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Huthor of The Cireular Staircase,
The ACan in Lower
L Ten, Ete.

Oopy right 19, by the Dobbe Marrill Ce.
SYNOPSBIS.

Jumos Wilson or Jimmy as ho ls called
mi his friends, was rotund and look-
shorter than he reall wie, His
ambition In lifs was to be talen seriousl
but people stendily refused to do mo, his
Art s considered B huge Joke, exeept to
himself, If he asked people to dinner ev-
eryone expected a frolie, Jimmy marties
Bella Knowles, they live together & Year
and are divoresd, Jimmy's friends ar-
Mmhge tn celebmtes the firpt annlveraary
of him divoroe, The party Is In full swing
whan Jimmy recelves a gtelegram from his
Aunt Balina, who will afrive In four hours
to visit him and his wife. He neglects tg
tell hor of his divoree, Jimmy takes Ki
Into hin confidence., He suggoests that Kit
t‘nz“ the hostess for one nilght, be Mra
m pro tem, Aunt Bﬁllnu arclves and
the deveption works out planned.
glrru Jap mervant s taken ﬂl. Bella,
Immy's divorced wife. enterst the house
and asks Kt who Is belng taken away In
the ambulance? Belle insists It is Jim,
L(ll tells her Jim in well and I& in the
ouse. Hnarblson stepa out on the porch
and discovers & man tacking n eard on
the donor.. He domands an sxplanation.
he man points to the placard and Har-
ison sees the word mallpox® printed
n It, He tells him the guests carmot
uvo the houss until the quarantine s
lifted, fter the lfting of the quarantine
poveral men are found Iin the mall box
undaliver one I8 addressed to Henry
Uowcllrn Iguique, Chlle, which was
written ,by Harbison. He describoa mi-
nutely of thelr incarceration, alao of his
fatuation for Mes. Wilson, Aunt SBelina

tnlun in wlth in z-lwo Patty acts an
nnrn bison fin t sulking on the
roof, lhe tells him that Jim has been

treating  her outr usly. it wstarts
downatalra, when only she in grasped
In the srms of & man who kluses her sev-
eral timoa, Bhs belloves that Harbiwon
gld It and Is humiliated. Aunt Selins hllz
Immy that her camoed breastpin an
o}‘her articles of Jewelry have bapn stolen,
acousen Hetty of the theft.  Jimmy
loll. Aunt Helina mull mbout the strange
?otnlm but she persistes in lu pecting
tg the thaft of her valuables.
l-!nr ison demands an espl-nut!nn from
‘t as to her conduct towards h'-m o
tells him of the Incident on the

deny m firm her urmllon

Au lina awakened during the |
una. Jim maklng love to

!u Ia; she demands an explanation
from J . Bella roveals the whaol
plot Aunt Selin Bhe forgives bot
;rl. t oalln t a Jezabel. jBhe
lella roveal the trus tuation to

CHAPTER XIX. (Continued.)

“Playing the part of Mrs. Wilson!"
be repeated Do you mean—17"

“Exactly. Playing the part. She s
not Mrs, Wilson. It seems that that
honor belonged at one time to Misa
Knowles. 1 belleve such things are
not unknown In New York, only why
in the name of sense does a man
want to divérce a woman and then
meet her at two o'clock In the morn-
ing to kiss the place where his own
wedding ring ua‘ed to reat?’

Jim fidgeted. Bella was having
spasms of mirth to herself, but the
Harbieon man did pot smile. He
stood for & moment looking at the
fire: Then he thrust his hands deep
into thé pockets of his dressing-gown
and stalked over to me, He did not
eare that the others were watching
aod listening.

“Is it true?' he demanded staring
down at me, "You are not Mra, Wik
gpon? You are not married at all? All
that about belng neglected—and
loathing him, and all that on the
roof—there was no foundation of
truth "

I could only shake my head with-
out looking up. There was no defense
to make, Oh, I deserved the scorn in

. his volce.

“They—they persuaded you, I sup-
pose, and It waa to help somebody? It
was not a practical joke?”

“No.” 1 rallled a little spirit at
that. It bhad been anything but &
Joke,

Ho drew a long breath,

1 think I understand,” he sald
glowly, "but—you could have saved
me something. I must have glven you
all a great deal of amusement.”

