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SYNOPSIS,

The slory opens with the Inteoduction
nf Johna .rﬂlllnhl. ndveniurer, o Massa-
Ho e Al aman marconcit by suthorities at
VH'FP‘W, Chile Belng  Imtepested In
miloing operatlons In [tolivia, lie was de.
nounced by Chile aa an insureectihondat
and gs 6 commuquence was hilding, At his
holal his attonllon woas altyacied by an
Englishman and #  young  womnan
Htephions reacusd the young woman from
" t{ruhu'ﬂ oMver ]in- was thanked by
har, Admiral of the Poruvian navy con-
fronted Btephens, told hivh that war had
oty doc i botweens Chlle and Peru
wifl offe hm the oMee of caplain,  He
desired that that night the Bwmerakln, a
tnllena  vessel, whould L cuptureal,
Siephens  acosplod the commission,
HiepNenn mét a motley craw, o which he
wne uasignen Ho gave them finsl In-
sirunctlone. They boarded the vessel, They
siccennfully captured the veasel supposnd
te be the Esmevalda, through sl.rnu-z)-.
Cupt. Blephens gave # for the de-
wriure of the eraft. u enler

tn and ered ¢ lﬂw -

and her malt, Hispheps guickly Tearped
ihe wrong vessel Lad Teoh captured,
It was Lomd Dnclingtan's private yoaeht,
the Jord's wife amd ekl ing aboard
Ie cxpltined the situation to her Indy-
ship. Then Pirst Mate Tutile lajld hare
the plot, saying that the Bea Queoen hnd
heéerf taken In order to gn o the Antarc-
e elrgle, "l‘\ltliaIl pxpinivod Wwt on n
furmer yoyage he had loarnod thiat e
Donn Jaabol war lost In 1758 He had
found it fromen fn n buge cone of lco
on an Island and conthined much gold,
Hrepliene maentod 16 bhe the eaptpin

tha oab.
wommn

sf  tha ekxpedition.  Tle told iy
Danlington. wine  greatly alavmod,
hut expressed conlidence In bim. The

drm sen cacounisred o vesssl In (he
g tophems attompied to comnununicate,
M f

" CHAPTER XI1.—Continued,

“Tay,. youmr bands on me again,” 1
threal Sternly, “and I'll Noor you
to the k. I'll take that grin off
your fagey De Nova, I you wttempt
uny fmefefonee with me pow™

He understood quickly enough what
I meant, and evidently had no veligh
for mitacking me alone, for with one
swift, soarching glance inlo the fog,”
o i down the steps and ran
hastily &
ihe baeking of Tuitle, dad armed my-
solf with a beluylng pin, peering ecag
erly meanwhile for the neatby gail,
and cursing the fellow .al the whoo!
for not holding her wp to the polnt

I knew he wan seeking |

direoled. They came up together, two
steps at a time, Tuttle In his ghirt
sleeves, and, as they attained the
‘bridge, BNl Anderson swyang himsell
out of the haloh and started aftor
them. 1 backed away, the ugly Iron
pin grasped-io my hand,

“You'd better kesp baek,” 1 waynod,
threéaléningly,  "“U'm féndy to braln
the firslt man who attempis to touch
me"

Tuttié stopped, his jaw working sav-
ngely, his eyes on mine.

“Will you promise to keop qulet, siy,
an’ let us get away out o' this?"'

“Damn you, no!™ stubbornly, all my
sehpol Jeaving me at alght of his hate
ful face, “11U speak fhat ship yonder
If ‘1 bave to fight the ecrew of you
single-handed.”

“Then fight, you cockerel, an' be
thvnned to you!” rvoured Anderson;
und he préssed past the two of them
and sprang at me,

it was hot, swift work, while it
Ingted. T utruck twlee, laying open the

su hig hoad hung dangling down over
the deek, his body huddied ngainst the
rall, 1 almed to do as well by Tut
tie, but the deseonding pin linded ob
s arm, and, bWefore 1 could
ilraw back for another blow, the fel
low at the wheol released the spokea
and jumped at my back, throttling ma
with bis handd as the welght of hiw
hody erushed me o the planks. Graap-
Ing tha mil I hall tore mysell loose,
vising to one knse, and struck him
twice madly o the fage: but others
ol the erew danio tumbling ou top of
us, pluning me holplessly. down. It
wis all the work of n broathloss me.
went, and b 1 ley theve, the kneo of
u pegro erunching nto my chest, [ saw
e Nova spring (o the wheel and
whirl it havd down, while Tuttle, his
left arm dangling, his teeth set from
puin, began Jungling the bells In the
cigine-room, Beareely had the echs
reached us when a sirange voleo halled
sharply from anf the dense fog:
© “Higamer, mhoy! What veusel s
that™ .

