Hole's own purpose.
O'Rourke watched his chance, seized
the man’s throat with both hands and,
tightening his grip, fairly lifted him
off his feet and shook him as a ter
rler shakes a rat. Then, with a grunt

from him and turned to face greater
odds.

The nolse of the conflict had brought
| the crew down upon the contestants.
Surrounded, he was rushed to the rail,
With that to his back he drew on his
reserve of strength and, pelsing him-
self, began to give his assallants per-
|=.nrml and Individual attention. They

pushed him close, snarling and curs
'Ing, hindering one another in thelr
|-.‘|l.'¢3i'nll!l:i. and suffering variously for

thelr temerity. O'Rourke fought with
tralned precislon; his blows, lightuing
| quick, were direct from the shoulder
| and very finely placed; and so stralght

did he sirike that almodst from the
| irst his knuckles were torn and
bleding from thelr impact upon flesh
and bone.

Might ns fiercely as he might, how-
| ever, the pack was too heavy for him;
| and when presently he discerned, not
{in one but in half a dozen hands,

and only waiting for an opening to use
his revolver

Leaping to the rall, he poi=ed an
Instant, then dived far out from the

of satlsfaction, he threw the captaln |

vessel's slde, down Into the Styglan
blackness of the harbor water: a good |
clean dive, eutting the water with |
hardly a splash, he went down like an |

arrow, gradually swerving from the

are—so long, Indeed, that he
well-nigh breathless when he come to
the surfnce, a dozen vards or more
from the PPelican |
Spitting out the foul harbor water,
and with a ewlft glance over his shoul-
der that showed him 1he Pellean’s
dark freeboard Hke a well, and a
¢luster of dark shapes hanging over
the rall at the top vaguely revealed
by lantern light, he struck out for the
nearast vessel, employing the double
averhand stroke, nolsy but speedy,
That he heard no cry when he came
to the surface, that Hole had not de
tected him by the phosphorescence,
and that he had held his hand from
firlng, at first puzzied O'Rourke: but
he reascned that Hole probably feared
to ralee an alarm and thereby attract
much undesirable attention to himself
and his ship. In the course of the first
few strokes, however, he managed to
pecp agiin over his shoulder, and from
the actlyvity on the Pellcan's decks
concluded that he was to be pursued
by boal; which, in fact, proved to be
the case.

Fortunately the Peliean rode at an-
chor In waters studded thick with
other vessels, affording plenty, of hid-
ing places on a night as black as that
The adventurer made direct for the
first vessel, swam completely around
it, and by the tlme the Pellcan's boat
wns afloat and Its rowers bending to
the ocars, he was eupporting himself by
a hand upon the unknown ship's cable,
flonting on his back with only his face
out of water.

] Under these conditions, it was
small wonder that the boat missed him
so completely.

At length rested, the Irishman re-
leased his hold and strueck out for
land at an easy pace.

Evenlually he galned the end of a
guay, upon which he drew himself for
a Ilast est and to let his dripping gar-
ments draln a bit ere venturing abroad
in the streets.

Not untll then, strangely enough,
did Il come to him with its full force,
how he had been tricked and played
upon from the very beginning. And he
swore bitterly when he contemplated
his present position of a penniless
outeast In a elty almost wholly strange
to him, without friends (save indeed,
Danny-—wherever he might be), with-
out & place to lay his head, lacking
even a change of clothlng. His kit-
box was ahoard the Pelican and likely
to remaln there, for all he could do

to apply to the authorities or to at-
tempt to lodge a complaint agalnst
Captain Hole would more likely than
not result in incarceration on a charge
of vagrancy more real than technieal,

And—the Pool of Flame! Ha
fumed with Impotent rage when he
saw how blindly he had stumbled Into
Hole's trap, how neatly bhe had per-
mitted himself to be raped of the jew-
el, For in the light of lnte events he
could mnot doubt but that Hole had
gought him out armed with the knowl-
edge that O'Rourlte was In possession
of the priceless jewel—more than
probably advised and employed by Des
Trebes; assuming that he had failed
to Infllet a mortal wound upon that
adventurer,

“Aw, the divvle, the divvle!" com-
plained O'Rourke. *“Sure, and "tls a
pretty mess I've made of it all, now!”

