d

Glve the chickens grit.

Lime your corn ground.

Whitewash the hen house.

weep sheep out of draughts,

—

A few oats make a good pouliry
food.

When you feed grit, have it good
and sharp.

It 18 not good for cows to lle on the
bare, cold ground.

The fresher the egge the better they
will ba for hatching,

The silo lends itself admirably to
efforts at Intensive farming.

Keep the young calves growing.
Give them a little grain every day.

Extra banking around the base out-
side will make the hen house warmer,

Plenty of hay, oats and fresh alr
relleves the horse of that skinny feel-
ing,

Reject all damaged feed. It will
pay you in good milk and excellent
butter.

Ground limestone will prove to bhe
beneficial to an alfalfa fleld if the soll
Ia sour.

The gospel of clean milk is not a
strainer gospel, but a gospel of pre-
vention.

Currants and gooseberries need
very little, If any, protection through
the winter.

It is important, before trying to
prune, to know where and how the
fruit is borne.

The White Leghorn Is the breed
kept on 90 per cent of the egg farms
of Llie country,

It is not a good plan to dehorn a
cow while in milk flow. Better walit
until she is dr}:.

The warmer the milk the qulcker
the bacteria multiply, and the quicker
the milk wili®sour.

Cows should have all the roughage
they will c¢lean up well in addition to
their silage allowance.

Fall pigs often do not eat enough in
the winter-time unless special palns
are taken to make the feed palatable.

A broad pateh of sunlight on the ln-
side of the house costs little but pays
big. Not too late yet to put In some
glass,

It s impossible to milk a cow that
has a cake of manure on her thigh
without getting some of the filth into
the milk pail.

The quality of butter produced by
a dalryman depends very largely upon
the treatment of the cream previous
to churning.

Filthy conditlons in th> cow stable
and In the milk house are perhaps the
most common sources of bad flavors
in milk or eream.

Corn silage may be fed out of
doors, ifn bunks, In the stall, or, in
fact, any place where animals can eat
it without waste,

Crain in the litter in the morning,
mashes at noon, and another heavy
grain feed at night make a good feed
program on a cold day.

A pure-bred animal I8 the finest pos-
slble machine for making beef or
pork or milk, but llke other machines,
it needs both fuel and care.

Remember, the cream has to be at
least 2 degrees warmer on cold du_ys
it the butter is to come promptly, Get
it at about 62 and you will have it
right.

It 18 a good plan to get all sorghum
hay and fodder fed up soon, especially
if they are out of doors, Freezing and
thawing when wet injures this kind of
feed badly.

The colt's system requires a con-
siderable amount of bone and muscle-
buflding material, and this can only
be had by feeding nitrogenous feads,
such as oats, a little bran, ofl meal,
and, If obtainable, some clover hay.

A warm-day ration will not satisfy
the hunger and appetite of & hen on
cold days. She needs some food to
counterbalance the Inroads of the in
tense cold on her gystem, besldes the
usual allowance thst should go to the

making of eggs.

Milk rapidly.

Cowpens are profitable,

The work horse needs care.

Use fresh eggs in the incubator,

Weeds delay (he curlng of grain and
hay.

Fowls will eat quantitles of sand
and gravel.

Sweet ensllage I= sald to be n safe
food for work horees.

Plenty of exercise for the ewes In
the winter time is imperative,

Finely broken charcoal occasional-
ly, makes an excellent conditioner.

About an ounce of food a day s
needed for every pound of hen welght.

In fitting horges for hard work in-
crease the grain ration but not the
hay.

At present prices of corn and hogs,
hog feeders are just about breaking
even,

Do not have the trees come before
vou are ready to put them into the
ground.

Sheep should not be kept with
horses or swine, for they are liable to
get killed,

Sheep do best on high, rolling
ground: low ground produces foot-rot
and parasites,

Millet will yleld between three and
four tons of hay per acre under favor-
able conditions,

Frift trees are slow-growing plants,
and therefore do not need quick-acting
fertilizers as a rule.