Tultle's nasal volos answered:

“Steam yacht Cormorvant, Panama
to Kakter Island, for plessure. Who
are yon?

“H. M. B, Viotory, on erulse.
by, w we pend a boat.”

A p oAlh sprang to Tultle's lips,

Stand

his rd convulgively gripping (he
radl. he appoarad to rally, the
very sity of his fear making a
Hiw outof him. .. .. .y
Thay were certalnly sxpeditious
endughtin my case, dragging me bump.
g down the gtepwand linging me in
beitWeon ‘tublo” and Bench with a vio

lonce that aidde md'groan. I caught

the “of & §thel barrel in De
Nov ns Lht",drelr close (he
LT b

mtndo. Mons, Ste-
f A, not l-naturedly, “bat,
by gar, outize faralty row It was go.
g o ba done, forgl shool ze pistol
very. sl | B
“That's all right, ’
g my @ defeal

Ml ore

The Descending Pin Landed on Mis Uplifted Arm,

made my play, and have tad snough,
May 1 slt up?” .

He nodded ecacelessly, dropping the
revalver baek Into his Jackeg pocket,
yol with lils black eyes fostensd
shirowdly on my frce,

" 'Tis g0 bow' way to talk, monsisus,”
pansing  fto lHglen 40 the mingled
founds  withopt, “Hacre; 1 wonder
way ze devil wad up now!™

Wo both sal, breathing hard from
our late exertions, liatening anxlously,
yol with yastly  differing  omotlons,
hope animating me that this was (o
prove u capture, or, nt lenst, that some
chance dscovery by the officer visit
ing us would result in ‘the release of
the women bLelow. Hut De Nova was
in an ngony of apprehension, the fall
pertl of his poaltion clear before him.
We heard the bare foet of the hurry
ing sailors patter along the deck, the
siridont volee of Tuttle lssuing & few
final commands, and the falnt sound
of onrs in the water alongside, The
oficor cama slowly up the ladder, and
my heart sank as 1 heard him langh
carelessly 1o the mate's greoting, 1
could distinguish the sound of his
volce, but pot the words uttored, and
In goms way It impressed me with the
thought that the follow was young, &
midshipman,” possibly, who would
prove mere putly under Tuttle's ex-
port haudling. The two went down
lthe companlonsteps togother in ag-
parently amiable conversation, and
wo could heard the jow murmur of
volees as the orew bung over the rall
jeating with tho mepd war's men in
the bose balow

grinned, showing his teeth,

he sald,
2ut Kid

| attempiod no rosponse, my mind ul
ready sulliclently heavy from appre
hension. Oh, for just & word, meroly
an opportunity to ery out our story he-
fore It was forever too late! De Nown
must have fell the struggle within mo,
for he stretchod his logs acdross Lhe
narrow passage loading to the door,
und 1 saw Lis hund thrust Into his
cont pocket, Underneath his geninl ve-
neor he wos one to act upon ocenslon,
abusolutely careloss of the reault, Ho |
wallod In silenco, my teoth set hard,
my hands clenched, ag the last ves
tige of hope oozed slowly out of me
They were scnrcely ten miloutes bo
low, coming up obhnttdng In rare ‘good

easlly

relating wlih much gusto. Then wo
heard plainly tho dip of oars, growing
gradually fainter In the distunce, feot
pattered on the deek planks, Tullle's
volee soundded from the bridge, and
the vessel began throbbing to  the
stoady chug of the sorews. We were
safely under way ugain, pressing our
sharp bow pto the fog-bank. Unablo
to contral my wonkness, | buried my
fuce In my hands.