“Oh, no” 1 protested. “I—I want
to tell you—"

But he deliberately left me and
went over to the door. There he
turned and looked down at Aunt Se-
lina. He was a littie white, but there
was no passion In his face,

“Thank you for telling mae all this,
Misa Caruthers,” Re sald easily, “Now
that yon and I know, I'm afraid the
others will miss thelr little diversion.
Good night.”

Oh, it was all right for Jim to
laugh and say that he was only huffed
a little and would be over It by morn-
ing, ! knew better. There was some-
thing queer fn his face as he went
out. He dld not even glance In my
direction. He had sald very little, but
he had put me as effectually ia the
wrong as If he had not kissed me—
deliberately kissed me—that very sve
hing, on the roof.

1 did not go to sleep agaln. I lay
wratchedly thinking things over and
trying to remember who Jezebel was,
and toward morning I distinetly heard
the knob of the door turn. 1 mis
trusted my ears, however, and so 1
got up quietly and went over in the
darkneas, There was no sound out-

'side, but when I put my hand on the

knob 1 felt It move under my fingara.
The coupter pressure evidently alarm.
od whoever It was, for the knob wam
relensed and nothing more happened.
But by this Ume anything so uncom-

| plicated as the fumbling of a knob as

night had no power to disturb me, 1
went back to bed. o’ L

CHAPTER XX.
Breaking Out In a New Place.

Hunger roused everybody eurly the
next morning, Friday. Lella Merper
had discovered s box of bonbons that
ehe hnd !ummt«m\nnd we  divided
them around., Aunt S8olina asked for
the candled frult and got (t—qulite a
third of the box. We gathered In the
lower hall and on the stalrs and nlb-
bled nauseating sweets while Mr,
| Harbison examined the telephone.

He did not glance In my direction,
Betty and Dal were helping him, and
he seemed very cheerful. Mnx sat
with meo on the stalirs. Mr. Harblson
had Just unserewed the telephone box
from the wall and was squinting into
It, when Belln came downstairs. It
was her first appearance, but as ahe
was  always Iate, nobody noticed.
When she stopped, just above us on
the staira, however, we looked wup,
and she was holding to the rall and
trembling perceptibly.

“Mr. Harblson, will you—can you
come upstairs? ahe asked. Her volee
was sirained, almost reedy, and her
lips wers white.

Mr. Harblson stared up at her, with
the telephone box in his hands.

“Why-——or—cortainly,” he sald, “but
unless it's very important, I'd like to
fix this talking machine. We want to
make a food record.}

“I'd ke to break a food record,”
Max put in, but Bella created a dl-
verslon by sitting down suddenly on
the stair just above us, and burying
heér face In her handkerchief,

“Jim s slek,” she sald, with a sob.
"He—he doesn't want anything to
eat, and his head aches. He-—aald for
me—to go-away and let him die!”

Dal dropped the hammer immed)
ately, and Lollle Mercer sat petrified,
with & bonbon half-way to her mouth.
For, of course, It was unexpecled,
finding sentiment of any kind in
Bella, and none of them knew about
the scene In the den In the amall
hours of the morning.

“Slek!” Aunt Selina sald, from &
hall chalr. “Sick! Where?™
“All over,” Bella gquavered. "His

“Do you mean—i"

poor head is hot, and he's thirsty, but
he doesnt want anything but wae
ter.”

“Great Beott!"” Dal sald suddenly,
“Suppose he should—Bella, are you
telling ua all his symptoms?"

Bolla put down her handkerchlef
and got up #rom her position on the
stalrs she looked down on us with
something of her old haughty manner,

“If he is lll, you may blume your
solves, all of you," she sald cruelly.
“You taunted him with belng—fat,
and laughed at him, until he stopped
oating the things he should eat. And
he has been exerclsing—on the roof,
until he has worn himself out. And
now—he I8 {1l. He—he has a rash.”

Everybody jumped at that and we
Instinetively moved away from Bella.
She was quite cold and scornful by
that time.

“A rash!"” Max exclaimed.
sort of rash?"

“T did not see 1L, Bella sajd with
dignity, and turning she went up the
stalrs.