A herd of good dairy cows is the
best insurance against hard times or
a slump in prosperity.

Filthy cows, and in many cases un-
elean milkers alsmo, have their effect
upon the milk produced.

The cow that is to do her best In
the winter must be well fed, well shel-
tered and well cared for.

One of the best forms of Investment [
on the farm is the liberal feeding of
farm animals of all kinds.

The winter feed of the ewe should
contain the essential food nutrients
In their proper proportions.

If a heifer is to make the best dalry
cow, she should freshen when she is |
from two years to 30 months old.

Roughage for calves should firgt be
fed at two or three weeks of age, |
when the calf begins to eat grain, |

A few turnips, cabbage, beets, ete., |
will relieve the monotony of dry feeda !
and help the milk flow Wnnderrul}y.

Iee-cald water checks the milk flow l
and so affects the cow that It Is apt (
to be detrimental to her unborn calf. ]

Cleanliness is an exceedingly Im-‘
portant thing in carrying horses
through the winter in good condition.

Feedlng I8 a most important part of
the pure-bred live stock industry and
one to which not enough attention is
glven.

Silage is strong in earbohydrates,
the prineipal food requirement for all
animale, but mneeds protein to bal
ance it

Corn silage may be fed out-of-doors
In bunks, in the stall, or, In fact, any
place where animals can eat it with-
out waste,

Provide a scratching yard or a
goerateling shed in which wheat or oat
straw {8 strewn at a depth of slx to
elght inches.

Do not let the ewes crowd and push
through tight doors and openings.
Many an ewe has lost her lamb as
the result of a squeeze,

Pure bred animals will almost al-
ways reproduce thelr good qualities,
while the serub will invariably repro-
duce thelr bad qualities,

A little tankage mixed In makes a
better egg food of the mash and this
I8 a good way to furnish the meat por-
tlon of the laying ration.

Good young horses are always in
demand on the market, and can only
be supplied from the farms where
colts receive the proper care and
treatment,

No matter at what price you sell
the poor cows it Is generally safe to
say you get all they are worth and
a little more, particularly If she I8 to
be classed as a dalry animal,

Rotted stable manure for the aspar-
agus and rhobarb beds will make these
crops double thelr yields. If put on
now the raing will wash It into the soll
ready for the plants next spring.

The colony plan of housing and
varding is In general use: portable
colony houses being used where the
range permita. In cold cllmates these
portable houses, which are scattered
over the farm In summer, are drawn
in convenient to the other bulldings
that the fowls may be readily cared
for in winter.

BRINGING TREES

AND SHRUBS

INTO FLOWER DURING WINTER

Purpose of Method Is to Imitate Natural Process in Mid.
Winter at Which Time Fresh Growih Will Have
Speclal Value — Secure Boughs During
Very Severe Weather,

Showing Buds Developed.

To the gardener, the cold months of
the year must always mean a cessa-
tion In the active work of plant <cul-
ture. Any scheme which will enable
the enthusiast to pursue his pastime
during the winter {8 sure of a wel-
come. The new method of bringing
the branches of trees and of shrubs
into flower at this time, Is one which
promises to make a valuable addition
to the resources of the Indoor gar-
dener, Its very simplicity must ap-
peal to everyone, while the decorative
possibilities ol the system cannot fail
to attract all flower admirers.

In order to understand the purpose
of the treatment the conslderation of
a few natural sclence points may not
be out of place. It 18 well known to
botanists that all deciduous trees and
ghrubs bring their next season's
growih to a very advanced stage dur-
ing the fall. Indeed, aull leaves and
flowers are quite ready for the spring
folded up on a very small scale be-
neath the protecting bud cases. Now
the resumption of growth, when it
does take place, is largely due to the
fact that the plant starts to draw wa-
ter from the soil and the fluid rising
to the buds swell out the undeveloped
tissue and the tree comes into follage

Removing Bark.

and blossom. The purpose of tho
present method Is to inltiate as near-
ly as possible this matural process in
mid-winter at which time the fresh
growth will have a speclal value.

