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MIDOL

of the Independence
of Panamn, an “over
night prooseding”
which made It possi.
ble for (he United
Biatles to anter hito &
treaty with the twelve
hour old  republie
whieh would allow o
orallonk to begin at
ance. Colombia has
not yot forgiven wus
for glving the Pana-
mhne recognition. Mr,
Roosevalt sald that it
Pannma had contin.
ued under the rale
of Colombia the eanal
sl would be g
fream, for the Colom.
binon simply - tempor.
fted with us and act-
*d as It they thought
that In seoking the
stelp  of  land for
canal purposes, the United States had malevolent
torritorinl designs toward all Central and South
Amaerica,

No one had any conception that progress om
the canal would be as rapid as it has proved (o
be. Much more time was spent In talking prior
10 the beginniug of operations than has been spent
since In digging. Now that It is long in the past,
the country lu perhaps forgetful, but It way be
of interest to remember that for many weary
months the congress of the Unlted States gave
itaell aver 1o debate, discussions and even blek-
orings upon the relative values of two routes for
the waterwuy, the Nicaraugan rowte and the Pan-
a#ma roule,

Eenalor Morgan of Alabama, who.dled a few
yeurs ngo, was an advoeats of tha Nicaraugan
route  He was an old man at the lime that ho
unteriook to volee sentiment and argument on
behalf of the more mnorthern waterway. He
worked night and dapy, stodying the questions In-
volved from every possible viewpoint and the long
speaches which he made on the matter in hand
were written almost entirely by his own hand.
He was indefatigable In labor, and what he did
on bebalt of the Nicarnugan routs and on behalf
of the waterway scheme generally Is best told
in the words of Benator Jonathan V. Dolllver of
lown. Dolliver, like Morgan, is dead. The lowan
waus In favor of the Panama roule, while the
Alabaman was in favor of the Nicaraugan route.
The (wo men were opposed to each other polit.
leally, but they were personal friends, When bit-
ter disappcintment came to Morgan in the flnnl
defent of (he Nionrnugan project, Dolliver rosa In
hls sent and pald this tribute to hiz aged col
Iongue:

“He Stands bere In his old age, one of the his
toric Bgures connected with this canal contro-
versy, He may not be the man who began the
discusalon, but for nearly a generation he haw
kept It up. No man has ever exhibited within our
knowledge any such marvelous Industry, energy
and sagucity as be has put into the argument for
the Nicaraugan oanal, Day snd night he has Ia
bored, not with the assistunce of others, but per
sonally, often with his own pen writing the
speeches which have become the chief part of
tha agitation which has resulted in wmnitying publje
sentiment fn the United Btates In favor of the
oanal,

“1 regrot more than | can say that he was dls
appolnted in his own personal ambitlon fn respect
to the route that Hnally was chosen, but that
does not prevent me from addlng that long after
the little controversies of this hour are lorgotten,
hils name wlll be connected in hnmmortal reputa.
tion with the Isthminn eanal, wherever it is bullt.'

Few people probably have forgotien the frmt
attempis of Prodldent Roosevell and SBecretary of
War Taft to secure the service of a clvilian engi:
noer who would stick st hils post until the Panama
canal wan dug. Thros great sngineers, ono after
l:e':‘hn. resigned thelr positions as engineersin
chief.

e aps useloss te disouss the causes which
lad Lo the resliguations of the clvilian eagincers.
Al sorts of storles wers (oM, rom the fear of
- yellow fever 10 Inability to maintaln MeeipHoe 1o
~the working forces. It Is probable that one engl

~ meer's esare Ungled for a long time with the re

buke which was given tim by Secretary of War
Taft, wbo s now the president of the United
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RESIDENT Taft's word of hopk that
the Pannma ennal may be gpened for
traffic two years earller than the time
Chief Engineer
Georpe W, Goethals peoms Lo have reo.
directed the sttention of the people
o the marvelous (word used advis-
edly) progresas of the Isthmian ven.
tare sinee the time when It was fin.
ally definitely determined that a wa-
through
Panama and not through its sister

Former Presldent Roosevell recently han defended
vigorously his action In the ease of the recognition
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WAS THE OLDEST CHICAGOAN

|

mew knowledge of an Indlan tongue,

Blephen A. Douglas.