Saylng which he rose and clambered
to the top of the quay—with the more
haste than good will In view of the
fact that the splashing of oars, the
dimly outlined shape of a boat head-
Ing directly for his refuge. had sud-
denly become vislble., Of course, it
might mnot ba the Palican: but
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TEXT

Boware of falas prophets, which
come to you In sheop's clothing, but In-
wardly they are ravening wolves.—Matt
T:15.

The study of comparative religlons
Is becoming more and more popular
It {8 an excellent

thing for Chrls-
tian people to
welgh the relig

fons of the world
and for the non-
Christlans to real-
ize the power of
Christianity. One
of the gsystems
that Is being stud.
led 1s Mohamme-
danism, and It I8
held by some to be
a stepping stone
to Christianity

In examining
the various sys-
tems of religlon,
be exercised In
pointe of contact
make them points

grent
searching for the
lags wa strive to
for the amalgamation of Christlanity

care must

with the non<Christian system. Mo-
hammed is consldered the last of the
great prophets who Inaugurated these
great religlous systems. He was born
in Mecca about 500 years after Christ.
At the age of twenty-five he married
a wealthy widow for whom he had car-
ried on business, by caravan, between
Mecea and Damascus. Later he be-
gan to have religious aspirations and
on various occaslons while in seclu-

O'Rourke was too thoroughly 1m-
presged with the conviction that the |
laws of colncldence were working
against him, just then at any rate, to |
be willing to run unnecessary risks. |

Chance, too, would have 1t that |
there should be an are-light ahiuxc;
precisely at the foot of the pler, be
neath which stoed, clearly defined (n
the white glare, yhe figure of a hulk-
ing black natlve representative of the |
municipal police, whom O'Rourke must |
pags ere he could gain solid earth,

For this reason he dared not betray |
evidences of haste; his appearance |
was striking enough in all conscience, |
without any additional touches. 8o he
thrust his hands Into his pockets and
sauntered with a wellassumed but
perhaps not wholly convincing alr of
nonchalance toward the oflicer.

The latter remalned all unsugpicious |
until—and then the mischief of it was |
that O'Rourke wasa still a full five
yvards the wrong slde of the man— |
Hole himself leaped from the buut]
upon the end of the quay nnd sent a |
vell echoing after the fugitive.

“Hey!" he roared. *“Stop 'm! De
serter! Thief! Stop thief!™ ..l

The black wae faclng O'Rourke in |
an instant, but simultaneously H*.:.-i
Irishman was upon him and had p-.:t.l
an elbow smartly into his“midreift in |
passing, all but toppling the man back- |
wards into the harbor. '

It had been well for him had he suc- |
ceeded. As it was the fellow saved |
himself by a balr's breadth and the |
next minute was after O'Rourke, yell-
ing madly
The Irishman showed a flect palr of
heels, be sure; but, undoubtedly, the
devil himself was in the luck that |
night! Who shall describe in what
manner a rabble springs out of the
very cobbles of Alexandria’s streets?
Men, women, naked children and yap-
ping parinh doga, fellaheen, Arabg, Be-
dowins from the desert, Nublans,
Greeks, Levantines—the fugitive had
not covered two-score yards ere a mob
of such composltlon was snapplng at
his calves.

Turning and twisting, dodging and
doubling, smiting this gratuitous en-
emy full In the face, treating the next
us he had the limb of the law (and
leaving both howllng), he selzed the
first opening and swung Into a narrow
back-way! lending inland from the wa-
terfront.

(TO BE CONTINUED,)

Care of the Eyes.

