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HOUBANDE of travelors
hopefully seck Venlee year
ly, thelr lmaginations long
fed by the painters and po
ets who %ave pletured the
beautiful city in hued and
terms which, though It may
be truo to tholr own highly
cultivated senses, tend to
bring no itle diaappoint-
ment to the ordinary be-
holder. For Veules, but too
often, proves to the latter
not quite th¥ fairy Venlese
of his vigloning, his chief dis
appointment belng, perhaps.
e Inck of those glowing
oolars which he has bheen
led by books and ploture
galleriee o expect. And nowadays thls falling
whort of his ldeal I8 "nereased by the vulgarising
effect of the penny stoamboat—ihe vaporetlo,
with which the Venetlans seein #0 conlentoed—
that sets his gondoln rocking as It passes, and
stira up tbat in Yhe sleeping eanal waters which
had  better been let le; to say nothing of the
motor-boat, which Is threatening to do for the
gondole what the “taxl” is doing for our hangoms
al home,

It wuch o traveler be leaving Venlee with a
songe of dissppointment, let him by no means
depart till he has visited the fisher islund of Bu-
rano; for, If he but choose his day and Lour well,
he will assuredly take home with him s satisfy-
ing pleture of one spot at least, glowing with
color and teeming with a pletureésque 1ife, that
bag outrun biy most hopeful Imaginings.

There can be few more pleasant experiences
on o fine, warm afternoon In spring or aatumn-—
in early May or mid-September for eholee—than
Lo take n gondola, with two good rowers, and win
one's firet slght of Burano,

A gondola It must be, not the vaporetio, that
one may arrive alone or with a well-chosen com-
panlon, snd not we one amongsl a crowd of chat
tering, sight-secing snapshotters,
| The way to Burauo takes one through ahout
slx milos of lagoon Inndeoape to the opsiward of
Venlce. The island 18 situated about five miles
northeast of Vouico, in northern Italy, The chief
Industries of the people are market gardening,
bullding of bonts and fishing; the women are em.

yod principally-in iree-making. The island of

roelle-also beloogs 10 Burano. It Is located on
an adjacont lale and the principal attractions that
would Interest trovebers are the two museums of
sntiguitiox and the cathedral, which was bulit in
the seventh century and was rebullt durlng the
your 1008, ‘Thiz cathedral contning many valu
uble mosalen
b Jt i & populous Uttle place, with a busy eom-
munity of fisherfolk and lsce-makers. Ia the
wirugkle for existence it has fured botter than itw
wldeprind once mofé prosperoul neighbors, Mas
fl'!p mnd Torcello; the former It has, In fact,
anhexed by weans of a long: arching, wooden
bridge, which, sean (vom, Lthe low weal of 0 gon
dola, Jooks like that on a willow-pattern plate.

Approaching. the lsland, one may find one'a
gondols pasaing on passed by inoreasing numbers
of fshing bouts raciug each other home to Bu
rano, finely bronsed, ntatuesque men stasd. bend-
fng lustlly to thelr oars, thelr halfclad forms
ghowing many a fine play and molding of muscle.
The salls of these boats are of delightful color.
ing—#affron wnd slenna, orange, red and burnt
wmwber—and are often emblasonsd with fantastie
designe, or with stars, flowers or portraits of
patron saints,

Then the lsland, with lts leaning eampanile,
appears before obe, its many-tinted walls basking
i the late sunlight. Approaching it on lis west-

quay mides Mned with fishing bosts, newly
: m:ru:lth their gorgeous sails still away:
Mb und glowing in the level rays of the late
mun, lluhumt.;:hrrl:l!d m::u;’m:

 plisa of tering wfore @
"mw&‘:‘thmwbu‘l still more
color to the scene with the whawls aud Korchlefs
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the bodices. Bhoals of brown children laugh und
dance about the sbhining heaps, thrusting out,
here and there, Httle bare feel to touch and make
leap nome gtrangely shaped, brilllantly bued fish.

All {8 awlift movement, glowing colors and vi
vaclous sound, the whole plcture backed by the
coltnge walls, which themiselves display many a
soft, weatherstained tint, for the Buranelll are
fond of washes of pink, lght green nnd primross
culor.