There was a great deal of eoxcite
ment, and nobody except Mr. Harbi
son was willlng to go near Jim. He
went up at once with Bella, while
Max and Dal sat eravenly downstalrs
and wondered If we would all take it
and Aune told sbout a man she knew
who had it, and wae deaf and dumb
and blind when he recovered,

Mr. Harbison came down after a
while, and sald that the rash was
there, right enough, and that Jim &b-
solutely refused to be guarantined;
that he inslsted that he always got a
rash from early ptrawberries and that
it he did have anythlug, since they
were 80 touchy he hoped they would
all get it. If they locked him in he
would kick the door down.

When the doctor came he sald it
wos too early to tell positively, and
he ordered him lMquid diet and sald
he would be back that evening,

Which—the diet—takea me back to
the famine. After they had moved
Jim, Mr. Harbison went back to the
telephone, and found everything as
it should be, Bo he followed the tele-
phone wire, and the rest followed
him. ¢! did not; He had systematical-
ly Ignored me all morning, after hay-
Ing dared to kiss me the night before.
And any other man 1 knew, after look.
ing st me thoe way he had looked &
dozen times, would have been at least
reasonably glad to find me free and
unmarried. But it was clear that he
was not: I wondered if he was the
kind of man who always makes love

“What

tr tho other man's wife and runs like

mad when she Ia loft a ﬂnow or gots
a divoroe,

And Just when I had decided that 1
hated him, and that there was one
man [ knew who would pover make
love t0o a woman whom he thought
married and them be very dignifed
and aloof when he found she wasa't, 1
beard what was wrong with the teles
phone wire.

It had been cut! Gut through with
a palr of sllver manlcure sclesors
from the dresaing tdble In Bella’s
rdom, where Aunt Selina slept! The
wire had beon clipped where It came
into the house, Just under a window,
and the scipsors still lay on the will

It was mysterious enough, but no
one was Interested In Lthe mystery
Just then. We wanted food, and want.
od 1t at once. Mr. Marbison fixed the
wire, and the frst thing we did, of
course, was to order something to eat,
Aunt Bellna went to bed just after
luncheon with indigestion, to the re
llef of every one In the house., She
had been most unpleasant all morn
ing.

When she found herself {il,
evor, sho Insisted on having Bella,
and that made troubls st once. We
found Bella with her cheek agninst
the door into Jim's room, looking
maudlin while bBe shouted love mes
sages to her from the other slde. Al
first she refused to stir, but after
Anne and Max had tried and falled,
tho rest of us went to her in a body
and lmplored ber. We aald Aunt
Bolipa was In awful shape—which
she was, as to temper—and that she
had thrown .a ' mustard plaster at
Anne, which was true,

So Bella went, grambling, and Jim
was a maniane, We had not thought it
would be so bad for Belln, but Aunt
Selina fell asleep soon after she took
charge, holding Pella’'s band, and
slept for three hours and mever let
go!

About two that afterncon the sun
cameo out, and the rest of us went up to
the roof.

1 stayed on the roof sfter the oth-
ers had gone, and for some tme I
thought 1 was alone. After a while,
1 got & whiff of smoke, and then 1
saw Mr, Harblson far over In the cor-
ner, one foot on the parapet, moodily
smoking a pipe. He was gasing out
over the river, and paying no atten-
tion to me, This was patural, con-
sldering that I bad hardly spokem to
him all day.

I would not let him drive me away,
#o 1 sat still, and it grew darker and
colder. He filled his pipe now snd
then, but he never looked in my di
rection. Fioally, however, aa it grew
very dusk, he knoocked the ashes out.
and came toward me.

“l am golng to make a request, Miss
MeNalr,” he sald evenly. “Please keep
off the roof after sunset., There
are—reasons.” I had risen and wu
preparing to go downstairs,

“Upless 1 know the ressons, 1 re-
fuse to do anything of the kind," 1 re-
torted. He bowed.

“Then the door will be kept Joek.
ad,” he rejolned, and opened it for
me. He did not follow me, but stood
watehing until I was down, and I
heard him close the roof door firmly
behind me;

(TO Bl CONTINUED.)

how-

Ask the Groocer.

Paternalism with a vengeance Is
practiped In certaln New York gro-
ceries. It Is benevolent paternalism
though.

