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A purplish red comb indicates bad
health in a fowl,

The best egg producers are not al
ways the best market fowls,

He that abuseth hin eolts may ex.
pect to ba klcked by his horses.

Leaves mixed with straw make an
excellent cover for strawberrics

Tho sllo hag come 1o stay ns 8 per

manent form of Iarm equipment,
Clover hay a2 abont three {(lmes ng
valualile as corn fodder or shrodded
fodder,
Onta and timothy lhay lave long

been consldered standoard feeds for
the hot

It is still n question
Pasteurization of miik

every reapoct.

whethor or not
is beneficial in

Well drained yards and pensg will
help to keep the hogs more thrifty
and profitable.

The covhred barnyard I8  rapidly
coming into favor ns o comwmodity to
the farmer and dairyman.

S8weep up every particle of wmilage
In the chute and alleyway nnd give {t
to the cowa at every feeding.

Cold weather s not much of a de.
triment to chickens, providing it is
dry cold and the atmosphere pure.

When opening your silo bear In
mind that whenever you change feed
the change should be made gradually.

A new poultry roost Is made of per-
fornted iron tubing which has been
gosked In & solution deadly to Insect
Ife.

Young geese are not to be pleked
the first year, unless you sell them
dressed, a very difficult thing for the
novice to do.

Spraying has come to be one of the
unescapable tasks of the agriculturist,
whatever hls parficular line of pro-
ductive enterpriso,

A well-bred animal costs very little
more to purchase, and genernlly less
to feed, than a bad one, while the prog-
eny is always salable.

Searcity of atoek |-'1lllv of all kinds
and high prices nsked and offered Is
a common loeal :‘umrtlnnn reported
from the corn belt states,

The mendows look good for pasture
in the fall and early apring but the
man who keeps his cattle off of them
always gets belter crops of hay,

The dust collected from numerous
vacuum cleaners has proven to be a
valuable fertilzer, and its sale has
becomo a regular business In Parls,

The novice when selecting a ram of
the Downa or other hornless breeds of
sheep should be very careful not to
gelect one with stubs—miniature
horns,

It i5 not the little, fat, chubby fe-
males which should be retalned as
breeding animals, for they almost al-
ways prove disappolnting at farrow-
ing time.

Try finlshing some of your poultry
this fall before marketing, If it pays
to convert corn into slx-cent pork, |
may pay beotter to convert ‘some of it
Into twelve-cent poultry,

The fall, as soon as the leaves are
cut by frost, in the best time to make
new planiations of rhubarb and horse-
radish. The ground for both of these
planta must be deep, mellow and rich,

The temperature of cream for
churning ghould be 57 to 60 degrees

Wa also eburn about one-hall hour
When butter comes before half an
hour it indicates too high temperature
of cream

Fowls cured of roup must not be
used a2 brecders, however well they
lvok, They will do for market, or for
market eggs, but never breed from
them aa they will trunsinit the diseane
to thelr offspring,

In starting a4 new hedge begin it as
goon us the ground ls workable from
recoding Trost. It pays to dig out the
goil nnd enrich It as for making a
garden bed or border. The digglng
ghould be to the depth of two feet,

Fall plowing I8 (0 be preferred to
gpring plowing., This applies also to
Iand for corn that Is to be manured
during the winter and spring, A rea-
sonable dressing of coarse manure
may be disked in without difficulty,
and i {n better position to ald the
crop than when plowed under,

A lberal use of paint menus a great
denl to the farmer.

The young turkey, to do well, must
have plenty of exerclse,

Two-fifths of the world's 100,000,000
swine are In the United States,

The poultry house ghould be among
the first to recelve guch attention.

Many Ilarge stones, in the way of
cultlvation, may be lifted out by the
plow,

It {8 well to nggume when chickens
are dylng that the disease Is conta-
glous,

When plgs are given bad quarters
they can't be expected to return good
dollars. .

Just now the heavy steer g & muech
gsought after artiele in the live stock |
markets

All brooders and brood coops should
be thoroughly ecleaned and put awny
for the winter,

The prosperous and most successful ‘
farmer s comflortable only when hls
gtook 18 comfortubie,

good time to repatr |
and ofl vp the extra harnesaes usged

A rlny day ia n

I
) |
duripg Lhe bharvesl senson, ‘
Observe with care and note ng & ;
firgt point that the cow should hava |
a large and omplesized body ‘
::ru-n! roads are the reward of com- |
mon sense appiled to the local man
pgemoent of town or county afairs. ‘

A sheep grower can gcarcely make
a graver mistake than that of grow.
ing sheep without regard to thelr
fleccos, l

In dalrying there I8 no excuse for
the man who goes al it blindly and
blames luck and the weather for his
fallure.