There 1 firsl mel old Pietro, with his erisp,
white curly, raddy bronze, and merry lmugh, do-
wplte his ninety yearas and many sensons of toll
in the boats, still cheerfully making his dally cast
of nets. Old Nonna, his wife, was herself only a
few yoaras younger, bul possessing a bhead of
thick, wavy white halr, of which any woman
twenty vears her junior might have been proud, .
Always busy wns she, mending, cooking, clean
Ing, and alwnys, It seemed, happy, with a smlling
wour 1 for every pasfier-by

There, (oo, dwelt Hitla Adelie, thelr grand
daughter, an ‘ngarnufon of youthful lovelluess
und dobight In life. Merry, graclous, tender-beart
ed Adelle, with your greal brown eyes, logsing
ocurls, and flash of teeth, with your dancing feet
and quick, helpful bands, how many pletures and
memories you gave us, lMttle one' 1 recall how
when first we landed from our gondola, snd the
bandit horde of village children came flying down
the shore, loaving thelr gumes to crowd sround us,
with their cries of “Boldl, soldl, signore!" you, ke
a proud little princess. remained behind, by the
ruined wall, tylng your bunech of rosy flowers,

Yot once you dld beg; It was when you took
us to see that poor, wasted little friend of yours,
sitting at her cottage door, bending so frallly
over har plllow lace; then you took her small,
thin hand and drew It toward me, whispering a
shy "Soldl” In my esr, and [ felt proud of my
ittle friend and her way of begging.

And again | see you, with your young rogue of
& brother, Beppo, putting out in the small, light
gondola—sandola, did you eall it?—one May even.
fng at moonrise, o take the same little friend's
bunch of pink Judas-blossom ascross Lhe lagoon

., and lay it before the abrine of the Flaharman's

Madonna, that stood up solitary out of the shad-
owy waters, there to offer up your slinple prayer
for her recovery.

The Burandelll are an Indepandent spirited,
hardy, strongly marked race, but thelr dialect la
one of a caressing softness; slurring and half
singlog r words, they dwall on the vowel
sounda till covsonants well-nlgh disappoar, and
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ench sentence ends in wm gort of «. woning diminu
endo

One s loath to leave the Httle island and row
home at last. But the lagoon ls guleting down
to a pearly gray in the evening light, though stiil
flushed to westward with o faint rose, which |
touches also the faraway peaks of the Buganean
hille. Presently the moon rises behind Murano, |
and era long s welcoming path of reflectad lamp- |
lights shines on the water, from Riva and Plazet- ‘
ta, and soon Dhotelll's landing slage recelves one
again. But that first glimpse of the brilllant, viv-
fd scene in the fisherman's canal at Burano, of
the healthy, handsome old faces and the lpughing
young ones, will haunt & grateful memory for
many a day.

And Adelle herself may still. be found there,
only two years older, and =till, one may hope,
wreathing her Howers, tending her old folk and her
lttle friemd, working busily at her lace, and af-
fording, in her gracious being, recompenss for
many a digllluslonment of travel,

A NOTE OF SYMPATHY

IHnmedistely on knowing of a death In the
family of a friend one should show formal recog-
nltion of the facl, even though the acquaintance
be slight. Only if one is really an old friend does
one send an note or go to the house, but unloan
gome attention is pald to the afMiction those who
are undergoing It bhuve no way of knowing
whether the others fromn whom they have not
heard are aware of (L.

I'o post one's visiting eawnd, or, better still, to
lenve it at the house i person Is the most formal
way one may do. Something may be written on
the card or not, as one chooses; but, generally
speaking, If one writes at all the form should
taka that of a note and not a line on a card,
whilch may always be considered casual, saving
the bother of a note. The card, which should be
accompanied also by that of the husbhband u!wnl
a woman s married, s addressed to the widow |
or widower, as the cads may be, or o the parenis
when the death hag been that of a child

Flowers which may be senl are addressed to
the Licad of the house and visiting cardas are
placed In the box. It |8 not good form to send
them when funeral notices reguest that flowers
shall be omitied. If one is keenly desirous of ex
presaing a sympathy which In felt, one may walt
untll after the funeral services and send flowers
1o the person most deeply bereaved, s the wife,
or widow. Only at that time are biossoms re-
celved by an individual; that |s, any sent befors
a fuoral are supposed to be for use at the ser
viess and are not retained in the housa Thoss
sent several days afterward are undoubtedly
meant for the use of the individua! to whom they
are addressod,

It la a very pretty thought to show such an
attention & week or so after 4 funeral, for thoss
in afiliction are more than apt to feel that their
grief is quickly forgotten hy their friends, who
are all sympathy at first. It s not necessary that
any note shall secompany the box, but the reeipl
ent 18 required to send a nots of thanks, written
elther by herself or another momber of the fan.

operation entirely annoecesanry
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Bulls or Bears
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Hops Miniver and her father had
not enjoyed their -breakfast. When
two individuale so eclosely akin are
#o widely apart in thelr preferences
there Is small opportunity for the ap-
petite to assert itself, It really took
something of Importance to interfere
with Tom Minlver's appreciation of a
good breakfast, but that something
had oceurred. For the first time In
her life his daughter had declared-—so
positively that he knew ahe meant
it—that she wouldn't!

