E
i
l
|

|
|
4
{
L]
]
|
|
l
ﬁ

VAN VALKENBURG IS JUDGE

Judge Arba 8 Van Valkenburgh, recently ap
pointed United States distriet judge, western di-
vislon of Misgsour!, s one of the youngest jurists
on the federal bench He is only 48 yenrs of
age, but his friends say this will not prevent him
from making an enviable record.

Mr. Vau Valkenburgh succeeded Senntor War
per as Unlted Etates district attorney for the
western district of Missourl In 1005 and was re
appointed by President Taft in December, 1800,
He hud previously served seven years ns assist
ant to Major Warner in that office. He was born
In Syracuse, N, Y., In 1862, When he wis seven
years old his parents removed to Illinois and
later to Michigan, He was graduated from the
University of Michigan In 1884, attaining high
rank as a scholar

Mr. Van Valkenburgh went to Kangax Clty In 1885 and enfered the law
offices of Dobzap, Douglas and Trimble, being admitied to the Jackson county
bar In 1888  The same yvoar he formed a Ihw partnership with D, J. Haff
He was married In 1889 to Miss Grace Ingold of Kanzas City.

Mr Van Valkenburgh was appolnted assistant distriet attorney by Major
Warner in 1888, sueceeding Willlam Draffen.  Upon Major Warner's election
to the senute in 1905 President Roosevelt appointed him to the place he since
has held

Lauw came naturally to Mr Vah Valkenburgh. Mis father, Lawrence Van
Valkenburgh, was a justice of the peace back in New York In the early 60's,

Friends of the newly appolnted Judge say that at the department of
Justice In Washington Mr. Van Valkenburgh was considered as ranking
among the ablest United BSitates dlstrict attorneys In the country

A8 United States distriet attoruey, Mr. Van Valkenburgh first attracted
national attention In the prosecution of all the packing companies 1o compnl
them to comply with the interstate commerce laws regarding the shipment
of meats for export. He brought the suit in this jurisdietion and won It
before Judge McoPherson, sitting for Judge Phillips

POINDEXTER IN LIMELIGHT

Representative Miles Polndexter of Washing:
ton, candldate for the United States senate,
whose cause has been espoused by Theodore

Roosevelt, was born in Memphls, Tenn., fifty-two
years ago and has lived In Washington ninetesn
years. He has served only one term in congress
and has been {dentified with the Insurgents,
which makes the action of Colonel Roosevelt all
the more important to national politics.

Mr. Poindexter has been a political foe of
Richard A. Ballinger, secretary of the Interlor
in the Taft cablnet, with whom Gifford Pinchot,
former chief forester and frlend of Roosevelt, has
had a feud for some time,

The Washington congressman visited Colonel
Roogevelt at Sagamore Hill a few days ago and
came away In jubllant apirits. Roosevelt had
promised to aid him in his fight for the senate and he had a right to feel
happy, for help from Roosevelt means help of the right kind and Polndexter
needed it

Mr., Poindexter was educated at Fancy Hill academy, Rockbridge county,
Va., and at Washington and Lee university, Lexington, Va., in both the aca-
demle and law courses. He located at Wallawalls, Wash,, in 1801 and began
the practise of law. He was elected prosecuting attorney of Wallawalla
county in 1802 and In 1897 moved to Spokane. He was asslstant prosecuting
attorney for 8pokane six years and In 1904 was elected judge of the superlor
court and remained on the bench until nominated for congress In the newly
created third distriet of Washington. He was elected by a majority of 15,000,

When Sécretary Balllnger learned that Colonel Roosevelt had promised
to lend his Influence to the Polndexter cause he expressed the hbellef that
the former president had been misled as to the situation in Washington. The
goal In the senate to which Representutive Polndexter asplres s now held by
Samuel Henry Plles, who Is not In the race for re-election.

GIVES MILLIONS FOR BOYS

David J. Ranken, Jr.,, one of the wealthlest
men of St. Louls, has acted literally upon that
much-advertised saying of Andrew Carnegle, that
“he who dies rich dies disgraced,” and has turned
over his entire fortune, estimated at a little more
than $3.000,000, to the David J. Ranken, Jr., School
of Mechanieal Trades, which he founded, reserv-
Ing only $35,000 a year for hin own modest uses,

The school was established a year ago with
an endowment of $500,000, Its purpose belng to
give boys over fifteen years old a trade education
for a nominal sum. The school has prospered
and to amplify [ts wsefulness the additional en-
dowment by Mr, Ranken has been made,