“Ma wants two pounds of sugar”
sald a child fo a patriarch in the
trade.

He consplted a calendar on the
wall,

“] guess you'd better take only a
pound today,” he saldw, “and go kind
of slow on that. The week is only
balf gone, but you have already eat-
en up threefourths of your allow:
ance, Tell your mother so"

The chlld promised to dellver the
report on financial depression.

“That is the only way on earth to
keep those people from running into
debt,” sald the grocer. “The system
I8 common In this pelghborhood. 1
do it at the cOstomers' request. Ev-
ery pay day women with spendthrift
husbands and an extravagant dispo-
gition of thelr own deposit enough
money with the grocer and butcher to
sea the family through the weok
They Instiruct us to let no one over
draw the dmount and except in cases
where extra food la actually needed
we stick to our end of the barguin*™

Care of Screens,

Window and door screens usunlly
got very dusty durlpg the latter part
of the summer, and It s poor econ
omy to put them away in that condi
tion; nelther s It & good fidea to
wash them just before storing unless
they are most carefully dried to pre
veat rusting. Kerosene applied with
A paint brush cleans the wires better
than water, and also prevents rusting

His Intelligence.

Negley—You seem 10 have a
oplulon of Poldler's Intelligence,

Gaymer—You would, too, {f vou
knew he had been looking In the city
directory three day's for Zlegler's ad-
dress and had got only as far as the
D',

poor

Good Soheme.
"Out al my uncle's the people go to
bed with the chickens.”
“Well, at the price chickens sell at
:mw they are certainly worth watch-
n‘.lt

Btin ﬁmoklng.
“In lhl other life,” said the new life
Ctaddist, “we almply dovalop what have'
boen our tasies In this. "

“Humph!” ejaculated a Hatener,

The New Verslon.
Take care of the pennies and the
dollars will take care of your helrs.—|
Life.

—— i

Officers Named for Imaginary Army

ASHINGTON.—An army that does

not exist s being oMoered by the
war department In obedience to the
mandate of congress. Fifty and more
men versed In the profession of arma
are already on the eligible liat for com-
migsions n this army, Three new
boards of army ofeers, composed of
sonsoned colonels, experienced majors,
captains and first and second Heuten-
pnts, were recently named (o pass upon
the qualifications of other candidatea
ambitious to direct lmaginary military
forces,

Artemus Ward's shoulder strap com-
pany of warriors, assembled to take
part in the bLig family feud of 1861.5,
had ot least one private—the humor-
ist himself, who was In command; but
the army of thg Unlted States volun-
teera is to have none. Don Quixote
armed with a blg stick, hig head pro-
tectad by a “Malbrino helmet," mount.
el on his charger, “Rosinante,” and

followed by the falthral S8ancho Panza

wasn A more real, more tangible and
more formidable force than the ghost
ly army of United States volunteers,
It's & joker In the Diek militia bill, en
nctod fnto law by congress on May 27,
1008,

The Dick bill originally provided for
an notunl army of United States volun.
teers slmilar to the volunteers who en:
lated for the Bpanish-Ameriean war
Aftar state organizations were found
to be troublerome,

The bill also provided for a separata
section for an eligible Hst from which
officers ware 1o be commissioned when
the army of United States volunteers,
subject only to the will of the com-
manderin-chlef of the armles of the
United States, might be called into be
ing In a condition of war.

The section providing for the wol
untésr ariny was stricken from the hill
in the course of n logisiative wrangle
over the privilege of the atatea Lo o
ganize voluntears, The authority ere
atitg the army was thus destroyed, bhut
the contingent section bringing luto ex-
istence the list of eligibles for the
army's commissionad oMl Moeras was not
disturbed. The blll thus passed con-
groas, disembodying the army but pro-
viding officers for it. That Is why
the war department Is now qualifying
men as eligibles,

Postal Clerks Ask

MPLOYEES of the postal service

partioularly the men employed It
the rallway mall branch, are making a
determined fAght for legislation under
which they may organize and amlinte
with the American Federation of La-
bor. Samuel Gompers, prealdent of
the federation, is supporting the move-
mant,

Many men formerly In the postal
service, but who were let out hecause
they were active In encouraging em-
ployees of the service to organize, have
told the committes of the wrongs
which they assert are dovpe the em-
ployees. In a general way, the griev-
unce of the employees Is that men are
frequently dlamissed for purely polit-
leal rensons, men let out of the sery-
iea have no recourse.

