THL NLW LL DORADO

EDWIN MODRIS e TR
e ' — MEXICO'S WEALTHIEST MAN

Not unlike the mighty estates of
the old patroons, who used to own tre
mendous tracta of Jand around New
York and whose sway Was more pow-
erful than that of the most pulssant
feudal baron in Europe, is that of
(Gen. Don Luls Terrazas, “boss” of the
state of Chihuahua, owner of more
than half the land included within its
wide boundaries and the richest man
in Mexico. His wealth is estimated
at not less than $26,000,000 gold and
many estimate |t much higher. Ter-
ragas s of Interest at this time, for
many people are saylng that he and
his sondn-law, Enrique Creel, are re-
sponaible for the rebellion In Mexico.

Gen. Don Luis Terrazas has lived
all s Ufe In Chihuahua, His parents
were amall landowners before the in-

Mexico by the French,
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STREET 1Y TWE PERNANENT SETTLEMENT *

N the summer of 1909, when gold was
discovered in the Poroupineé Lake min-
Ing district of Canada, about 500 miles
north of Toronto, the reglon WAs &0
inaccossible and the conditions of iife
were 80 hard that nothing except the
lure of gold could have brought white
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men to the spot

marah filled with trees.

and the snow rose to the foreat branches.
summeor there wns a pest of Insects

noas—buszed all the day.
Jald off and the mosquitoes came on.

oonld have llved at
pence; when his face would not
have been wtinging; when his
swollen features would not have
made him grotesque,

But few had ever suffered, be
oause Lhere were only a few to
suffer. Only an ocoasional trap-
per ever penetrated the wilder
ness, The, prospector had not
pome, because the prospector, as
n rule, goes only where mountains
beckon. The prospector did not
know that mountains, ke testh,
may wear off untll only thelr roots
remain, Nor did the prospector
know (hat, In the great denlistry
of natlure, thesse mountaln roots
are somotimes filled with gold and
sllver, nickel and iron, o
Yot such Is the fuct. When the
world was younga mounisin range J

man belng

extonded from Minnesots, moross Ontario, to Lab-
mador, Nobody but geologists make the state
ment with confidence. They say (hese moun-
taine wore the oldest mountains on the contl
nent; that they were old whon the Rockies were
yet unformed; that the glacial drift and the dis
' ng effects of untold milllons of years
heat and cold have worn them away untll only
the(“roots” remain; and they polut to the roots
a8 proof of thelr theory.

, The roots are there. Anybody can see them.
Bome of them are below the surface, some are
above. Over most of the roots are n fow feet
of earth, but, hore and there, a huge shoulder of
rook thrusts Itself above the surface; here and
there a great lédge plows ita way through the
forests and then disappears in the marsh; and
nowhere can one dig far without coming to rock.
| A slogular lpeldent explains, perhaps, why
theao mountaln roots were not permitted to re-
main untouehed for anothor hundred miltion
years, The incldent had ila Inspiration in poll
tios. The Oniarlo government felt that it was
losing strength with the farmers, Wise men In
the minletry looked around to see what could be
Mdone. The farmers in the “clay belt” had been
clamoring for & rallrond. The ministry decided
that it would be good politics to give it to them.
Bo It wes declded to bulld a rallroad from North
bay, on tha shores of Lake Niplesing, to connect
with the great transcontinental line, under con-
struction farther north,

It was while this rmilroad was bullding that
Frod La Rose, n momber of the coustruction
gang, blusted his way into an old mountain root,
made himself vich, made Coball, made mors than
a score of multimillionaires and cauvsed Canada,
which had produced almost no silver, to produce
18 per cent. of the world's output. Two men, In
slx days, trundled out $67.000 worth of silver
with a wheelbarrow. As an indireot result Sud-
bury became the world's chief producer of nickel,