Only well bred stock that s well
fod and well taken care of can make
money on land worth $£100 or more
an acre, |

Farmers with heavy steady work
now generally try to secure drafly
horses even when farm work is the
sole object.

|

The strainer never was made thal
would take foul matter out of milk.
None ever will be. You have gol to
keep It out,

If all the chickens and fullgrown
hens run together, the stronger chick:
ans will get most of the feed nnd keep
the others poor.

It I8 self-robbery to take a dalry |
cow through the winter when n1m|
glves mllk only five or slx mouths out
of the whole year.

If the cow's pedigree tallies with
the milk pall, then it i{s consistent,
aud a goeod foundation, or a poor one
as the case may be,

Faney pointa may be of no advan !
tuge to the farmer, but pure-bred
fowls wlill naturally possess just as
great utllity as the scrub.

Defore laying a cement stable floor |
care should be taken to have the |
ground below praperly dralned nr.d|
the foundation well constructed.

Selection is absolutely necessary ip
order to breed and bulld up a good
dairy herd. One must cull closely lwre|
a8 well as In all other lines of work.

Many good, careful farmers find it
practical to hog off some of thelr
corn, It will pay you to look into|
thia question, If you have not already
done so.

All the diseases which afMict ﬂul}
poultry nre those of dome ‘\”lll”l‘nr
caunsed largely by unnatural environ-
ment and carelegsness on the part of
the owners

— |

Many of the detalls In butter mak |
ing can only be looked after by ex
parience. Much of it must be learned
by doing the work. No one can begln
where the other fellow-left off.

Be careful about feeding beet tops
to the cattle. Heavy feeding of this
material ln somewhat dangerous as 1t
tends to purge anlmalg, Feed in lm
ited quantities and wilh other feegs

He sure to have your boar-pen fence
boar proof, for the more times he
breaks oul the more difficult It wil)
be to control him thereafter, Heavy
woven wire fencing will hold bim se
ourely,

Never allow breeding swine to fol
low steers or delry eattle for this s
a sure method of developing tubercul
osig  In ewine, This dizense seldom
originates with swine, bul 18 easily
contracted by them,

The call born In fall does not have
to winge the ceaseless war agalnst
flles that the spring calf does, while
the cooler temperatures prevalling
causes the milk to be in better condl:
tion, Scours as a rarity In fall or win
ter.

The fashion and fudgment of our
best breeders decree that our low
down blocky type ram, he that welghs
"heavier" than we thought, “the littla
big sheep,” Is the one which will be
sought thewe days of prime joints of
mutton,
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In winter. If he has found
# lodglng for his gummer
home In a comlee of &
bullding he may go there
to sleep away the long,
cold nights, but the tree
nest is deserted from the
moment the last brood s
hatehed.

If one wishes to know
where thousands of the
sparrows sleep In winter
let hlm on some cold night
take a stout club and rap
with all his might upon an
electric Hght pole that s
fitted with nu overbanging

hood, There 18 n Itrle
pintform In some of these hoods directly over the
glags globe. Upon this as many sparrows ag can
convenlently crowd togethor rost throughout the
cold wenther nighta. A elub rapplng experiment
on an electrie light pole at & Chlcago avenue cor-
ner near the North Side water works lot during

| & howling blizzard one winter night resulted In

the dislodgment of twelve frightened BPArroOws,
They fluttered about in the storm and hung ke
40 many fascinated moths, When the pounding
ceaged they made thelr way back to their resting
place and doubtless remained undisturbed until
morning. Thelr flat was certainly modern In Its
appolntments, for It was heated and lghted by
electrieity.