It is pointed out that the postofice
department now forbids the Individual
employee from laying any complaint
he may have before his senutor or
member of congress. The clvll gervice
commission has come In for much
criticlam because it has not taken
more interest in 'cases of dlamissed em-
ployeas. Wituesses have pointed out
to the committee that the commission
will not aet In the case of a diamlssed

employee unless it has prima facle evl

dence that the dismissal was becauss
of politiea. It is next to Imposaible,
say the dlsmissed.amployess who have
teatified, to prove that men were re
moved from the service through polil
leal Influence, .

Bome of the new mombers af (he
house who have become much Intorest
od In the grievances of the postal em-
ployees belleve a remedy of some norl
will ba found in the committes on clyll
dervice,

The whole subject s likely to hold
the attentlon of congreass throughout
this wspecial session and perhaps
{hroughout the regular session, Tha
commitiee on expenditures in the post.
office department bas been authorized
by the house to muake an Investigation
of the postofice department, and It
too, will go into this guestion as to
whether the employees of the differ
ont branches of the service are being
properly treated, *

Would Label tl';e Unspoken :‘Speeches”

THAT WAl A

PREYTY GoOD
SPERCH You
QIDNT MANF
— 1 ST
READ i1 1N
‘rltl ReC oM

EPREBENTATIVES VICTOR MUR-
DOCK, insurgent Republican, of |
Kansas; Swager Bherley of Kentucky
and Frank Clark of Florida, both Dem-
acerats, have been fighting to have
évery unspoken “speech” printed in
the Congressionnl Record Iabeled
something llke thisa: “Not dellvered In
the house of representatives,”
These men belleve that the Record,
as it now leaves the press, perpetrates
a fraud on the renader every time it de-

.clares that Congressman -——— do-

livered the following spesch on such
a date, when sll Congressman
did was to get permission to Insert In
it8 columns a carefully prepared man-
useript Intended for the consumption
of his constituents, at the expense of
the United States government,

“It {8 the only honest way,” de.

clared Murdock to the correspondent.

[P A

"The Record, under the present sys
tem, Is not a true report of the pro
ceedings of the house. It may waell
be that an artiele of value, prepared
by & member of congress, should be
printed in the Record, but It should be
80 deslgnated,

“But to my mind the greatest end
that would be attained under this ays
tem would be the shortening of
speaches In congress and the restors
tion of debate to a plane it once ocow
pled.

“The first resuit of labeling thing
in the record by thelr right names
would be the abandoning of the pros
ent abuse by Individual represents
tives. When a man's constituents be
gin to ask him, ‘Did you really deliver
this speech, or did you just have N
printed? he will quit the practice.

“Congress could not posgibly afford
the time that would be neceasary for
the delivery of all the apeoches that
appear in the Record. Therefore
speeches will have to be shortened,
and they ought to be. No man needs
an hour in congress to explain an
iden. Hulf an hour, and wsually less
ought to be enough for any man”

T ]

Auto-Suggestion Way of Keepmg Cool

WILTED representative, John J,
Fitzgerald of Brookiyn, N. Y.,
chalrman of the house appropriations
committes, s the first distinguished
convert to Dr. Harvey W. Wiley's
theory with respect to the effect of
auto-suggestion on the temperature of
the body, Mr, Fitegerald sat at his
desk all through = sizzling, swelter:
ing day, wearing a smile of perfect
peace. His coat was buttoned tight-
ly, the collar of it turned up around
his neck, and every pow and then he
phivered with uoseasonable delight.
Right In front of Mr. Filtzgerald a
large person with bushy black whis
kers lay on his stomach on & snow-
bank sqguinting through a transit or
pome other funny looking Instrument

of that sort., Teo his right another
Inrge person, clad In Turs, sat on A
rake of lce and seribbled buslly In a
notebook. In the middle distance
three Bakimo dogs fought over a dend
fah In the background dozens of
itately lce barges Hoated round casu
ally

“I'm certalnly happy that ‘1 found
this painting of the ‘Farthest North'
f the Greely expedition” sald Mr
Fitsgorald, referring to the enormous
anvas In front of him, which, mas

slvely
wosl will of the
dommittes’s room.
when he sayu this worrying about the

framed, covered most of the
big appropriations

“Dr. Wiley Is right

heat Is largely
mental attitude

the resullt of one's
I've been sitting here
looking at this pleture for an howr
and I am thinking of resuming my
winter flunnels. 1 wish [ could carry
It around with me."”