I de aot know how long we sut there
wntionless, De Nova staring blankly

' 0o ' personul grudge
lame you. I've

My eyea mot De
Nova's In the seml<darkposs, and he i headed due south,

one arm in an improvised sling, who
slid open the door of the charthonse
and looked in upon us.

“This I8 your watch yet, De Nova,"
he sald, shortly, “and I need to doetor
up my arm a bit, You're a dam’' hard
hltter, My, Stephens,” no trace of an-
gor In his volee, “but that's about the
Inst chance you'll have to Klck up a
shindy on this vessel. You'll go below,
8lr, an’ stay there, unless we happen
to need you."”

I stepped forth onto the open deck
in obedlence to hix gesture,

“Then | am no longer even in pre
tended command, but meraly vour
prisoner.”

“Call It whatever sulls yon best”
he retwmed, grimly, “The result will
be the same In any case. Well, De
Nova, what are you waliin' for?"

“I sink maybe you say w'at was it
26 navy man wanted?"

Tattle’s golemn countenance broke
into the semblunce of u grin.

“Plug tobaeeo,” he annomneed, suek-
Ing hig lips with sudden enjoyment of
the Joke. "Gave me the seare of my
life, but that's all It amounted to,
Heen out crulsin’ for three months, an'
the crew ready to mutiny for smokin’
and chewin’. Niee, sociable lHitle chap
they seat over, too.”

CHAPTER XIill.

In Which We 8all Due South,

As | sank down into the recesses of
4 cushloned chalr tu the eabin, my
apirits at Jowest ebhb, | glanced up al
the telitale compass—we were already

Those days and nights following,

“Nosslug ver' dangerous, monsieur,” ! while serving to bear us continually
"%o ol fox he mn”'u‘"por into the immense expanse of

witer that concealed (he mystery
awalting ug In the great South sea,
contained little of ineldent directly re-
lating 10 thig narrative, Day followling
day that same wide elrele of the sky
came down to unite with the elrele of
the waters. It was almost as thongh
we remaluned motiopless, “a palnted
ship upon a peinted ocean”; only the
figures on the paper, the ping on the

chart, the sharp stom cleaving the
waves asunder, and the olly wako
astorn leaving wa aware of steady
progression through this trackless
desert of the sen.

Weo passed somewhnt o the wost
ward of Juan Fernandes, 80 far

oul that only with u glass from (he

fellowship, the ofiicer cliuging ta tho | foretop could the distant peaks be
eall; his (cot on the Indder, while he !
wompleled some story he had hoon'

dimly deciphered in blue, misty Llols
sguinst the sky. Already Tuttle had
banked the fires. nud spread the Sea
Queen's canvas, roeaching to the woest
ward to got the most possible out of
the fregh breeze. The Bea Queen
changed motive power and appearance
am it by magie, the square yards hid-
lug the jJauntiness of hor keel, and
concenling the rake of her masts, the
white salls bellowing out before tho
wind, sending her swooping forward
through the water llke a great hied,
leaning over until at tlmos hor lew
rall was all awash with white foam

ot the vapor sweeping past the win: | and her forward decks glistoning with

Uow, and | with head lowered In de- | spume.

presslon. It was Tuttle himself, with

Tuttle drove her recklessly, holding

on in spite of eracklug wood und sails
threatening to tear loose from the
holt-oyes, tanking shrewd sdvantage of
each slant of wind, aud lowering ean-
viis only when donger was deadly, He
hod come into his own, he was at
home, and the rejuvenated Sea Quean
leapad forward af his will, as though
endowed with fresh lfe, He seemed
to understand her moods, hor enprices,
a8 though he bhad sailed her in every
soi, and [ watched him test her, loos
ening a rope hore, tghtening another
there, striving to discover her good
and bad gqualities, until my admiration
for his seamanship almost overbal
anced my growing detestation of him
otherwise,