Nowadays when flowering trees and
shrubs are so0 common in our gardens
there will be no difficulty in finding
subjects for treatment. Alil the orna-
mental plume, apples, cherries and
currants, 0o mention only four kinds
are perfectly adapted, whilst the wild
gpecies of these fruits which are to
be found in the hedge-rows may be
made equally useful, Bright green
follage is always very acceptable and
branches of Lrees with large buds,
such as chestnuts and sycamores, may
be included In the collection,

The seascn of the year when the
system may be most successfully prac-
ticed is during the months of January
and February. BStrange as It may
seem, the buds always expand more
readlly If they have been subjected to
a week or two of frost, so during a
spell of severe weather 18 a good time
to secure the boughs. It Is, of course,
a matter of Importance to be able to
gelect the boughs of the trees which
are well budded for blossom. Mostly
the flower buds will be fatter than
those producing only follage.

In cutting the branches from the
trees it Is a matter of some lmportance
to make a clean severance, seeing
that torn or ragged fractures prevent
a free development on the part of the
twigs. The most shapely branches
should be sclected and all along it
ghould be borne in mind that the
sprays are to be used In vases for
decorative purposes. In order to en-
able the boughs te absorb water as
freely as possible It Is a good plan to
remove some cf the bark on the lower
portion of the stem. This Is best cut
away with a sharp knife in alternate
glices, as |8 shown In the illustration,
Now secure o number of large bowls
Into which some hot—not scalding—
water has been poured, Tle all the
branches to be treated into bundles
and place the ends of the boughs in
the water, at once removing the
whole thing to a dark cupboard.

This emersion In hot water seems
to have the curlous tonic effect of
stirring the sleeplng buds so that
when brought out into the light thay
will be able to commence Aactive
growth. Of course the method is one

often followed by florists when they
wish to revive drooping flowers.

It I8 just as well to leave the
branches In the dark cupboard for
twenty-four hours, although naturally
the water will have become cold long
hefore this Interval has elapsed, but
this does not matter. It is a question
for the Individual to declde whether
the boughs shall be grown to perfec-
tion In the vases or whether they shall
only be placed in the ornamental re-
ceptacles after they have fully devel
oped. Some people do not find the
leafless branches inartistic and these
are, of course, soon adorned with ex.
punding buds which give a delightful
"apring” feeling to the apartment.

Which ever course ig adopted the
boughs should be placed at once in
pure water which It is necessary
should be kept in a fresh condition.
To thiz end It is not a bad plan to
place a Jlump of charcoal In each vase
or bowl, or change the water every
day., It 18 now desirable that the
branches should be placed in a Tully
light position, If possible in front of a
window where they will get all the
sunshine.

The speed of growth will be entire-
ly dependent upon the warmth of the
room; If the temperature Is high the
buds will commence to ewell very rap-
idly. Soon the expanding flowers and
leaves will be plainly visible and at
this stage dust ig harmful to the young
growth,

If possible, the boughs should be
protected when any sweeping is going
on in the apartment, and in any caso
the ghoots will be benefited if they
are sprinkled occasionally with luke
warm water. It ghould be pointed out
in conclusion, however, that the direc-
tions emphasized in the [foregolng
lines should be followed If the best
results are desired.

WOODEN SHOE
FOR THE PLOW

Plece of Board 30 Inches Long
and 12 Inches Wide Pro-
tects Sharp Edge
From Stones.

When farmers start to plow in the
gpring or fall it {8 usually the custom
to load the plow or plows into the
wagon or on to a stone boat in order
to take them to the fleld.