Mr. Ranken, who was born in Londonderry,
Ireland, in 1835, and who has been a resldent of
St, Louls since 18GZ, made his money In real
estate and stock transactions. The students at the Ranken school are chargeil
only $30 & year, payable In three (nstallments, and are glven a two yeurs'
course, All their education s of a practical kind,

Ranken occuples three small rooms over a grocery. When he enters
the door and elimbs to his rooms he shuts out the world and declines to
bo seen. Here he has Hved for yvears and worked out the plans and ambition
of hig iife—the founding of the tradea school where poor boys can recelve

a trade education for a nominal fee
Mr. Ranken visits his school every day and watehes the boyvs at work.
He wastes no time In teaching theory In the lecture rooms unless it has

gome practienl application In the shop work, Geometry is taught. but tnatead
of having the boys compute the columns of a cone, they are taught the hold-
fng eapacity of a funnel of Hke dimenslons, Classroom work in all branches
of drawing, carpentry, bricklaying, painting and steam engineering ls along
slmilar practieal lines,

ASTOUNDS CHOATE’S FRIENDS |

Not only the judges and lawyers of the country
but all eitizens who tollow
tlon were astonished
glonal conduct were
Choate, former

the aflfulre of the na
when (‘h.'&,;nn of unprofes
mude

agalnst Joseph H
ambassador

from the United
States to Great Britalo,

The American Bar association, of which Mr,
Choate Is a former president, will thoroughly
probe the charges at its conventlon in Chatta-
noogu, Tenn., next month and Mr, Choate's
friends say there s no doul that the verdlet
will completely exonerate him from all blame

James R Watts of Staten Island 18 Mr,
Choate's accuser, He alloges that Mr. Choate
caused him to lose hundreds of thousands of dol
lars through “omlsslons and wrongful acta” while
acting as his atltorney, Mr. Choate lost no time
in demanding a thorough [}rllh" of the charges, the first ever made agalnst
him in bis long and honored career,

Mr. Chosate is 78 yvears old and Internationally famous as a lawyer, diplo
mal, orator and after<linner speaker. He was ambassador to the court of
a4t James from 1869 to 1906, His legal career began In 1855, when he was
graduated as master of arts at Harvard and admitted to the bar of Massa-
chusetls. He went to New York In 1866 and with the exception of the time
he served ag ambassador has been practlsing his profession there, He has
been connected with many famous cases and was elected a bencher of the
lnper Temple, England, in 1905, an honor conferred only on persons of dis
tin¢uion,

Mr. Choate's muny friends say the charges against him are due to some
mistnke and I8 confident that the American Bar assoclation will so determine,

WO of the greatest Industries In the
world are rallway bullding and the
preparailon of hides and skins Into
lenther. For the former the slesi
era on which the ralls are lald are
sesentinl and costly factors; for the
Iatter nothing can take the place
of some vegetable extract which ls
the tanning sobstance of the trade
Sleepers enn be made of glags and
metal, but these do not glve the
antisfactlon of those made of wood
The oak and the hemlock have for
ngea supplied tannin by which
leather 18 cured: in fact, the very word tann tmplles
by ita derlvation Its relation to the oak, by which
nume the tres was oalled In old Breton langunge
Raflway sleepers have been wade from the oak, but
the expense grows higher year by year. No wonder,
therefors, that the earth iy scoured for trees to fur-
nigh elther the one or the other or both of the sub
stances, and no wonder Also that manufacturers and

| builders halled with delight the announcement a few

| years ago of the avatlabllity for both purposes of the
| South American tree called “Quebracho.”

Quebracho g a contraction of the colloquial Span-
{sh and Portuguese term qulebra-hacha, originally
applied to many trees In Latin Ameriea, It means
'ax breaker,” and the character {s implied In this
moaning. The wood 1s hard, fine gralned, and tough
and had been used by the natives for ages in their
primitive construction work., Of recent years, how-
ever, quebracho is restricted In the arts and Indus-
tries to a particular tree found only in South Amer-
fcn, and even hers only within broad Hmts of the
dralnage basin of the River Parana. In Cuba there
I8 a “quebracho,” so-called locally, which is a mem-
ber of the Copaiba family, In Chile a' quebracho ls
rather of the Cassia family, and probably In other
parts of Latin America the name Is Indiscriminately
glven to any hard wood that has tested the metal of
the natlve's ax. No such lndefinite use of the word,
however, can be permitted today, because the tree of
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A QLEBRACHKO
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A SAWMILL BETWEEN “THE CHACO'
AND CIVILIZATION

the South American Chaco has become sp commer-
clally imiportant that It must be understood to signl
fy only that one tree and nothing else. ;