Lady Darlington hecame positively
ulrald of him, dreading his approach,
shrinking Crom his address, yet not dar
y ing to withdraw wholly from his pres.
| enee. His sole tople of conversation
was psychomancy, and every time she
endeavored to lead him to some more
pleasant subjeet he would return with
dogmatle persisience to that one rath.
er dismal theme, His blatant gelf-con-
colt saved him from reallzing her utter
weariness, and he never seemad to
tlee of his own unctuous, nasal tones,
Heavens, but the fellow was an insof-
ferable hore, Celeste would elip away
unobserved, but her mistress and my-
gell had no means of escape. | re
mained quietly below for three days,
and even then was not released by
any formal word of mouth. I slmply
became so tired of the genseless im-
prisonment that I mounted (o the
deck, taking Lady Darlington with me,
determined to be confined to the cabin
no longer except by physieal force. De
Nova was upon the bridge when wo
emerged from the companion, but he
merely glagced at us curiously. Tut-
tlo, coming aft a little later, retained
sense enough to remain silent. The
thee days passed below had thrown
ma much into the soclety of both mis
treas and mald, although the frank
intlmacy of that first conversation
with Lady Darliugton was nover re
sumed, There seemed an Intangible
barvier of reserve between us, &k
though we ialked freely enongh re-
garding our sltuation, the peculiarities
of Tuttle, and the constantly changing
wonders of the deep. It was as If
nelther of us quite dared to probe be-
ueath the surface, opening up once
more the depths each endeavored to
vonceal; rather were we content to
drift nu the tide run.

I saw comparatively little of De
Nova, the second ofMeer, during this
period, and galned an impression that
he was endeavoring (o avold meeoting
me. Yot I ran across him twice In
company wlth Celeste, once in the
cabin, and again in tho narrow deck
space overhunging the stern, and be-
gan to hope vaguely that the girl was
winning him over to our Interests,
With the others I sought to approach
I made no progress. MeKnight sel
dom showed his nose above deck, and
then only to smoke In snilon silence,
svated gloomily on the edge of the
main hateh or to the lee of the chart-
house. Olsen was wndoubtedly honest
onough, yet without Intelligence, his
eyest those of a faithful dog. The
Chilean, & smooth-faced young follow
wonderfully deficient in ehin, [ learned
had boeu assigned us ussistant to the
cook, and wous thus kept too busy in-
slde the galley even to be approached.
Indesd, so far T had not seen hisn fare
on board the ghip,

CHAPTER XIiV.

in Which De Nova Speakas.

What now ocenrred came upon us
with such suddennoss that 1 find §t
dlffienlt to rolate the incldents in de
tall, We must have been below the
fiftieth degree of south latitude, and
ubout 1354 dogrees woast, with the wind
strong  and cccaslonnlly puffing up
Into squalls, bearlng flakes of snow
which stung exposed flash and left a
thin mantle of white along the decks.
It was Tuttlo's watch below, and as 1
puused fn the protection of the com:
panlonway looking forward, while 1
got *my plpe going, | could seo De
Nova on the bridgo, wrapped up lke a
mummy, and crouching well down bo.
hind the tarpaulius. All aboul was a
wild sca scene, never to be looked
upon amid any other stretch of waters
on the globe—a dull, dead pleture of
utter desolation, of madly raciog
waves, of green, sullen gesn, of pale
blue sky, the vory frost in the air ap:
parent; a oold, drear expanse of mo-
notonous distance wherever the eye
looked-—a desert of waier below, a
vold of air above, Blg Bl Anduerson,
his head still bound up where | had
eracked him, slosched In the doorway
of the charthouse, staring alt, and a
moment later De Nova came lumber
ing down the steps from the bridge
and spoke with him for some earnest
ly. The boatswain flanlly went for
ward, clinging to & lfeline o keep
footing on the elippery deck, and the
second officer clawed nlong the weath
er-rall until be reached the companion.

(TO B CONTINUEDY

THE DUTCH
PAINTER

By KATE LUBY

B

In the center of a gulet village
stood an inn, the proprietor of which
was namea Fritz; nearly opposits was
the cotinge of the village painter, re-
Joiclug in the odd name of Tunder, at
whono door might be seen boards rep-
resenting grotesque earlesture paint
ings, ns signs of his profestlon.

Of a truth, poor Tunder had a great
love for his art; bul, sorrowfal to res
late, his art had no love for him!

He was valn and concelted, as near

dent adimbver in old I'rita, who carried
his patronnge so far as to promise
him his lovely little daoghter Luls
In marriage.