Many people hitch thelr teams to the
plow and drag them, writes J. G. Beat-
tle in the Wisconsin Agriculturist,
This, however, Is a bad mistake, be
cause the plow odge Is not only spoll-
ed by scratching the occaslonal stones

A Bhoe for the Plow.

that lay along the road, but the wholt
plow i8 jarred as |t swings from one
side to the other.

To save the time of bothering with
a stoneboat, or the exertion of lifting
the plow on to o wagon each time ft
has to be moved, we take a hoard 30
inchés long and 12 Inches wide. This
board Is beveled out In the center so
thut when the plow rests upon the
board lengthwise and is pulled for-
ward, the plowlay grips the board and
holds It there In place. The under
slde of the front edge should be round-
ed off with a draw shave,

Japs Learn Sheep Industry.

During the past two or three years
Jopan has sent some of Itg expert
stock growers to Amerlen to learn
how to ralse sheep and it ls under-
stood that sheep ralsing will be ex-
tenslvely engaged In over there.

Apples From Nova Scotla.
Nova Scotla sends away over 1,000,
000 barrels of apples during the sea:
BON.

FEED LOT CONTRIBUTES MUCH
TOWARDS PROFIT IN CATTLE

There Is No Place on Farms Where Gains Can be Eaten Up

Quicker— Excellont Plan
Is Open to South

(By R. G. WEATHERSTONE )

Carrots should be ralsed In quantl-
ties whenever poussible as they are a
very valuabie addition to the feed In
making it palatable They requlire
light, sandy soil and with little culti-
vation produce large crops

Linserd meal In small quantities
pnce or twice a week keeps horses ia
ine condition. )

Last winter wa saw a bunch of 88&
steers being fed on & farm near
Aurora, Ill. These cattle stood In a
large lot on the side of a Wil ‘n mud
ap to their knees, The barn and all
ita surroundings were as filthy as
gould be imagined, sud we were not
gurprised when the owner, locking
gloomily over hls eattle, remarked: “1
never seemed to hit off steor feeding
lo any greal advantage”

Heavily timbered Iland does not
make good feeding ground for cattle
becaunse the sun ecannot dry out the
ground as quickly as an open lot,

The best feeding shed for cattle is
one that is wind-tight on the north,
east and west and entirely open on
the south,

Of course a paved feed lot fa an
expengive proposaition at the start, but
wa¢ belleve that on a reasonable cost
the profit will more than justify the
gxpense. Even If a man cannot afford
to pave his feed lot he can draln It
with tiling and by the ndditlon of
|gravel, and small, smooth gtones im-
|prove its condition at very small cost,

Oats mnke an ideal feed for the
lamb during the winter, but he needa
about only a pound a day to keep In
fine conditlon. In addition he must
have clover hay or alfalfa or corn fod.
der and turnips and other roots at
(least three times n weeok.

A very handy wheelbarrow for the
feed lot can be made of elther wood
or iron. The frame should b® very
strong, but not heavy. Iron makes a
strong frame and very light. It can
be made in four sections and bolted
together, The Iron hoop should be
made of one-eighth inch iron and s
of a slze to admit a common flour
barrel up to the second row of hoops.
The barrel can easily be put In and
taken out. The wheel should be made
of wood with a very broad tire, not
less than three inches, and four inches
would be better. If the frame I8 made
of iron, the handles can be made of
wood and bolted on. Wood Is befter
for this purpose,

Do you know that some of the
smaller packing houses which cater
to first class trade at home and
abroad will not buy swill-fed hogs at
any cost? They want animals that are
fed on clean corn, roughage, roots and
waler,

We do not think much of the skim
milk that ecomes from the creameries
for feeding hogs, In many of these
creameries, washing powders are used
for cleaning the machinery, and this
is very Injurious to hogs.

Skim milk that Is separated on the
'farm cannot be beaten for feeding

Useful In the Feed Lot.

pigs, calves and poultry. It Is ashame
to allow a single gallon of It to es-
cape.