The genulne quebrache tree s found In Brazll,
Paraguny, and the Argentlne Republle. There are
two Important varieties and a third has been dis
tinguished, although it has no great slgnificance
potanically or value commerelally, Locally and in
the trade the names given are Quebracho colorado
ired), and Quebracho blanco (white). Quebracho
colorado has the sclentific deslgnation of , Lox-
opteryglum lorentzdi, and belongs to the order of
Anacardiaclae. This Is the particular tree from
which both the sleepers and the better quality of
tanning extract are derived. The other, Quebra-
cho blanco, 1s nelther so stralght nor so service
able as the red varlety, but is nevertheless of
definlte commercial value, as It furnishes some
tanning extract and the logs can be used for
fence posts and axles, From It s taken also a
drug extenelvely used for bronchial disvases; In
fact, as a plant It was studled for this purpose
long before Its other advantages were exploited
The sclentific name Is Aspldosperma quebracho,

Railways must have sleepers on which to lay
thelr ralls. In some Instances wooden ones are
imported at great expense, or substitutes there.
for are used If climatie conditions are favorable,
As a rule, however, it s preferred to tike sup-
plies from natlve timber whenever procurable,
This was the case In the Argentine Republie when
rallway bullding away from the coast had begun,
and no more fitting wood could be discovered than
that recommended by the natlves, both by the
name and by the experience of those who had
used it, The guebracho wood proved by far the
most serviceable for sleepers on South Amerioan
railways, and its reputation grew so steadlily that
today many miles of Kuropean ralls are supparted
by sleepers brought fMm the Hiver Plate

In one respect guebracho resembles rather ma-
hogany than oak or plne. The trees do not grow
in clumps or groves, but are dispersed through the
forests and the less dense woods, singly or in
groups seldom more than four or five to the acre
The tree ltself 1s tnll, about two or three fesl in
dinmeter, and is crowned by a rather thin, oval,
or Vesbaped, mass of branches and leaves, The
white quebracho is somewhat smaller than the
ried, and beging to branch lower to the ground, so
that it is not hard to distingulsh them from each
other. Thu leaves are oval, or lance shaped,
smooth, somewhat shinlng and leathery; they do
not fall completely In the winter, but cling to the
branches In company with the frult. The tree
seems 1o thrive best on A sandy soll, where the at.
mospheriec molsture 18 not very great, but where
abundant water I8 provided for the roots, elther
by dews or sufclent rain. It |s pelther a moun-
taln nop & river growth, but lives best In the sub.
tropical stretches between water courses. Al
though the age of the tree has been glven as
measured by hundreds of yeunrs, It Is well enough
established that at ten yearas from planting the
first smoall shrubs are blg enough to use for posts
The future .promises, therefore, an opportunily
for the actual cultivation of quebracho, because,
although savage Ilnroads have been made into the
supposedly Inexhaustible forests of the Chaco, It
Is not too late to restrict the cutting of the tres,
or even to adopt modern forestry methods of
planting und conservation for the supply of com.
ing generations, In fact, the Argentine Republie
hos alrendy passed sultable laws in this direction
nd 1t Is more than probable that under the wise
wiministration of that government there will be

TREE"

developed an arborleultural industry to proceed
hiand in hand with the preparation of quebracho
posts for fences and construction work, sleepers
for rallways, and of tanning extract, the three
Industries for which this unigue tree s at present
utillzed,

“Rolllzos” is the Spanish word \commonly em-
ployed in the trade for the rough and untrimmed
loge (which the word -means), from which only
the bark has been removed. They are still sup-
plied. by smaller camps from dwarfed under-
growth not great enough for other purposes than
posts, beams, cabin plllare, or cart axles, When
the forest was first Invaded these logs were the
only product brought out of It, and the stoiles told
of the primitive methods adopted by the natives
for transport carry one back before the days of
steam and machinery, A popular way of loading
the logs was to lay them on the ground on ropes;
then the animals were unharnsssod and the cart
way (llted bodlly upside down over the logs;
these woere then made fast to the body of the cart,
after which maneuver It was brought back to Its
normal position. Of course only two-wheeled carta
were uged. As goon as modern methods were in-
troduced, and better carts or wagons became
known, these primitiye and cumbersome habltg
disappeared, although in the far Interfor even to-
day rolllzos are still brought to market in this
manner. “Duormientes,” according to the Spanish
or sleepers, In the English {dlom, are probably the
most lmportant product of the quebracho of the
Avgentine Republie,