paper work In Jackgon, Mich, He ther

of hia long scguaintance with land th
counly renl eslale,
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States It was one of the severeat
scorings ever given a public oMelal.
Probably the country does not
know the lnside history connected with the fnal
employment of army engineers to bulld the Pan-
ams canal. The engineer corps of the army st
the outset thought that it should be given charge
of the canal work, but influentlal civillans brought
pressure to bear on the adminlatration on behalt
of engineers In civil life. It wan sald by certain
civilans of prominence that the n was not
accustomed to handling great busin posl
tions and that no army engineer ever had done
a work of anything Uke the magnitude of the one
proposed. Thera ware &ll sorta of attempis (o
belittle the engineering work of the army.
This sort of thing had its offect, aithough it s
probable that {t was with considerable reluctance
that the administration disappointed the proper
ambition of army engineers to be assigned (o
the work of esnal bullding, When three clvillan
engineers, one nfter another, had given over the
work, Presldent Roosovelt and Becretary of War
Taft concluded that the time had come to give
the army a chance. In effect the president told
the secretary that no army officer would desert
bis post, even by the resignation route, for dis
ciptine and Inculeated will to do his duty would
keep him at the digging untl) it was finished, or
until fallore bad come, Moreover, It was known
that no army offcer would flea In the face of
yellow fever or In fear of death from any cause
Colone! George W. Goethals of the Weat Polnt
clara of 1850 was selected by the secretary of war
to take up the work that the civillan engineers
had dropped, Colonel (oethals Is silil at 1t and
shuccess has marked every step of the way. The
colonel chope at Lhe oulsel ne two chlef nspistanta,
Lisutenant Colonels David D, Galllard and Willinm
1. Sibert, who graduated from the willtary acad
emy in the class of 1884 Since that time other
army oMeers have heen detnlled in addition te the
thres who were lirel assigned, three who are still
working and who hope (e be. present when (he
firsl ship pokes Its prow Into the completed canal

Colonel Goorge W, Goethals 1s a tall, slender
man with a Armly knit Agure and snow white
balr e bas & face remarkably youthful and
pefiher the celimate, the hard work nor the anxl.
otles of the lethmian life hinve tonched his vigor,
Ho Is & sort of court of 1ast resort in the lsthmus.
He travels ftrom place to place on certain dayse
and establishes hoadquarters for the hearing of
complainta. He brings hard, common sense to
bear on all kinds of matlers, from the settling of
& famiiy row Lo coutrovaersies as to senlority In
rank of some of the clvilian superintendents. La-
borers can go to hWm with complaints of bad
food and be sare of & bhouring, and alsg be sure
that any kind of a wrong will be righted. He 1s
n sort of & shepherd of the Mook, & Tather of a
family of 43,000 children.

Colonel Oalllard, who Is the engineer in charge
of (he centra! division of the work, and Colonel
Wililem L. 8ibert, enginer In charge of the At
lante division, an has Deen sald, were classmates
Al West Palnt. CGalllard's fret name is David
When ho and Sihert enlered the military academy
ns “plebes” they took a great king to each other.
They were chums and confidants all through thelr
cadet courss. 8Hibert lr a4 big man, physleally,
and the cedets nicknamed blm Oollath, Galllard
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always was called David and so the military acad.
emy held s friendly David and Gollath, thereby
establishing a better record for smity and friend
lineen than that contalned In the Soriptures.

When the army engincers went to Panama to
take charge of the work they knew that In order |
to make progress with the digging they must have
& contented famlly of laborers. They also knew
that they must malntain disclpline. In the army
discipline Is maintained as a matter of Tourse,
the men who enllst knowing that they must sub
mit themselves without question to the proper
orders of their superiors,

The men whoe work on the Isthmus of Pan
amia are moatly elvillans, and Colonel Goethals
and his assistants knew that they would resent
anything like army disciplinary methods, even
though they were intended for thelr beneft and
wounld soon prove Lhelr worth., Goethals is a
most tactful man, With his asslstants, he secured
army discipline on the Isthmus without allowing
the civillans even to appreclate that gradually
they were coming under the guldance of rules
Iald down for men who wear the uniform of the
service. The army ofMceors worked at first In a
suggestive way, Men were directed to “try™ cer
taln things and see how they came out.

Trinl was made and then other suggestions
wera made and finally the blg working force
fonnd that 1t was living a regular, healthful life
with tima for regulnted recrestlon, and (hat It
wis pousible to get pleasure out of existence by
other means than by drinking #t In. Sugges:
tion rather than ecommand made a disciplined
force out of the forty-odd thousand laborers,

There probably Is not a healthler place on the
face of the earth today than the canal strip of
the Isthmus of Panaman,

Colonel Willam ©. Gorgas of the medical de
pariment of the United States army is the head
of the department of sanitation on the |sthmus
Under his direction disease virtually has been
killed and four iteelf has been set at defiunce,

A large part of the food for the Isthmus Is
purchased in (he United States and It Is shipped
under the most favorabls conditions. A paper
called “The Canal Record” is published st fre-
guent intervals and ts Ilast page Is devoted to
a lat of the food which can be obialned st the
commissary department, with the prices aflixed.
Living on the isthmus ls just as cheap If not
cheaper than it la In this country and the food
Is of the higheat possible guality, Many of the
elvillan employes comstituting clerical and engl
neering forces have inken their familles to Pan.
apma. They have fine quarters amd they buy thel:
food virtually at cost price,

The army was on It metal when it was put in
charge of the Panama canal building. Thus far,
admittedly, Its work has been nothing short of
wonderful In all lines of isthmlan endeavor, It
may ba that Presidest Taft's prophecy will not
coms true and that the canal will not be opened
untfl 1915, but 1t should be remembered that the
latter dute In the obe set for the openifig by
Colonel George W. Goethals, the enginerdin-chlef.
it la probable, however, that he hopea to see the
procession of ships, with the old Oregon leading,
pass into the great waterway on some day within
(he next two years,

Fernando Jones, Chicago's oldest
Inhabitant, and for yenra the most ple
turefque old man among the survl
vars of the city’'s ploneer's days, In
dead. With the death of Mr. Jones
comen the breaking of a connecting
link between Chleago as a swampy
village—with one bridge and a major
population of Indians—and the Chl-
cago of today, fifth olty In the world.