Take a trlp through a thistle fleld in July and
there will be seen scores of goldfinches feeding
on the seeds of the prickly plants. These little

| creatures have the appearanco of the birds of the

tropics, It would seem that barely a broath of
the north wind would send them sourrying south-
ward. In truth, however, these birda, frail though
they appear, stay with us all winter, yet not one
person in fifty outslde of the ranks of the bird
students knows the fact,

In late August Lhe goldfineh drops his gold and
black llvery and puts on a8 sober sparrowlike
garb. This Is the reason why people think that
the little thistle seed lover has left them and
that another bird has taken {ts place. In the
Chleago Academy of Sclencos there s pathetle
evidence of how the goldfineh keeps warm during
the winter nighta. The curator has thera an
oriole’s nest from the outside of witleh hangs the

| body of a goldfinch eaught by the neck and lter

| ally hanged by one of the cords with which the
oriocle bas fashioned Ita home The goldfinch
has sought refuge In the nest from the weather
|and on leaving it In the morning has thrust his
lu-lul through the fatal noose. These birds utilze
the deserted homes of all thelr brethren who
bulld deep nests. The goldfinches return night
atter night to a nest which an orlole had swung
from the tips of an elm lu Western Springs, 111,

The chickadea of which Bomething lhas been
suld, bullds s nest ' somewbnt after the manner
of the \f.;ml:uu-kﬂr', but If observallon goes for
much, the bird does not uge this absolutely safe
and warm retreat for its winter night lodging
They have boen startled time after time just after
sunset cn cold nilghta from the vacuted nests of
miny specles of “rds, the chickadee simply bury-
Ing ltselt-4n the warm linings in which the sum
mer before the young of its friends had been
cradled

By mid-September the swnllows one and sl
had disappeared. It moy be that If the appear
ance of one awwallow does not make n iminor,
the ahgence of the entire tyibe mny not make an
auntumn, but It & certain that the blrds must feel
sowething that bida them begone, for they go In
0 body and they go in the twinkling of an oye
The swallows llve upon inseecte, and there 18 no
reason as far as food 18 concerned, why they
should not stay nt least two weeks longer, for
thelr homes are In sheltered nooks. The hums-
ming blrds, desplte Its dellcacy, stays longer than
the swallow and complaios not

Il one can cateh slght of & saucy little wood
pecker golng Into n hole In a tree on his lawn ot
this season of the year he may hope to have an
interesting nelghbor durlng the entire winter, All
the downy woodpeckers remain In the porth the
years through, BHome of the red heads stay too,
but most of them go a few score of miles te the
south. All of these birds that remain puss thelr
nighta in holes in (rees, and at the time of the
first fall month they are busy locating proper
cold weather habitations. If enough Interest in

the woodpecker s felt to
keep him a8 a companion
thraughout the winter a
pleca of suet bound Armly
to the Hmb of n tree and
oceasionally renewed will
insure his presence ns a
guest ao long as the snow
fHles, and with him, tempt-
ed by the guet, will be a
goodly compuny of JIays,
chickadees, and golden
crowned kingloets

‘_i'lu- kKinglet, smedler than any of our bird
the ruby throated humming bird alone, manages
to live through all the cold Northern winter and
be nll the whitle as cheerful as n robin In April
The kinglet, as far ns the experlence of one per-
son 18 conoernad at least,
mer food

i, aave

prefers to get hla sum-
in the thick bushes, and seemingly hag
a preference for those which are near clamboring
vines. Tho kinglets cast nbout for likely places
in which to pass the winter. A= far as ean boe
ascertalned they simply gt into the heart of some
thickly twigged bush through whleh run  vine
branches and there all night long they defy both
culd and snow,

The great northern shrike, which is due In the
northern stutes [(row its summer home In the
Britleh poersesslons sbout October 1, spends his
nights cloge to the bole of an evergroen tree.
There 18 a lttle clump of evergroens wall within
the limits of the city of Chleago whers a half
dozen of these birds roost nightly from October
to March, Innsmuch as they live ou a dlet of
Englsh sparrows and spend all the daylight hours
in the laudable vocation of killing the Imported
feathered pest, the exdot location of their roosting
place will not be glven for fear some champlion
of the sparrow might disturb the rest cf (hese
feathered friends, whom many aure unkind enough
to call butcher birds,

AS o matter of fact one need feel Hitle anxiety
tor the wellnre of the bivds that slay with us In
winter. The nurgery ditty of “What will the robin
do then, poor Lhing?" 18 tearcompelling, but the
robin, the bluebird, the Jjay, and the chickadee
will all eare for themselves and will feel no envy
of man in hls steam-hented fNat