The Industry of making sleepers has assumed
huge proportions, The difficulties of former days
huve been largely overcome by the Introduction
of modern machinery, especlally saws, and some
of the mills many miles distant from any main
rallway are equipped and organized In a manner
which would reflect credit on any similar plant In
the United States. Specinl saws are needed to
penetrate the wood, but they are furnished from
the factorles of England, France, and Amerlca,
This mill business 1 carrled on by many com-
panies, although the tendency Is to concentrate
the management into fewer but larger organiza-
tlons., One company owns a tract of land of about
4,000,000 peres, and s prepared to cut timber,
fashion It Into logs and sleepers, prepare tanning
extract, und utilize every other resource which the
land provides. Another company can turn out
20,000 to 30,000 sleepers & week, This number, how-
ever, can by no means meet the steady demand
for rallway bullding which ls characteristic of this
portion of South America. Bleepers are lald at
about an Interval of two feet from center to cen-
ter. Assuming, therefore, only 2,000 slespors for
every mile, It will be seen that 30,000 are enough
for only 16 miles. A year's supply at fullest capae
ity will consequently bulld only 760 miles of rall-
way. Hut the Argentine Republie, Uruguay, Chile
and Bollvia, all contiguous to the Chaco, are con:
structing more than this mbleage, so that It s
easy to see that overy sleeper turned out from
madern mills can at once fAind a looal market
These slespers are now fnlshed at the mill, aud
the mill i sltunted at the spot fn the forest ltself
wost conveniant for carrying on the process,

Quebrocho extract preépared for tanning skins
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and hidea into leather is, howaever,
the most serviceable product of
the tree. All the timber com-
panies are adjusting thelr plants
s0 a8 to utllize the wood, elther
in it entire output, or In that
portion not reserved for posts and sleepers, for
this extract. In Paragusy and areas in the Chaco
remote from good roads, so that the cost of sups
plying timber is excessive, every particle of the
wood I1s turned into extract, becauss the demand
f8 usually tn advance of the supply, and it ia there
fore more profitable to manufacture the more
concentrated article, which can be easler and more
economlically carried to market,

One feature of guebracho, In which it is s
perfor to other sources of supply, ia that the bark,
the sapwood, and the whole of the central part
of the tree produce the extraet In  considerable
guantities. The bark contalns 8 to 8 per cent, of
tannin, the sap 8 to 6 per cent, and the heart 20
to 26 por cent.  Aas the heart reprosents two-thirds
and often three-fourths of the total quantity of
wood, the amount of tannin in the Quebracho colo-
rado 18 seen to be considerable. It ls merely a
chemionl question whether this tanning material
is equal or Inferfor to that from the oak, but later
methods of preparation point to a full justification
of the claim that the leather from guebracho ex-
tract grades up to that resulting from any other
tannlog substance. So serviceable Is It, however,
that since its discovery, the tanning industry of
the Argentine Republic haa made notliceable ad-
vance, because, with both hides and extract as
great natural products of the country, the govern-
ment {8 making every effort to foster the leather
industry within its own border.

“Quebracho extract,’” as it |s called in the trade
ia easlly manufactuged when the machinery Is
once Installed, All the wood ls passed through
a machine that cuts it into shavings or the small
ont possible chips. 1t 1s then collected into lm-
mense kettles, In which 1t is trested by chemical
processes untll all the tannin is removed; after
this the fluld preparation Is reduced by evapora-
tlon to a thick, jellyllke mass, which la poured
into sacks, where It Is fnally dried into the sub-
stance sold In commerce

The diMculty of gathering the raw material far
outwelghs tho preparation of the finished article,
eapecially ns the extract Is no longer to be con.
gldered a by-product, but s coming to have more
Importance and value than posts and sleepers. In
Paraguay particularly, where all the wood Is util-
fzed for extract, the hardeat part of the busineas
lles In gathering wood for the factory. The trees
are cut in the heart of the virgin forest and
hauled by ox teams to the neareat clearing. Only
native Indians have proven themselves sultable
for the work, as they are thoroughly acclimated,
understand the wilderness, and can withstand the
plague of Insects which make lfe at nlght mis-
erable for the forelgner; and exposure for nights
ak well as days s unavoldable, because the cut-
ting stations are usually remote from any settle
munt,

In 1806 the first real exporiation of quebracho
extract from the River Plate was recorded. The
{nerense has been rapld—f{rom 400 tons io the first
yenr to 9,000 tons in 1902, 120,604 tons In the next
five years, and 258,105 tons In 1907, Of this quan:
tity the United Sitates recelved 17,733 tons, or abk
most 66 per cenl




