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\.llcluﬂémt mission of extending the

Uncle

_ Sam's Clampion}
Juvenile Corn Growers

WALDON FAWCETT

HE United Htates govern-
ment s now at work
upon one of the most Am-
bitlous and, by. the by,
one of the most interost
ing projects it has ever
undertaken. It §s noth-
ing short of a scheme for
moving the “corn belt”
Or perbaps It would be
more accurate to call It
n crusade for extending
the “corn belt,” for there s no de-
sire to Interfere with the growing of
our greatest sgricultural staple In
that broad section of the country
whers corn has loug been the prinecl
pal standby of the farmer. The new
plan of the department of sgricul
ture—{or of course that is the branch
of our government machinery that has
charge of this new aotivity—Is simply

in effoct 1o make two blades of grass
grow where only one grow before.

Although all the world has been
gasping In astonishment these many
yearm past at the bumper erops of
corn this country turne out each year,
the exporis of the government some
tima since came to the conclusion
that great as was the natlonal ocorn
yleld it was not ns blg as It ought to
be. Furthermots, they thought they
foresaw a time when, with our rapldly
growing population, the corn crop
would not be any too big for our own
American appetite and, of course, If
that came to pass, we would lose more
or lesa of our forelgn trade, for a vaat
quantity of Yankee corn products now
find their way to dinner tables over
pons.

On the theory of a atlteh In time
the agricultural sharps proceeded to
gel busy over this impending prob-
lem. First they sot about Increasing
the yield of corn per acre and latterly
they have entered upon the evon more

corn growlng area, As. our readers
are aware most of the arop has

boen grown heretofore in the middle

west—in states such as [Minols, Indlans, lowa
and Nebraska. But the government axperts
socouting around soonm came to the conclusion
that as good or better corn than America had
known could be raised In prolific quantity

south If only the people south of Mason
and Dixon's line could be aroused to the pos-
sibilitios lying dormant at thelr doors,

Waking up theso southern farmers to their
opportunities is the present work of

one of the most ofMclent organigations In Uncle
Bam’s agricultural corps. It was nothing short
of an (nspiration that the experts hit upon the
plan of proving that thelr corn “falry tales"
could come tfue through the medium of the
farmer boys of the south. The lads were enlisted
fu thls country wide “demonstration work” and
45000 of them have lately been giving thelr fa-
thers object lessons right at home. What is more,
mwany of the fathers have taken the lessons to
Beart and aftor seding with thelr own eyes what
phanomenal ylelds can be made If corn be culs
tivaled ne tho “"book ohups” nt the ngrioultural
depariment prescribe they have become oconverts
e the new Ideas and have announced that hence
forth they will cultivate corn the way thelr sons
huve been dolng those past fow months. It will
mean only a fraction more time and work and it
means production doubled or trebled or quad-

‘Of courss the government gave Instructions
o these lnds as to how to ULl the soll in the most
advantageous manner, but the enthuslaosm which
resulled In corn harvests that have made the
whole world sit up and take notice was inspired
By competltive contesis for the winners in which
all sorts of prizes”were offered-—townshlp prizes,
village prizes, county prizes, state prizes, and
goodness knows what, all in the way of trophies
culminating In each state in a “grand prize” in
the form of a sightseeing trip to Washingion, all
expenses pald, for ona boy. Of course, the gov-
ernment did not offer these prizes. Uncle Bam
has no money avallable for such purposes, but
the department of agriculture engineered the
scheme and got the publiosplirited citizens
than & dozen siates so Interested that
p thd prizes mentioned. Individuals
sbankers and merchants and organiz
as boards of trade, county superin.
of education, chambers of commerce,
buted to the list of prises which in the
footed up to more than $40,000
whole movement, alike to other simllar
crusades, has been under the direc
divislon of farmers’ co-operative dem-
work of the department of agriculture
d officers of this Institution have
systematio effort on the part of
corn growers by orgnnizing what
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are known as corn
olubs, Therenare
greal  numbers  of
township clubs all
over the land—the
township beilng the
standard unit of organization—and there are
county clubs In about 600 different countles.
Clreulars of instruction, prepared by Dr. 8. A.
Knapp, the government expert, who s the Sol-
omon of this movement, are prepared and
sent several times during the year to each in-
dividual boy who is enrolled In this work.
Seed selection and the preparation of the
soll are taken up first in these courses of In-
struction by mall {supplemented by the advice
of the field workers of the department who
are continually travellng about to supervise
and give practical instruction.) All the boys
who won the biggest prizes pald very ecareful
attention to the Instructions on this score and
plowed thelr acres from eight to sixteen inches
decp and thoroughly pulverized their seed beds.
Even more careful advice is given the boys on
the very vital subject of fertilization and one rea-
son why so many of these lads have at the first
go off gotten better corn crops than their fathers
have ever been able to produce with all thelr ex-
perionce back of them [s that the youngsters
have none of the contempt of the old fogles for
new-fangled ideas and have been not only willing
but eager to master u genernl knowledge of anitro-
gen, potash, phosphorus, ete, as agrioultural alds
and the effect of leaves, wood mold, baruyard
manurs, eto.