During the bitter weather of winter while peo-
ple with hearta In the right plnces nre scattering
crumbe and seeds at thelr doorsteps for the little
feathered land visitors, the great city of Chleago
a8 o whole Is dolng Ha best to feed the storm-
biown birds of Lake Michigan, Not all the sew
uge of the elty, notwithstunding the completion
of the dralnage cannl, {8 sent townrds the Mlissls

Al Sdome Ittle of 1t still finds 1t way Into the
Inkeg with ts burden of garbage, and there the
pull gonvangers, by eatlng much of the output that

from thelr polnt of appetita 1s ediblo, do thelr host
to ald in purifying the wtuter supply

In the dead of winter when the cold Is g0 in
lenge that it soems that no exposed crenlure ¢an
live, the wuste of bhetween Chlengn and
St Joe, Mich, s peopled with stronge feathered
visltors, \\.lm ghun the same water atretches whon
the wind blows soft out of the south, A storm
which once rose and jgeceded n "spell™ of zero
weither brought with It from the north scores
of strange, bLeautiful arctie visitors known as
long-talled ducks. They may be seen all through
the winter well out Inte the open water of Lake
Michigan They falrly revel In cold weather
and In cold water. It ia highly probsble that
they would never come to the great Inkes at all
were It not for the fact that everything north
ward s frozen solld. ‘The male “longtall” a8 a
beauty, with his strongly contrasted black and

wiler
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white plumage and the two great sweoping tafl
fenthers that give him his name. 'With his wife
ho does not lack cther names, and (heoy are
known in wvarlous places os “old Injun,” “old
wife,” *old molly,” *“old granny,” “old squaw,™
and “old pouth southerly.” HBecsuse of the olly
nature of their fleah these ducks are unfit for
food, and yet the gunners on the Chicago break-
waters and on the government pler used to kill
dorens of them In the pure wuntonnesa of sport.

When the sloplpg stone abutment thut pro-
tecta the outer Lincoln Park driveway, Chleago,
from the waves la plled high with fce during the
winfer the venturesome person who will scale
the glde of the plla may eeo in tha dark water
only n few yarda beyond one of i et pesut!-
ful ducks known to the bird kingdom. The
golden eye. or whistle wing, frequents the cold
waters of Lake Michigan all through the winter,
and comes closo to the shore. It s seldom that
morg than four or flve are seen l(ogether, nnd
oftener a ®lngle palr will be found. If the pro-
tection which the moale apparently tries Lo ex-
tend to the female durlng all timea of the year
be a basia for judgment, these birds remain
mated for life,

The golden eye almost Invariably placea him-
self between his gentler companion and danger,
and when they are swimming or flylng to new
foraging pluces he Invariably lends the way.
The movemwent of thelr wings 8 so rapld that
it produces a musienl whistling audible at a
great distance, Decause of the rapldity of thelr
flight the Indlans call them spirit ducks, bellev-
ing that somas supernatural ald is given them to
add to the swiftners of thelr fourneyings

The best of the bird scavengers acting ns the
allles of the Chicago health department in win-
ter are the herring, the ringbllled gulls, Tho
herring gull I8 a blg grayish creaturs, slmost
pure white If he Is three vearas old, with blaelk
tipe to his wings., The young of the first year
are mottled groy, entirely different In appearaneo
from thelr parents. The result of this difference
fa that people looking nt a winter flock of the
gulls think that it cuntalnsg several specles. The
Ingoons In Jackson and Lincoln Parks are often
falrly covered with theeo blrds, provided a heavy
#lorm Is coming In from the eastward

A dellentedooking bird I8 the kittowake gull
It does not look ns I It could stand the rigors
of Inke winter weather for a day, and vet nelither
storm nor cold succeeds In ehilling fts optimism
or In abating s Industry. The kittewnkes have
been In the lake off Chlcago In winter, and here
hey doubtless ocoastonully bave remained until
March

A bird lover considers it an ornithologioal
epoch when he sees a great black-backed gull.
The persistent and ecareful observer who cares
nothing for weather conditions may find this rare
creaturs, perhaps the largest of our gulls, if he
will but keop & constant watch along the lake
front. The bird has been scen here on several
oceaslons in winter. Its name gives a good de-
seription of 1t 1t Is sometimes " kpown grews
somely as the “coffin carrler.