All of which aeemed to be againat the rules
made and provided by nature, Canadn had never
Been known as a sllver coumtry. Near Cobalt
thers was nothing on the surface to indieate that
silver might be near. But no eyo had seen helow
the surface. No mind bhad dreamed of the gold
and silver filled roots of worn-off mountalns, An
explanation was required-—and goologista who ex-
amingd the formations gave ft,

The geological assurnnce that the entire re-
glon might be wsprinkled with preclous metals
quickly caused the country around Cobalt to be
prosipected. Butl prospecting in forest-covered
marshes does not procesd mapldly. Not untll the
_summer of 19090 did prospectors push 250 miles
northward, to the reglon of Porouplne lake,
There fs sbout ss much uncertainty with re

Everywhoers wias a

fliis™ il trucklesn, low-iying forest. Perhaps

« ~ o i it would be more nearly accurate to
I

bTL |III say that overywhere was A great

In the winter
the temperature dropped to 60 degrees below zero
In the
Polponons
binck flies—almost invigible becauss of their small-
At nlght the black flles
Thers was
never a summer hour, by day or nlght, when a hu-
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gard to who first
discovered gold In
Porcupine as there
is with regard to
who discoverod
America. George
Bannerman, how.
over, appears to be
the Columbus of
the occaslon. Ban-
nerman, an old
prospector, in July,
1909, scraped the
mosa from a bit of
the surface of u
projecting rock and
saw wet flakes of
shining gold Atar
ing up at him from
the quartz. But the
first great discov-
ery was made by
& gang ol prospec-
tors headed by
Jaock Wilson. Wil
son, or one of his subordinates—no two reports
on this polnt are alike—found the great "Dome

that bears Wilson's name. The “Dome” s a
ridge of rock, 550 feet long, 40 to 80 feet wide,
20 to 30 feet above ground, and no one yel knowa
how deep, that is heavily laden with gold. Pull
the moss from it anywhere and there Is gold.

Nothing In the history of gold mining better
fllustrates the eccentricities of gold miners than
the discovery of the “Dome.”” The dlscovering
party consisted of three men, headed by Jack
Wilson, The expedition was financed by a Chi
cugo man named Bdwards, who was engaged In
the manufacture of lighting fixtures. Edwards
was to put up all the money In return for &
half interest in anything that might be disbov-
ered. Wilaon was to have a quarter interest and
each of the other two an elghth,

For severnl weeks they proaspected, first to the
eant of Porcupine lnke, in Whitney township, then
to the west, In Tisdale township. They found
gold and staked mome clalms, DBut the great
“Dome,” although they camped, some of the time,
within sight of it, almost escaped them. It waa
finally discovered, according to the story that
is generaily belioved, only because one of Wil
gon’'s subordinates stumbled across it. He was
not & miner, knew nothing about geclogy, but did
know enough 1o scrape off moss. Also, he had
eyes. When the moss wans off he could not help
seelng the gold. The great ridge that was hence-
forth to be known as the “Wilson Dome” had
been found. Btakes were driven and clalm lald
to the huge boulder,

Perhaps the most remarkable story, however,
that has come out of the Porcupine was told by a
prospector pamed “Bil"* Woodney.

A mining man whom 1 belleve to be rellable told
me that Bl came to him one day and showed him
o remarkably rich plece of gold quartz, st the
same time asking him where he supposed it came
from.

“Not from anywhere In Canada,” was the reply.

“I thought you would say that” waa the com-
ment, “but you are wrong."

Then “BiN" told his story,

He said the guarts was given to him by a widow,
Her husband had been accldentully killed a short
time before she gave it to him, The widow told
him that the quarts came from & veln near Lake
Abitibl, n frigid sheet of water up toward Hudson's
bay, 300 miles north of Cobalt. Her husband and
two other men whom she pamed had found the
veln. They had not staked thelr claims and regis-
tered them with the government at Toronts, be
cause such registration would have been a notifiea-
tion to the world that they had found gold in the
region. Winter waa noar when the discovery was
made and they wanted to return in the spring,
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prospect the country thoroughly and stake out ev-
erything in sight.