Mr. Jones was born in Forestville,
Chautaunqua county, N, Y., on May 286,
1820. When four years old the fam-
fly moved to Buffalo, where he re
celved his early education and where
he was once thrashed by his schoal-
master, Millard Fillmore, who Ilater
became presidont of the United
States.

When sixteen years old Mr. Jonea
followed his father to Chicago, where
the elder Jones had established =
hardware store. He came In a sloop
carrying a earge of stoves. Able to
deal with the Indians by virtue of his

he obtained employment a year after

his arrival at the Innd ofMice then In Chicago.

1o 1837 Mr. Jones attended Cananndnigun (N. Y.) scademy, whore ho met
When he returned to Chleago he engaged in the real
estate business, but soon went soulh for his health. Then he took up news-

1 took up again his real estate business

In Chicago until retirement from active work.
Mr, Jones married Mlss Jane Grahame In 1853
After the Chicago fire he was one of the most useful men In Chicago because

His wifa died in 1806,

les nod the destroyed records of Cook

WON HOT MAYORALTY FIGHT

The hottest political campaign in
the history of Philadelphia cama to
an end In the election of Rudolph
Blankenburg for mayor,

The enmpalgn Teslly began months
previous to the election, when WM.
fam 8. Vare, a contractor, announced
hie eandldacy for the Republican nom-
ination aud was beaten by Geo, H.
Earle, who had the support of Unlted
States Benator Penrose. This some-
what split the Republican ranks, for
the fight over the nomination left
several gore spots, Hlankenburg's en-
try into the race, representing the in-
dependent Republlcuns and Demo-
crats, intensified the lnterest in the
campalgn.

There are few bhetler known clil-
gens In Philadelpbia than Rudolph
Blankenburg, who has been fighting
In the reform ranks for thirty years.
Mr. Blankenburg spent $760, accord-
ing to the itemized aocount of his
election expenses flled. He did not
recelve money from outside resource
from his own pockel. Two years ago

1o 100,000,

metropolis during her husband's term

kenburg we have the opportunity.”

¢ but paid all his personal expeonses
the regular Republicans elected thelr

district attorney by 43,000, while the usual Republican majority is {rom 76,000

Mrs. Blankenburg, wifesof the successful candidate, s n suffragist who
apparently will have much to say regarding the government of Pennsylvanin's

of office. “We have proncunced views

on how the city should be managed,” Mrs, Blankenburg says, “and have want-
ed for yeurs the opportunity to test our ldeas,

With the election of Mr, Blan.

ITALIAN DENIES BUTCHERY

rand asiong such balls as the dum-dum.”

General Caneva, having been re-
quested by the ltalinn government to
glve some explanation regarding the
charges of brutality and alleged
slaughter of unarmed Arab women
and children in Tripoll replied as fol-
lows:

“If reproach may be made of us, it
Ia only for our exceeding indulgence
and benevolence toward tho natives.
A full demonstration of this Is the
order and declaration which advised
the soldlers to treat the Arabs on
friendly terms, respecting thelr tra-
ditions. It was a trencherous surprise
and many soldiers were shot, the am-
bulance corps of the Red Crosa was
attacked and the sick and wounded
were horribly killed In the town by
shots fired from roofs. Women crled,
‘Revolt agalnst the infidels.’ The sol-
dlers were surprised and massacred,
and so It was necessary to guarautes
our safety and that of the Buropeans.
The soldlers were ordered to shoot

men shootng aguniust us and to arrest those keeplng mrms and munitions,
Hassuna Pasha admitted it was Indlspensable that we should act us we have
done, consldering the Turks had In Tripoll a wild band preaching a holy war

FLEW ACROSS

THE COUNTRY

The longeat flight ever made by an
aviator was that completed by Cal-
braith P, Rodgers, who landed on the
Pacific const after n trip by the air
route ncross the country., Rodgers
left the Sheepshead Bay vace track,
New York, and when he reached Pas-
adena, Cal., he had (raveled a dlstunce
of 4231 miles, belng 49 days In com-
pleting the journey. He met with a
number of mishaps on the wuy and
his machine practieally had (¢ be re-
bullt seveinl times on the long jour-
ney across the continent. His actual
fiylng time was three days and ten
hours, He traveled al an average
rate of 61 miles an hour while hig
machine was in the pir, The daring
aviator had many nerverackirg expe-
riencea on his jourvey.

Rodgera 18 & newcomer to the fleld
of uvistlon, ' He became a pupll of the
Wright brothers at Dayton, Ohlo,
only lust July, His first exhibitions
of consequence were made during the

a som of Capt, Rodgers, of the Unlted

modore Perry,

meet beld In Chleago during Beptember, when he
He 1s thirty-two years of age and comes of a dlstingulshed family,

captured prizes of $15 000,
He 12

States army, and a grandron of Com-
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