The whole plan of computing and comparing
yields in this country-wide corn-growing competi-
tlon Is done In the most aystematic and business-
like manner. With swarms of keenly Interested
boys walching each other's orops llke hawks
there Ils not much opportunity for deception of
any kind, but in addition to this Insurance of pub-
lloity of methods and yields the department of
agriculture has 18 own ofMicers In the fleld all
the while and they rigldly Investigate any asus-
pielous reports just as the feld workers of the
United States census have been probing into the
enumeration In any town or olty that scemed to
show an undue inorease in population since the
last census, BDe It sald to the credit of the boy
corn growers that almost nons of them have
fallen under susplicion on any score.

In making up the records of the young corn
growers and awarding the prizes that are offered
the government officials take into conslderation
other Lhings than the mers crop yleld, regardleas
of cost of oultivation and every other fastor,
Indeed, in making awards there are consldered
in addition to yleld, the cost per bushel, the best
ten oars of corn ralaed and the written history
of the crop prepared by the boy who ralsed it
Not all the boys who won the big priges and were
personally congratulated by President Taft in the
White House at Washington made the largest
vields In thelr states. The economical side was
ayways taken into ‘consideration in giving out
the prizes and in apportioning the diplomas of
merit which Secretary Wilson personally pre-
sented to the boys who called on him at Wash-
lngton,

The boys who have won rank as Uncle Sam's
champion corn growers in every lunutance “made
good” by exhibiting thelr prize producis at their
respective ocounty falrs where thelr nelghbors
oould ses with their own eyes what they mcocown-
plished by the new method of tilling the soll, In
many counties the distribution of the county

prizes for corn growing was made a redetter
event this past autumn aApd as many as 1,000 to
1,600 persons hnvg assembled at a county seat
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to see prises awarded to lads who are poluting
the way Lo Increased averages of corn produc-
tion In the south, and Incldentally to a partiel
solutlon of the Increased cost of living. And no
old-time farmer ean sneer that the showings
made in this twentleth.century corn growing are
spurts of no practical significance. On the con-
trary the government officials have applied mod-
ern hookkeeplng methods to the business slde of
the proposition and the reported costs of produec-
tlon can be accepted as falr metunl costs,

The ylelds made during the past season by
these young corn growers have been truly aston-
Ishing and some of them are almost past the
bellef of farmera who have been getting an aver-
nge of, say, 32 to 40 bushels of corn per acre
in cholee corn country in the middle west. In
one Misulasippl county 48 boys avernged 92
bushels per acre. In one Bouth Carolina county
20 boys produced 1,700 bushels of corn on 20
acres, In another county In that pame siate 142
boys averaged 62 bushels per acre. One lad
made $1,000 from a single acre of corn. Jerry
Moore of Winona, 8, C., the champion corn
srower of the world, got the amazing yleld of
228 bushels to the acre. Steve Henry of Loulsi
ana carried off the highest honors for economionl
farming, producing on his acre nearly 140 bushels
at & cost of only 18 cents per bushel. Joe Blone
of Georgla, youngest and smallest of the national
prize winners, s only eleven years of age, but
he produced 102 bushels to the acre at a cost of
20 cents per bushel. Next season the socope
of the corn-growing competition {8 to be greatly
extended and the government may also strive
to get the country girls of the United States
into a slmilar competition, only, of course, it will
not be corn growing but vegetable gardening with
canning and preserving as a “side lne."