If a woman has the slightest dif
culty with her sight, she should lose
no time in consulting an oculist. Noth |
ing will bring undesirable crows' feel
more quickly than straloipg the eyes,
and local trentment to prevent Lhe
llnes will be inefficacious {f the seat
of the trouble is not attanded to. It 18
far better to weiar glasses when sew-
mg and writing than to let the whole
tace have a drawn and aged look

0Of course, massaging anbout the cor
pers of the eyes will make a trewen-
dous lmprovement In & woman's ap-
pearance, but the work will be with
out results unless she does it regularly
every night. Alsp, If she 18 trying to
gmooth away crows’ feet, she must re
member that stroking is not to be
done so severely n§ to loosen the skin,
which would cause Dbagginess, but
merely that friction is to stimulate eir
culation, nourighing the skin tssues.

Foolish Question.

“Are you going to permit your son
to play football when he goes to col
lege?”

“No. I'm golug to keep him from it
In the same way that 1 have kept him
from smoking cigarettes.”

“Oh, bave you kept him from dolng
that ™

“Certainly—when he knows I'm

to the coutrary; in his present state, | looking"

| Africa.

| daism.

slon in a cave experienced strange
ballucinations that he attributed to
the Influence of angels. He cousid-
ered himself constituted a prophet by
Gabriel and took up the work of re-
formation. He became bitter aghinst
Idolatry and opposed some of the in-
consistencies of his time. However,
a8 years went on, he became grasping,
which caused him to break his own
laws and do inconsistent things, To
justifly himself in this, he claimed he
had yecelved revelations granting him
speclal permission to do them. He
soon took up the sword and became a
leader of a band of brigands. After
his death, Abu Bekr took up the work
and began the conquest of Palestine
and Syrla. It was carried on by his
successors until Asia Minor and North
Africa, were conquered. They then
attempied to get Into Europe through
Constantinople on the east and Gaul
on the west. They were driven back,
which delivered Europe from the yvoke
of Mohammedanism, The conquest
then went to the east toward India,
and southward into the Sudan In

Mohammedanism s a mixture of
Paganism and Judalsm. It is strong-
Iy Monetheistic; teaches absolute pre-
destination and that only Moslems are
aaved. Tts spirit i8 “rule or ruin;"
peaceably if there Is no opposition, but
with the iron heel, if necessary, Mo-
hammed got his idea of God from Ju-
He took only the attribute of
justice and made a god of law to
whom he gave absolute soverelgnty,
but atitributed to him little interest in
the weal or woe of the human race,
Since he considered Cod to be but one
pergon, he became very hitter against
Christlanity on the ground that he con-
sidered It polytbeistic because of the
three pergons in the Godhead. In or-
der to account for Christ, the Moham-
medans teach that just before Christ
was crucified, the angel Gabriel ar-
ranged for some one else, who looked
like Christ, to be erucified in his place.
Mohammed in order to secure for him-
self divine authority asserted that he
was the paraclete whom Jesus had
promised. He considered Jesus a
mere prophet and inferior to himself.
He himself being the last of the
prophets of Ged, The Mohammedan
view of creation is very much similar
to that found in the Bible. However,
the creation of man differed in that 1t
Is sald that God took a lump of eclay
and broke it into two pleces, ereating
mankind from them both. Of the one
he sald, “These to heaven and I care
not.” and of those made from the oth-
er lump he sald, “These to hell and I
care not.” ’

8in to the Mohammedan s far A4If-
ferent from sin to the Christian, In
the first place, sln has nothing to do
with our nature, for man Inherited
none of the sinful nature of Adam.
Becond, sins of Ignorance are not
counted as wrong doing. Third, only
the wilful violation of known law (s
considered gin. Thelr bellef in predes-
tinatlon and fatalism makes thelr fu-
ture fixed so that salvation through
atonement Is not necessary, Nelther
bave they any provision from the pres-
ent power of sin. To matech this
strange teaching regarding sin, the
Mohammedang have planned a heaven
full of sensnal indulgences where they
expect to rest upon gold couches, be
attended by celestial belngs and be
always enting and drinking.

The treatment accorded Mohamme-
dan women Is almost a8 severe as can
be found under brutal paganism. A
man may cause hls wife to leave him
by saylng, "Thou art divorced." Her
duty to him is Implieit ohedience and
reverential sllence in his presence. A
Meobammedan woman's hope of heaven
18 to have a husband and thus to get
in to be his attendant.