During the following winter the husband of the
woman who was o0 soon to become a widow was
serfiously Injured In a mil. In a few days he
reallzed that death was near. He sent for the two
prospectors who had accompanied him to Lake
Abitibl. They came. -

“Boys,” sald he, “T guées I've got to dle. T can't
g0 back with you in the apring to stake the claims,
I want you to promise me that if I die you will give
the old woman a third of what we found last year."

The men promised. The wife heard them. But
she didn't belleve them.

The widow had told Bill who the men were.
He knew them. He knew where they were work-
ing. Bil hired out in the same place. In the course
of a fow weoks one of them told him that they wera
going to quit at a certaln time In the spring and
take a long canoe and hunting trip In the country
far to the north,

That was good enough clew for Bill. Two weeks
hefore the announced time for the men to start
Woodney quit his job, packed his kit and started
for Lake Abitibl himself,

When he reached the lake he drew his canoe
from the water, hid it in the “bush,” as Canadians
oall n forest, and prepared to walit,

On the eighth day of his vigll, as he was peering
out of the bushes, he saw the sight that he had
waltaed so long to see. Down the placid river came
two canoes, outting their ways through the cool
waters and leaving futiron wakes In the resr.

Late in the afterncom Bill saw the two specks
disappear in what seemed to be an inlet.

The first night there was no fire, but the next
day Bill saw a blue spiral of emoke curling from the
bushes back of the lake.

For five days and nights the fires burned. Then
there was no mora fire, day or night., Evidently the
men had gone. Blll wanted to be sure, so he walted
three more days, Then he went down to the lake
where his eanoe was hidden, put it Into the water,
took palns to observe that there was on the lake
no sign of human life, then slowly paddled his way
along the shore, looking for the Inlet.

Bill was paddllng as quletly as he could when, at
the “knuckle"” of the water finger—a point where
the inlet was not more thun B0 foet wide—he sud-
denly saw on the left bank—the two prospectors!
The noxt Inatant one of them threw an ax at Dill's
canoe that all but cut it In two and sunk It as guick-
1y a8 n mino could sink a battieshlp.

Woodney doesn’t know yet why he ls alilve. He
peemed to have uo chance to live., It was two
against one and the one was in the water. Bo wera

his food, his weapons and his tools, If he were not
murdered during the next second It seemed certaln
that bhe would starve during the next month. Not
that he thought out all of thess things while he was
sinking, He thought out nothing. All he did was to
act first and think afterward. A few strokes with
his hands and a few kicks with his feet put him
against the bank. No rabbit ever took a trall faster
than Dill took to the brush.

The rest of this story ¢an be told In short sen
tences, Hunger, within the next forty-elght hours,
drove Woodnay into the very eamp of the men
who would have slain him. He crept up to them,
late st night, and stole thelr food, He could not
wieal much at & time, but he stols enough to keep
him alive., He atole, not once, but three times. The
next time he wenit to steal they were not there
They bhad pulled up camp and gone, bug and bag
gage. He took hia life In his hands the next day
and went down to see the claims they had staked,
He didn't find a stick or a sign of u clalm. He
couldn't even find anything himself that seemed
worth clalming.

The prospectors never returned. Whether they
were upset and drowned In one of the many rap-
ids; whether they fell to 8ghting and killed each
other, no one knows. Nor have they ever filed a
¢laim to are bodles along Lake Abitibl
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‘lilen Mexico began to try for free-
dom from the foreign Invaders Ter-
razae, then a young man without in-
fluence, starting with a small body of
valiant followers, bullt up a force sufficlent to drive the French out of the
northern part of Mexico. Later when the French were defeated in the south
and the empire overthrown with the death of Maximillan, Terrazas took
charge of the portlon of Mexfoo now comprised by the state of Chihuahua.