Chalrman  Fitzgerald found the
painting in the house “disoard” room
The lluslon 1s helped along by a bat
tery of electrio fans arranged on elth

er alde of the pleture, which makes i

| appear as If oooling breezes from the
very pole Itself were sweeping|
through the room.

This auto-suggesting business ‘s
fino,” Mr., Ftizgerald remarked to »
visitor “I'm golng to install & ple
ture of the burning of Rome o my
home next winter and see how wmuch |
can save on coal bille."

STONE N BLADDER REMOVED
IN REMARKABLE WAY

A year and & half ago T was taken with
& severs attack of that
pained me to such an extent t mor-

hine had to be given me., Was at

a doctor whe pronounced it as stona
in the bladder and bésl
Water. 1 took Lithin Water and ta
for some time and received no rellef
them. X ot

oath that same is true in substance and

in fuot,
A B, LEE, [
- Notary Publie.
S&aa‘
" .
Prove What
Buul g “ Do_For ‘l’:
Y.(urnmpllbtdo. It will
mb:omﬁ:t vah bl??nr :::. ?dc!lh."
. s
all about the kidneys and m

riting, be sure and mention this pnnr.
‘or sale at all dm‘ stores. Price fiftys
wnts and oo

The Unattainable.

Young Bachelor—I often wonder It

I am making enough money to get
married on.

Old Benedict—Well, I don't know

how much you're making; but you
aln't!—Puok,

Hefore taking the bLull by the horns
you should complete satiafactory amr
rangementa for letting go at the psy
chological moment,

The husband of & nagging woman
s apt to furnish - most of the be
cause,

sich Baudache snd Dllioas shtackas e

It's difioult for peopls to gensrate
advice that is foolproof,

hmd-wmf;mw  Bagainn

Many a man has discoverad thad
mm;ummmm

WOMEN
MAYAVOID
OPERATIONS

By E. Pinkham's
taking Lydia
Tho follovlau lottor from Mrs

&nn hor nnm
it ll for women

™ ot a mr ountion M
pud eame home

t may be uo
A e et |
than before,

Here Is her own mt. Ql
y Paw Paw, Hhh.—"'llwo

ham's

nnd ldld 'I‘od:yrnmmllmdu a
and do all my own housework.
my health Lydla E, Plnkhun'l
x'ogetablo Compound and ld\'iu

ends who are nl!llctod
fomale nompldnt t.“—l(rl
OrviLLE Rock, R 1. No.li. Faw P;'.
Miohigan.
If you are 111 do not d a

an operation is nlouury
take Lydia E. Piokham l e.g
Compound.

For thirt ars 1t has been the stan.

dard remedy for women's {lls, and has
positively restored the health of thou-
gands of women. Whydon't you try it9

Why Rent a Farm

and be compelled to pay to your lundlord most
of your hard-earn profita? Own your own
farm, Seoure a Free Homestyad in
Hnnito Sllknh.lu-ul or
ta, or purchase
hnu n one of these
districta -ml

r“‘:’a I- I.l‘:

aSvYery yaar.

Land purchased 3
years ago sl $10.00 an
mere has recently
changed hapds at
SO0 an acre. The
crope grown on these
lands warrant the

You can

by cattle ralsing dalrying mised

l:‘naln[ and .ll‘? rowd n
the tac
besaies o Pt

Free bomestend and r'-
lom arvas, as weil as land
held by ralleay and land com-

SN sdvance.

il
G e o
i i,
| chu:lu. l.l::d b::w
retiways.

angd churches. g

we dmlilisrn’ Milee, ﬁ""'ﬁ"
Hiwrature "Las Best West, " haw
W rea sl e connt
Uouiam, write to
Ttln, ONta

Raas 4 Bos B0, Snale, b
hn.ﬂthh-.q-i“rn