An Illinols farmer writes to know
it unthreshed wheat is a good feed for
hogs. We think not. If wheat Is to
be fed at all, better thresh and elither
soak or boll it. But we do not be-
lleve that whent was ever Intended for
hog feed.

Cattle that are allowed to run on
graen beet crops often scour so badly
that they are set back from two to
four weeks. They do not llke the
dried and cured crops so well but will
eal them if forced to and they make
a falrly good ration,

Engllsh feeders ralse large gquan-
titles of turnips, mangles and other
roots, In the fall they dig enough for
the cattle and leave scattered through-
out the fleld enough to keep the sheep

Is to Provide Shed That
and Windtight to

North, West and East.

busy for weeks, Some feeders allow
the sheep to dig them out of the
ground while others dig them for
them. The latter plan Is the best.

Many eattle feeders who do not be-
lleve that silage is a good feed will
continue to stuff their animals with
corn fodder or timothy hay. 1f
these men would take the palns to
conduct a carefnl experiment they
would quiekly discover that silage
even as a feed would beat corn
fodder,

Silage fed alone i8 not idenl for fat-
tening steers, It containsg a large ex-
coss of earbo-hydrates and some nitro-
gen must be put into the feed Lo even
It up. Soy beans, clover, alfalfa hay
and cotton seed meal will do this to
perfection

If you have plenty of cow peas,
clover or alfelfa on the farm, not much
use to spend money on bran or cottod
seed meal, A llitle oll eake is good
ut all times,

The best class of dalry cows cannot
return a profit unless they have all
the clean and wholesome feed they
can possibly consume at all times
during the winter,

It in a mistake to keep cows on
soant ratlons during the winter, The
cow that goes through the winter on
seml-gtarvation rations suffers a shock
from which her sysliem is very slow
in recovering, and If the half rations

A Handy Feed Carrler.

are continued any length of time her
milk-glving capacity for the approach-
ing freshening perlod Is materially de-
creased,

Good feeding does not mean the
cows should be stuffed with high-
priced grain feeds but coaxed to con-
sume enough roughage and cheap
feods to keep them in good, thrifty
condltion at all times,

MANURING FOR
GOOD POTATOES

Massachusett’s Spectaliat Differs
From Familinr Methoda
in Fertilizer and
Preparation.

Dr, J. Fisher of Fitchburg, Mass,, is
very succeasful in growing large crops
of potatoes, and he varles from our
familiar methods principally in his fer-
tillzer formula, the preparation and
planting of the seed. Following Is the
formula:

Two hundred and twenty-five pounds
of sulphate ammonls; 760 pounds ni-
trate of soda; 160 pounds South Caro-
Hon floats; 460 pounds acld phos-
phate; 460 pounds sulphate of potash;
160 pounds sulphate maghesia; 200
pounds air-slacked lime; 2,876 pounds
costing about $40.

Two-thirds of this formula will be
spread broadcast and will be harrowed
in before planting, The seed potatoes
are treated with the corrosive subll-
mate solution to prevent scab, then
spread In a greenbhouse and allowed to
gprout several weeks. At planting time
the seed Is cut and only one sprout
left on each plece, the surplus sprouts
being purposely broken off. Dr. Fish-
er conslders a potatoe the glze of a
marble, which has been started in this
way and all but the best sprout
rubbed off, as very good seed.

Furrowing out {8 done with a horse
hoe and the seed is planted under a
line, glving perfectly straight rows
and exact distance between plants.
Hach seed plece Is set upright and
covered with about two Inches of
earth; the remaining third of the fer-
tilizer 18 now scattered In the drill
and covered by running the horse hoe
between the rows. The horse weeder
and cultivator are used so frequently
and thoroughly as to avold hand hoe-
Ing.

BAD FAULTS IN CONFORMATION

against value,

In the first lllustration the toes of & horse are shown turned out.
middle plcture shows inkneed attitude, and the third shows In-turned toes,
Whether standing or traveling, the appearance is uopleasant and mitigates .

The