Later came Diaz, and Terrazas lent his ald In subduing and forming
the republle, recolving ble reward “to have and to hold” the state of Chl
hushun. Nominally he was elected governor. Renlly he was made the boss
of the state, and while he has not held office as governor continually he has
dictated the election of every one who has been chosen and mostly the mantle
has fallen on the shoulders of some member of his own family, Therein lles
the cause of the present rebellion. Citizens of Chihuahus who have taken up
arms against the present government declare that Terrnzas and his clan
have gobbled Chlhushua; that they can only live there now as peons; that
those In power are growing richer and richer every day, while the common
people are growing poorer and poorer.

Short of stature, weazened and wrinkled, with lis short, white beard and
his Mexican cowboy dress, he walks the streets of Chihuahua today in spite
of his seventy-eight years, calmly collectiing his 12 per cent. and apparently
unadvised that there 18 a rebellion {n his realm which threatens to strip
him of the power he has wielded for more than 30 years,

PASTOR TO HAVE BIG CHURCH

Rev. Charles F. Aked, who talked
seriously of resigning the pasiorate
of the Fifth Avenue Baptist church
the Rockefeller church—in New York
city because of the supposed fallure
of a pretentious buslding project on
which he had set his heart, seems to
have won his polnt, As a result Goth-
am Is likely to have the greatest
church on modern institutional lines
in the ‘world.

John D, Rockefeller hags a plan un-
der consideration for presenting his
Fifty-fourth street home and his ad-
joining realty holdings as a site for
the new home of the congfegation.
The trustees of the Fifth Avenue
church huve for three years been
looking for a sultable gite on which
to build a church such as Dr. Aked
deaires, but the commliitee in charge
fniled to make a selection. Mr. Rock-
efeller has recentdy-purchased a num-
ber of plots surrounding his home

2 and It is belleved that he Is rounding
out his holdings so that they may become avallable for the new church site
If the trustiees fall t¢

The Rockefell
the owner profe
up his clty resid I
lating. The play :
new church ttm.. T,L
world. m'
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MEMBER OF COMMERCE COURT

The succesasor in the interstate com-
merce commisslon of Martin Knapp,
who was recently appolnted to the
new gommerce court, is Prof. Balthu-
ser Henry Meyer, one of the most
prominent educators in the country
and an avthority of notg on political
economy aL’ sociulogy.

Professo: .. ser is a native of Wis-
consin, & g “duate of the University
of Wisconsin and the Unlversity of
Berlin, and has been an educator
since 1884, when he taught a district
school In his native state. He has
been & member of the Wisconsin rall-
way commission and the new federal
rallway security Investigating com-
mission and has written many {mpor-
tant articles on rallway legislation
nond administration and other econom-
le subjects,

The professor also served ar expert
special agent for the bureau of the
census and interstate commerce com-
misslon,

WOULD SAVE ROADS BIG SUM

No man has been more in the pub
lle eye of late than Louls D. Brandels,

though very iarge, Is not strictly modern, and
antico hills estate, It is understood that he will give
p church trustees accept certain offers he is formu-
Rockefeller and Dr. Aked, It 1s sald, Is to make the
and most influentinl Institution of its kind in the

who not long ago declared that the
rallways could save $1.000,000 a day
by proper and efficient management.
Mr. Brandeis first ocame (nto promi-
nence in 1904, when as the head of

the Public Franchise league of Boston
he wins involved in the struyggle over

the reorganization of the DBoston gas
companies. Largely through his In
fluence legislation was put through
which permitted the unification of the

gas compunies on a unlque prineciple.
The total capltalization of the pew
company was made the same as that
of the valuation of the securities of
the consolidated companies. The price
of gas was set at 00 cents a thousand
foet. On that basls the company wus
allowed to pay seven per cent. on
its stock and one per cent extra
for every reducton of five cents g
thousand feet In the price of gas. The
plan worked successfully.

Mr. Brandels next became prominently known through his share In
esnabling the saviogs banks of Massnchusetts to wilte Industrial insurance,
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