Those Church Suppers!

Church sales, dinnoers, teas und the llke are
not only means for promoting soeclal enjoyment
nnd incidentally of replenishing the treasuries
of the organleations which provide them. ‘These
functions aerve a real and wvaluable economic
purpoge, as I Indicated by the lady whom BHdna
K. Wooley quotes In the Toledo Blade., This
lndy, weary of the work of providing three meals
a day for her famlly, conslsting of herself, her
husband and her daughter, fAnds a pew joy In
living at this time of year, and explains.-why:;
“Last night we went to a roast beef dinner. To-
night we are golng to a Methodist progreasive
supper. My husband hates those progressive
suppers, because we start with soup at the
church, you know, then go io some house for the
meat course and finlsh up at some other house
for the dessert. He says when he site down to a
meal he likea to fAnlsh the job on the spot, in-
stead of getting up every little while, putting on
his hat and coat and galloping out into the cold
and cruel world to resume hie eats at some other
stand. But I think it's fun. It's & blessad change.
Tomorrow night we go to a Presbyterian church
supper. That's only 206 cents, too, and 1 don't
see how they do it for the money. The next one
after that {s an Eplscopal turkey supper, and the
next is also a turkey supper at the Unltarian
church, Then come the Disciple and Congrega-
tion church suppers, and by that time you'll see
my cheeks sticklng out with rich living. What
would we poor home cooks do If It wasn't for the
church suppers? They give us a rest trom the
eternal routine of planning and cooking the daily
meals, Nobody that hasn't tried that three-meal-
a-day business knows what a grind It geta to be.
1 don't bellove there's a man on earth would
stand for IL

POLICE JUDGE A SOLOMON

The author of the famous Pollard
Pledge is William J, Pollard, He waa
maglstrate of the Dayton Btreet po-
lco court in 8t Louls, when one day
A man was brought before him on the
oharge of having beaten his wife, The
case agninst him was clear and he was
gentonced to six months to the work:
house, ‘Then the wife began to ory
and to plead for the man she bhad
brought before the court.

“He 18 the sole suppoert of my six
children and myself,” she sald “It
you send him to jall, Judge, we will
ptarve. [ would rather take hisn bent-
{ngs and have food for my little onos,
Plenne, Judge, let him go.”

Judge Pollard was In a quandary.
He looked at the brutal face of the
prisoner, and he gazed at the tearful
wife He picked up his pen and
, wrote n fow lines on & sheet of paper,
. / ’,,r.“'-,;:), L ,?/; |"I hhn\‘n writlo’u here llt p!o;dno by

‘ IR E A which vou promise to abstaln com:

[é&ﬁ?}m%ﬁﬁf pletely from the use of Intoxiosting

ligquors for one year from date,” said the
Judge to the prisoner, “and you will report to me at my home two evenings
each week, that I may judge whether or not you are keeping the pledge. If
you sign this pledge 1 will withhold sentence upon you, but if you ever vio-
lute this pledge within the veasr, 1 will send a policeman after you and send
you to the workhouse for six months.'
The prisoner signed the pledge and left the court room with his wife,
So was born the famous “Pollard Pledge Plan” that has swept around the
world, The man who had beaten his wife nine years ago when the pledge
was created became a4 model citizen. He kept his word with the judge, who
was willing to give him a chance.
The Pollard Pledge plan of dealing with unfortunates whose besetting sin
Is strong drink Is now followed In many elties beyond the munlelpality in
which it originated, and has' been oven enacted into law in England by an
act of parliament. Vermont has Incorporated it among her lawes and even
In Auvstralla and New Zeuland the plan s In operation,