Now Laula and her good mother Lad
another young gontleman in  their
minds' cye; it was Rudolph, the hand.
some young gardener and huntsman,
who loved Lula most fondly and
truly, but who falled to make an im-
pression on the flinty bosom of old
Frita.

The day was fixed for Lula's mar-
riage with Tunder, and mother and
daughter went bristling through thelr
praparations with tearful eyes and
saddened hearts, which {1l béfitted a
bridal day.

To give more oclat to the wodding,
Fritz ordered & new sign, and Tune
der's talents were called in requisl
tion. .

Just then, a young artist, who had
that day warrived from the clty, of-
fered to paipt n eglgn, representing the
archduke, on very reasopable terms.
Lula and her mother voted for the
artist's slgn, and stubborn old Frite
swore that Tunder alone should share
the gloiy with himself. At length. a
compromize was effected; both palnt
ings should be done, and o, place over
the lun door awarded to that one
which displayed most abllity.

The wedding day had arrived, and
Tunder wans first In the feld with hig
sign, but no ope could make anything
out of It A

“DBehold!” cried the villagers, “a
miserable abortion, which representa
uglther fish, nor fowl?"

“What is it?7" asked one.

“It s mutilated Indlan from the
wilds of the weat!” replied his neigh-
bor, A

“Ignorant wretches!" shouted Tun-
der, choking with Indignation, "Ye
bave eyes and see not!™ 50 saying, he
seized his brush and painted under
neath the portrait, “To the gredt Leo-
pold.”

Bhouts and groans followed thiz an
nouncement, not for “Leopold,” but
for Tunder, who had so shamefullly
misrepresented him.

The city aftist's palnting was dext
displayed, and produced & spontandous
burst of enthusiastic applouse,

Never before had the people beheld
a0 lfelike and well executed a - lke
ness of thelr very popular archduke;
and the artist, in order to escape be
ing embraced to death, beat a speady
retreat into the garden in the rear,
and sat musingly on a bench,

In the midst of triumph his heart
was howed down beneath the load of
some pecret sorrow that was devour
Ing him.

Unhappy Rolio! A few days since
bad sven him the favorite artist of a
brilliant court, enjoying the reputs
tlon of a Raphael, and on the high
road to-fame and fortune.

A noble lady of the court, and whe
was A ward of the archduke, had
made n deep and lasting impreasion
on his heart, and he soon perceived
that his passlon war returned.

He had not been long sitting in the
garden, before he learned that there
were others equally unhappy. Luls
and her lover were sitting In ap
arbor, taking a lust, loving farewel!
of each other,

“Why not fly with me, deares|
Lala?™ murmured Rudolph, “If you
will not do so, a few short hours wil!
see you wedded to that hateful Tun
der, and lost to me forever!"
Lula sobbed audibly; yet,
her tears, she replied:

"l eannot iy with youn, though you
know bhaw much | love yon, Rudelph;
to Ay would grieve my father and
break wy mother's heart. 1 am ful)
of hope that Heaven will yet amile on
our love."

“Poor lttle Lulu!" sighed Rollo, as
she and her lover left the garden.
Archduke Leopold, with the beaw
tiful archduchess, wecompanied by her
Indies and oMcers of the court, were
on & hunting excursion and dashed
through the village. The archdochess
placed a chain of gold round Fritz's
neck, dewpanding to see the village ar-
tist who bhad palnted the sign. Altér
a long search Rollo was found pesace
ably sleeping In the garden,

Great was thely delight and sun
prise at finding the “glory of thailr
court,” as they termed bim,

The archduke f[olded him in  his
rmy, and told him he had never
foubted his honor. He must Instant
\y return to court, no longer In the
sapacity of & poor artist, but us
Paran de T——, which thle, with Its
sstutes, the archduke was ready to
bestow on him. Then he sald he was
greatly In need of Rollo's services as
chief physician to his lovely ward,

“And now is there aught you wish
me to do for your (riends bhere?
asked the archduke,

Rollo related, in a few words, the
story of Lula and Rudolph, on hearing
which the duke beckoned to Frite, and
in a few moments the old man called
the young couple, Lula and Rudolph
aid gave his consent to thelr mar-

dryving

Iy all pretendere to excel'ence are, yet.
he found a liberal patron and an ar |
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