“Aund why, T should like to know?"
he hed demanded testily. “Oh, rather,
why not?™ Tom Minlver was a purist |
only when he was very angry

“Becaune [ ean't endure him,"” she
had answered promptly, “and 1 don't
know any good reason why [ should
compel myself.,” She was only an
Heallged repllea of her mazterful fn
ther In the matter of temperament

“All bosh! Regular penny dreadful
logic!” he had deciared, with a wrath
ful Inglgfence that wag beginning to
interfere perceptibly with his good |
looke.

‘How about the implacable parent
ghe bad returned, with a ttle gmlle
that emphasized hers

That brought him to a realization of
his absurdity, but It hadn't the slight
et efMect on hig  determination to
have his own way In this buxlness
She had mueceeded In spolling his
brealfast, but she could not averrale
hita in this matter which concerned
him 8o vitallv, By a strange mental
concldence Hope arrived at procisely
the same conclusion at the same mo-
ment,

“I' don't  bellevo,” he resumed, |
“that you have given the actuml rea
son."

‘It you know a better one, pray
don’t keap It a secret om my account,”
ghe returned sudaciously

“Well, 1 won't—Hob Hober."

She finshed perceptibly and began
to bustle, transferrlng the coffos urn
from the table to the sideboard, an

e

“"Flave I hit 1t?" he persisted ma-
lHetously., Her back was toward him
but he could see her face in the slde-
board zlass.

“AMr. Homer 6 2 man,” she sald

“How would vyou classify Percy Van
Algtine?”

Al which she turned around and
faced him., “Even were ' o naturalist |
I should hesitate,” she replied, with
n distinciness of tone that was al-
mast convineing,

“He aould provide yon with Inxu.
ries that have become necessitles to
you Have you thought of that? 1
admit that Homer I8 a Nine fellow, 1
ought to know—I!'ve made him. He
came to me as an oMee boy and now
he is practically my manager. Hao's
a keen business man, none shirewder
But he hasn't anvihing except his sal-
ary—less than what you spend for
gimerncks. He must be provided with
plenty of nerve to—to—"

"You could take him inle the busi |
ness,'” she suggested nalvely. "li--|
sides he Is going to make a lot of |
money.’

How-—1 should llke to have you tell
me "

“As vou do-—speculate ™

“Da you mean to buy and sell at a
risk T -

“Certainly—Jjust as youn do.”

"I never risk anything,” he de.
clured, savagely. “I always gpe to 1t
beforehand that the element of un-
certalnty I8 eliminated.”

“Well, ean't Mr. Homer manage It
the sams way?™
~ He groaned and shook his  head
hopeleasly, and then he rang for his
hut and ecoal Befove he left her,
however, he fired a parting shot. '
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“I am gnite ton well bred to say
what [ think.,” he declared with an
air of lofty superiority that appealed
sloguently to Mope's sense of humor,
“but I don’t mind saying that, fin|
view of your opportunities and the
fact that vou are my daughter, you
ghow an ignorance of men and af-
falrg that is colossal—elephantine.”

It happened that Van Alstine had
accepted an Invitation to Tunch with
Mr. Miniver on that dwy Although
no definfte arrmngoment had  been |
made to that effect, It was underatood
hy the broker and the voung mnan
whose suit he fevored that the sub
fect of tha proposed matrimonial alll
anee would come up for Informal dis
russion As yet Van Alutine had
made no direet proposal for the honor
of becoming the bLroker's sonin-law,
but he muade no seeret of the fact
thet he admired Mise Minlver greatly
ahd would probably becomes a sultor
for her hand. He bhad even mentioned
the matter to seversl of his friends,
mosl of whom agreed that hls family
was good enough even to survive_an
elllance with the Minivers

To Van Alstine justiee, It must be
admitied that he was by no means
a fagrant example of bhis Lype. As &
representative of loug traosmitted
wealth and famlly prestige he really
made a falr showing. Although he
was not averse fo the prospsel of
handling some of Tom Minlver's win-
nings In the street, he bad & real
admiration for the broker's daughter
Ho even funcled sometimes that he

| clal shipwreck that wiil

eould become dectdedly sentimental
over her I the opportunity presented
ftselt

Van Alstine made bis appearance
at the ofice of the broker about mid.

fly or & friend for her.