“JIM” MARTINE OF JERSEY

One of the pleturesque figures In
the next United States senate will be
James E. Martine of New Jersey.
“Jim" Martine Is new Jersey's first
Democratie senator In 16 years, He
I8 & man of many mannerisms that
have caused pome persons to call him
eccentrie, but it 18 clalmed that My,
Martine I8 not an eccentric person by
any menns. The f[act is, In his home
you would take him to be a southern-
er of the old days. On the strects
of Plainfield you will see him stroll-
ing along, wearing his fedora hat
(Kentucky colonel style) shading his
eyes, and calling to first one man
and then another.

Like ull men who enjoy mingling

with the publle, Mr. Martine has his
hobblies, and his pet ones are politics,
farming and oratory. The last-named
came to him as a birthright. As for
politics, Mr. Martine is a politician for
the love of It. Of his 61 years 48 have
actually been engaged In politics. As a politieal sticker, Mr. Martine has an
unusual record. Defeat after defeat has followed his battles, but nothing
daunted him, and he at least had the satisfaction of running mhead of his
ticket.
As a farmer, Mr, Martine not only fell into that occupation by Inheritance,
but he loves to he known as a tlller of the goll. When his father dled the
elder Martine left one of the finest and most valuable estates in Plainfleld, and ¢
of course, the responsibility of Its care fell upon the broad shoulders of “Farmer
Jim,” who has always taken the greatest pride in keeplng It up. The house at
Cedar Brook ls one of the oldest In New Jersey and has a history that any
Amerioan family might be proud of.

NEW FEDERAL JUDGE NAMED

The recent appointment by Presl.
dent Taft of Representative Walter
Inglewood Bmith of lowa to be a
Judge of the elghth clreult of the fed
eral court to succeed Judge Van De
vanter, promoted to the supreme court
bench, has created considerable stir
In political elrcles.

One of the princlpal reasons for
political Interest In the appointment
of Judge Bmith Is connected with the
fact that a candldate presented by
progressives for the same position
was Representative George W, Nor.
ris of Nebraska, Insurgent leader, who
directed the revolution last March
which resulted In the oustlng of Spenk
er Cannon from the rules commitios
Judge Smith has been In congress
dlneca 1900,

Judge Bmith was born in Counch
Bluffs, July 10, 1862, He reeeived a
~ common school education, studied law
was admitted to the bar, in December, 1882, and was elected judge of the Fif.
teenth Judicinl district of lowa In 1500, and re-elected In 1894 and 189K He
wis elecled to congress In November, 1800. He has been in the housa of rep
resentatives continuously since that time und was reelectod lust November.

TOGA FOR TENNESSEE EDITOR

Luke Lea, practical owner of the
Nashvilla Tennesseenn American, and
youngest leading politiclan in Tennes
see, has been named by the genern)
agsembly to succeed to the seat
the United Btates senate held by
James B. Frazier, His election ia
the last echo of the tragody o which
ex-United States Senator
waa Killed,

AL the time Carmack was shot ha
was editor-in-chief of the Tenneasee-
an, Lea is generally spoken of .us
“the man who made Governor Patter
son” in the first place, and the gl;l;,
who contributed more subsequently
than any other in defeating him, after
he had pardoned Colonsl (‘nupvlr lm:
prisoned for the Carmack klil!m;’

Lea s B2 years of nga, a grnsiuntn
of the University of the Bouth at Pe
wanee, and Is the second Luke Leoa tn

attain prominence in the
e 2 palitics
Tennessee, He Is the son of Overton Lea, a descendant of Andrew lm-km::,r

He came into prominence locally in 1906 when he took charge of t
Home Telephone company’s fight against the Cumberland Talephons c'mupunl:
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Carmack

—

for a franchise In Nashvilie, In 1907, when the county unit pry .
adopted, Lea supported Senator Carmack. Primaty plan was