day. For bim tha reglon was ap yn
discavered country snd he was not im-

pressed favorably. n&' minimum of

space and excess of activity conflieted -~

with hlg notion of personal expan:
glon, and on his passage from his ear
to the entrance of the office building
ho had been jostled unmistakably, It
was a positive rellef to reach Minl-
ver's quarters and be glven n zeat in
the anteroom while his card was mnk:
lng Its way to the presiding genlus of

the spot,

He walted patientiy enough at
first and then with a growing dis-
taste. All the doors between Lhe
small rooms which comprised the

suite were open and Van Alstine waa
dismayed to find that some of the
din and bustle that had assalled him
on the outslde had followed him
Loud volees were ealling In every
direction, messenger boys were ruf-
ning hither and thither and the in
censant clicking of telegraphi lne
struments and ringlug of telephona
calls ot his nervous system on
No one seemed to take the slightest
notica of him, and the forecd realize.
thon of his lack of Imporiance was
not an angreoable sensntion

After he had walted for what
seemaed to  him an uwneconzgelpnable
period Minlver made his appearance.
The broker was In his shirt sgleeves,
open at the wrists, enff lnks dan.
gling He had the uniighted stub
of a cigar in his mouth and appeared
fo be in a siate of intense nervous
strain,

Awflully sorry to
walting,” he sald, after they had
shaken hands, “Meant to have
phoned you that I'd have to eall that
luncheon off, but I forgot all about
It. It's an awful day for us. They'va
heen pounding us Hke mead for two
hours and the end is not yet. What'a
that? D. and R. G. off another peint!
Homer, get a move on  #nd buy
everything in eight. Can't yon coma
down some other day-—soon—Vaen
Alstine? How's that? ['ve sent out
for a sandwich, C. and L alling, oh?
Lel's put ‘em to bed. 8Sell all we've
gol. Doun't keep enough for scoids.
One of the biggest dnys ['ve ever
seen since 1 enme into the street.
Wiha--wha—wha"

Without a word of apology or ex-
planation Miniver made a precipitous
oxit from the room. BSomewheare in
the rear his high-pitehed volee pon-
tinued to recl off orders ot a fren
gled rate, but Van Alstine saw  no
more of him that day. Just as he
had yielded to his not unreasonabla
indignation and was about to leave
the uncongenlal spot Homer entered
the room

“Mr. Miniver wishes me to apolo-
gize for him,"” he sald. “This i5 real-
Iy one of the hottest days the sircet
has seen for many yars."

“Is It 80 unusual?”
other listleasly.
the nelghborhood

eilge,

have kept voun

gurled  the
“l have not been in
slnee 1 'wis a

| ehild, but 1 faneled It was Just about

living up to its reputation.”

“It's dolng much more than that,™
langhed Momer., “DBefore closing to.
day there’ll be more than one finan-
startle the
business community, D¢ you ever
deal in futures, Mr. Van Alstine?

“So far 1 have found the present
sufficlently engrossing” the wvisitor
admitted, with a fechle altempt at
plensantry. Then he addad, soberly
enough: "I suppose Mr. Minlver la
deeply interested in these matters,
He seemed to be very greatly dls-
turbed over something."

‘Isn‘t It enough to rattle any man
to find out that he's o milllon ont of
pocket? We've been on the wrong
slde of the market ever since the
opening.”

“"Hulle or bears?" asked Ven Al
stine, who did not, know what else
to spy

“Either,” roplied
emergency demands.”

Val Alstine took his leave. Ha
was 80 shaken by his experience In
the street that he went abroad al-
most Immediately to remain for an
indefinite period.

About & year later he came face to
face with Homer In London, The
voung man greeted him cordially and
Invited him to call at the hotel at
which he and hirg wife were stopping

“She's an old triend of yours—Miss
Miniver, you know.,"” explained Bob.
‘Come to see us. FPlenty of thme o

Homer, “as the

| vislt with you now

“How dld Minlver come. out of that
Wall street affair?' Interrupted Van
Alstine,

"Oh, & couple of milllons to  the
good '™

"Why, | thought-—1 fancisd he was
lowing heavily™

“He was—in the morning, bt he
was A blg winner In the afternoon.”

LHe of Telophone Poles.

The average lfe of an untreated
sensoned pole depends much upon the
kind of timber, Its condition when
set, the condition of the soll and the
¢limatie conditions, and theas are all
no variable that a deflinite statement
a¥ Lo the average life Is diMeull. Most
companies can closely ostimate the
average life of thelr poles as  con-
trolled by thelr looa!l conditious by re-
ferring to thelr pole records. The ave
erage throughout the country, how.
ever, s apparently somewhat as fol-
lown: Cedar, 13 years; chesinug, 12
Years, cypress, nine yoars;, pine, 6%
yours, Juniper, 8'4 years. - Electrical
Record
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